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PREFACE. 


Himo been frequently asked to commit to paper 
varied eoenes of an Actor's Life^ in whieb 1 have been en- 
ga^d, I have oommenoed, partly from memoranda made at 
various periods, the present journal. If any amusem'ent 
may be derived from such a source, reader, it is at your 
servioe ; but should the frequent occurrence of the personal 
7, disgust you, lay down the book. If you travel through 
it — spare its faults — under the assurance of its veracity. 
Wherever a change of opinion has taken place it is faith- 
fully chronicled, without reference to the first impression, 
which remains as it first struck the author, thus endeavour- 
ing to do full justice to my professional brethren. 


THE AUTHOR 




LIFE OP 


Aj>j ACTOK AND MANAGER.. 


CHAPTER I. 

Birth. ]‘arcTit^ipc. Education. Hiph School of Edinburgh. Karlv 
IhuMnih. Private ThcatricaL. First Appearance m IhibUc. Strolling 
^clor'1. i-st H t fleAons. Theory «er«MA' Tract ice. 

ri ^11 rs to commence, then. Know all men, that I, Francis 
JL Courtney WcinytJS, late Manager of the (’hcRunt Street 
Theatre, Walnut Street Theatre, Arch Street Theatre, ]*hila- 
ilpliia: Holiday Street ami Fioiit Street TUciatres, Ualtimore; 
Pitt^hur^h Theatre, <( (co-m, d cHnikt iirat drew the breath of 
life in Finch Lane, Cornhill, London, on the 13th ol May, 
17' '7 My father was an ollicer in the British Navy, dcriceiide.d 
from one of the proudest ol the proud families of N'orth Bri- 
tain, who lost his life in the service of his country, and lies 
l)uricil in the Island of Malta. My mother was bom in Boston, 
Massachusetts, while that State was a colony of Great Britain. 
< »1 iny boyhood, I can say but little, more than, that 1 was for 
a shori period on board the Utrecht, with my father, who 
miimded that 1 should follow hLs own profession. After hia 
death, 1 was placed under the care of his brother, Otho Jf. 
'WemySB, Ksq,, Advocate, Edinburgh, was sent to the High 
School, where 1 remained three years under the tuition of Mr. 
( 'arson, the present Rector of the far-famed school. While there, 
J)r. Addttms, who had for fifty years presided as Rector, died, and 
wc^s honoured by the Lord Provost and Baillics of the city, with 
a public luneral, of which the boys, to the number of seven 
hundred, formed one of the most interesting parts of the pro- 
c ssion. He is well known to the literary world as^.he author 
f>l Roman Xntiiputies, a Latin Dictionary, and a Latin ami 
Fugli'h fTraiumar on a superior principle, including all the 
best rules of Kudiman, and natny valuable literal^ works. No 
praise from a pen of mine can add the smallest lustre to a name 
which will ever he held dear while sezenoe and, learning 
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deserve a niche in the temple of fame. He was sncoeeded in 
the Kectoiehip hy a Mr. Pillans, a very learned gentleman, 
whose English pronunciation of Latin worn had nearly caused 
a rerolution in the School, whioh Mr, Taws assisted in reducing 
to obedience, to the no small annoyance of the refractory boys* 
fingers. 

The first bias my mind received towards the stage was thus 
early mven in acting the part of Lady Randolph, in the tra- 
gedy of Douglas, at the house of a schoolfellow named Miller, 
in whioh I elicited much undeserved approbation. Private 
Theatricals are, at the best, ludiorous, and have a dangerous 
tendency on any young mind imbued with romance. Althongh 
I had not at this time the most distant idea of the possibility 
of over becoming an aotor, the applause I received on this 
occasion noted on my imagination at a later period in life, and 
kindled a flame which nothing could extinguish. 

After going through the usual number of Latin and Greek 
verbs, and being rather an apt scholar, bearing olf several 
at the pimlio examinations, 1 wasjpe morning called 
into my uncle's study, and a communication laid before me 
from Mr. Thomas Courtney, jun., my mother’s brother, offering 
to take charge of my future welfare if I should think proper 
to change my views in life, (having been up to this time 
intended for a surgeon in the navy). To this proposition I 
gave a willing a^ent, apd my whole pursuits were at once 
altered : instead of ardently pursuing a liberal profession, 1 
was to be tranformed into a plain, plodding man of business. 
Messrs. Courtney and Sons, having introduced into Scotland 
the manufacture of raven duck, since dignified by the name 
of linen drilling, established a house iu Dundee, where the 
junior partner was to reside, and to whose care my future 
destiny was now entrusted. 

Kever did boy enter upon life with brighter prospects, or 
never did boy exert himself more successfully in the outset. 
My attention and assiduity gained me the entire confidence 
and approbation of my uncle, and at the early age of sixteen, 
1 was entrusted with the superintendence of a business, whioh 
in the various departments of fiax-dressiug, spinning, bleach- 
ing, warping, winding, weaving, lapping and packing, employed 
nearly two'thirds oi the manufacturing population of Kir- 
katdy, Dyaart, East and West Wemyss, Perth, Dundee, Forfar, 
Arbroath, Brechin, Montrose, and Aberdeen, —all furnishing 
their quota of labour, and all passing for inspection through 
my hands. The government contract, held by the house of 
Courtney and Sons, requiring the weekly delivery of at least 
two hundred pieces of cloth, not less than seventy-nine yards 
each in length, and as mu^ more as could be famished ; 
nay, at the age of fifteen I had actually signed policies of 
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insnrftncd and chequeg upon the huikf as the authorised agent 
of Thomas Courtney Jtin., when bnsineBB required hit preeenoe 
in London. What^ tnen, it may well be asked, could induce 
me to throw away such advantages I 

Too MUCH iKDCLOBVei AND TOO MUCH MoiQtY. 

Mj lamented uncle* has been for years numbered with the 
dead : the only fault I can lay to his charge, was (oo much 
h'ndjuss in f/eneral, and only one act of harsh severity. Picture 
a headstrong, high-spirited boy of sixteen, placed on a par 
with men, associating vrith men, eniiusthd with buriness, and 
transacting business like a man, monev at his command, and 
no control exercised over his actions, his word a law to those 
around him. Thus situated,, is it to be wondeipd at, if assailed 
in all quarters by temptation, I sometimes exceeded the 
bounds of prudence. Accustomed to associate with men, 1 
foxgot I was a boy, and gamblina, the most seductive ot vices, 
became the source of dilferenoe between my uncle and myself. 
Kot contented with the card parties, at which, in his com- 
pany, 1 was a frequent visitor, l enrolled myself as a member 
of clubs, composed of clerks and young tribesmen, who met 
at an hotel once or twice a week. My visits to these places 
V )re communicated with much exaggeration to Mr. Courtney, 
who, at once, peremptorily forbade me to touch a card except 
in bis presence. 

To break up these associations, he signified his intention of 
taking me with him to London, on a visit to my mother ; and 
little did I think, when joyfully preparing for this tnp of 
pleasure, it would be the last time 1 should ever see my dear 
mother more. She died ten days after m^ arrival. Thus the 
loss of my surviving parent turned a visit of intended enjoy- 
ment into one of mournful condolenoe, and hastened my return , 
to Dundee. 

1 had a brother two years older than myself, who, from sudden 
fright, had been labouring under temporary insanity. He was 
just recovering; and his friends, fearful the lAockof his mother's 
death might occasion a relapse, his uncle invited him to follow 
us to Dundee, hoping, by change of scene, to obliterate all 
traces of recent sorrow. He accepted the invitation, and from 
the moment of hU arrival in Sines' Square, the demon of 
discord appeared. A coolness, without any apparent cause, 
tr )k place in Mr. Courtney's treatment towards me ; he was 
distant and reserved; while I have frequently heard him Uriah 
praise upon my brother for work which had been actually per- 
formed by me ; nor did he ever, owing to my stubborn oispo* 
sition, become sensible of his mistake, until I had finally Ifljl 
A 5 
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tli« ajid WiUiaia was Inmd moKfMtoi wM 
]iad baeiL pravloiialj swppoied to be bia, but waa now dboe** 
irered to be the bdMmr of Master Fnuib. Poor follow, be vfm 
not accouoteble for hie tictvm, and I verily believe, woi^bl 
have laid down hia life to serve him, of whom he waa nncon' 
Bciously the worst foo. He died at Kirbaldy dmstly after 1 
entered my profesfiional career. 

About &iji time, Mr. Henry Johnston, acoompanied by 
Hartley, and James Wsdiack, then & boy. arrived m Biindee, 
and annoui^eed a medley perf^manee at the theatre. Before 
the commenoemont of the entottainmeaA, a eliango of scene 
pl.'icod Mr. Johnstou wttbmthe walls of a prison, on sttspicioA 
of df;bt : havin':; sudd^inly left Ireland, and t»hen leave of hie 
creditors, whoj toUowm^ close at his hoeln, siaa^prised him in 
the Korth of Scotland. Thus, my first acquaintance with 
the man, who waa dentinod to be the means of my embraoingf 
the stage as a profession, oommoncod within the walls of tl^ 
Dundee gaol. Sympathy for a man of talent in distress, first 
induced me to vudt him ; when, finding his situation almost 
destitute, I need; every effort hi my power to alleviate his dis- 
tress, fnmiAhmg him with every ktxury which my uncle’s 
bouse could affi^d, frequently spending my evenings in his 
society, until I imbibed from bis conversation a romantic 
veneration for ibe drama, and its humblest professor, ending 
in an attempt to establish a privato theatre in Bains’ Square, 
in which I acted once a fortnight before all the fashionables of 
Dundee. H«’ro is w.i», I acquired a reput4U>iou among my 
cunipanions for dramatic talent, which fiaed the Ftake upon 
which I was to bH; 5 ai<l all. 

Mr. Johnston, having been released foom prison under the 
act of " oessio bencrum,** became manager of a company of 
comediaws in Paisley, afterwards obtaining tho Montrose and 
Aberdeen Theatre. In tho latter cities 1 visited him by invi- 
tation, to be present at the first masquerade ever given bo 
fair north in the land of steady habits. Tho fortnight 1 
remained in Almrdeen was spent chiefly in the society of the 
oflieers of the 42d Highlanders, then stationed there, whom I 
had known in Dundee : poor fellows, how many of them 
shortly aflerwarda found a bloody, but a gloriouH grave at 
WateHno. 

. On my return home) a crisis approached little dreamt of, 
and which, in the space of a few short hours, changed my 
future position in society. 1 had been engaged during the 
day, superintending and stowing in the warehouse, a cargo of 
Btga T. IL flax, which had orrived from London. The sub- 
sartpfJon Assembly was to ti^e place at tho Town Hall in the 
evenings to which my uncle, my brother, and myself, were 
going; I waa much fatigued, and not being very fond of 
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daaicing, woi^d inlUngly have fdr^&e the ball. bv^ther 
William, busily engaged in tidorning hh person, had neglected 
-to copy a letter of some ithportanoe to Mr. Willis, of Kir- 
kaldy, which my uncle, much' displeased at the neglect, desired 
me to copy, at once. J told him 1 was very tired, and that 
WilJiam ha^ better be called down. He said rath^ harshly, 
'' sir. do it yourself.” This 1 reftised. What followed, I 
never rtin forget. He deliberately rose from his seat, i cached 
the 1- 4,ier*booS:, placed it open on his detk, lighted the candles, 
placed a chair before the desk, and then addressed mo thus — 
“ V< Ming man, I give you five minutes to determine. If you do 
not begin to copy this letter at the expiration of that time, by 
the (rod above us, we shall see whether you or I are master 
here, for I begin to doubt it.'' He laid his M*atch upon the 
t ible, and pacing up and down the room, became each moment 
more excited. When the time expired, he again jiskcd me if 
I intended to copy that letter. The monosyllalde no was 
scarcely uttered, when 1 fmind myself prostrated by a blow — 
ilifrt filoir m{t(h wt’ ov I rose, took the pen, copied the 

iei,t(T, and left the Ixmesc, with a hrm determination nover to 
(inter it again. T'.at evening, I^tr, Court!uly and my brother, 
the cause of all the mi schief, visited th^' ball, while I paraded 
ifte p/r'-'ots, Fcarcrly kuouing, from ]>H/*i‘ion and mortitioaiion, 
% lat I waM doi’”i, ai c irnng -((ill ics^. With my mind in this 
leveriHh Henry .i viIinHton, ai.'i the idea of becoming an 
actor, hi."9t pi' -enttfl iti-’clf. 

laddre.'Mii a letter to Mr. Johnston, tolling him I had 
resolved to leave Hondee for ever, re([uesting his instniction 
and support, as 1 wished tomnko the stage iny profession. In 
the morning, I informed llv. Courtney of what I had done.— 
He laughed at the idea, but huding mo seriously bent upon it, 
he used his utmost endeavour to combat it. Asan amusement, 
he said, he had no objection to it, but lo make it the only 
depeudenc '3, w hereby to live, he never could consent, adding — 
“ Your own hendstrong and ungovcrnublo temper led to a 
coUirtion, which I most sincundy regret, and could wish obli- 
terated from MMir memory.” 1 replied, ** I’^oulirve degraded 
me, sir, by a blow, and I tecl I never can be comfoi table again 
under your roof; on your return frvua London, you will not 
find me here ” And thns wc p.irtcd, 

Henry Johnston, in a few aayi after this interview, passed 
through the town of Dundee with his coinpiiiy, on the way 
t.; M-ontrosB. Ho aliu) urged me mo»t htrormoudy U) abandon 
my intention ; bui finding me fixed in rny resolve, jwomi^ed to 
aid mv vi*uva to the ntmost of his power, as a poor rripiital 
for the Idndues®^ he W'ns plcxi§c(l to say,* I had heaped upon 
him. U was decided 1 shoiild hold myself in readiness to obey 
bin Hummous, and ho would write to mo aa early as he could to 
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make arrangements for my reception . At the end oi throe 
weeks I received the following letter from him : — 

' ^ Pj!Ar Fwank, *• Mon tTO»e, July, 1814. 

“ Suppose you muster your Dundee friends for a trial here in .Zanga, 
on Friday next, if you are still bent upon ruin; but remember the hints 
and predictions of one who has no other motive at heart than your welfare, 
in return for kindness, when placed in a most unliappy situation. Spencer 
has agreed to support you as Carlos. Respects to all. Yours sincerely, 
(Signed,) Henry Erskine Johnston.” 

On receipt of tliifl, I started the following evening for Mon- 
trose, where I arrived eaily on Friday morning. 1 breakfasted 
at Hr. Hunter’s, The Montrose Arms, and asked with a palj)!- 
tating heart for a play bill, which, to my astonishment, an- 
nounced the Tragedy of Donglas as the play for this ominous 
Friday. Enquiring of Mr. Johnston the reason of the change, 
X learnt that Mr. Spencer, who was to have played Carlos, was 
confined with a fit of gout, and the Kevenge could not be 
acted. But; said he, ** Y ou have played N orval ; do it to-night ; 
it will give me an opportunity of judging, and in case of failure, 
which we will not anticipate, your secret will be confined to 
your own breast.” I, therefore, acted Young Norval, with his 
name in the play-bill for the part, and this should, in strict 
justice, bo considered my first appearance on a public stage ; 
but no record of it being in existence, 1 date my theatrical 
career from my opening in Glasgow, as Selim, in the Tragedy 
of Barbarosfia, two months later. Douglas was thus cast on 
the occasion— Young Norv’aljWcmyss ; Glenalvon, Scott ; Lord 
Bandolph, Emley ; Old Norval, H. Johnston ; l^ady Randolph, 
Mrs. St. Leger ; and Anna, Miss Charlotte O’Keefe. Thus was 
the decisive step taken. I returned to Dundee, with the per- 
fect understanding that I was to meet Mr. Johnston in Glasgow, 
ou the opening of the theatre there, of which he bad become 
the lessee. 

On a fine summer morning 1 crossed the Tay, with the de- 
termination of walking to Kinghom, and so crossing the Frith 
of Forth to Leith, proceed to Edinburgh ; the distance to be 
aocomplished, about thirty-six miles. This, to a young man, 
who had never walked ten miles at any one time, was a serious 
undertaking; however, I arrived at the "fany iow/i" of Kir- 
kaldy, where 1 made a halt, sleeping at the factory of Messrs. 
Courtney and Son, there; received five pounds from Mr. 
Jamieson, their agent, telling him 1 was on my way to Glas- 
gow, but not divulging the secret of my journey. Crossing 
to Leith the following morning, I secured a place in the 
Glasgow mail, from the Bull's Head, in Leith walk, and re- 
sol vra to spend the day with my uncle and Aunt Wemyss — 
the last 1 ever passed in their company. Hr. Otho Wemyss 
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accdtnp&nied me to the ooaeh, little dreaming, tvh^n he bade 
( rod bless me, and send me safely to my journey’s end, on 
what errand I was bound. The guard’s horn blew, the words 

all right” pronounced, and I was fairly started. Wo arrived 
in Glasgow at two o’clock on Monday morning, when 1 retired 
tc bed to dream of success, and a prosperous career. 

After a hearty breakfast at the Tontine Coffee-House, I 
walked to the theatre, w^here I found the ploy announced for 
the ftpening was Hamlet, in which Mr. and Mrs. Charles 
Kemble were to play Hamlet and Ophelia ; H. Johnston, the 
Ghost; Mrs. St. Leger, the Queen: Emley, J^aertes; Berry, 
(the best comedian in Scotland,) PoloiiiuB ; and Spencer^ the 
King. This was the best acted play 1 had seen. The im- 
pression made upon my mind was one of tinqualified delight : 
such language delivered by such artists is not often heard 
out of I^oiidon. 1 can, at a distance of twenty six years, 
recall almost every action of every player engaged on that 
night. 

My reception by Mr Johnston was, as Baillie Nichol Jarvle 
says, “ the north side of friendly” — coolness is scarcely a snf- 
ficieijt name — it was actually rudeness.^ He called me into 
the manager's room, and addressed me thus — Well, young 
11 ' in, here you are, I see. Have you your uncle’s consent for 
tliia folly 1” (He knew f had not, as I had distinctly explained 
to him my situation in Montrose, when ho pledged himself to 
do every thing in his power to advance my interest in the 
profeshion I had chosen ) 1 of course answered, *' No,” T/ien 
I do nol AviJ'er you to act until IhauC his written consent.** And, 
without another word, he walked out of the room, leaving me 
perfectly astonished at the change in his behaviour, heretofore 
so kind and courteous. Had he, when the subject was ffrst 
broached between us, acted thus, although I might have felt 
hurt at his conduct, my judgment, knowing myself to be a 
minor, and a runaway boy, might have pronounced it right ; 
but I was at this moment in Glasgow, on his express inyitation, 
with the full knowledge of every thing that had transpired 
between my uncle and myself, and the positive assurance, not 
< uly of his protection, but assistance. From wbat has since 
oLCurrcd, I may say, with justice, had Mr. Johnston at this 
time devoted a small portion of his leisure to my instruction, 
ho would have repaid himself handsomely, from my future 
e' ortions, and deserved the gratitude of one, to whom he had 
a^^xnowledged himself under many personal favours. He chose 
the course already mentioned, and converted a warm friend 
and devoted enthusiast into a bitter foe. 

My situation at the close of this interview was any thing 
but agreeable. 1 bad left my home, without money, offended 
my friends, depending upon the word of a man who had Bad< 
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dcnly apprised me that I bad nothing to ho^ from him. Thus 
foiled, prudence should have dictated an immediate return ; 
blit my pride was wounded, and the fear of ridicule prevented 
an acknowledgment of error, which w'oiild have immediately 
reinstated me in the r^ffecition of my uncle. 1 therefore boldly 
resolvad to make an application to a Htrolling manager, named 
Mobs, well known in the theatrical world, and not unknown 
to fame, in a motropolitan theatre. He was at this time with, 
liis company at Falkirk. Thither 1 proceeded in the canal 
boat, and waited upon him, drcRacd lor the ofbasion — uhen, 
after an interview of nearly an hour, it was agreed I should 
open on the following Thursday, aw Young Norval, and be 
rated on tho books for a ihm. Well pleased with this ar- 
rangement, all 7 >re?ent dillieiiUy Beeraed overcome, and T was 
already, in my opinion, the future hero of the l ompany. Here, 
again, 1 was doomed to meet a bitter mortification. I was 
pnnotual, according to promise, at the theatre fir rehearsal ; 
but, oh ! v'hat a checl fo jirond inrxhitioi ]'' — this theatre, the 
object of my hope, and my dcftire, was a har,\^ fitted up in the 
rmlest stylo; but 1 consoled myself wuth the kiiowUdgo that 
John Kemble had ac^id in a barn ; therefore, It could be no 
disparagement to mo, and Ihoro Ava-i something romantic in. 
the idea. of thus entering the profession at the lowest round 
of the ladder. Ihit. wh«-n the ladies and gentlemen aM.=embled 
to rehearse, FalBlaffs ragged regiment in apparel were j^rinces 
to thorn — with tho solitary cxcepi ion of the manager, there 
was not a doccntly-drcascd individual. As to a whole coat, 
that appeared to be a luxury totally unknown ; yet, there was 
a shabby genteel appearance among them, which spoke of 
better days, and a certain strut, by which tho strolling pla\er 
ifl readily detected by tho eye of a professional brother. "As 
each actonvas introduced, I could scarce represR a smile — but 
my courage failed ; I resol v(‘d not to make one of their num- 
ber. Approaching Mr. Moss, I rerjuested a fe.iv moment’s 
conversation ; related to him as much of iny Inst ory as it was 
necessary he should know ; told him I had decided on return- 
ing homo, and wished to decline acting ‘altogether. 1’n liis 
credit be it spoken, although he had a pro^^pcct <^f a woll-ljllcd 
house, he approved my rec»olution, offering to lend mo tho 
mean?, if necessary, of putting, as ho said, mv praiseworthy 
intention into practice. This was my second ond last interview 
with Mobs. I’oor fellow, he is doad ; but this cenorous act of 
his would shame many of those who are continually railing 
at the immorality of the stage, yet would not stroteh forth 
their hand to prevent a youth from plunging headlong into 
such a vortex of vice and dissipation, as they describe it. 
Verhuin saty wlxich, being rendered into plain American^ mcanf? 
— « null Bed.” 
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CIIAriER II. 

Effects of Radtnilge. Rcflectirms and HcRrcts. Ptape Fright. Gratitude 

oi a Manager. A Lawyer’* ()iuni<m of the Stage as a Professk'i^ Two 

Letters. Look on this Picture and on that. * 

Jv 1 eoald belike ia the doctrine of predofitination, I should 
say it was my Ute to become an itotor ; for 1 solemnly declare, 
at the moment 1 placed my/oot in the (Ilasgow mail coach, 
as it passed through Falkirk, to return home, 1 had lirnily re- 
solved to abandon, for ever, my foolish project, and by 
strenuously devoting myself to business, iii.ako all the atone- 
ment in my power for the loss of time and trouble I bad occa- 
sioned to my relations. One unfortunate occMirrence again 
altered all my well formed resolutions. On my arrival in 
Dundee, on the ^Oth of June, 1814, Mr. Courtney was enter- 
taining a party of gentlemen at dinner. The officiouaness of 
a servant, in announcing my arrival, produced a message re- 
questing my presence in the dining-room. This summons I 
readily obeyed ; but no sooner had 1 opened the door, and 
stool fairly over the threshold, than one universal roar of 
laughter burst from the crowded table, accompanied with 
exprewiions like the following : “ Make room for Roscius” — 

Here comes the proud reprcBentative of Shakspeare’a heroes” 
— Right weloomo back to Denmark” — “A frog ho would a 
wooing go,” &C. &c. &c. 

This ill-timed badinage sealed my fate. Smarting under the 
lash of Jests, the truth of which I could not but inwardly 
acknowledge, 1 replied to my uncle’s question of^ — “ re you 
fared of your folly, and determined tor the future to attend 
iJosdy to “ Ko, sir, 1 am off again to morrow morn- 

ing.” .Not another word was uttered upon the subject; but 
from that moment, 1 used all my endeavours to obtain his 
consent to my becoming an actor. Instead of candidly ac- 
knowledging myself disgusted with scenes 1 had witnessed, I 
uttered the first untruth that ever passed my lips to Mr, 
Courtney, stating my return was only^for the purpose of ob- 
taining from him a written acknowledgment of Lis approbation 
of the course I was pursuing, without which Mr. Johnston 
WOT. id not permit mo to act ; that my mind was firmly fixed 
upon the subject; that his refusal would have the effect of 
driving me into the society of the first strolling company who 
would receive me, instead of commencing my career in a 
lespeotable theatre, with every prospect of success. 

Thus urged, his kindness and indulgence got the better of 
his judgment. He furnished me with the necessary dvcdment, 
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j^enerauflly adding a monthly allowance of ten pounds sterling, 
which was afterwards reduced to five, and finally to three ; 
which sum he continued to allow me to the hour of his death. 
Thus, the folly of friends, in a moment of hilarity, prevented 
by an ill-timed jest, the return of a headstrong fad of seven- 
teen, ^ the path which interest and duty poiuted clearly to 
be ri^t 

The die being now oast, before 1 proceed, let me do justice 
to one whose memory 1 revere, whose kindness I abused, to 
whom I was indebted for moilt,than parental iiAulgence. His 
liberality in not withdrawing from me his countenance and 
support, but granting me pecuniary aid, with the hope that 1 
ahould repent my folly, will be so strongly contrasted with the 
conduct of my father’s family, that, had Mr. Courtney fol- 
lowed their advice, I should, in all probability, have become 
the worthless vagabond they feared. Many a time haK the 
monthly allowance, which arrived punctually to the hour, 
been the support not only of myself, but others in the same 
distressed situation. Those only who have experienced the 
vicissitudes of a strolling player’s life, can know or feel the joy 
with which such a windfall as three pounds would be hailed 
in what is termed a had iQicn>, where, probably, all were in 
debt, many without a penny in their pockets, and none with a 
dinner to supply their wants. Through his bounty was i 
enabled to avoid the shifts and tricks of my professional asso- 
oiates, although I have felt, and keenly too, the bitter smart 
of poverty, l ean proudly say, in reviewing this part of my 
career, that no disbonourable act stains its progress, never 
having quitted a town, as a strolling actor, in which I did not 
faiUifullv discharge eveiw claim against me. 

The eWaoter of Mr. Thomas Courtney, junior, may be thus 
summed up. He possessed a soul of honour, a he^ at all 
times open to a tale of distress, and a hand ever ready to re- 
lieve it ; he was the orphan’s friend, the poor man’s hope, 
and the rich man's example. To him may be truly applied 
Bhakspeate’s language — 

** Ho wu • man, take him for all in all. 

Eyes shall not look upon bii Uke again.” 

* 

Heath closed his career at the early age of twenty- eight : but 
he Uvea in the reoollection of his numerous acta of kindness, 
and may my children, while they drop a tear to the memory 
of iheir fatner’s benefactor, learn to imitate bis virtues, and 
aveSd their father’s failings. 

With what difierent feeling did I now leave the town of 
Dundee lor Glasgow — ^reconciled to my uncle, furnished with 
a supply of cash, amounting to fifty pounds, and the written 
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approval of my coureo — to present myself before Mr. Johnston^ 
convinced that every difficulty ^ras surmounted. When I met 
hi/n, he seemed at a loss how to receive me. Being informed 
1 had procured my uncle's approbation, he desired me to meet 
him in the green-room on the following morning. Here I waa 
introduced to Mr. Charles Kemble, who drew anything |^ut a 
nattering picture of the life of an actor, giving himself as an 
iiHtancf oi tho precarioui^ tenure of their engagements, enjoy- 
ing the favour pf the public in the highest degree ; but irom 
} ho caprice of tik management, ei!cluded at that time from 
both the London theatres, of which he was one of the brightest 
ornaments, and strongly recommending me to abandon all 
thoughts of the stage. 

1 1 was now arranged that 1 should make my first appearance 
as Selim, in the play of Barbarossa, which part was selected 
by Mr. J uhnston on account of my youth. 1 committed the 
words to memory, expecting to receive from the manager those 
instructions in the business of tbe stage bo was so capable of 
imparting; hut to my astonishment, Mr. Johnston did not 
even attend my first and only rehearsal. 

The awful night, pregnant with my fate, arrived. I entered 
on my theatrical career on tbe first night of the Glasgow fair, 
July th, 1814 : never shall I forget the dreadful sensation I 
experienced, as I heard the prompter's bell to begin the 
]day. My mouth became perfectly parched, my ton^e re- 
fused its office, and, dressed as I was, one word wouH have 
prevented my attempt. Ma^e frigid — I will not attempt to 
describe thee — actors know too well what it is ; and auditors, 
who see no difficulty in acting, should bo placed but once 
before tbe lamps, in a crowded theatre, to make them silent 
critics for ever. 

Like William the Conqueror, 1 made a stumbling entrance 
to my future throne. Wishing to appear erect, and not to 
lose an inch of my height, 1 was carrying my head with 
martial prerision, when my too caught in the stage carpet, 
bringing me to a kneeling position before tbe mighty Barba- 
rossa, not in the most graceful manner. This added to my 
^ right, and induced a facetious member of the company to 
declare, at the end of the performance, if I wanted my voice 
again, it would be found in the folds of the green curtain, 
beyond which not a sound had penetrated. Yet, I was loudly 
applau 'ted by tbe audience, and perfectly satisfied with my 
reception ; so much so, that 1 ventured to ask Mr. Johnston 
what emolument I was to receive for my future exeriions. 
Here is his reply. 


" (copy.) 

u my opinion you will aevir make an aeU»| and the loonet you 
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mtUTit the better. When you resume your late respectable 

■Itliatlon iu society^ I shall be proud and happy to renew our late firiendahip. 

<'Yours^ &c‘. 

(Signed) Hs^^hv Erskinu JoasrsToJr.’' 

And tliQB ended all the promises of support* bo liberally 
made on his part* and bo foolishly depended upon on mine. 
We separated* to meet again in Philadelphia* in the year 
1888, when he applied to me for an engagement at the Wal- 
nut Street Theatre. What strange events daily occur in this 
world. Who could have supposed that the Glasgow manager* 
who so summarily dismissed a boy of seven teen, in 1814, 
should in 1838, have applied to that boy for permission to act 
in a Philadblphia theatre, of which he had become the mana- 
g!sr, and be refused, for want of talent* having become per- 
fectly superannuated. 

Thus repulsed, Mr. Bmley* an excellent actor, and my con- 
stant companion, advised me to make an application to an old 
fHend of his, a Mr. Seville, who had the management of a 
small itinerant company, then playing in Port Glasgow. I 
accordingly addressed a letter to him, and received a most 
flattering answer, offering mo a fair trial, stating he had been 
introduced to me, by J>r, Horsley* in Dundee, when a member 
of the Edinburgh company of comedians, under the manage- 
ment of Mr. Henry Riddons, and had a favourable idea of my 
talent if properly cultivated ; requested mo to proceed with- 
out delay, to Port Glasgow, and all minor points cfjuld be 
settled between us when wo mot. On tlio 4 th day of Septem- 
ber, 1814, I departed from Glasgow, in the Clvde steamboat, 
and on the following Monday, pl.iyed Voung Norval, at Port 
Glasgow. The manager being pleased with the performance, 
engaged me as a member of bivS company, the same evening, 
at the enormous sum of fifteen Bhilling*^, (not quito .'1 dollars 
fiO cents) per week, with a promise of increase, as 1 should 
improve, or appear worthy ; which promise he faithfully kept. 

I ^d eight shillings per week for board and lodging. But 
never having, heretofore* known the want of money, I Lave 
fre(jtieutly, in one afternoon, spent double the amount of my 
weekly stipend ; until finding myself in debt, from which I 
Lad no other means of extricating myself, than by pawning 
my watch aud chain, on which 1 borrowed ten p{ninds sterling, 
which 1 was unable to redeem for sw many nioziths. This was 
a salutary warning, teaching me the ne(;e'>it> of living ac- 
cording to the rnles of oepnomy, and may bo called my first 
lesson in adversity. 

On the 22nd of September, my salary was raised to one 
pound PtcrUng, for studying the words of Captain Absolute, 
in tbAimviJs, 9i six houfs notice, and presenting myself be- 
fore the public* perfect to a monosyllable. I, was not awaro 
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that I had performed anjthing like a mirade, until on the 
following Saturday, a very flattering note informed me of the 
increase of remuneration, and conveyed to me the thanka of 
Mr. Kevillo and his pariner Hr. Shaw, for my kindneea on 
the occasion. 

The company consisted at this period of Mesara. KeviUe 
and Shaw, (tho managers,) Mr. and Mrs. Ryder, Mr. Mullen* 
der, Mr. Hart, (known aa old Joe Hart,) Mr. M'Caim^ Mr. 
Martin. Kt. Mitchel, Mr. Wem 3 rB 8 , Mrs. Mills, Mrs. Shaw, 
Mrs. Neville, and Mrs. Hart. Many pleasant hours have I 

S Visaed In the society of the Ryders. To Mra. Ryder, 1 am in- 
ebted for my first instruction in the business of the'stage : to 
her alone, I attribute the rapid improvement 1 made daring 
the first six months of my career. When she left the com- 
pany, my^good genius departed with her. The Port Glasgow 
c'ompany occupies a place in my memory, associated with the 
most unalloyed pleasure I ever experienced in my profession. 
The managers were most friendly to me ; each actor seemed 
to take pride in affording me every information in his power. 
Plcasod with these attentioxis, I looked upon the life of an 
actor, as one of uninterrupted felicity. The diflicnlty I had 
experienced in enrolling my name among them, adding to my 
satisfiiction at the result. 

Thus> pleased with myself and with every one around me, I 
received the following letter from my uncle Oourtney. My 
rcfnsiitg to listen to the proposal therein contained proves the 
entire ^i^cendancy which the stage at this ^.me possessed ov«s: 
my mlud. 

(Copy.) 

Dkah IPnAyK, 

I liave but just roturuptl from EdinburgTi, where I found your Uncle 
.lud Aunt Weinyss in the greatest mental distress, on aeeounl of tlic line 
pf life YOU have thought proper to lulopt. At tluMr instigation 1 am in- 
duced to repeat the offer alreadj made, provided you will abandon ytuir 
proem folly, of allowing you the ehoiee of any profession you may name, 
for the |)ro•^ecut>cm of which, I will provide you with a suitable main- 
tenanee, until you shall be enabled to live by the profits of your occupa- 
tion. Weigh this well la your mind, and after due consideratioi), let me 
know ihe result of your determioation ; at all events, write a ftew lines to 
\uur uncit' in £ilinhurgh. 

Yours most aifhotioiiately, 

(Signed) Thos. Codhtncy, Jmra. 
Bain's Square, Dundee, Sept., 18H. 

<»a the day 1 received this letter, my first Benefit wan to 
take place,* Tho play fixed upon was George Barnwell, the 
afterpiece The Lying Valet. My name waa announced in 

*Thls produced ine, after paying the charges of the manager, the eaor- 
moub profit of threa ' cud sixpence. 
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large letters for Geoive Barnwell— flnt time. • Thinking this 
a good opportnnitT of oohyejing to xny friends the idea that I 
was mahing rapid strides in my new profeesion, I enclosed a 
bill of the play to each of n^ nacles — one to Mr. Courtney at 
DandeOfthe other to Mr. Wemyss at Edinbnrgh. 1 should 
aoarcely have recorded this ciroiimstance, but that my unde 
Wemyss alludes to it hereafter in a most bitter manner. 

Looking at my past life as 1 noio do, I am astonished that 
any infatuation (and such 1 admit a passion for the stage to 
be) could have induced me to have rejected the offer contained 
in the above letter, yet such was the cose ; and had a fortune 
beyond my wildest hopes been tendered to me at that time, 
coupled with the positive injunction of never agdn appearing 
upon the stage, I should have rejected it without the slightest 
regret : my only wonder is, that Mr. Courtney continued his 
kind allowauoe, urged as he was by Mr. Wemyss to abandon 
me to my fate, and even reproached by him as encouraging me 
in my headstrong disobedience. 

A few days brought me an answer to both my letters, the 
• contents of which were as follows 

(copy PROH O. H. WSMYttil.) 

"Dublin SI., Edinburgh, Sep., 1814. 

Your unexpected epiatlc, so well calculated to call forth all the angry 
paaaions on a subject Te(iuiring peculiar care and circumspection, now lies 
before me. 

'* The infatuation must indeed be Irresistible, that can induce any hu* 
naan being, blessed with an ordinary share of intellect, voluntarily to pre- 
fer the society of the profligate and lowest dregs of the community, to- 
gether with a life of contempt, penury, and wretchedness of every 
description, and not unftequently attended w'ith ulterior eonseciucnces of a 
still more alarming nature, to the countenance and e>tccm of a numerous 
circle of friends and relations, and to those habits of Industry, which 
must infallibly have led, in a few years, to a useful, creditable, indepen- 
dent situation in society. 

" Such, howe\ ei, is your resolution, not taken under the impulse of pas. 
Kion, arising from any grievance, real or pretended, or from any di&tastc 
to the line of life which your friends had, with your own approbation, 
destined you, but deliberately taken, and wilfully adhered to, in face of 
rejieated remonstrances, and of uflkrs so generous and liberal, as were 
perhaps never beioic made to any young man in similar circumstances. 
Woeful experience will teach you, too late, the real value of these advan- 
tages you have thus unaccountably neglected. I say, too tate— for you 
deceive yourself miserably if you imagine you can at any time relinquish 
your present disgraceful career, and resume your proper sphere in society : 
your best friends may not always be willing to receive even a return- 
ing penitent. Habits of idleness inimical to all manly exertious, will in- 
sensibly be formed, while every hour of lost time, by preventing the 
neoesi.ary prcvloustuition, will infbliibly obstruct any attempt to establish 
you in a more uselUl. creditable sttoation m society. 

"I fun not so presumptuous as to expect to lufcced, where others. 
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rntltlad to tqUAl reapect with mjrtelf, hAvcalreAdy failed ; but X feel it an 
Imperipus call of duty to make the attempt. Let me then conjure you in 
the roost forcible manner, again to peruse your Uncle Courtney’s letter, 
ofiEbrmg you the option of any profession you may desire, wkieh Hhait be 
prosecuted at his expemo. Should j/ou, then, be Inclined to avail your- 
self of fhis uncommonly generous. oflfbr, I shall indeed feel a proud satis- 
faction incmiveving to him your sentiments, procuring a total obliteration 
of the past, anii lorwarding your views, as far as consistent with reason and 
jiropri'dv— resoisUionmust be immedisUe. Should ypu still jienlst 
\ n y OUT present ruinous and disgraceful career, your refusal can add nothing 
. I he poignancy of that distress, which 1 , in common with all your friends. 
Imve felt from your misconduct; but supported by the proud con- 
sciousness of having performed my duty to you, from the earliest hour up 
to the present moment, I shall attempt the painful task of forgetting for 
ever that such a being exists, as was once the object of my fondest care, 
and unrc**mtting solicitude, and from whom I had every reasonable pros- 
]>ect of much belter things. You cannot have forgotten how. In earnest 
('onversation, I once told you I would rather see you n common hangman 
than A player ; since the one, though unquestionably the lowest, was 
still a useful member of society ; while the other, in my opinion, was 
something worse than useUsi,. These opinions would remain unaltered, 
even if you. by a miracle, should become a perfect paragon, exceeding any 
thing ever dreamt of, not to say, actually seen or heard, of theatrical ex- 
cellence, instead of gaining, with a set of miserable strollers, a pittance less 
than the usages of a common porter, or daily labourer. 

“ To me it is now perfectly immaterial under what name* you play the 
fool, or whether your fooleries shall be successful or not ; however, the 
practical bull of enclosing your play-bill might have been spared : but 
the piece was certainly well chosen. In Barnwell, if I mistake not, there 
U an affectionate, lU-uscd uncle, suflTering the extreme of misery, A-om the 
profligate habits of an infatuated and misled nephew. If the similarity 
of situation was felt by the actor, the character must have been portrayed 
with much natural effect. 

** Having thus put it once more within your power to extricate yourself 
with honour from the ruinous and disgraceful career in which you have 
so imjirudently embarked, my paper permits me to add three words only<^ 

Pause — RE i-LKci — B bcide : 

and on your decision it rests, whether this shall or shall not be. the last 
letter you ever receive from your justly offended, but still affectionate 
unde, (Signed) Orno Herman WuMvaa.” 

Thifl letter would probably bave bad a greater effect, bad 
tbe language been leas strong. I acknowledge nothing could 
be more feUcitous than tbe hit at my playbill ; but to use my 
uncle's own expression, nothing could be so well calculated to 
call forth all the angry expressions. Comparing a player to 
a hangman, and giving the latter tbe pr^erance in society, 

^ "My uncle had previously requested that I would cease to dishonour 
my father's memory, by using his mimR as the designation of a mounte* 
btiUu 
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if ft vftrjr pretty idet^ but moRt galUnf to the feelingfl of ft 
romftatic aotioiftte, doBirouB only of obtaining fame in tht'< 
thefttrioal world* 1 had been habituated to admirO) flrom my 
birth, hie talent as an advocate, and thia letter is the oOSipring 
oC Ho common mind. Notwithstanding his bigoted hoatility 
to the alHge, 1 shoald hail with satisfaction the hoar of oar , 
rOoonotUatloD, which 1 hope is not far dlatant. 

1 will now ]>rooded with Mr. Courtney’s letter, written in 
a very di^erent spirit ; and although ho would freely hare 
given thousands to have recalled me from my foolish career, 
offering every thing that man could offer, to induce me to 
adopt some other mode of obtaining a living ; yet finding me 
determined to persevere, he used his utmost ondeavour to 
make the thorny path as smooth as possible, aiding me by 
advice, which his o#n acute observation on mankind ren- 
dered him so capable of affording,— that no old actor ever 
placed a better set of general rules before a pupil for his in- 
struction, than Mr* €,, without any green-room Knowledge of 
the profession, here penned for my guidance. 

(corv vaoM hhomas sonarNar, juke.) 

**DKAE FftlNK,— * * * * 

« • < « * « « « 

• ♦ • Now that you arc embarked in your profeBsion, 

and fool so certain of doing well, I trust you will spare no pains to make 
yourself as respectable OB you can { and of all things, as a player, aroid 
over looking at your audjcnco, but always at tlie person who acUircHses you 
oa the stage, and wiium you have in your tuni to address. I consider 
this fault the greatest u man can be guilty of, and wc find is only practised 
liy valu, woak<mjndc(l men, who fancy that tlu'ir persons and their atti- 
tudes arc aiunc tho source from which they are to derive applause, instead 
of learning that it is the style of delivery, added to the feeling, tliat the 
player portrays. In his wish tef imprcbs his audicneu with the meaning of 
his author : that alone gives delight. Y ou will be sure to discover ihis if 
you pay strict attention to gooil performers, such as John Kemble, Charles 
Young, Ac., dtc. ; and as you have had an exeellcnt education, and are 
supposed not to waut ability, 1 hope wc shall f)n<l tliat you excel in what- 
ever you undertake ; for a man must never think of half measures — In', 
very soul must be full of what he engages himself in, whether it be in 
acting, or whothcr it be in amusement ; whclhct in the couuting-rooni 
or behind the counter ; whether os a sportsman in the field, or as 
a private gr^utlonian, enjoying the social conversation of Ills friends, 
it IS alike in all| and the man wlio succml«begt is he who is never 
absent, and only taken up with what he has immediately before 
him. 1 hoiK- you will also gee, that it is impossible to please, 
without fir-ii studying and well understanding your author: ihcre- 
foro, beiore you play any new part, you ought to make a point of 
reading over the whole ploy with studious attantion, at lea»t thxae times, 
before you atumpt to vommit to momory yout om put, for yon vrlU 
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oft^*n find i>oint8 that ought to fix: your attontlon^ in a s«coti<l or third 
reading, which would have been ovcrkxiked in a first perusal, which should 
jie aiiuidercd only as a cursory review. Think particularly of tills, and 
always lx‘ar in iniiid, that you are playing for reputation, which will 
prompt you to act as well, before half a dozen people, as licfore a crowded 
aiidu‘U(\ . The actors with whom you are playing, arc sure to give a 
Tight cvstimaUc'i to the line of conduct which Is pursued in this way, end 
must ru'knnv ! ige it to proceed from a superior mind. Try also to Im- 
prov youiscit in joui temper ; for it often occurs on the stage, in eases 
<>»■ unruly cKbpleiisure on the part of an audience, without the Cause being 
• 1 the actor, that a man who wants moderation and sense, is apt to show 
-pleen towards the company present, whicli must spoil his style, if be be 
ever so good .i player. 

** Thc^e little remaiks, 1 hope, you will attend to, as far as you think and 
feidtlioci tu be oirrcct, and 1 flupiioscit will not surprise you, now you 
have legularly embarked in thib profession, to have your Uncle Otlio, Mr. 
Sinclair Weymss, and myself, among your audience: but you may be sure, 
wc shall take care not to see you, before we sec you on the stage, that wo 
may torin our opinion of your uikual method of playing. 

W itli regard to the reduction of your income, wli.it I wrote to you in my 
last K my Hxeii determination upon It: I will give you no more than five 
pounds per month, beginning on the first day of September. Your cousin, 
sinehur Wcinyss, was 'urpri«,ed I should allow you anything. I shall eon- 
siilcr tiiat I do more than my duty, iii granting you an allowance of sixty 
pounds tcrling, .iniiuni, which is a liieliiiood of itsiif ; and your pro- 
fession must pay its own e\peiises, luul keep you bemdes, or it will be but 
a poor one ; howc\er, whether it docs or not, cannot nov/ be helped, it is 
your own ctioiec, and you must be gatislled with it. 1 expect tu hear ftum 
you regularly, and am always, 

*' Your affectionate uncle, 

** Dundee, Sept., IS 11.” (Signed,) ♦* Tiioa. CouaxNitY, 3wn** 

1 sLrJi not to decide vrhicli of these letters was the 

taoat j udicious ; 1 am certain they were both written in the 
same spirit — for uuj 'tGelfart. The former closed the 
doors agaiu^t me fur over, unless its terms were complied with 
instaritJy, while the other was intenc, upon preventing, if pos- 
sible the evils feared by both ; but which happily for me have 
not been realised. 


CHAPTER III. 

Rather ^ o long a Walk for Plcamrt' Great Benefit. Shaw, the Singer. 
Wbbkey Punch and Burns’ Cottage. Theatrical Row. M' Alpine and 
M'Caun. Trii'fi Stiolling. Effects of the first "hiss” upon the 
iienu-b of a Novice. Berry, the Edinburgh Comedian. 

Ik a few days after the loceipt of theeo letters, the season 
Port Gtesgow. I spent afew day»at teonock, wtee 
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the Glaigow compeny were then performings and proceeded on 
the BaoiBiona of NeTllie and Shaw, to oemmenoe in 

company of Kr. and Mrs. Hjder, my first strolling journey. 
The next town at which we were to perform, was Irvine : and 
with three shillings and sixpence in my pocket, the proceeds 
of my beneht, 1 started to walk this journey. 

Hr. and Mrs. Byder’s family, consisted of three children, 
two young girls and an infant boy, the last, rather a tax upon 
travellers, as he had to be carried the whole distance. In order 
to relieve the lady as much as possible, 1 volunteered to carry 
him, mile and mile, with his father ; bat before we reached 
Kilwinning, 1 was scarcely able to carry myself. Mrs. Byder 
proved the best pedestrian of the party, and 1 have ever grate- 
fully remember^ the care and attention she heaped upon me 
after onr arrival in Irvine, when the blistered state of my feet 
rendered me unable to walk for two or three days. Bhe is 
dead— bat a kinder heart never beat in woman's bosom — yet 
withal, she possessed a most violent temper. Many a time has 
my presence averted the storm from poor Ryder ; but with all 
her faults, when she died, he lost, in truth, his better half, for 
she was a most excellent and thrifty housewife. 

Irrine is a very pretty little town, surrounded by a variety 
of diversified walks. Our theatre was the Town Hall which 
Neville had fitted up with much taste*', and more tact, than 
commonly falls to the lot of an actor descending from the stilts 
of a royal theatre, to bp thp humble manager of a company of 
strolling players. 

Our company was here reinforced, by the addition of Mr. 
Berriman and Miss Laing. The Irvine folks appeared de- 
lighted with our efforts ; the pieces were really wml acted, the 
tact of the manager refnsing to attempt whatever he deemed 
beyond the talent of those under his control, and selecting 
such pieces, as he was enabled to present, with every part 
filled with ability. With all the knowledge 1 subsequently 
acquired of patented theatres, few, if any out of London, could 
have filled their ** dramatis persomc'* as well as this little com- 
pany. 

Of the Mod people of Irvine, I, at least, am bound to speak 
with gratitude, the hall upon my benefit night being literally 
mmmed. As 1 was fortunate enough, Uius, to eclipse all the 
^tter actors, it is but fair I should assign the reason. A gen- 
tleman of tlm town had written a trifling drama on the sub- 
ject of Burns' Tam O'Shanter, which was produced for Ryder’s 
benefit, in which 1 was cast the part of Cutty Sark." With 
the tuition of Byder, the witches' scene, in the interior of 
AUoa Kirk, so well dosotibed by the immoital poet, was placed 
upon the sta^e, with all the effect which paint, canvass, and 
dicn ocold give it. The boriness of the scene was capitally 
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arfangdd ; and with atich apirit was it kept up, that when 1 ob- 
tained the tail of Tam's mare, on the middle of the Brig of 
Doon, one universal shout of ** Well done. Catty Sark," fol- 
lowed the descent of the curtain, each night of performance. 
The little urchins in the street would salute me as I paased, 
with Well done, Cutty Sark/’ and when my name was an- 
nounced for t\ benefit, every body was detennined to be there ; 
an 'Overflowing house was the oonsequenoe, but Cutty Sark 
had nearly become a professional nickname, of which I was 
not at all ambitious, although it had put several pounds ster- 
ling in my pocket. 

This season was vei^ successful, and I left the little town, with 
regret, to proceed to Kilmamoi^, a brisk manufacturing town 
not far distant * here my old friend Emley and his wife, (late 
Miss Fanny O'Keefe,) joined the company, which the managers 
were gradually recruiting for the winter season, which was to 
be passed at Ayr. 

While in Kilmarnock, 1 received another pleasant fling, at 
the respectability of mj profession, in repl^ to a request made, 
that my uncle would remember me to all inquiring friends— 
here if is— «•♦*****•• 


You 9 • >uesf to he rememlt^red to all friends— WBO aes wove— / or 
SI ce H was Inown you had taken to the stage, you have been 
looted upon as a lost character, and no one thinJrs it worth their 
vfhile to mention your name, if tar your Edinburgh frknds have 
cut you for life, 

This only served to increase the romantic attachment 1 had 
formed to the theatrical profession, while the daily encourage- 
ment 1 received, to renewed exertion, was the approbation 
bestowed upon my efforts by the managers. Mr. Neville was 
pleased to compliment me highly on my evident improvement, 
and his partner, Shaw, took every opportunity to sound my 
praise. 

^ He was an onainal — well known as a singer of merit in 
Edinburgh, and having also received the approbation of a 
London audience, his boast, that I was a cremt to any oom- 
pany, and should be in London in three years, if 1 continued 
fo pay the same studious attention to the profession, fell like 
music upon my ears, ini^iring me to study long parts, with 
almost inconceivable rapidity. The season at KUmamock was 
brought to an abrupt termination, by a sadden ebuUition of 
passion upon his part. He had played a concerto admirably 
upon the violin, between the play and farce, and afterwards 
sung •* Tak your auld doak about ye when, as he left the 
stage, an auditor, whose soul was not attuned to sweet sounds, 
todjll^he liberty of saluting him with a hiss." The curtain 
haffeached the stage, ml Shaw would not even take time to 

B 



28 


THEATRICAL BK»0KA»HT* 


Foiled, however^ in the attempt to aee the manageri the opi- 
nion aoiohly ^ned ground that the managers were averse to 
Hr. M’AlpinA attempting the part, so that when the eurtain 
rose, on the first scene of the Mountaineers, and Mr. Emloy 
and myself were discovered as Kilmallook and Count Virolet, 
wo were saluted with cries of— 0/^7” Toint of 

ffommr ornoplay*^ — ** M* Alpine.*' We continued to speak 
for some time without the possibility of bein^ heard, until 
the top of one of the benches, hurled with luolenoe on the 
stage, made us both depart in double quiok time. 

Tho stage once vacated, the uproar continued, while the 
cries for the manager became so loud and long, that Neville 
at last made his appearance in company with M’Alpine, en- 
tering into an explanation, very wide of the truth, (a practice 
too common in theatres when a disoonteuded audience have 
to be suddenly appeased,) pacifying the audience by a pro- 
mise on the part of M' Alpine to sing the comic song of 
the Mail Coach after the play of the Mountaineers. Thus 
terminated a row, which at one time threatened the destruc- 
Mon of the interior of the theatre. 

This was the last time I ever saw M'Alpine play. He 
continued to im)»rove in his profession with astonishing ra- 
pidity, and was pronounced by many excellent judges, a 
young man of uncommon talent, who would shortly arrive at 
eminence. Alas ! that '^man should put au enemy into his 
mouth to steal away his brains/’ All his bright prospects 
have been crushed by his own folly, and the conviviality of 
hU temper proved his ruin. The last 1 heard of him was as 
the hero of a strolling company in Cartmel, near Ulverston, 
Lancashire ; his performance only tolerated from the recol- 
loction of what he had been, and in all probability, he has 
sunk into an early grave, another victim to intemperance. 

It was in Ayr I first formed the resolution of providing 
myself with my own theatrical wardrobe. Having received 
a present from London of two very handsome tunics, 1 re- 
solved to lay by a certain portion of my weekly receipts to 
purchase whatever might be necessai^ for correctly dressing 
the parts entrusted to me. How well 1 accomplished my ob- 
jeot, those who have ever seen me on the st^e are the beet 
judm. It soon acquired for me the reputation of being one 
of the most attentive actors to oostume, and one of the best 
dressers in the country : this aided me very materially in mj 
future provincial engagements. 

I know that actors of tho <dd school have exclaimed loudly 
against the practice ; aud that managers have taken most uu- 
wanaatable liberties with the public, in oonsequence of many 
pefibrmers choosing to find their own wardrobe, cannot be 
denied* If in aetoi; now refasos to find his own dresses, he 
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frequently be compelled to appear in mgs and filth ; yet 
the comfort may be ol^ained at eo alight a Racrifioe on the 
part of any actor, that the reputation he is aure to obtain 
from his audietico will amply overpay him for the attempt. 
\et would I endeavour to }>cr3nadd the public to prevent 
inanag;cr8 from encroaching too often on their good naturg^ 
where cither will not, or cannot find their own dreesee^ 

bv '^aidJy '.i^^^ing, not the actor, but the manager, boldly ex- 
7 '.lining t.tie cauBe of disapprobation. A few leBSOns of this 
ti^cription would speedily correct the evil. 

Whenever a new piece is advertised with the additional 
ilourish of now scon cry and dresses, unless they are new, it is 
an im]>r-^ition, which should l»e treated as such by the' specta- 
tor-. !Iow frequently does a play-bill trumpet forth the ex- 
peii^G and labour l)e8t.owed upon a now, when in idle third or 
fourth bccno, on comes an old acquaintance of the audience 
not even touched by the brush of the artist, while the per- 
formers, with the exception of two or three principal charac- 
ters, appear in the old standing dresses, worn nightly; 
wlicrons a few pounds judiciously expended, would have rea^ 
dert'd them new in appearance, and produced every requisite 
effect. This parsimony, when theatricals are well supporteiL 
should not be tolerated an instant; and even in the degraded 
Pt.itc to whicli I have ace the drama reduced, i§ iin justifiable, 
:i,j<l only (ends to make bad, worse, 

Kverv line in a play-bill should be strictly true; but to 
such a height has the pernicious system of puffing been car- 
ried, that it is a common saying, *Hhat the greatest liar in ’ 
world except a newspaper, is a play-bill.” The cousequonoe 
of thus frequently disappointing the public, has produced an 
apathy towards the theatre, which it will take years to de- 
stroy. 

i\ly drst participation in a trick too frequently resorted to 
by trolling jdoyers, occurred the night previous to my de* 
r utuic from Ayr, Harry M'Cann, (Paddy M’Cann — ^glorious 
]\iddy, who, when engaged to carry a torch in a procession, 
jirovoked the laughter of every one connected withfhe thea- 
tre, by declaring to Kean he was improving in his profession, 
for he ^/as acting the light business at the Cobourg every 
night,) a worthy little fellow, and at this time my constant 
companion, having failed in liis attempt at a benefit, and in- 
stead ( realizing a profit, finding himself indebted four 
ptiiinds to the manager, (net an unfrequent case on such occa- 
was plui cd under i^tfjppago of five shillings per week, 

* Meirelftnie observe, that the public labour under an cCToncoiw ii«- 
prci-sion witli regard to actors' benefits. Jt is usually supposed that actors 
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wliich had Ho crippled hie finanoet, he waa unable to dischar^ 
a debt of two guineas at his lodgings ; for which sum, all hifl 
wearing apparel, together with hiS stock of wigs, red stock- 
ings, and other propertie^i most needful to a low comedian. 
He was allowed to Cake each evening at the theatre what he 
wanted for that night’s performance, provided it did not ex- 
ceed in bulk the size of a common pocket handkerchief, 
which was to be regularly brought home after the perform- 
ance. He therefore extracted the most necessary articles, re- 
placing their bulk by small pieces of painted canvas or other 
useless articles which abound in all theatres. These things 
were deposited in the tranks of his brother actors, who were 
more fortunately situated than himself, while the bundle of 
rubbish was re^larly deposited at the bottom of the trunk. 
To me he applied on the last occasion to place in my trunk 
two or three wigs and a pair of ru^et boots, the possession of 
whidi was a matter of great importance to him. I confess 1 
felt a few qualms of conscience as I gave my reluctant con- 
sent, on receiving the pledge of bis honour that the money 
should be faithfully paid, which was done in my presence two 
weeks afterwards. Never shall I forget the alarm of his land- 
lady when the trunk was opened in her presence to see that 
the things were safe. She was under the impression that 
they had been abstracted by some one about her house, not 
thinking it possible a strolling actor could have honour 
enough to pay a debt aiter having abstracted piece meal the 
only security she thought herself possessed of. She actually 
offered him the two guineas to say nothing about the matter, 
as it might injure the reputation of her house. This was too 
much for our risible faculties : he confessed himself the offen- 
der; and with a hearty shake of the hand and an extorted 
promise to prove kind to the next unhappy actor who might 
oe placed in difficulty, we left her, with her opinion of the 
honesty of the play actors much improved, and an anecdote 
which she repeated to every company of actors who visited 
Ayr for many years afterwards. 

Thomson at Ayr having terminated, Neville and Shaw 
dissolve their partnership, Neville retaining the manage- 
ment, Shaw leaving the company, and taking with him Mrs. 


play gratuitoQily fbr each other on these occasions. On thr contrary, the 
expenses are fixed at a certain sum by the manager, which, if not re- 
ceived at the doors, the unfortunate actor is placed under stoppages until 
the defidenry is paid into the treasury ; although in many instances, if it 
had not been for the exertions of the actor whose name is placed at the 
head of the play bills, the manager would not probably have received 
half of the amount taken on the occasion without including the deficiency 
whi^ the actor has to make good. 
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Sh&w, and hifl Binier* Mra. Mills. Mr. and Mra. Kyder and 
family also left us, to oommence management on their own 
account, at Port Glasgow ; a speculation in which they 
strongly urged me to embark as a partner. In shcrt, this 
may be termed the breaking up of our snug and happy party. 
Ill a short time afterwards, we were scattered in all directions, 
many of ns '-ever to meet a^in. 

iN’eville'^ tirst effort on his own account was at Mauchline, 
where he decidedly failed, our force being inefficient. Ho 
was advised to try his fortune for a few nights, at Catherine 
Mills, a large manufacturing village, but a few miles distant. 
Having obtained permission from the resident proprietor, 
Mr. Buchanan, to perform for twelve nights, a barn was fitted 
up for the purpose ; and here it w®, I for the first time, num- 
l)<;red myself among the barn-door fowl of the profession, 
without which my strolling adventures would have been 
incomplete. The houses for the first four nights were ex- 
cellent ; after which, we could scarcely muster money enough 
to pay for candles. With some difficulty, the manager con- 
trived to pay his actors ; but for bis other debts, I dou6t much * 
whether they are paid to this hour. 

To me, our visit to Mauchline was marked by aii incident. 
It was here for the first time that I was hissed— the part, 
Fainwouldy in Ttaisinff the Wind. I suppose I deserved it, 
but it was tho admirable acting of Emley, in Jeremy "Diddler, 
that caused the offence. He made me laugh so heartily at 
tho breakfast table, that I could not speak for laughing, until 
the audience tried to change my tune. 1 went off the stage 
laughing, while the audience were hissing, but I did not 
return that night : 1 ran out of the (theatre,) barn, home, 
llow the farce was finished, I never exactly heard. I re- 
ceived along lecture from the manager tho following morning, 
upon the folly of my course, concluding with what I then 
thought a remarkable expression, but which experience has 
taught me was correct, that no actor, however high his station, 
ever passed through his career, without at some period en- 
countering the displeasure of an audience ; that 1 most make 
^p my mind to such scenes, if 1 intended to remain upon the 
stage, and that nothing but my inexperience prevented him 
from discharging me forthwith. 

M’Cann and myself lodged in the same house, and most ex- 
cellent [uarters we had, passing a pleasant fortnight, not- 
withstanding tho bad business. Not so the manager: his 
troubles were beginning, as we thought ours ending. Being 
in arrears for rent, his goods and chattels were arrested '' in 
transitu,” as a la^er would express himself. So well had tho 
landlord taken his measures, and with such secrecy, that ho 
not only secured the scenery, wardrobe, dresses and properties 
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of tho managior# Mt the truals containing tho wearing ap- 
parel of the and wb^ver little private property they 

poeeesfied — all wa« in ponneaeion of tbe PbilUtinea* 

Xlnoonaciom of wbat bad happened, McCann, "Kooley, Alr». 
her children, and inypelf, were ou onr road to Oum- 
nookt aa morry as larks, little dreaming of the mishap which 
wife portly to overtake ub, only thinking what aort of a house 
we should open to on the following evening, none of us over- 
hnrdened wUh money, but nil in high spirits. We reached 
onr deitmationji ordered dinner, which, while we were in the 
act of enjoying, Neville preaented hiinbiilf, with a full of 
Borrow, to recount the sad tale of our undoing. To me it w-as 
of awfal import." Kvory thing I posseisficd, except the clothes 
in which 1 was seated, app^pred ]o»t, without the possibility 
of recovery. But actors, like other human beings, seem to bo 
most merry when they have most cause fur sorrow. The bad 
puns, which passed by wholesale, elevated my spirits, and the 
first expressiomi of regret pftijt, I novei; spent h more pleasant 
evening 

• A council of war was assembled, when the ladies retired, 
and the course we proposed to pursue being marked out and 
determined upon, matters were left to take their chance, and 
not pennitted to interrupt our hilarity. It was now my 
knowledge of business was to bo turned to ticc‘>»xnt. Ileing 
able to talk sensibly uf warp and woft, windiuLr, In ekling, 
aplnuing. bleaching, kc., 1 resolved to wait upon Air. Bu- 
Gnanan, inform him who I was, and trust to bis gem rosity to 
release xis all from our present dilemma. I started early in 
the morning for the mills, procured an interview with tho 
foreman, Mr. B. being unfortunately absent. After well 
told tale, I succeeded in ndeasing all the things, promising in 
the name of Mr. Neville, that the lahdlord should be paid 
out of our first receipts, and returned in triumph to my com- 
panipne, bringing the captured ammunition into port, free 
from all charge for conveyance to CtiLunock. This very act, 
so adroitly managed on my part, caused iny separation from 
Neville. Once in posseadon of the scenery, ^;c., lie did not 
ieol disposed to tximply with tho terms on which they had 
been released. On this I peremptorily insisted, and went so 
far as to threaten 1 would return to Catharin’c Mills and in- 
form Mr. Buchanan of the breach of faith contemplated. I 
carried *uy point, obtaining the money, but I lott my sifua- 
tipn, add shortly after bade adieu to Soothind, which 1 have 
fiever visited since. 

It was in Cumnock 1 heard of the death of poor Berry, 
one of my first theatrical aequdntanoe, once the idol of the 
the Edinburgh audiences, mm, beyond doubt, the best low 
oomedifua of this day.^ Liston, Matthews, and Emery, com- 
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bined, would not Imvo formed a bettor actor than Jack 
Berry ; bat dissipation and repeated acts of nei^leot of his 
profoBsion, thionfh dissipation, at length bo exhaoBted'the 
kindness and paaenoe of Hr. Henry Siddons, that he was 
reluctantly compelled to abandon him ; and, in leaving the 
Edinburgh theatre, the last restraint upon his unhappy 
failing, was lost in Dumbarton, where he and his wife had 
been giving an entertainment of a theatrical nature. He fell 
in a state of intoxication against a glass door, lacerating his 
arm in so dreadfhl a manner as to prodnoe lockjaw, from 
which, by the care and attention of his physician, he re* 
covered, bat was never the same man ag^. He became a 
member of a travelling company, performing in the open air, 
at fairs : and thus the man whcMW talents had delighted the 
most enlightened audience in the British empire, was con- 
verted into the low buffoon of a mountcbank*a caravan. He 
died in abject misery, almost shunned by his pot-house com- 
panions, Let his example be a warning to others, who, while 
they breathe a sigh to the memory of Tost talent, will avoid 
that ^ngerous of all seductions to an actor — convivial meetr 
ings, 'and free and easy societies — where your company is 
valued only by the song yon may be able to sing, or the amus- 
ing anecdote you are expected to relate-^where many who 
court your society within the walla of a tavern, would refuse 
to acknowledge an actor’s salute in the open day, in the broad 
highway. To all snob be your motto — 

Nmo me impune laeemU 


CHAPTER IV. 

Parting of old Frirads. Grave of Dumi. Gretna Green. AJnwk^ 
Kendal. New Acquaintance. Journey Acrosa the Mountain. Har- 
rogate Springs. Mr. Booth and Mrs. Renaud, (Ute Mrs- PowiiU,) 
Theatre Royal, York. Captivity of Bonaparte. Edmund Kean. 
Canterbury and Rochester. 

Tan separation from Keville bein| finally determined upon, 1 
saw the landlord at lAanchline paid in full, and passed on to 
pay a farewell visit to my numerous friends in Ayr ; having 
once more tasted the good cheer of Mrs. M’CulloCh’s table, I 
tamed my course towards England, resolved if possible, to 
procure a situation in Mra Butler's company, then performing 
at Kendal, Westmoreland; or, failing there, to proceed to 
Newcastle on Tyne, and offer my services to Mr. Macready, 
for any sum he might think proper to offer ; hoping, under 
his excellent tuition, to riae rapidly in the profession. 



34 




oi Uloso molaiionB, I arrived m Cuxaaac1c« trhero 1 booked 
my name lor an ontaide aeat in the coach for Carlisle, which 
was to Btart the followinjE? day— the last evening I spent in 
the society of those whr* remained of my first theatrical com- 
pahione, with whom I expected to have passed a much longer 
period of my 'life. It was a merry and a aad parting. I was 
£|War6 I carried with me the good wishea of the whole frater- 
nity, and i know I parted from them with regret. JGmley 
ana McCann were the ( nly two I was ever destined to meet 
agaia. With the latter I corresponded regularly, until within 
a fisw months of bis death ; previous to which I lost sieht of 
him, and hiive learned he was confined in the King’s Bench 
Prison fop debt. False pride prevented him from makiLg 
known his situation. If I could not have paid hie debts, 1 
could, at least, have adminiAtcred to hi*; wants, and would 
wUtinffj^ have shared the Isust guinea in my posaessloii with 
him* Wo have stood, shoulder to shoulder, in many a scrape, 
and a braver little follow never left the land of St. Patrick. 
— 'Paaoo be to his ashes. 

• The ceremony of shaking hands— and, in this instance, 
hearts went with them — ^beingovor, I received and exchanged 
several smaU presents, as tokens of remcmbranco, mounted 
the ooaoh-box with the driver, and, ns the guard gave the 
signal Ibr departure, waved a last adieu to the aascmbled 
company. My roftoctiona, for the first ten miles, were bv no 
means pleasant. Old associations had rendered the Port 
Glasgow company dear to my feoliiigB. The kindness 1 ex- 
perienced from one and all, tho ready manner in which many of 
ihw had instructed me in the profeasion, were all presented 
to my memory; and, in juetioe, I must add, I never met a 
company of players so totally devoid of thopo little of 

envy and jealousy which frequently reider the ljv<‘a of actors 
unpleasant, deattoyinr that barmvm'y w’hich ought to exist, 
where people, from tnoir avocation, arc compcllcJ to ^ 
greater portion of their time in each others Kociety. 

I arrlvea at Bumfries about 12 o'clock, uljero I ; ;md, 
early in tho morning, visited the, grave of Burnt?. Having 
passed many a joyful hour in tho cottage where he was born, 
1 could not lose the opportunity of viewing last ’’'estiug 
plaoe on earth. At six o’clock in the morning, I again 
mounted tho coach-box and proceeded rapidly to that famous 
spot in English history, Onima ilrcm, “where runaway cou- 
ples cross the boundary of their native kingdom to vi^it a 
Scotch blacksmith, whopo fetters having been tightly ri vetted, 
most of them wish in vniii to unrivet again, before tli<' end of 
twelve mouths.” This place of course, an objoct of 

curiosity to most of tho )*a8Seugers, and the driver indulged 
UB with five mmutos’ demy ; after which wd proceeded at a 
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sh&TO pace to the inn, where wo changed horsoft, wMoh 
is the last possessing tho same aocommodation la leairing 
Scotland. 

Alter an absence of seven years, I entered Ei^land, widely 
metamorphosed. When 1 departed, as a boy, with spirits ftiu 
of youthful hope, for tho roof of my uncle in Edinburgh, my 
prospect') n. life were of this brightest nature. My own actions 
had altered the position of affaiia. 1 was now out of employ- 
ment, travelling only upon the chance of finding an engage^ 
menfc. The beautiful town of Alnwick, the fimt stopping- 
place upon my route, awakened a train of feeling, whi<m 
lorced me to acknowledge, I had embarked in a Quixotic ex- 

S editijii, which would, in all probability, plunge me into the 
epth of wretchodneas before I could expect to reap the 
slightest remuneration, beyond a mere subsiatenco. My 
thoughts reverced to Dundee, and to those friends whose 
offers had been so repeatedly rejected, and I wished, from tho 
bottom of my heart, 1 had never deserted my home. In this 
state of mind I reached Carlisle, whore I had to remain nearly 
a day, and whore 1 replenished my exchequer by the sale of 
my watch-chain, bade adieu to melancholy recollections, and 
startc 1 onward in the mail for Penrith, passing through Shap, 
and over tho mountaiusof Westmoreland, to Kendal, at whicn 
place I arrived at two o’clock on tho morning of tho 12th of 
April, ISl-v. 

At the Crown Inn I enjoyed an excellent night’s rest, and 
breakfas-t over, my first inquiry of Mr. Higgs, the worthy 
landlord, was whether the company of comedians had left the 
place. To my great joy, he answered in the negative, imme- 
didtoly furniflhiug me with a play-bilK for the following even- 
ing. It aunouncfld, The School of Heform, and We Fly by 
Niglii, for the benefit of Mr. Meadows (now of Oovent CJardoii 
Theatre.) 1 waned upon Mrs. Butler, stating my views and 
wishc-i, when she informed me Mr, Thomas Mercer was on 
the point of leaving the company ; but, being a total stranger 
to my talent, she must require a specimen of my abilities, 
before eho could make me an offer of any dodcriptiom It was 
tborelore agreed, that 1 should play Henry, in Speed the 
Plough, ior Mr. Hallam’s benefit, on Wednesday evening. At 
the theatre. 1 was introduced to her brother, Mr. George 
Jelloi'p in ; it was a neat building, regularly built, and capable 
of holding from sixty to seventy pounds. I was much pleased 
with tiicmannoi in which the business was conducted. Moa- 
do^v^ pirtyed fyke, with a feeling and talent rarely soRn in a 
country theatre, and the whole performance was such as to 
make me anxious to become a member of the company. On 
Wednesday, I appeared in Hairy, to a house fortunately woH 
filled. The actor being afavourite^ the was pronouneed 
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$4 tluU 1 was oflfared fifteen alulluigB per waek» the 

higheat lalaj^ ^Ten, which I oheerfolly aooepted, reallv happ j 
to think 1 luia obtained a situation. The following ladies and 
gentlemen composed the oompanv: — Mr. G. Jefferson, stago 


manager ; Mr. iSrefrer. Ur. Meadows, Mr. Meroer, Mr. Hal- 
la% Mr. George, Mr. Martin, Mr. Briston^ Mr. J, 0*Conner, 
Maiiter Bamaei Batler, Mr. Stoken Mrs. Bailor, Mrs. Mar- 

2 ff Mrs. Meroer, Miss Graven, Miss Stoker, Miss Batler, Mrs. 

amn ; to which list 1 have now to add, Mr. Wemyss. In 
Mrs. Butler^ company I remained three years. A very laugh- 
^ able advmitare took place, arising from the costoxn of closing 
■11 the lioeneed theatree daring the Passion Week. The 
aotora, on these occasions, generally divide themselves into 
email parties of four and five, and visit the villages in the 
neighboariiood, where dramatic amosements are seldom seen, 
ana never for a longer period than three or four nights. A 
warty of this description, consisting of Mr. Mercer, Mr. Mea- 
m»w% Mr. J. O'Oonner, Mrs. Marray, and Miss Craven, having 
annonnoed George Barnwell for representation, at Kirby 
iiongidale, found themselves deficient in numbers to complete 
the east; and, as the leader of our orchestra, Mr. William 
ICoeoer, had accompanied them, they pertoaded him to make 
his first appearance on any stage, as the Uncle, in George 
Bsitnwelt As he had frequently boosted, that the young lads 
(as %» used to call them, although he was but twenty-five 
vears of age himself) knew nothing of acting, he would do it. 
If only to show them what it was. Therefore, having dili- 
gently perfected himself in the words of the author, (which, 
at rehearsal, he spoke very well, but with a broad Yorkshire 
dialeot,) he prepared to give the lads a lesson, which was to 
be of servioe to them during their natural lives. But when 
the time arrived, stage fright deprived this boaster of his 
ooiirsge--he could scarcely utter a word. The stage being 
clearw for his entrance, he commenced thus— 

"If 1 were superstitious now.” (A dead pause.) 

1 say, if 1 was superstitiouB.”— (Another pause.) 

" If I was superstitious, 1 should say.” (Aside)—" Tom, 
whv don't you stick me T 

But Tom, who played George Barnwell, did not intend to 
M him off so easily, but remained in bis retirement, con- 
vulsed with laughter* Bo the Unde was compelled to pro- 
proceed, which he did, thus — 

" Oh, religion is a blessed thing.” — (A pause.) 

" Briigion is much” (Another pause.) 

" EAigidn is Oh, Tom, I say, do stick me.” (Aside.) 

To this Tom replied, in the words of the Author—" Oh, i( 
is mwosriMe.” This line produced such a ludicrous effect 
upon th» audienoe;^ who haa become aware of the matteri that 
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^fic only thing to restoro gravity waB to despatch th^ Hoole 

quick ns possible . but this was not to be so ea«ily done. 
J^lr. William Mercer's memory had, by this time, returned--^ 
ho suddenly c:^cIaimod, Stop, Tom, I know it now — I caa 
r« pcit every word of it.” And he began — "If I were super* 
stitiou-, wnv I should say”— dingle, dingle, went the promp* 
tor's Ih’I, * ad down came the curtain, amid tho uproarioxui 
1 >1 the audience; and so ended the third act of the 

tragedy of George Barnwell, and the last attempt of Mr, 
Mercoi to give practical lessons in acting. 

The season at Kendal being concluded, we nest proceeded 
to JSTorthalkrton, in Voikshire. This distance is something 
ovoi sixty miles, which, on a fine summer morning, in com- 
l)aiiy with O'Conner, Meadows, William Mercer, and Mr. 
Kelly, 1 started to walk We allowed ourselves two days to 
aoc omplish the t isk, walking twenty miles before brei^ast 
the lust day, fouitoen to dinner, and fourteen after dinnor; 
thus accomplishing forty-eight miles the first day, over a 
mouncalnouH country, and leisurely walking fifteen miles on 
the following day. So accustomed had I become to fatigue of 
till's description, th it a walk of thirty miles no common 
occurrence, for a day's amusement, when we had no act at 
nigh' 

In North illerton we remained six weeks, when we repaired 
t'» tliM Taces at Beveilcy, and from thence to Harrogate 
Springs, lor the summer. Hero it was J first met 

BOOTH, 

the most eccentric of all mad tragedians. He was the first 
Loudon star 1 ever acted with, and at that time in the height 
of his popuhiity. Whocould have sup posed tliat the "Wilford,” 
wlio trembled with fcai before this little tragedian, at Har- 
rogate, in 1815, sUbuld, years afterwards, have paid him 
thousands ol dollars as the manager of an American theatre ? 

His performance ol Bertram, at this time, was terrifically 
grand, llis mind was in its full vigour, and a well cultivated 
soil 11 was. A more delightful companion, " nkfn. not in h%$ 
mo >i,” it would be difficult to find. Gifted with powers of 
conversation the most agreeable, ma-ter of several languages, 
Lucias J unius Booth was born to control those over whom he 
wished to cast a Kpell of fascination. He wan tho only actor 
who had dared to measure strength with Kean — failing only 
through his own impiudencc — trilling with his reputation - 
and at the same time with the public, who were desirous of 
fostering talent, which had suddenly burst upon them in a 
blase of exceUenoe. He first played at Coveut Garden, then 
a 
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tt Dnirv Lane^ then back to Oovent Oarden, witil he was 
finally driven {h>m the London singe, stamped with fame und 
character, to realise a fortune in the provincial theatres. 

He was aconsod of being a servile imitator of Kean, which 
being reiterated by tho Jjondon Press, became a received 
opinion, but a very erroneous one, Jt was only nooeseary to 
see the two actors on tho stage together, to dispel it at once. — 
Booth felt and acted, when on the stage with Kean, as if con* 
scions of his inferiority, which he candidly acknowledged ; 
but, when separated, there are many of Kean's warmest 
admirers who do nut hesitate to pronounce his performance of 
Eichard equal, and his Hamlet superior, to Kean’s represents* 
tion of the same characters. 

As I shall fret^uently have to mention Mr. Booth again, 1 
ftball only observe that he played three nights at Harrogate, 
and three nights at lUpon, in tho same week, and left us all 
delighted with his acting, and equally well pleased with him 
off the stage. 

Here, also, I met Mrs. Powel, of Drury Lane, (Mrs. Kenaud,) 
the rival of tho great Mrs. SiJdons, who, when young, must 
have been a beautiful womau. Her acting spoke more to 
the heart than that of any lady I ever saw before or since, 
identifying herself with the character she was performing, 
until you forgot the woman in tho actress. The tirst part 1 
acted with her was Jaffier, in Venice Preserved. I had 
requested her indulgence in the morning at rehearsal, on two 
accounts — the first, the short time 1 had allowed for prepara- 
tion, and the second, the conacioiwneBS of my inability to 
support her properJy^but that J would do the best 1 could 
with a part far beyond my ability, and of which 1 knew 
nothing but tho words. In the kindest manner, she repeated 
tho part to mo, impressing upon my mind those portions of 
the dialogue usually producing the gr^test effect upon an 
audience. To her tuition I owed tho success of my perform- 
ance ; and as we left the stage, at the end of tho first act, her 
expression of “ Very well, indeed, sir — excdlmUt* enabled me 
to proceed with that confidence which, in an hetor, is the sure 
forerunner of success. The press complimented me highly on 
this performance, and even the manager condescended to thank 
me in the green-room. For years afterwards, I used to consider 
JdlSiet my best part, and fait a desire to act it, long after 1 had 
oeaacd to appear in tragedy. Mrs. Kenaud remained with us 
one year, playing a few nights in each town, and left us in 
Kendal, in 1817, to join the Bdinbargh company, where she 
romaiued until her death. Her performance of Elvira, in 
Pixarro, and Alicia, in Jane Shore, was the perfection of the 
dramatic art ; while her Lady Macbeth, although not so pow- 
erful, was second only to Mrs, Siddons. How they could 
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‘ipire f5Boli an actresB Irom tlie Iiondon boards, was a queation 
asked very often, but not readily answered. Ob, theso 
Manaf^ers ' these Manai^ers ! f 

The cvfiitl’al year of 1815 was made mc-movahlo by fiuotber 
remarkable eceiinvu*- . In company v.Hb IVIr. aiul 

Mr. O'doi.o J had paid a visit to the city of I7hui‘i‘ the 

theatre then under the miiMageuiLiit ot JMi*. Fitz^;eral(i - 
The plav was the Fortune of War, the afterpiece the Wau- 
ticrinj? Ileys, in which Mansol, famutis for a well-writteu 
Defence of the Stafjje, was acting Count do Croiasy, when a 
gentleman in the djess circle ot lioxes suddenly placed his feet 
upon the cushion of the hand rail, and holding himself in that 
podi'ien by the pillar of the boxes:, with scarcely breath 
enough to make himself distinctly heard, demanded that the 
performance tiiould cease, until he addressed the audience. — 
This was met by hisses, and cries of ** turn him out,'’ until, 
amid the uproar, the name of Bonaparte was hcai'd, tollowed 
by a o»'y of hear iklin, hear him." He proceeded nearly thus, 
his iigitation choking his utterance Gentlemen, I have the 
pleasure — to inform you— Napoleon Bonaparte — has siirren- 
dereu himself a prisoner of war — (dead hilence, every ov.o 
intent upon catching tins next word)— to Unptaiii ifaitlaiid, of 
his Jlajesty'ri ship liollorophon.’’ The ivholo audience rose — 
choer lollowed cheer — the men waved their hatr,, the ladies 
their haiidkerchiofri — God save the lung was called for 
— the whole company, male and lemale, appeared upon the 
stage, sung the national authcui, the audicnetj joining in the 
chorus. At the conclaaion, three <^eers were given — Rule 
Britannia was played by the bund, nnd throe fourths of the 
audience immediately left the theatre, to talk of the won- 
derful and to ask each other if it could he true. Thus 
ended my first visit to the York theatre. My readers will agree 
with me, that it was not c;isi]y to be forgotten. 

I'bom Harrogate we proceeded to Richmond, in Yorkshire, 
crossed to iforthallerton, for the race week, returning to 
Richmond ; and, at the close of the season, taking our depar- 
ture for Whitby, where we remained during the winter, and 
opened <he spring campaign at Ripon^ from thence to 
Beverley ; back to Harrogate and Richmond ; then, over the 
mountains, to L’lvcratone, in Lancashire, and Kendal, in 
WostiiJ reland — thus performing my first tour of a regular 
provincial circuit, occupying two years, from my first joining 
the company at Kendal ; during which time Air. Meadowy 
Mr. Halluui, Mr. ana Mrs. Mtrcer, Mr. Brewer, Mr. Brist/iw,' 
and Miss Craven, left usi, their places being supplied by 
Calvert, (then playing uuder the name oi Young, but now 
known by his cont^t with the Rev. Mr. Best, and his admir- 
able answer to that gentleman's attack upon the stage and its 
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profeasort,) Mr. O’Conner, Mr, Francis O’Conner, Wim O'Con- 
nor, and Hise Stannard. 

Jt was daring my stay in Mrs. Butler’s cotaipany, I had tho 
misfortune to lose the friend and protector of my youth, Mr. 
Thomas Courtney, jnn. lie died in London, during the 
month of October, J 817 ; but he lives in my heart, and will 
oontinuo there until that heart ceases to beat. Those only 
who knew his worth could appreciate his loss. 

Rerjiuiesraf in pacr. 

In Mr.a. Butler’s company I remained nearly three years, 
during which time an attachment had taken place between 
Hiisa Butler and myself, which was the cause of my departure. 
No objection was offered to our marriage by the friends of 
either party, but our extreme ytuith. 1 was scarcely twenty 
years of age, and the young lady not more than seventeen. It 
was agreed by all parties, that we should separate for twelve 
months, at the expiration of which time, if we remaired 
steadfast in our affectioi^, wo were to be united, with the per- 
fect approbation of our friends. Cnder this arrangement we 
'parted, breathing vows of eternal constancy, to tnui 

^ Mr. Munden, of T)rury Lane theatre, procured me a situa- 
tion with Mr. Dowton, in Canterbury, at a salary of twenty- five 
shillings per week, where 1 arrived in January, 1818, making 
my tot appearance as Rover, in O’Keefe’s play of Wild Oats. 
The company consisted of Mr. Hamerton, (the stage manager,) 
Mr. W. O.owton, Mr. 11. Dowton, Mr. Wharton, Mr. Owen, 
Mr. John Sloman,) Mr. Marshall, Mr. Hamerton, jun., Mr. 
Jeffries, Mr. Hubbard, •Mr, Wemyss; andjS'hortly afterwards, 
Mr. Calcraft, Miss Barry, Mrs. 11. Dowton, (afterwards Mrs. 
J- Sloman, Mrs. Owen, Mis.s Tieigh, Miss Konnedv, Mrs 
ITamprton, jun. A company of handsomer women I never 
saw collected within the walls of a theatre. 

The four months 1 passed in Canterbury was really a round 
of delight. Miss Barry led the way, with a social paity, 
which was repeated by the ladies alternately, every non play 
night; while each Wednesday night w'o played in Feversham, 
atarting in coaches provided for that purpose, after dinner, 
and returning after the play to CAUterbury, forming a trip of 
pleasure occasionally made uncomfortablo by a rainy day; but 

full of fun and good humour, that wc were like so many 
achool boys let loose for a holiday. 

From Canterbury we proceeded to Ivochester, In fhi^ city 
I first bocatne familiar with the faces of the London actors, 
every week bringing down some star to grace our little theatre. 
Notwithstanding* all which attraction, and the garrison at 
Chatliami Roeb^eRis the worst theatrical town I ever acted 
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in, in England. Here 1 was first introduced to that bright 
luminary of the stage, 

EDMUKD KEAN. 

Hew shijU I attempt to describe “the star” of the British 
•/.lire the man, who, without a single friend, overcame oh- 
^tacIe8 almost insurmountable ; and, hy one bold effort, swept 
the cold and polished school of Kemble from the stage, 
listonishing the English metropolis by his bold and natural 
conception of character, which he executed in such a style of 
excellence, that “ no one but himself could be his parallel.” 

Treated with marked indifference, amounting almost to 
insult, by the actors and actresses who filled the “ dramatis 
pefboriiv,” on the night of his first appearance at the Theatre 
Eoyal, l^riiry Lane ; and finding, before the end of the season, 
those same dignified ladies and gentlemen, who would scarcely 
return with civility the Rcalute of an obscure country actor, 
among his rnoflt Morvile llatterers- -tilling the theatre nightly 
to ()verfioW*irig — rejecting the society of the noblo and learned 
— se' king his conipaiuons among those actors whom he had 
kno aii in adversity, and to wliom he ever proved a kind friend 
■ -ho moved like a c-JUKit, to bo wondered at, but not ap* 
proachtsd. Throughout his triumphal career, — raising tho 
prostrate fortunes of the theatre to which he was attached — 
reigning solo monarch, without a rival, in the estimation of 
the public, — and yielding np, at last, a brokcu spirit, iii one 
great effort to RUfitain his fame. 

Whatever may have been the faults of his private life, his 
public career was a triumph of genius over prejudice; and 
the narrio of Edmund Kean, like that of Garrick, will dosoend 
to posterity, as “ the actor'* of his age. 

The first time 1 ever saw him act, I played Wellborn, to his 
Sir Giles Overreach, in Massingor’s Play of A New Way to 
Pay Old Debts. With the exception of my first appearance 
at Glasgow, 1 never suffered so much from stage fright ; but 
hi;i known kindness and affability, to actors ' of every grade^ 
soon relieved me from my embarrassment. I supped with 
him alter the performance, and, from that hour, he became 
iny fri' ud. Many years afterwards, in Baltimore, I had tho 
u^ood 1 )rtune to extricate hir.i from a most unpleasant and 
d uigerous situation. But, of this, hereafter, — if, good reader, 
you can travel ^vith me across the Atlantic. 

Mrs. Glover paid us a Hying visit, during which I acted, for 
the first time, the part of Frank JTeartall, in Cherry's comedy 
ol the Soldier's Daughter. Charles Woodley sliould have 
been my character on ihc occ.asion, but GA1ci*aft being alwent, 
1 wari compelled to assume tho light comedy hero. There is 
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an exprosBioti of the auihor'ti frequently used in this chftP&otor 
during the dialogue of, for it again,” which proved a 
flource of much annoyance to mo on thi^t occasion, but i.-^ too 
good a jokji not to b«i recorded. A gerithMiian in tho boxes, 
who did not appear to relidi my ncfiiiLS and who must have 
been Honudhio;: of a wit, having hi^^ patience worn out, re- 
peated the word'! of In for it ngaiti,’’ after me thu-i, Yes, 
by heaven you are in for it only, for I will bo hanged if you 
can play it. I wish you good night,” and immediately left 
tho boxcfl. This produced a roar of laughter, not only from 
the audience but from the actors, wdiich must have ruinod tho 
whole play, had I not <?oodn at n redly nddeal ai the first pause, 

Well, Nuw 1 AM IN for it, Mire enough,’’ which w'as received 
by a round of applaiHc, and the play parsed oiV withouL fur- 
ther interruption. 

It was in tho city of IJochentcr I found my name was 
travelling beyond the company I avas immediately attached 
to. Mr. I'honiiw Uobertson, the maiui^er of the Lincoln cir- 
cuit, unsolicited, made in<i an <»ncr of one guinea and a half 
p.cr week, to lead the light comedy and juvenile tragedy in 
hia company. Hero, (hen. ivas the oiler of a rf .^uhir line of 
biiflino.ss, and an incroi^e «'f hix per cent to niy income. This 
offer 1 accepted, and in '•'ix weeks from this time 1 linished 
my career with Mr, Dowton, leaving the Hoci^-ty id' Mr. 
Calcraft, Mr. Marrhall, and Mr. Sioman, with regret. 

Thus, four yt‘iirs T hrd doubled my incnnio, as derived 
from my profossionnl exfr»iun-^. 'fho hwt ]>:nt I played in 
Koobeeter was Don Lodowick, in tl" .b*n nC for Mr. 

llaniorton’s honciit. 1 p'l'-cdtwo dov-^ in London, v;ith my 
fJiiuily, and then proceeded ** cii rm:t*‘” to reterborough, 
IN arthamptemshire. 


CIIAPTEK Y. 

>VterlK>roui?h. Joe Cowell. Wilkimon nwl Mcailow . Slnpular I.os=! 
of McMiKiry. Siiumoful Brcacli of Dec(»ruin. Out, out, D.iinncd Spot. 
A Judt Mjinngcr, nml an Honest M.in. Mr. Thomas Uohritsnn. Offers 
of Now EiipaiTonionf*. l>.nnii.*il(un of Mr. Duol.’s Tragedy of tho 
Italians, at Ilrurv L.inr Thintro. 

I Asti ivi 1) in Pel ''rboivugi', tito lotji of Juno, LSlS, making 
my first sqijuMrftncc, in Al*'. Uohort.son’!^ company, as Kioh- 
mond, in Hich^.id tho Ti ird,” f-dlowing it by llnver, in 
“Wild v.hich had h'^ooine quite a favourite character 

with me. Tbr comininy c.mHi.s,u*d cf Mr. and MrK T. 
Itobcrtsoii, Air. FottCHcue, Mr. Jlcriry, Mr. Collins, Mr. 
Frederick KobortaoAi Mr. Uooko, Mr. J, O'Ooimor, Hr* Ked- 
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ward^ Mf- Barasford, Mr. Perry, Mr. Stanhope, Air- and 
Afn*. Brooke, Miss Danby, Mias 8. Danby, Miss E, Sta^ard, 
Mrs. Korris, Mr. Cowell and Mr. Wemyss. ^ 

The manager waa pleased to express to me his satisfaction 
at Hiy success, and during the time I remained a momher of 
his company, which was nearly two years, I enjoyed as much 
felicity as ever falls to the lot of a country actor. Respected 
by the raamiger, one of the few members of the company ad- 
mitted to his private parties, held in estimation by the audience, 
my pockets well filled, my tbeatrlcal wardrobe increased until 
it had become an object of envy to many of my brother per- 
formers, I had nothing left to wish for — but — a London en- 
gagement. Could I have divested myself of ambition, I could 
have terminated my theatrical career in the Lincoln circuit, 
posaessed of a handsome competence. We visited Peterbo- 
rough, Spalding, Boston, Lincoln, Newark-upon-Tront, Gran- 
tham, Wisbeach.Whittlesea, and Huntingdon, in each of which 
towns 1 had the fourth part of a benefit ; that is to say, the 
names of two performers were announced at the head of the 
bills, and they shared the amount of the house with the 
manager, aft^r eight pounds. This is decidedly the most 
erjui+able mode of giving benefits —the actor risking nothing 
but his personal exertions, in ca«e of fiiilnre ; if successful, 
the manager leccivcd a portion ^>f the gain< lo bear the loss 
of a lcs(^ profitable night -by which means every actor was 
certain of obtaining some little emolument from Ihe night 
intended for his benefit. My finances were never in such a 
flourishirig state, although I have received ten times the 
amou?it of weekly salary. 

A country actor, of rising reputation, looks forward with 
feverish anxiety to the moment that will allow him the oppor- 
tunity of trying liis powers before a metropolitan audience — 
that test of merit which proves fatal to so many, and from 
which there is no appeal- Let an actor, on his first appearance 
in London, be rejected, and his prospects are blighted for ever. 
He retumH to the country a ruined man, (professionally,) 
managers rarely feeling disposed to offer engagements nnder 
such circumstances, and the public ready to pronounce his 
failure a just retribution for his presumption. But let success 
crown hi^.’ efforts, .and the theatres in which he has previously 
played will bo scnrcely large enough to admit the audience 
which will nightly flock to witness his performance, each town 
claiming the merit of having been the first to discover and 
fo.^ter his talent. 

Formerlv, a London engagement W'as the ne plus ultra of an 
actor's wishes. Once successful there, he was fixed for life, 
or during good bchavionr. Not so now. A London engage- 
ment is the most precarious ; caprice of managers^ desire of 
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new fucea on the part of the public, with a hundred other 
minor causes, render the London actor (unless on the topmost 
round of the ladder) the most dependent of hi:* tribe. He is 
not sure of bin engagement from season to season. Thus, 
country actors have lost half those ardent feeUii 2 [^ of romance, 
which determine to atop at nothing short of the accomplish- 
ment of their desires. The ultimate reward of their poverty 
and professional toil has faded from their view, tlie Bj)irit of 
emulation slumbers if it be not entirely destroyed, and with- 
out a vigorous effort to reform existing abases, the drama, 
which has withstood for ages the attacks of bigot®, will fall a 
victim to the suicidal acts of its own professors. 

In September, 1818, Mr. Cowell left us, in the city of Inn- 
coin, to try his fortune at Drury Lane. He appeared there on 
the 8th of October, being fully hucce«sf?il. We all felt prido 
at his having established himself with the Loudon public : he 
was extremely popular with us, both belore and behind the 
curtain. His loss was supplied by Mr. !M<adows, of Bath, 
whom 1 had nut seen since ho left Butler's company, and from 
wliom 1 learned 1 wjw indebted to him for my recommendation 
to the situation 1 now held. Our acquaintance was renewed, 
and ripened into a friendship which remains firm to this day. 
Ho is one of thn«e members of the profession of whose friond- 
ahlp 1 feel proud, and whose conduct docs honour to the stage. 
Ho spent the summer season with u*. and returned in the 
winter to Bath, where he was hold in high estimation- 

Ho was succeeded by another equally worthy, but quite an 
original, of the English Opera llou-sc, Loudon, 

whose admirable performance of Geoffrey MiiflQncap, in Peake’s 
farce of “ Amateurs and Actors,” stamped his fame as one of 
the best low comedians of the day. He passed the wint(ir 
with us in Boston, and returned to London in the spring. He 
is another who may be held up as an example of what actors 
ought to be — upright, honest and honourable in all his dealings, 
a warm friend, and an excellent husband and father. 

During the race week at Huntingdon, in the autumn of 
1819, wlule acting the part of Charles Surface, in the ‘^School 
for Scandal,” my memory suddenly abandoned me on the stage, 
notwithstanding the word waa freely givt.n, not only by the 
prompter, but by the actors on the stage, I could not recollect 
one single sentence, but was forced to retire up the stage, and 
seat myself. The audience, knowing I was geiuuMlly ci)rreut 
in the words of my author, loudly applauded, bile I remained 
at least a minute, unconscious of any thing aroui«d me ; when, 
bowing the audience, I resumed the iiart as fluently as if 
no interruption had taken place. How to account for this 
Biagular event, I am at a loss, even now, twenty years after its 
occurrence. 1 had played the part beforoi was perfect to a 
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monosyllable, yet could not think of a single word, and ex- 
hibited a de^ee of childish sensitiveness whenever the subject 
was alluded to. Kever afterwards did I appear on the stago 
in this character without a feeling of doubt and fear, and an 
aiixiety to finish the second speech in the fourth act ab rapidly 
as ]»ossible. 

From Huntingdon we wont to Whittlesea in the Isle of Kly, 
where, for the first and only time in my theatrical car<'er. 1 
appeared upon the stage in a state of intoxication, lleing 
lioliday time, I was induced to taste some old English ale, 
brewed expressly for this festival, kept by all the substantial 
farmers in the neighbourh<»od, wdio vie with each other as to 
the age n»d strength of their malt liquor, freely disbursed 
among their friends. Although I did not drink more than 
one glass, so powerful was Iho cfTect, that I soon became 
aware I was “ (ompos " however, to the theatre I hied. 
Whether the glare of the Float aided the fumes of the liquor, 
I know not, but well do 1 remember, that no answer did 1 
return, but a laugh, to all Jtob Jtoy’s fiaming speeches— not 
one word of the part of llashleigh Osbaldistone did I utter 
during the whole performance. 1 laughed, and the audience 
l.iughcd with ni", or at mo ; had they hissed me it would have 
been more to their credit, and what I richly merited. The 
crime carried along with it the punishment — a sick headache 
— and lotig did I remember the feeling of shame with which 1 
encountered my manager on the following morning ho said 
not a word, but he lookt^d -what he thought he ou^t to say. 
According to the rules of the theatre, 1 had forfeited all claim 
to my salary, and wishing to avoid a lecture, I did not go near 
the treisury until sent for, when Mr. llobcrtson addressed me 
ncai ly thus ■ — “ Young man, your own sense of right and wrong, 
arid the deep contrition you have shown for your impropriety 
<»r conduct. Till make a more lasting impression than any 
hfirrthnei;s 1 can inflict — there is your money — your only re- 
}wnaeh will be never to mention the subject again.” 

This well-timed Icnify had its effect; but Mr. Bobertson 
always knew how to make himself respected, even when com- 
]voUed to censure. The collected profession could not have 
surprised me off my guard on any pccasion after this, when I 
had my duty to perform at the theatre in the evening ; but 
such was the just manner in which the Lincoln manager con- 
ducted all the affairs of his company ; it was a rule with him, 
that all forfeiture of salary, for neglect, belonged to the actors, 
and should, on no occasion, be allowed to find its way into the 
manager’s pocket ; the forfeits, therefore, were cheerfully paid, 
whenever incurred, and a fund created, from which actors in 
difltresa were occasionally xclievcd, and from which the mem- 
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npon Mr. Macready, to report my arrival, and securing lodg- 
ings in King^a etreet, a lew doors from the theatre, prepared 
to open the campaign, which the manager himself hud aii- 
nouuced in the following manner * 

Mm* MacmkAdy most respectfully acquaints the ladies and frentle- 
men of Bristol, and iU vicinity, that during the vacation every posMblr 
c&crrtion has been mede to complete the decorations and einbelishmcntfi of 
this theatre, in a style worthy the inhabitant'; of a city second onU to 
the metropolis of the nation. In this undertaking, the grat ideation and 
neeoinmodation of the public In general, have superseded ever> other con- 
sideration. The first nicehanics have been employed, and without any 
comment on the actors' ubilities, their efforts will be submitted to the 
ttpinion, judgment, decision, and support of the UTiStot audience." 

On entering the theatre on Monday morning, I was rejoiced 
to find Mioj Leigh, whom I had formerly known in Cauter- 
buij, was engaged as the first comedy actress ; this was an 
agreeable meeting to both parties, fur ol all the annoyance to 
which an actor is subjected, there is none so horrible as a first 
rehearsal in anew company. The nods, the winks, the obsor- 
vationa, made sufficiently loud to be overheard, and the stric- 
tures passed upon the new comers, have shaken tlie nerves of 
soma of the oldest stagers. 

However, time, which waits for no man, brought on the 
hour to commence the performance. During the day I had 
felt more thau nnsually nervous ; the thought of playing 
Hover on those boards, where Lewis, l^lliston, and Stanley, 
had in turn been the favourites of the audience, in the s^aiiie 
character, which was to prove the touchstone of my o'.vii 
abilities, had rendered me doubtful of success. 

On my first appearance I was most cordially received by au 
excellent house ; the first scene pa^ised ofl* smoothly, but in 
the middle of my second scene, the f/as was suddenly ex- 
tinguished, and the whole house left for .several minutes in 
complete darkness. This was an awkward occurrence, but it 
put the audience in good humour, and the play proceeded 
with much spirit. As 1 left the stage, at the end of the 
fourth act, 1 received two distinct rounds of applause, the 

* it cheering sounds to me I ever heard within the walls of a 
atre. I was again warmly applauded in the scene in Banks’ 
bage, and was flattering myself with a triumph, all but 
a, when the unfortunate gas was again extinguished, and 
efl^orta to rekindle the flame proved abortive. We had to 
J finish the play by the aid of a dozen tallow candles, hastily 
^^jpoatight up from all quarters of the theatre. Thus ended my 
first appearance in Bristol. The press, the following day, was 
loud in my praise, and 1 was convinced 1 had made a most 
favcuiahto impression on my audience. 
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My second appearance was in Dorioourt, in the " Belle's 
Stratajfem my third, as Sir George Airy, in the Busy 
Body then Dick Dowlas, in the Heir at Law," &c. 

I was never better received by any audience before whom 1 
have had the honour of playing, than by the ciii/ena of 
Bristol. Congratulated upon my success from all quarters, 
J looked forward to a pleasant winter season, but my sojourn 
with Mr. Macready was destined to prove of short duration. 

1 received a letter from London, dated December 3d, 1810, 
informing me of the death of my beloved grandmother. This 
l>lf>w, although long expected, was a painful bereavement. 
Ill ought up under her eye, bom under her roof, and ac- 
customed to rogiird her with even more reverence than my 
own parents, it was, but natural 1 should be anxious to pay 
the last mournful office of respect by being present at her 
funeral. I requested Mr. Macready ’s permission, which he 
had the brutality to withhold. 1 resolved at all hazards to 
go Lo lioiidon, and communicated to him my resolution ; his 
answer was in keeping with his previous refusal. He told me 
“ to go at my peril.” I did go, and the breach of my engagb* 
meut was the consequence. 

1 left Bristol on Thursday evening, and returned in the 
night coach on Saturday, ready to play Colonel Manner! ng on 
the Monday, for which I found myself anitoanced. Ho re- 
fused to pay me a single shilling for the past week, and when 
1 expressed myself perfectly willing to leave the theatre, and 
abandon my engagement, which was for the season, he insisted 
upon my giving him six week*/ notice. This 1 complied with, 
and immediately wr >te to Messrs. Bennet A Hughes, of Exeter, 
from whom 1 received an offer of engagement, by the return 
of mail. No sooner W9s Macready aeqainted with this fact, 
than he expressed a desire to retain me. At the expiration 
of the six weeks he insisted upon my remaining one week 
longer, to make up the time I had devoted to my domestic 
troubles, and for which ho had already deprived me of a 
week’s income. This it was impossible to comply with, and 
he retained a balance of live pounds sterling which he owed 
me, and which 1 never received, although, after my departure, 
feeling somewhat ashamed of bis conduct, he asserted publicly 
in the green-room that he had sent the money after me. It 
might have been so, for I believe he was an honest man, but 
if such a letter was ever forwarded to Exeter it never came 
to hand. 

Notwithstanding the great cause 1 have to complain of Mr. 
J^Iacready’s conduct toward me, yet 1 learned more during my 
short stay in his company, of the practical part of my profes- 
sion, than any two years of past experience had afforded me# 
He was a strict disciplinarian— one of the best iastructom of 



TBKAtaiOAL B^OaaAPBT, 


dO 

ikciing I er«r mot, but a p?rb‘pt oddity in his manner of im- 
parting that instructian. iiilly L'ci^oelles, of whom many 
alngnlar anecdotes are related, was the only man who knew 
completely bow to manage him. Many a pound note, in ad- 
dition to his regular salary, has be received for obligations 
conferred, by acting parts at ehort notice, when a sudden dis- 
charge of some member cif the company, for real or supposed 
ofTence, had created a vacuum in the dramatis personie of the 
play of the evening. 

One anecdote 1 will relate, before I bid him adieti, which 
will serve to illustrate his general character, and manner of 
transacting business. Mr. Barley and Mr. Garth waite, sus- 
taining two characters in a piny, in which it was necessary for 
both to wear their hats, Mr. Darley had neglected to take hia 
on the stage, for which lie forfeited both the actors, alleging 
that Mr. Barley had t^an^gres8ed the rules of the theatre 
by appearing on the stage improperly dressed, and that 
Clarthwaite deserved to be forfeited, for not laying his hat 
aside, and thus exposing to the audience the fault of bis 
companion. To this act of injustice (? irthwaite refused to 
submit, and actually left the theatre, lie was engaged from 
the York Theatre some time afterwards, but refused to treat 
with Macready until he consented to return the forfeit, and 
acknowledge himself in error; not a very dillicult matter to 
effect, for once convinced he was wrong, he was ever willing 
to make reparation. 

While in Bristol 1 first met 

Me. william MACRKABY, 

a gentleman who deservedly ranks high, as one of the most 
finished actors of the English stage. 1 ndebted to nature for 
no personal requisite, but by laborious study, and love of his 
profession, attaining eminence. He is a polished scholar and 
a gentleman, although an irascible one. In the study of hia 
proft^ion, he possessed advantages, in the tuition of his 
lather, which must have made an actor of any young man 
possessing one- tenth of Macready 's ability. No wonder, then, 
ne rose so rapidly to fame, aided by such parts for originals as 
Gambia, Pescara, Amurath, and Ludovico, and surrounded 
by such actors as Young, Charles Kemble, and Miss O’Neil, 
to call forth all the powers of a cultivated mind. To Mr. 
Shiel's tragedies he owes his present position ; and w^ell did 
he repay the author for confiding to his hands the daring vil- 
lains oi his cieation. 

Oil his first appearance at Covent Garden The itre, it 
wanted but one laugh to have turned ail the laboured efforts 
of the actor into ridicule* Had the tittering which com- 
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minced otV the firBfcbeTioh of the pit, e&tondod a little' fiirUier,i 
this gentleman, who jiistl}’ prirhj.4 himself on ^having placed 
the plays of Sliak'»pearc before his countrymen in their ]vroper 
yail), wonM have retnnied to the (country a broken i\eartod 
[iTid rejt'eted actor ’ few men. like Vursdenhaff, possewin-j; iron 
nerve Miffieient to encounter tw(» f liluros, yet finally make 
good hiri position on the London stage. 

lie actwl with us but two nights, " Coriohinub’* and 

li'.fhard the ThLd.” Hy a bingular chance, Kean played 
the same part at liath on the same night, which, as I had 
seen Maercady play the part at Covenfc Garden, T took the 
op]»ortnnit3" of paying a visit to inv friend Meadows, for the 
purpose of wituoKsing. At Bath I was introduced to Mr. 
Woulda, Mr. Kowbotham, Mr. Conway and Mr. l*aul Bedford, 
and many plca-ant hours wc spont together. 

In the month of January, 1820, I started from Bristol, in a 
snow storm, on iny journey to Bxetcr, where I arrived in 
safety’, and found mvf*elf underlined for Hover, on Wednesday 
evening ; biit 1 fotind the whole city in a state of commotion, 
in eonae([uencc of the death of the Duke of Kent, (the father 
of Queen A^ictoria,) for whose reception a box had been splen- 
didly fitted up at the theatre, which he was to have visited 
on Monday evening. By the advice of the mayor, the theatre 
was closed lor one weak, as a mark of respect to the memory 
of the royal dukr. Thus, the managers not only lost the 
protits of an oversowing liovi^e, but the actors lost their 
wet k’s sal iry ; this was the first Htumbling block in this most 
unlucky of unlucky s«‘asoTi3. 

On the following Monday I opened in Hover. The company 
consisted of !Mr. Bennett and Mr. Hughes, (the managers,) 
Mr. Harvey. Mr, W. 11. Bennett, Mr. Dawson, Mr. J. Dawson, 
Mr. Butler, Mr. J. Salter, Mr. Libby, Mr. Harris, Mr. Southey, 
(brother to the poet laureate of England,) Mrs, Hughes, Mrs. 
Bennett, Mrs. Dawson, Mr<. Harvey, and, shortly afterwards, 
MisH Leigh. My first appearance was pronounced most satis- 
factory, both to the audience and the managers ; but fortune 
treated us most scurvily. Scarcely had I played one week 
before the death of the King, (George the Third,) again closed 
the theatre, during a general mourning of three weeks. 

The managers devoted this forced vacation to the produc- 
tion of the hiirletta of “ Rochester,” which had been so suc- 
ce'i-ful ill London, at the Olympic Theatre, under the direction 
of Mr. Elhston. This j>iecc was furnished with new and ap- 
propriate Fcenery, dresses and properties, was well rehearsed, 
nri I placed before the audience in a style of perfection not 
often witnessed in a provincial theatre. The house was 
crowded on the first representation, and the success perfect, 
^ter the second pezfoim&nce, about one o'clock in the morn- 
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ing, 1 was aroused by a violent knocking at my bed-room 
door, and a request from Mr. Bennett, who was much afflicted 
with asthma, for God’s sake to take iho key and run aa faet as 
))ORaible to the theatre - A w?a.< on fire. 1 was the fir-^t 
actor who readied the spot, just in time to aee the roof fail 
in : all hopo of rchcuing any thing from the theatre, w'us at 
an end. By great cxerlioiis the Jlamefl were prevented from 
uprendlng devastation all around. The morning dawned on a 
heap of smouldering ruins, and a company ot actors out of 
employment. This w’ as the first theatre I ever had the mi.- 
fortune to belong to which w'as destroyed by fire, although 
conflagrations, dining my career, have been very riumcn>us. 

The people of Exeter, with a praiseworthy spirit, set on foot 
a fliihseription for the relief of the actors, and in less than forty- 
eight hours a sum amounting lo one hundred and kcv( nty 
pounds was received, which was distributed among tlioso actors 
who had lost their theatrical property by this fatal occarrciico. 

The directors of tluj New Assembly buildings, leading on to 
the Northern ay, at that time only roofed in, grant «id tlio u-e 
of the building to Messrs. Bonnet and Hughes, and by almost 
magical rapidity, ve played in an entire new theatre on the. 
following Monday. The scenery was broU''ht from Urn iJo 'k 
(now Devonport) Theatre- the dresses for “ J* jche^tcr/' ni ide 
up by the asHistanee of countless volunteera. We opened to 
a K^ilendid hause, and *• Ibichcstcr” had a most succcsslul run. 
Tins misfortune oecuned on the r<tU of March, 182U. 

The managers not injured, and consequently were 

heavy loser.s; but bv exertions of tlic most indefatigable 
iiaturo, they succeeded in having their theatre rebuilt, .uid 
opened on the Kdh of .lanuary, in the following year, lS.il. 
It is without exception the most btsauliful theatre out of 
London. How the old building w'aa destroyed must cv< r be 
matter of Burmise, but it was generally attributed to the iii- 
troduetion of the gas. An immense chandelier w'as STHpended 
from the centre of the dome, from w hich the audience part of 
the theatre was solely lighted ; the continued heat in so'con- 
fined a space, was eupposiod to have prodirced spontaneous 
combustion ; the fire originated in the roof, and cannot rea- 
sonably bo attributed to any other source. 

ThiH eeasnn was a mo«fc disastrous uno to the actors, who 
lost six weeks’ salary in four month.^j. It is true t)io manager.-, 
also, had been great aufterers, but they posse.-sed many 
roftouTces — they had a theatre in Plymouth, another in Dock, 
besides W eymouth and Tolness, and a theatre in the Isle of 
Guernsey ; to any one of which they could have repaired, 
with an assurance of success. They preferred availing them- 
selvefl of the sympathy of the public of Exeter, warmly 
awakened la their behalf', and had no cause to complain of 
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the result, their receipts having exceeded their moat sanguine 
expectations, It was with feelings oi surprise, therefore, we 
saw a notice posted in the green-room, that the salaries would 
be reduced during the ensuing season at Plymouth. 

This proposition, under the circumstances, waa illiberal and 
unjust. Tlie acton* had Viorne patiently the deprivations of 
the season, which had curtailed more than oiie-third of their 
income- they had, one and all, strenuously contributed to the 
compleiion of the temporary theatre, so fortunately thrown in 
their, w^iy — the managers had reaped a rich harvest from thoao 
<‘\(‘rtions, and the reward of the actor was to lie a permanent 
rediietioii of his salary during the whole season, at Plymouth, 
and Dock, Dlevonporr.,^ — a most ungenerous and ill-timed 
parsimony, which 1, for one, determined not to submit to. 

A iiiieting of the company was called, to take into con- 
sideration this proposition of the managers, at which I offered 
a resolution, that rather than subniit to the. terms offered, we 
t iiould form a strolling expedition, on our own account, or 
take the Plymouth Theatre on our own responsibility, as 
commonwealth, paying the managers such a rent for the use 
<il their property as might be agreed on between us. This last 
])'• iposition was rejected by Messrs. Bennet and Hughes, and 
Til ‘ alternative presented, to accept their terms or close the 
tlicutre altoiicthcr, until the summer season at Weymouth. 

1 now offered to advance forty pounds sterling, without any 
consideration but the re-payraent of the money at the first 
moment the treasury should contain as much over the cm rent 
expenses, for the strolling expedition. This plan was orga- 
nised by myself, Mr, Dawson, Mr. J. Dawson, and Mr. Butler, 
who seceded from the theatre, taking with us Mr. and Mrs. 
Southey, Alies Leigh, Mrs. Dawson, Mr. Harris, and Mr. 
J.iliby, adding Miss L Leigh, and Mr. and Mrs. Osbaldistonc. 
J am bnre the latter gentleman then never dreamt of being 
tlie lessee of the Theatre Poyal, Covent Garden, London, orP, 
(\ Wemyss of being manager of the Chesnut street Theatre, 
I’hiladelphia, w^hen we entered our first managerial specula- 
tion, into which we wore driven more by necessity than choice. 
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CHAPTEB VII. 

Ilural AVandcrinpfs. Castle of Laiinoe£.ton. Great Tomnpfton. Liskrard 
Plymouth. Letter from an Aped Relative. Booth and Clara Fislici. 
First ofler of a London Knpagemenl. Kobert (Jore Elliston, the Napo- 
lt‘on of the Drama. All at Coventry . Actors Jn Durance. Pageant 
of the Coronation. Politien Interrupting Pleasure. Wigan- Ameri- 
can Engagement all hul Abandoned. First tarring Expedition. Pre- 
parations for a Long Voyage. 

Wk com Hi c need our new arrangement at f^reat Torrington, in 
J)evoii«hire, a very pretty romantic little town, about thirty 
miles from Kxetcr. Onr plan was to pay ono pound sterling 
per week to each individual, the overplus to be appropriated 
to a general fund, to provide against reverses. Mr. Wemyss, 
Mr. fiutler, Mr. O.^baldi stone, and Mr. J. Dawson, wore ap- 
pointed managera— one. of the four to have sole and undivided 
control of t he allaira of the company, alternately, in each town 
we might visit. We cast lot^or precedency, and it fell to my 
lot to commence ; consequently,*! had all the trouble of orga- 
ui/lng onr new scheme. The scenery was really haridsome ; 
we hired a tolornblo wardrobe from Mr. hibby, and st^irted, 
at the close of the Kxeter season, well e(|uipped. 

Jn OnjAt Torrinuton, I first wielded the theatrical sceptre, 
over a small but v<‘rv inoiTy and contented set of subjects. 
Wercinaiiuid in Torringtmi three months, at the expiration 
of whi<;h, wo hud neither added to nor diminished our funds : 
wo paid our way, and no more. Having .'secured the waggons 
to trausjuirt our baggi«ro to Liakoard, in Cornwall, according 
to agreement, 1 siirrenderod the power into the hands of Mr. 
James I)aw»on, who to be our next governor, as the actors 
faci-.tiously termed us. 

J. Dawson, Jiutler, and myself, started to walk to Lnun- 
ceston, where we intended to sleep, and proceed leisurely the 
next day to Liskeard, the Cornish mountains and scenery 
rendering this mode of travelling preferable to ridin^» ; but it 
was 80 long since I had indulged my walking propensities that 
T soon regretted the cross-road we ’were travelling, llofore I 
had. proceciled two tliirds of the distance, 1 found myself iin- 
eqn >1 to the tiisl , and w.is gbul to avail myself of a convey- 
nfU’C. t*ir a few' miles, in a lime cait, which overtook iis, in 
whicli I enj(>ycd two hoiir»> ii.s sound sleep as ever fell to the 
lot of a tired mortal. l)o.arly, however, did I pay for tliis 
luxury ; a dri/.xliiig ruin, denominated a Scotch mist, had 
been failing during a portion of the time, which, ^aiuratiDg 
my coat w uh uiibdacked lime, literally burnt it oti‘ my back, 
and left me, on my arrival at Laanoeston, that precious 
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^rmcnt, falling to pieces wherever it was tonchod. This 
misfortune was soon replaced, although it caused many a 
lan^jh at my expense, in Liskoard. 

Whether’ ic was that 1 wart tired with our expedition, and 
thought the goal reached, gave me a favourable iiiipresrtion of 
the town, I am not prepared to Kay, hut I think Launceston, 
with itK old fwhioned and ruined castle, the most beantlful 
and picturesque place J ever paw, surpussing Kichmoud, ih 
"Yorkfibire, for beauty of situation. Tired ah wo were, we 
rimhlcd about for three or four hours, and were really loth to 
leave the place, which wc did, having fully determined to 
visit it proh'.wonally at the first opportunity. 

While in Liskeard, ia answer to a letter wherein I had rc- 
L!i]ntulated the f'uI mishap of my wearing aj)parel, 1 rcecived 
the following from my grandfather; so characteristic of tho 
sprightly humour of an old gentleman in hia seventieth year, 
that 1 muht give it an honourable place in these recollections. 

6 OPT.) 

X/ON 0 OM, August 22d, 1820. 

Df \ u Ttiani; : 

Tlu' best answer to your mrlancholv letter the enclosed lOf. 
li.'i' K bill. \ oii filcill not be Im"! while I httv< .i shot m the locker 
Inr U)/ , and ymi sh.iU still li.ive the JDl in Oelobcr, when you write for 
it; foi hiiw th' ill’ll] e.in ine sernee, if we iiiDihola the su}n>lieh, go on; 
and I ‘li'iuld 1(1' \eri loth to L*t in\ loul <luke go to bed miiipcrle.is. 

'* TliCM little, .uu! sonieto .«-s u;rvAtei diSiiKtcis loo, oft Uappeii to (gentle- 
men of the t*oi k and InoKiii. 

“ Ml. and Mr-i. Miboi aie well, but at the country hoiisi' — will not see 
your letti'r until ( i f nitii’, .mil J was loth you should wait another il.iy fux 
the needful. I’ntK (Jeor-je pniH in love, and I icinain, 

“ Your allectiotnite giandfathcr, 

(Signed) TJimciib Coniirvfiv.*’ 

Mb. Fawii-’ CoL'nTM.v "NV jlhivis. 

Ill Lia|p.'ird vv’ij t '-uiaincd five weeks, under the management 
of Mr. W: l).iw.son, and added a lew pounds to our common 
sUidl: ; tiitu UMilo an arrangement with Bennett and 
lltiLflmafoi t]je riviiiouth and Duck Theatre'!, where we passed 
lhe wint'T of Ibliu. Butler wa", the niaUiiger here, but was 
Too in 'V riTid ijidolent to attend to tlic duties of hks jui.'.ilion. 

Tf OH' *' .i vut fo olliriafc for lum, for winch he was to give 
’>!<,• a; hand'-oui' n of cl 'thf- a I rh';--* to order, 

111 Plymouth ! met Mr. Booili and Clara r’-h'r, (then 

(duld ut li \ e:i > t a'r. oi and a mo, t extraordinary instance 
t/i' ](i I f'ociou't draniatic talent, j to both ol vliom 1 was iimler 
ot'hguiiojLs lor their liberal eoiidnct, particularly the lu.'mor, 
whom 1 had met prcviouKly ui llaiTogate. 

ifiymuuth bud although only two miles distant, hate 
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each their own peculiar audience. The IMymouth Theatre 
enjoys tho privilege of a patent, is elegantly bviilt, and us 
capacious as Drury Lane, or Covent Garden, beiu" cipahle 
of containing, at country prices of admission, from three i > 
four hundred pounds sterling, yet rarely yielding in its 
nightly receipts iiioro than thirty pounds, and not indVo- 
quontly l*alliag helow five pounds. From its ti/e and beauty, 
and being bo seldom filled, it had, at the time 1 ppeak 
of, acquired the significant title of the Thcahe of Sfd> ndi^ 
mu( ri/. Tho Dock Tlieatre, on the other band, is one ot the 
most inconvenient in Imgland ; but for the fact of po8Bes*ing a 
regularly built stage, and an excellent stock of g(tod aceucry, 
it is a more like a country barn furniMhed up lor theatrical 
rcpre'.cntation, than a theatre situated in a largo and flourish- 
ing town. VV'heii lull, it will hold about ei^Uty pounds stci- 
ling ; but throughout a long season you can calculate upon an 
average of twenty, the inhabitants being paiti^l to theatrical 
amuHement, and having tho garrison and dock yards to assist 
in filling the house. 

Hero both Mr. Booth and 01ar|^ Fisher played to good houses 
in comparison to their receipts atriymoutb, and by a wtrange 
perversion of taste, the inhabitants of 1*1} mouth would ride 
over to this inconvenient theatre to see a play, when their 
own pubicu, with the same attraction, avouM be utterly de- 
serted. 

In riymoiith and Dock wc pa'-sed four months very agree- 
ably, Obbaldistone alone contriving to make hinisclf and otlici’b 
as iincoinrortable as ]iObdblo. Fortunalely, hL piiwi r t(> do 
injury was very limiLcd, and finally fell entirely upon his own 
shoulders. 

It Avas in Plymouth I received the fir^t ofler oi a IjoiuIou 
engagement, from no less a personage tlnin 

Mn. 1U»BEKT KLLbSTO.N, 

the Napoleon of the drama, of whom it has been justly said, if 
thrown overboard, in rags, from one Bide of a ship» he would 
appear before his tormentors could turn round, upon the 
Miin r ,>ide of the deck dressed as a gentleman, ready to begin 
the Avorld again ; who, as the manager t»f a minor theatre, led 
lli(* toATR ca])tiv«, daily infringing the right-* of flic ]Ki‘<‘ufo('3 
ol the Btiyal theatre, Avith impunity, and who as the Ic'-C!* of 
ii patented thcvitre, iorthwith brought civil actions against 
tho minor theatres for infringing fus rights; lln: fivouiite 
of the ..public by Avbom he avus spoiled; lion cured by the 
Biniles of royalty, until on one occasion at U.a^t, lie actually 
imagined himself u king in reprtisonting tin cliar.iclcr of 
licorge the Fourth, in the pageant oi the coronation ros[)ond- 
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in^f to tho applause ol his audience by the emphatic phraae of 

“ '/oil, mil in'Oplf** 

< >i)t‘ <»f the best actors on the London Stage, decidedly in 
t ih nt, tlie most vcraatilc of those by whom he was surrounded, 

I rownin;! tl»(‘ i»lay of tho Iron Chest with that fineness, which 
h'l^ m:uic it keep pos^e>i?ion of the stage, by his excellent acting 
in :i pa:t in which John Kemble, with all hin popularity, Lad 
1 ii’o ), iilthouoh written expressly for him by Cohivan vhe 
^ ouiiLn T — who'^e merry laugh and quizzical expres^^ion of conn- 
te nance in comedy, would force a stone to lausjh with him : 
wht ,-c known powers of guiding the unruly pas^' ions of the 
most olfendod audience, has never been equalled by manager 
or (vetor ; to whom no man could talk without being persuaded, 
ag.iinst hih reason arid his will, that he was wrong. The well 
authenticated anecdotes of Elliston would fill a volume, from 
the ])eru8al of which no one ivould rise fatigued. 

An offer from Puch a nnan, for which 1 was indebted to Mr. 
]\1 linden was not to bo plighted, or an opening at Drury Lane 
Theatre, of which ho was lessee, thrown aside without due do- 
lib ration. The great desideratum of my hopes and fears was 
within my reach ; once lost, the opportunity might not readily 
oC( ur again ; 1 therefore resigned into the hands of the Mesars 
D.iv son all my right and title to the occupation of the theatres 
in l*iyrnoutli. Dock, Liskeard, Bodmin, Pen/anco, Truro, and 
Pabnouth, laid down the managerial triinehcoii; and departed 
loi I. »ndoii lull t>f anticipated honours. On my arrival 1 found 
the situation for which my service? were required, so many 
(h'greis below the object my ambition aimed at, th.at I at once 
declined it, and not even the wishes of Mr. Munden, that T 
^ iionld play any character of my own selection for his benefit, 
winch \va> ‘iliortly to take place, could iiirlnce me to abide such 
.1 icsuU. 1 coTiL’hidcd an cngageinent with Mr. Elliston as a 
un nibcr of liiscountry theatres at (Coventry, Tioamington, Sjin, 
A "Mliampton, Ac., Ac., where I spent a delightful Fuinrner. 

lh« vions to my departure 1 acted Sponge, in the burletta 
<'i B'lierc Shall 1 Dine, at the Adclphi theatre, for my friend 
\\ ilkinson 8 benefit, in fulfilment of a promise, made when wo 
w.-in togctlmr in iiincoln, from which I could not recede, so 
tint 1 ijunlc iny first bow before a London audienco on Mon- 
day, April lind, 1821. I was loudly applauded thoughont the 
w'holc of this performance, receiving no less than three dif- 
ferent offers of engagements* before I left tho theatre that 
evening, all of which I refused, having suddenly taken up a 
whim to visit the Vnited States of America. 

At Coventry, where 1 first played under Elliston’a banner, 1 
met my old friend Meadows. Mr. S. Penley, of Drury Lano, 
was the manager, and a more gentlemanly young man, or one 
more calculate<l to ooncUiate the good will of a company of 
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tctom, it WDiuld be difficult tc^ find. Hie com^y conaisted 
of Mr. 8. Penley, Mr. Meadows. Mr. Woroyss, Mr, f&rroll, 
(the late manager of the PaviHon theatre, Wbite-obapel) Mr. 
Montague Penley, Mr. Lawrence, Mr. Julian, Mr. Maiiford, 
Mr. Kent, Mr. Bhakepoare, (this gciitUman was the .last re- 
maining descendant of tiio iinmorfcul poet, consequently a 

C t lioTi,) Mr. Cleaver, Mr. Hughes, Mrs. Ldwiu, (of Hruty 
9 ,) Miss Turner, Mrs. Taylor, Mrs. Hughes, Miss Davis, 
and Misa Brown. 

Meadows and myself lived in the same house, and were 
companions on all occasions. The summer of 1821 was a 
series of deliffhtful jaunts to Warwick, Birmingham, North- 
ampton, Weadon, &c., &c. During the season at Leamington 
Spa, we acted every Wednesday nighi at Coventry, on which 
occasion the manager provided vehicles for our con^^eyanoe, 
then well known at Spa as pleasure cars : six were generally 
crammed into each, and we returned after the play to Lea- 
mington, During these excursions, we usually disturbed the 
good people of the village of Kenilworth about one o’clock in 
‘the morning, by singing God save the King, in full chorus, in 
honour, as we were pleased to say, of the revels Of the Earl 
of Leicester to Queen Elizabeth. 

Everybody acquainted with English theatricals is aware, 
that by law, actors and actresses playing without a licence, 
ate lianle to be apprehended as sturdy vagrants vagabonds, 
and as such, committed to the hou^e of correction. Some 
Squabbling having taken jdace between Mr. EUiaton and tho 
magistrates of Coventry, in which the latter felt themselves 
insulted by the digiiitied patentee of the Theatre lioyal, 
Drury Lane, they resolved upon avenging their wrongs upon 
the unconscious actors. And on our arrival from Ijeamington, 
while dressing for tho play of Yenice Preserved, a gentleman 
with a red collar and cuffs to his coat, usually known as a po- 
lice officer, walked into the room, atid informed ua in the most 
polite manner, that we were his prisoueis ; that none of us 
must leave the building, until the return of Mr. Penley, 
who was forthwith summoned before the mayor. We enjoyed 
this joke highly, feeling really di8appt>inted, when Penley re- 
turned, after an absence of an hour and a half, and informed 
US everything was amicably arranged. Had we have been 
committed to prison, as thre^oned, it would have created a 
sensation in the profession th^ghout the country, and in all 
probability have made the fortune of more thau one of our 
community, who, whatever might have been the opinion of 
the ittblio as to their merit as players, were universally re- 
BpecUd for their aeportmeUt off the stage. 

The curtaiu rose about half past nine o’clock to a much 

bdttot house than wo should have h&d> if no oxoitement had 
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existed. 1 played Jaffier in the play^ and CarTtln in Theme^ 
afterwards. 

' Irhis dilemma arose out of the question of the termination 
of the license, the manager construing his right to play sixty 
nights, when and how he pleased, during one calendar yeiw, 
while ibu magistrates insisted that tho sixty nights, to Vi^hich 
the license extended, must he played consecutively, exclutUng 
only the Sabbath-day, which they contended was the meaning 
of the act of Parliament, and in accordance with this deblsion 
w’e closed the Theatre. 

The first time I acted with Mr. Elliston was in Coventry, 
the part of hlunui in the Dramatist, on which occasion he was 
pleased to compliment me very highly, and renewed the old 
offer to play the following season at Drury Lane. However, I 
could not forget that he had tried to pemuade me at our first 
interview, that Willoughby in this same play was an appro- 
priate qiart to make a debfit before a London audience. What 
a difference between the Hr. Blliston, manager of a couhtry 
theatre, and the same gentleman, lessee of the Theatre Eoyal, 
Drury Lane. In the former character he was a delightful 
companion, promoting fun and frolic, ^’oining in it heart and 
soul, the merriest among the merry, idolized by the actors, 
who, accustomed to this familiarity, on a visit to London, 

' ventured sometimes to address him as an old companion, but 
were sure to meet the cold and haughty 'shojiilder, which 
plainly said, ** 1 am astonished at your impertinence : do you 
know to whom you are speaking 1 keep your distance— y 
I know you not.” 

Daring the summer of 182 1, took place the coronation of 
Geor^ the Fourth, as King of England, a spectacle which 
brought together the rich, the noble, and the talented, from 
every quarter of the globe ; an event which had not occurred 
for better than half a centffry before, which was celebrated 
in a style of gorgeous splendour, recalling the days of chivalry 
and tournament, the nobility of England vying with the 
representatives of royalty throughout Europe, and eclipsing 
many of them in extravagant display of unbounded wealth. 

This august ceremony was afterwards. given in mimic display 
by Elliston, at the Theatre Koyal, liniry Lane. The ^ fitc 
simile’^ of the original received the approbation of the citixens 
of London and Westminster, King himself condescending 
to visit the theatre, during thffbpresentation, of course stamp- 
ing it with fashion. It Was, in fact, as perfect as such a repre- 
sentation could possibly be. 

The manager having reaped a golden l^rvest in Igiadon, 
wisely resolved, at the close of the seasmi,^^ to represflV this 
magnificmit scene throughout the provincial theatres, looin* 
menoiug iu Northasuptemf to which place we summonedi 
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where, under the direction of Mr. Lee, formerly the atajro 
manager of the Adelphi Theatre, funder llodwell and Jones,) 
— who has immortalised his name in the annals of theatricals, 
by his exquisite performance of Muddle, in the burletta of 
Rochester, It was produced, with all the requisite properties 
and dresses, Mr. S. Fenley personating the King; Mr. 
Montague Penley, Prince Leopold; Mr, WemysS, Lord 
Oastlereagh ; the two last named dressed in the full order of 
the Garter. Every gentleman in the theatre was required to 
personate not only one, but, in some iustarices, halt a dozen 
characters. I have only particularised those who, speaking 
theatrically, could not double, the costliness of their costume, 
which required at least half an hour to adjust properly, pre- 
venting the possibility of a rapid change of dressi The 
procession, in passing, occupied at least three quarters of an 

houiC* 

In Northampton, everything passed off with great ecl&t, and 
is remembered by those who witnessed it, as the most delightful 
theatrical representation ever seen. The champion and the 
procession accompanying the King into the body of the 
cathedral, passing through the very centre of the audience, 
had a magical and grand appearance. 

Prom Northampton wo proceeded to Coventry, decidedly at 
that time one of the most radical towns in England. Here 
the actors had to endure the groans and hisses of the audience, 
as the representatives of those persons politically offensive to 
the spectators. The procession was a scene of tumult, each 
character being received with tumultuous applause, or with 
hissses, cat-calls, and other deafening noise. I, as Lord 
Castlereagh, was the first obnoxious person who made his 
appearance. From the moment I placed my foot upon the 
stage, until the last page supporting my train disappeared, it 
was one cry of ** Shame ! shame Off ! off !’’ “ (^ueen !” 
“ Queen ** Who sold his country 1” " Ha !” " Off !’* Go 
along !” mingled with hisses and groans. This ceremony gene- 
rally occupied about two miuutes. The Duke of York 
followed m^, and the change from hissing and hooting, to 
applauding and huzzaing, was wonderful. The next who 
incurred their displeasure were the King's Attorney -General 
and the Judges. Prince Leopold was favourably received ; but 
for his Majesty, it was reserved to try the strength of the par- 
ties. Here the row generstj^ terminated in a fight between 
his Majesty's l(»yal subjectsand the admirers of tlie^ Queen, 
which lasted until the seSne changed to the hanquetting-hall. 
Thhyyas repeated on every representation; and when the last 
nigHparrived, 1 fblt relieved from the moat disagreeable task I 
e^rarliad imposed upon me during my theatrical career. 

We returned to Northampton for the aeason, and here 
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Meadows left us, to make his first appearance at Covent Garden 
Theatre, as Scrub, in the Beaux’s Stratagem* 

In Northampton, I received a letter from Mr. Miller, the 
agent of Mesers. Warren and Wood, of Philadelphia, io nnsa-^ 
tisfactory, that I abandoned all thoughts of pursuing the 
application in that quarter any lurther, notwithstanding I had 
refrsed London offers, in order to meet the wishes of my 
friends Hughes and Wilkinson, whose strong reeomxi^nda* 
tions in my favour had opened the correspondence. 

The Leamington company was now disbanded, the London 
actors returning to their winter engagements in the metropolis, 
and the others wandering, no one knew whither. Among 
many good fellows this happy season introduced me to, 1 must 
not forget the leader of our orchestra, Paddy Day. Many a 
tedious hour was relieved by his good fellowship. 

Mr. Howard, the manager of the Lancaster circuit, offered 
me an engagement, at a guinea and a half per w^eck, to join 
him at Wigan, which I accepted, and once more turned my 
face towards tho north. I opened with him in Tangent, in The 
Way to Get Married. • 

My stay witb Howard was unusually short. However, the 
cause of separation was so truly laughable, it* deserves to be 
recorded. Having to act Kenmure, in the Falls of Clyde 
— as that time a very popular piece in every country theatre 
— in the duel scene, in which Kenmufe's being wounded, 
and supposed to be dead, turns the rest of the plot of the 
drama ; the pistols missed fire, and were again cocked with 
no better success. Another pair of pistols was furnished 
by the property man; this only added to our difficnlly, 
as mine exploded ; but not all the efforts of my adversary 
could induce his pistol to go off. Now, as I was to be 
killed and not him, the only option left was to fall without 
cause, or to lower the curtain and begin tho scene again. We 
aiiopied the latter course ; for which, tho manager in anger, 
made use of expressions both harsh and unnecessary. At last 
1 cut the argument short by saying, “If you please, Mr, 
Howard, you will accept my six weeks’ notice and w'e will 
part.” (Certainly, sir. You have only been rather too quick 
for me. I should have proposed the same thing at the close 
of the performance, for your nirs of grandeur are only fit for 
Covent Garden or Drury Lau& and won’t do for my theatre.” 

During my six weeks* expidnon, for an unintentional error, 
with Howard, I received the following letter from Mr. Miller, 
which again directed my views to the United States of 
America : , . m 
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(copy.) 

'' London, Peb. 25, 182f. 

** Dbar Sta t— 

^ I am fully^ authorised to conclude an engagement with you, and 
am inclined to thiiii^. it would am wer both yours and the managers' pur- 
pose» Oui friends, Mr. Wilkinson and Mr. Hughes, speak in high terms 
of your abilities, and I am satisfied that their report is eorrect. ytiU, if it 
si likely I can have the pleasure of seeing you play in or near London 
within the next few weeks, 1 should be glad to do so. This, however, 
shall not stand in the way of an arrangement. W ill you be good enough 
to say what you thmk of the terms offered to you in September last? If I 
recollect rightly, 1 made you a distinct and detailed offer. 1 eaunoi just 
now turn to Mr. Wood’s letter, though I have it on my file, and he does 
not in Ins last letter recapitulate them. The new tlieatre opens on tin* 
first of December, so that wc have plenty of time, f hope, and indeed feol 
assured, that you will make it extremely well worth your imrpose. Hoping 
to hear from you shortly, I remain, dear sir, Y ours truly, 

<< 69, Fleet Street, (Slgued) “ Joim Milleti.” 

Bbfore the receipt of thia letter, I had engaf^od to play six 
* nighta at Kirkham, with the manager of the Kendal theatre, 
(Mr. Cooper,) at the close of the season in Wigan. It was 
from Kirkham, therefore, on the 4th of April, 1S22, that I 
finally agreed to the terms offered by the American managers, 
and began to prepare for my departure. In Ohorloy, I again 
met my old friend Jack Einley, reduced to a mere shadow of 
bis fi)rmer self^ surrounded by a house full of noisy children, 
the complete picture of a strolling actor rapidly sinking into 
oblivion. I could scarcely believe that any man, possessing 
mperior talent in the profession of his own choice, could have 
suffered himself to recede so far in the estimation of the 
public for want of energy — the highest objoefc of his ambition, 
being a pipe of tobacco and a pot ot porter. So long as ho 
could oomiuand these without much trouble, he seemed per- 
fectly indifferent to every thing around him; laughing as 
merrily, as if his pockets were lined with guineas, and he had 
not a care in this world. He accompanied me as far as l*raftton, 
where he shook hands, and parted to meet no more. ** Good 
bye, Jack.” *‘God bless you, Frank, my boy, and send you 
eafe across the herring pond,” were the last words we ex- 
changed. He returned to Chorley, and 1 ^made the best of 
my way to Kirkham. 

^ere I met Mr. Cooper, who was anxiously expecting my 
arrival. I opened in V^apid, in the Dramatist. Being an- 
nounced as the star of the company, I was of course received 
well^j the audience. The company was by no moans a bad 
one, consisting of Mr. Cooper, (the manager,) Mr. ILobson, Mr. 
Lardper, Mr. Lardner, jr., Mr, Egerfeon, Mr. Hall,' Mr. 
Hutohtoson, Mr. Goddard, Master Stanley, Mrs. Cooper, Mrs. 





Lardner, Mrs. Robson, Mws. Lardner, jr., and Mts. Aldis, 
(formerly Mrs. Stanley, of the New York Jbeatre). 

From Kirfcbam, I proceeded direct to London, to make the 
requisite preparations for the voyapre, which was to crimmenoe 
a new era in my theatrical life. In the year 1822, it was a 
diificuU niatfer to induce an actor to cross the Atlantic; and 
even Mr. Millcn the a^ent of Warren and Wood, told me ho 
.COtlld scarcely calculate upon my departure until he saw me 
on board of the packet, althoncrh I aPRured him, that having 
plecl^sred my word, no offer on tliifi side of the Atlantic could 
induce me to stay, although they might expedite my return. 
Offer upon offer was made, and many urged even to rudeness, 
but without l>eing able to shake my resolution — nntil it be- 
came a standing joke among those actors with whom I was 
upon terms of friendship, to ask wbenevei they met me. 

Well, Wemyss, when do you retire into banishment 1** 


CHAPTER VIII. 

Expectations of America. Windsor Theatre. Last Engagement in Eng- 
land. Captain Sherburne, and the Ship Robert Edwards. Departure 
from England. Arrival at New York. YeilOv/ Fever. Park Theatre. 
Journey to Philad( Ipliia. First Iropressions of the Quaker City. The 
New Theatre in Chesiiut Street. Introduction to Messrs. Warren aiid 
Wood. 

Having determined to cross the Atlantic, my first care was 
to provide myself with a new stage wardrobe, determined, if 
r failed in the United States of America, that it should not 
1)0 for want of exertion on my own part. I expended on my 
outfit, three hundred pounds sterling, adding such of the 
drespoa I then possessed, which I deemed suffioiently handsome. 
A better wardrobe, or of more general utility, no actor ever 
commenced an engagement with. Yet I was not buoyed up 
withvB^ny extravagant ideas of brilliant success ; my plain 
calculation was, having been considered a respectable actor 
in my own country, surrounded by competitors of every 
grade, I have a right to expect I may be considered something 
more than, respectable in America, where numbers prevail 
not ; and such aid as external orn ament could bestow, I waa 
resolved to Inve, 

What could induce Hr. Wood to send to England fo> a 
light comedian, while he was himself sustaining all the prin- 
cipal^ parts, and in high estimation as an actor, with' the 
public, I am jit a loss to conjecture. Had I been in posses- 
sion of that secret before departure, never should J have 
left England on ' such a Quixotic expedition. Expecting to 
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find a clear field for exertioiii ^hioli 1 was promised, 1 was 
willing to make the attempt ; but to sail three thousand 
miles to oppose an established fayourite, was an idea that 
never entered into my calculation, and for which, 1 certainly 
never would have abandoned my prospects in England, which 
appeared most favourable, during my American negociation. 

Fate ordained it otherwise; and many, a bitter hour of 
' regret 1 experienced during the first year of my engagement,^ 
of which 1 shall speak in its proper place. 

Surrounded by offers on all sides, I accepted an engagement 
for six weeks, from Mr. Smith, the manager of the Windsor 
Theatre, w^ere I could superintend my preparations, and 
attend to ihy theatrical duties at the same time. This was 
the last theatre I acted in, in England. 

Daring the season at Windsor 1 met with an accident, which 
had nearly kept me in England against my will, and in face 
of all my declarations. In acting Corinthian Tom, in the 
Burletta of Tom and Jerry, I had one of my knees so twisted, 

, as to render it doubtful whether I should be able to act for 
months; however, 1 was determined it should be no trifle 
which should prevent the fulfilment of my engagement, which 
I subjoin. 

** Dear Sir, 

„ '' 1 am favoured with your letter, dated 1st of May, and agree, 

without hesitation, on the part of the proprietors of the Philadelphia 
Theatre, (Messrs. Warren and Wood,) to secure to you an engagement for 
three years, at a salary of six guineas per week, with the accustomed bene- 
fits and advantages, on your engaging tp play the light comedy of the 
theatre, and being with Messrs. Wood and Warren by the first of December, 
1922, the time fixed for opening their new^eatre. Should you require a 
more formal and detailed agreement prev^llpa to your sailing, I engage to 
have it prepared and witnessed. 

** I am, dear Sir, yours truly, 

(Signed) * * J ohk Millba, 

(Agent to the Theatre.) 

69, Fleel-strcet, London, May 22d, 1822.” 

. Every thing being ready for my departure, I secured 7 pas- 
sage in the ship Bobert Edwards, from London to New York, 
there being no vessel in port whose destination was Phila- 
delphia. My baggage was placed on boird, and I started for 
Portamoutb, to join the^ ship on her arrival at the Isle of 

Wight. 

On the 26th of September, 1822, 1 placed my foot upon her 
deck, where Captain Sherburne welcomed me on board, and 
on the following day, with a fair wind, we tripped our anchor, 
aii4 I bade adieu to my native land. 

We had an agreeable, although a vhry long passage, arriving 
in Kew York on 3atttra»7i the I6th o{ November. On reach- 
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Sandy Hook, the first intolli|renoe we received fi^om the 
Pilot was very flattering to a foreigner; it was simply this^ 

GentlemoTi, I think you had better not venture up to the 
city, the yellow fever rages there very badly,” 

. What a delightful reception, after a long voyage; however, 
we did go up to the city, and without any evil effects, although 
the populous city of ITew York looked like a deserted village. 
The gloomy imprea-^ion made on my tir^t ;ipproach has never 
been totally obliterated; the words ''infected district will 
occur whenever T think of my arrival. I slept the first night 
at the Courtland IJonoc ; but by the recommendation of Capt. 
Sherburne, roraoved the following morning to Niblo’s, Hotel, 

corner of Willihni and street, where I remained until my 

departure for Philadelphia.' 

On Saturday evening, myself and fellow passengers visited 
the Park Theatre, to see Matthews play Dr. Ollapod, in the 
Poor Gentleman. Tho houao "^vas not crowded, and the play 
very indifferently acted, friving me a most unfavourable im- 
presHion of the actors. It was certainly tho worst company 1 
had ever seen in a metropolitan theatre. 

After the performance, I met my old friend Joe Cowell, who 
was attached to tlie theatre, having arrived in America only a 
few fnonth^i before me. He afterwards became very popular, 
both in New York and Philadelphia. 

In hi® company I wandered through the streets of New 
York, viforing such places as he pointed out to me, and feeling 
as only those atoi feel who, in a foreign country, meet a friend 
whom they know takes some interest in their welfare, relieving 
the horrible knowledge of being alone among multitudes. 

On Saturday, the 23rd of November, 1822, 1 took my 
departure from New York for Philadelphia, and by some un- 
accountable mistake got on board the wrong steamboat, so 
that, instead of proceeding to New Brunswick, T found myself 
with all my heavy baggage landed at Elizabethtown Point, 
with tho prospect of remaning until Monday, or proceeding 
conveyance to^renton by land, and so endeavour 
to reach the boat before her departure from that place I 
therefore hi;’ed a dearborn to convey me thither. At New 
Brunswick, the negro who drove informed me that one of his 
horses was so lame, it would be impossible to proceed before 
the morning. I ordered him to hire another, with which we 
proceeded to Kingston, where I arrived at two o’clock on Sun- 
day morning ; and finding it impossible io reach Trenton in 
time for the boat, I resolved to remain. This was the first 
country inn I had seen in America ; it is on the top of a hill. 
Oil the left hand side of the road coming from Now York — by 
whom kept I am ignorant to this day— but never was way- 
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faring ptosdngdr better treated ; everything was as olean and 
comfoxtable as it was possible to be. 1 have seen a great 
many inns in my time, good, bad, and indiiferent, but never 
enjoyed myself more than on the present occasion. 

1 slept soundly until ten o’clock, when I ordered breakfast, 
and an excellent one it was ; despatched the black man homo, 
who had driven me from Elizabethtown ; concluded a bargain 
with the landlord, j^o convey me and my baggage to Phila- 
delphia that day, in an extra stage— so that I may say, 1 ar- 
rived in my carriage and lour in that city, on Sunday evening, 
the 24th of November, — this journey from New York having 
cost me nearly sixty dollars. 

At Judd’s Hotel, in Third street, (now Congress Hall) where 
I alighted, quite an animated scene met my view ; the house 
was tTOwded in every part, travellers Hocking from all quarters 
to witness the great race at Washington City, between Sir 
Charles and Eclipse, which ended in d^ppointment. This 
scene, from its novelty, was most agreeable to a stranger ; and 
although I had travelled over some very bad roads — that is, 
bad by comparison, lor our English roads being so good, made 
the contrast more forcible ; I had reached my destination in 
time for the fuldlment of all my engagements. 

My first impressions of Philadelphia were most favourable. 
There was something in the bustle of the hotel, which pleased 
me ; the rush to the dinner table on the sound of the bell ; 
the rapidity with which the ample provision disappeared froni 
the table, really amused me. During my first dinner at 
J udd’s Hotel, 1 shall record a circumstance at which I have 
laughed at least a hundred times, in presence of the gentle- 
man who caused ray surprise. A high minded and honourable 
young man, from the State of Georgia, having indulged in 
potations deep of champagne, (which, bye-the-bye, at Ameri- 
can^Hablea flows as freely as water,) was involved in some 
wordy quarrel at the upper end of the table, which he sud- 
denly terminated by rolling an apple with some force the full 
length of the table, exclaiming dithe same time, if anvlpdy 
wanted to fight, he has only to bring me that apple. WRre 
xnust have been from forty to fifty people seated in different 
knots, of four and five in each party, who only laughed at the 
sudden ebullition of feeling ; nor would I have noted the oc- 
currence, but to shame the host of travellers who, pas^sing 
through America with railroad speed, retail these anecdotes 
ns^Hustrative of the general character of the Americana ; all 
though in what they term the polite and polished circles of 
Paris and London, isolated cases, far more disgraceful than the 
prese^nt, occur daily without producing any remarks, except- 
ing'fi^om the party where the breach of goo« mannefs occurs, 

I cime to America with all the prejudices of an English- 
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mail,*— have involved myself in many scrapes in defenee of 
England, which I never hear assailed without defending ; but 
1 have lived lor upwards of t^ 7 enty years among the Ameri’ 
cans, and 1 do not think any inducement could prevail upon 
me; permanently to take up my abode in my native country ; 
yet it docs not follow that 1 should sit quietly by and hear 
England reviled for those very qualities which form the boast 
of a native American — namely : love for the land of their 
birth. And never do I hear an Englishman loudly denouncing 
his native land; that 1 do not quickly repeat the lines of the 
poet ; 

— — — . For be it understood. 

He left bis country for his country’s good.’^^AiiKM ! 

Blit to return to Philadelphia — the cleanliness of its streets, 
their uniformity, the hurry of business at this time decidedly 
in her favour, as 4||||bpared to the lengthened visages of the 
citizens of New just emerging from the scourge of the 
yellow fever, formed a pleasing contrast, reviving my spirits. 

The most striking object was the Bank of the United States; 
built ill a prominent situation in Ohesnut street, and in a 
very chaste style of architecture; the State House, from 
whose halls issued that declaration which severed from the 
English Crown, the brightest gem in her colonial possessions ; 
the Huseum, in the same building; the Academy of Fine 
Arts— all in Chesuut street— and last, not least, the New 
Theatre then building ^in the same street, were viewed with 
different feelings oOnterest. 

The language B|feen by all around me, tbe nasal twang 
with whief it was pronounced, alone revealing the secret that 
1 was not ill England, but making me feel a stranger in what 
1 might otherwise have conceived to bo tbe land of my fathers, 
spoke to the feelings of the heart, pronouncing m€ to be ths 
foreigner. 

1 waited upon Hr. Warren at his house in Sansom street, 
lesjdng my card and a letter from bis agent, Mr. Miller, lie 
called at the hotel in the course of the day, and appointed the 
following morning, (Tuesday, the 26th of November,) to meet 
him at the theatre, where he would introduce me to hia 
partner, Mr. Wood, to whom he wished me to talk about 
matters of business, and most hospitably invited me to spend 
the evening in his society. 

I was very much pleased with the appear^ce of the Ohes- 
nut Street Theatre, then nearly completed ; its only eyesore 
in my%stimation, being tbe chandelier suspended from tbe 
dome, which by others, was considered its greatest beauty ; 
but the fate of tbe Exeter Theatre immediately occurred to 
my mind ; and another objection to this mode of lightmg the 
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theatre* is/ that it exposes to xiew that vei^ portion which 
^ould be kept as mnch as possible in the shade, and which 
has oontribnted more to the downfall of the drama, than all 
the other oanses put toj^ether ; 1 allude to the third tier of 
boxes, where licentiousness prevails in its worst form. 

I was introduced to Mr. Wood, with whose urbanity and 
apparent kindness I was more than pleased, and distinctly 
remember sayiii^r, amon^ other foo'ish things in Ms praise, 
that he was the most perfect gentleman I had ever met in the 
profession. As regards outward appearance, I have had no 
reason to alter my opinion ; but if his conduct towards me, 
stripped of his specious manners, are to form his claim to that 
^aracter, he must not choose me as his biographer; yet I 
may well afford to forgive all his transgressions, in that he 
provided me with a wife. Had he kept me engaged in pro- 
Issuonal duty, in all probability I shoul^over have thought 
of marrying ; and in this important evGn([|^f a man’s life, I, at 
least, never can regret my visit to America. • 


CHAPTER IX, 

Opening of the New Theatre. List of the Company. Mr. Cooper, 
jpirst Appearance in America. Reception* Newspaper Criticisms. 
James Waliack. His Address to the Baltimore Audience. Booth in 
America. Mathews. Convivial Parties. Marriage. Tom and 
Jerry. Stephen Price. First Appearance in Ballimore. Washington 
City. Return to Philadelphia. Season of 18!^|nnd 1S21. 

Thh theatre opened on Monday, the 2d of December, 1822, 
with a neat address, written, as the play-bills informed mo, by 
Mr. Sprague, of Boston, and yery well delivered by- Mr. Wood. 
The play was, The School for Scandal, which was admirably 
acted — Warren playing Sir Peter Teazle; Wood, Charles 
Surface; AT. Wal/acl-, Joseph Surface; Jeferson, Crabtree: 
.Francis, Sir Oliver Surface; T, Jefferson, Sir Bonjamm Back- 
bite; Hai/iwZ;, Rowley ; Burle, Moses; Barley, Careless; John 
J^erson, Trip ; Oreen, Snake ; Mrs, Wood, Lady Teazle ; Mrs, 
La FolU, Lady Sneerwell; Mrs. Francis, Mrs. Candour ; and 
Mn, B, Wallack, Maria. 

Mrs. Wood was the only person in the play with whom I 
' was not perfectly satisfied ; although I afterwards became one 
of that lady’s warmest admirers. As an actress, iu smooth, 
level speaking, she had no equal on the American stafe ; but 
she must forgive me for saying, I think her sister, Mrs. 
Darlev, would have been a much better representative of 
Lady Teazle. 

This comedy was followed by the melo^drama of the Wai|* 
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^ dering Boys, which was also Tory well performed, but did not 
give me an exalted opinion of the talent of the artiste, the 
scenery being decidedly bad, and entirely out of keeping. 

The manner in which these pieces were acted, convinced, 
me I had a liarder task before me, to insure success, than I 
bad hitherto sUifered myself to suppose. The members of the 
Philadelphia company were veteran actors, who understood 
their profession, and whose exertions were duly appreciated 
by a discriminating audience. They consisted of— Biessrs. 
Warren and Wood, the managers; Mr, Henry Wallack» Mr, 
Jetferson, Mr. Burke, Mr. Francis, Mr. Wilson, Mr. T. Jeffer- 
son, Mr. J. Jefferson, Mr. D. Johnston, Mr. Barclay, Mr. 
Green, Mr. Wheatley, Mr, Hathwell, Mr. Parker, Mr. Bigi^, 
Mr. Murray, Mr. Andes, Mr. Scrivener, and Mr. Lopez, the 
prompter; Mrs. Wood, Mrs. Barley, Mrs. Entwistle, Mrs, H. 
Wallack, Mrs. La PoUe, Mrs. Burke, Mrs. Francis, Mrs. Jef- 
lerson, Mrs. AnclcAn, Mrs. Simpson, Mrs. Green, Mrs. Mur- 
ray, Miss Hath well; Miss Parker, Miss L. Hathwell, Miss H. 
Hathwell; to whom was now to be added, Mr. Wemyss, and 
before the end of the season, Mr. and Mrs. Mestayer and their 
family. 

With such an array of talent, every part was filled by an 
actor fully competent to sustain the reputation of the theatre ; 
and the unfavourable opinion 1 had formed of the state of the 
Drama, from the first play I witnessed ih the city of New 
York, was converted into a feeling of gratification, at the 
regular manner in which the business of this theatre was 
conducted. 

It was agreed upon by BIr. AYood and myself, that I should 
make my first appearance as Yapid, in the Dramatist; to be 
followed by Marplot, in the Busy Body; and Rover, iu Wild 
Oats, but no night was fixed upon. 1 had stipulated for three 
parte, at the opening of my engagement, to ensure a fair 
hearing, and avail myself of the opportunity to make, if 
possible, a favourable impression upon the audience. Had I 
supposed the first part would have been the touchstone, I 
should have selected Marplot, which was decidedly at that time 
my beat effort, and which I purposely reserved, either to 
to follow up a successful delut, or to retrieve lost ground, 
which 1 knew it would do, in case of failure. But my 
manager had determined I should not succeed, before I 
placed my foot upon the Americitn stage — that is, if ho could, 
by any means, prevent it. 

The first object, of curiosity to me in the theatre was the 
annofincement of 
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m THOMAS COOP^B, 

a namp briglit in ihe annals of theatrical fame— one time 
the pnde and boast of the American stage — who has received 
mcfe money from the public, and drawn more into the^ tree* 
BUry of the theatre, than any actor of the present day — ^whose 
name, at the head of the play-bills, was ihe assurance of a 
well-filled house— whose style of declamation was held up as 
worthy of imitation, both by the pulpit and the bar — who 
hc^, in most inclement weather, travelled a hundred miles a 
day, over roads' almost impassable — playing on alternate 
nights, in the cities of Kew York and Philadelphia, to delighted 
audiences, until he was denominated ‘'the flying actor**— 
whrae haughty demeanour and rudeness, amounting almc«st to 
insult to his brother actors, rendered him an object of fear 
instead of admiration. W 

As an actor in the vigour of his fame, he must have been 
one of the best of the Kemble school. It was not my good 
foHune to see him until he was in the wane ; but even then, 
his performance of Damon, in Damon and Pythias, was a 
mastopiece of art, which all who now perform the part on 
the American stage— from Mr. E. Forrest to those of humble 
pretensions, have imitated as closely as possible. Carrying his 
energy almost to the verge of caricature, who, thatv has seen 
Mr. Cooper in this part, can forget the manner in which he 
receives from Lucullxis the intimation of the death of his 
horse, upon whose swiftness of foot depended the life of his 
dear friend, perilled by this act ; the perfect stupor which for 
an instant overcomes his whole frame, suddenly roused to 
frenzy by the ideal picture of the blood of Pythias flowing for 
him ; his stem resolution to sacrifice on the instant both him- 
self and the slave, who, from affection for his master, had 
wrought the rain of his honour. Kotbing on the stage^ — not 
evenlie third act of Othello, by Kean — ever surpassed this. 
It waB painfully true to nature, equalled only by his delirious 
joy when he arrives just in time to save his friend, and falls 
exhausted by his efforts at the foot of the scaffold,— receiving, 
instead of tumultuous applause, the tears of the audience! — 
This was the conception of a master-mind. For my own part, 
after witnessing it, I always wished to leave the theatre, that 
nothing might break the charm for the evening. 

What a pity it is that great actors should remain upon the 
stage after they have outlived their reputation j yet hoigr few 
retire until old age has so impaired their faculties, that respect 
for what they have been, alone restrains an audience from open 
insult. Of all professions, the player contemned and despised, 
as he frequently iS| posacsses no means of recording to posterity 
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tine triumph Off his art; therefore, the recoUeotion of his taste 
and beauty should he at least preserved intact by the geuera” 
tion in Tvhich be flourishes. 

And here let me ask, why an actor should not receive from 
society the honours due to talent 1 The physician, the bar* 
ristei’;,^ the clergyman, the soldier, are all received with the 
honour due to their occupation. The player, whose toil is 
equal, and whose task to gam eminence is more severe, is only 
received as a clever bufloon, tolerated, but not accepted in the 
bosom of society. It is true, the Kemble family form an 
exception to this general rule of exclusion^ but even they 
hold their position upon suflrance, not upon right. 

On the 6th of December, 1 first saw Mr. Cooper aet 
Yirglaius, which, in my humble opinion, was a failure. The 
play was so mutilated, that with difficulty 1 could recognise 
Knowles* Tragedy — a liberty no manager or actor should take, 
unless to remove Shdecent language or allusion, which must 
mar any work. It matters not who the author may be ; the 
more celebrated the name, the more disgraceful the outrage : » 
but for caprice, to mangle the work of an absent author, is, 
to say the least of it, a most unfair proceeding. 

It was not untU 1 saw Mr. Cooper play Damon that I would 
admit his claim to rank as an actor of the highest merit, not« 
withstanding his popularity ; but after that performance, it 
required but little rhetoric to persuade me he was capable of 
any effort which could be required from a man of genius, 
feeling that the reputation he ei^joyed was justly merited. 

On Wednesday, the 11th of December, 1 made my first 
appearance in America, as Vapid, in the dramatist. I was 
ever a fortunate fellow, on the first night before a stran^ 
audience, and on this occasion, the most important to me in 
i]^ theatrical life. Dame Fortune was not inclined to let me 
on without some ixeak to annoy and disturb me. 

In the first scene of the second act, the house was suddenly 
filled with smoke, in4ucing a belief that the theatre was on 
fire, which caused a simuitaneoua movement of alarm to- 
wards the doors, until Mr. Wood stepped forward and ex- 
plained from whence the smoke proceeded. This satisfied 
the audience, who resumed their seats ; but such, an incident 
in a first appearance in a foreign country, of whose manners 
I Vras totally ignorant, was calculated to shake firmer nerves 
than mine. 

However, all progressed smoothly enough, and the scene be- 
tween Lord Scratch, Lady Waitford, and Vapid, behind the 
sof^ was received with both applause and genuine lapghter, 
^^oh Mr. Warren’s excelloat acting as Lord Scratchy aided 
very inuKffi in producii^, and 1 left the sj^a with the np* 
of the grniofvit^ In my 
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.?at it waa in the fourth act that the approbation of the 
audience b«icame so decided, that b^ the advice of Mr. Warren, 
and elated by my own feelings^ 1 agreed to speak the Epi- 
logue, which I had declined in the morning. 1 had cause to 
regret this conclusion, as, passing through the ordeal of a five 
afcer^act play, a gentleman in the boxes, favoured me with a 
smart hiss, (for pronouncing, as he said, the word girl like 
gdl.) It was instantly drowned in applause ; but it gave to 
Air. Wood the plea, of which he took such ungenerous advan- 
tage, to declare to Mr. Miller that 1 was obnoxious to the au- 
dience. The fact, 1 have no wish to conceal ; it was the first 
and last hiss ever directed at me on the Philadelphia stage 
for years. Of the next, 1 shall have occasion to speak more 
in detail; the circumstance is well known to every frequenter 
of the theatre, and the uproar it created had nearly been 
productive of serious consequence to others beside mjself. 

1 had no reason to complain of my reception. Mr. Warren 
congratulated me upon my success, and Francis who had wit- 
nessed the whole performance, assured me it was satisfactory 
{o the audience. One thing is certain, whatever may have 
been the opinioitof the public on the present occasion, I was 
a better actor when 1 first played in Philadelphia, than I ever 
esteemed myself at a later period of my life, when established 
as an acknowledged favourite in the Ohesnut Street Theatre. 
That the performance of Vapid could not have been very bad, 
the proof is, that unknown to a single individual out of the 
theatre, it should have been received with sufficient approba- 
tion to call forth the congratulations of one of the managers 
who had sustained a principal part in the play. I will dwell 
no further upon it than to add the opinion of the press on the 
same character, on the 11th of December, 1822; and on the 
12th of April, 1826, duHog the whole of which period I was 
a member of the theatre, containing the best stock company 
ever assembled within its walls. 

From the Philadelphia Gazette, 19, 1 822. 

''New Theatre.— The house was very respectably attended last evening, 
to witness the revival of ' The bramatlst, or Stop him who Can.’ The 
only novelty presented in the dramatis personae consisted of a Mr. 
Wemyss, who made hiB first appearance in the character of Vapid. Re- 
' port had spoken in golden terms of his theatrical acquirements. That he 
possesses a great degree of merit as a young performer, will not be de- 
nied i but it is equally manifest, from his last night's representation, that 
study, experience and practice, arc to be superadded to his natural accom- 
plishments, before he can escpect to tread the stage with great credit to 
hitnseif. 

appears to possess a great flow of fine feeling, and an elasticity o£ 
which, prudently martingaled, may in a few years render him le- 
spietable in the light and fashionable walks of the utage. 
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^ His voice did not appear to have attained its proper pitch. This may 
be obviated when ho'becomcs more familiar;, With t|ic house. Upon the 
whole, wjth a suitable degree of applipation, we consider lie may become 
an acquisition of no ihconslderable value to our theatre. 

From the United States Gaaette> April 12, 1826. 

«r « * « ». Vaq>id the Dramatist, was written for Lewis, as indeed, 
also, theptinclpal character in each of ids (Reynolds*) comedies ; ^ad it is 
said, the author, in drawing the portrait, sat for himself* Supported as it 
was by Mr. Wemyss^ Mr. Reynolds could not have wished for ja better re* 
presentatlve; if we are not xnistahen, this gentleman made his first appear- 
ance in this city' in the same port. We well remember, however, of 
witnessing his enaction of Vapid about four years ago ; but the grati. 
fieatioD we then experienced was considerably augmented by the 
improvement we discovered in the performance of it this evening. 
Whatever might have been the execution of Mr. Lewis, we feel convinced 
that Mr. Wemyss could not lose by comparison with him, were he now . 
alive: he may be allowed to plume himself upon and consider It^as a 
chief d'ceuvre. * « « * We cannot forbear mentioning the two scenes 
where Mr. Wemyss showed to so much advantange, that no one who saw 
him could reftain from expressing tlieur approbation of his excellence. The 
first and second scene in the second act. When startin^rom his conceal- 
ment behind the gofa,‘ ho cxclaimed~~**rrologue or Epilogue 1’*— 
the msm 1*11 write you both.*’ To describe the expression of his 
countenance, his situation, the amazement, not unmixed with honor of . 
Lord Scratch, and the confusion of Lady Walifort, ^wmild be a subject 
lit for Hogarth, and the last scene of the fourth act. Theta were oth^ 
parts where he was admirable ; but we may not stop to enumerate them, 
dismissing him by observing It was a finished performance." 

These two opinions wera written^ the f%Tsl when 1 was 
perfectly unknown, and the last when I was snrronnded hy 
friends and needed not the encomiam of the press to designate 
my position with the audience. It is scarcely possible, t&ing 
into consideration 1 was an actor of eight years* standing and 
repute before 1 came to the United States, that in four years 
after my arrival^ there ^uld have been bo marked a difference 
in the performance of IK same pari^ as to entitle, me to such 
lavish praise, unless 1 had deserved a little more than 1 re- 
ceived at the hands of the first critic, cdnsiderlng also that I 
did not act the part more than four or five timea^etweeii the 
first and last representation. 

From the Uth of December until the 18th, myname was 
not men^ned in the play bills. On the following Wednesday, 

I Was announced fbr Euver, in Wild Oats,” Mr. Coop^ hav- 
ing played on all the intervening niqhts. This was giving a 
stranger a &ir field with a vongeance ; and 1 had discovered 
the secret, r-a most, disagreeable one to me,— that no light 
w4ht^ ; tmli ia wallang g^tlemah wae the only 



u 


TJSlSAVElOAXi BIOG^EAPHT* 


departmeni^ lnwMch this exoeUent compa^^y traa, delioient, 
and wMch I determined elmiud never be filled by me^ 
Altbnugli my third Ippearance shonld have been in the 
play of the Busy Body« as Marplot. I found nwselfcmiimuno&d 
on the 2l8t of December, for Doiioourt, and I heard no xnorc 
of the play of the Buey Bq(^> for many months* when I a^srecd 
to act Sir George Airy, to Mr, Wood's Marplot, which I found 
to be a favourite character of the manager. 

Of all the oharacters in the varied round of the drama, 
which a light comedian may be called upon to assume, Dorl- 
court, in the Belles Stratagem, is^iecidedly the most dillleult. 
Until an actor is firmly rooted in the good opiplon of his au- 
dience, the necea^iity of extravagance in the assumed m^d 
scenes and the fear of carrving that extravagance too far, in a 
miea whore the actor and his audience are strangers to each 
other,, plaoes the former in a most delicate situation ; yet this 
WBsa selected by Mr, Wood for my third appearance. Fortiui- 
ately, the excellent tuition of Mx, Macready, in Bristol, had 
made me perf6ct:ly oopversimt with the business of the play, 

, and enable me to escape on this occason the censure of the 
ahdience, and even to carry off no small share of apprebation. 
On the I again appeared as Colonel Frcelove, in the 
after the Wedding to the Lady Elizabeth of Mrs. Tatnall, 
amactreas of some little repute, but by no meOiU^ eq[ual either 
taiMrs. W ood, Mrs. Barley, or Jtm Eutwistle; but it was on the 
jiiSth 1 had to perform the most difilcult task yet placed beibre 
me* A stranger in the city of Philadelphia, in the fifth part 
1 played w^ one entirely new to me, the Words of which t had 
to oonunit to memory, and to appear before the public, in one 
of Hr. Wood’ls most popular ohmeters, without the audience 
b^g apprised of the fact that it was a first attempt. This 
was Pnnoe Hal, in Shakspeare's play of Heniy the Fourth. 
Cooper placed Hotspur, and Warren, Falstaff. I endeavoured 
to avoid this, in vain ; Mr. Wood was peremptory, and it was 
my business to obey. I can at least say, I was })ei’feot in the 
laagiiage, but it was a most em^ath and the applause 

1 lioOeived was most undeserved. ^ 

On the let of July, 1828, 1 played Hans G ly volt, in Colraan’s 
rfjsy of the Law of Java, which, altliough well got up, was n 
, Allure, being played twice, and consigned to the " Tomb of 
Oaphtets,” notwithstanding it had the aid of Henry Wal- 
4«k, Jefferson, and Wairen, in the principal characters, and 
musLO very well sung, led by Mrs. Burke, at that* time the 
Winclpal female vocalist in the United States, nnd an universal 
favourite, aided by the other ladies and genttoen of the 
^eairo. 

On the 17th of January, Mr. James Widlock made his first 

appoar^Q^in the n^Fthoatro as Bella, in Piaarro, a charaoter 
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so decidedly liis own^ that competitic^lm sure defeat: he vas 
at that tiine very popular, or 1 Bhoija raljher aay, attractive. 
His populatii^ was never diminished; biit his attraction '^ore 
out from frequent repetition of •the same character^. As a 
manager^ he was the best qualified Who ever assumed the reips 
of an American theatre, and the termination o( hh> caif^r, by 
the burning of the National Theatre in Kew York, a re- 
trograde movement, of twenty ycaxa at least, to the just tiiste 
for theafepioal amufiembjtt”, which his judicious arrangements in 
every department was fostering. ' 

He was^ot only popular as an actor, but as a man*; and his 
address to the audience at the Holiday Street Theatre, in 
Baltimore, in the year 18^, was a just and manly rebuke, to 
that ridiculous custom of calling for a favourifccf jperformer at 
the cjose of every engagement, to return thanks lot patrons^ge 
even in a failing engagement. I give it asneopied in 
the '^vade ffecum,” of the 17th of October, from the Balti- 
more papers. 

^'Ladiibb asd OBUTriUMKN, — I appear before you at your call, 

I am unaceuatomed to extemporaneous speaking; but how- 
ever reluctant I may usually be to address a p^Hc audience* 

I am free to confess, that 1 never felt more embarrassment 
than on the present occasion. I am but a plain man, and 
spoak the words of truth, notwithstanding my .profession 
leads me to assume tho,garb of fiction. If 1 were to tell you 
that I leave Baltimore gratified, f should tell you. a lie — fw, 
of the ten nights I have played iii this city, this is the only 
audience 1 have had the pleasure of witnessing, and you hayo 
my sincere thanks for honouring my name by your appear « 
anoe this evening. 1 am aware of the duties— of far more 
importance to you. than my poor services — that have prevent- 
ed your honouring me with your attmidance, which, other- 
wise, if 1 may bo allowed to judge by the audience I have 
received in other cities, would, I doiM not, have been more 
general. I therofixre repeat; that I thank you most kind^ for 
doing me the honour y# ImVe, )py appearing here to-night ; 
and, with the hope that whmi I may come among you agsdii, 
1 shall at least occasionally see such an audience as the 
before 1 bid you larewell.^* • ' 

Mr- Wallack acted six nights by himself, and! afterwards 
appeared with Mr. Cooper, in Venice Preserved, Doug^, 
Othello, Julius C^ar, King John, and Kulo a Wife and ifite 
a Wife, when he took his departure for the season, and shorito. 
after returned to Bugland; ' 

On the 15th Pebruary, I had the picture of shalS6i: ' 
hands with Mr. Booth, who was announced to appear as 
BiohardHhe Third, on the 17th. Xlways eccentric in his 
Bfiglaiid» the place of 
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Ids deirtdiifttioii being known, and made his tofe ai^pemnoe 
in Amerio^ in Richmond, yir^ma>^thus losing the aid of 
the press, in the eastern cities, in promulgating his artival 
and preparing the audience for the reception of a really great 
actor. Where he passed his time, previous to Kean’s first 
visit, is unknown ; hut he lost the opportunity of first im- 
pression, by his delay, and had again, in the New World, to 
combat the charge of imitation-^whereas, by using common 
prudence, he might have turned the aindlarii^ ox size and 
style Of acting between Mr. Kean and himself ^ such advan- 
tage, before an American audience, (byseonring that judgment 
in his favour which he subsequently obtained,) as to have 
made him a formidable rival te the neat master of his art, 
on his^ist appearance in the United States. 

Unhenlded as he was, with the recollection of Kean firesh 
on the minds of the audience, his first appearance in Phila- 
delphia was a fisdlure. The house was indifferent^ attended. 
Al&ough the judgment of the few was in his favour, 
million could not, at that time, be persuaded to see him. 
Aftei^^a few nights* performance, the engagement was post- 
poned until after the appearance ei 

^ Mu. CHARUBS MATTHEWa 


A more honourable or honoured nanie is not to be found in 
the catalogue of dramatic worth than the eccentric individual 
here named. A man, of whom tho stage may justly feel 
proud— irreproachable in his private character, a giant in 
proitaional talent, Atlas^like, supporting, on his own shoulders, 
the burden of entertaining an audience throughout the even- 
will scarcely be credited, that he was permitted to 
retire from the Theatre Royal, Covent Garden, because his 
talents were considered too limited, being esteemed only as a 
niimiev not an actor. But, if his Sir Fretful Plagiaiy, in the 
Critic, and Morbleq, in Monineur T<U 3 Son, be not considered 
acting of the highest grade, 1 have ybt to learn what acting 
consists of. ' ' s- 


His assumption of character in his monopologue, proved to 
the managers, when too late, the treasure they had lost. 

By his own exertions he succeeded in filling the English 
opm house, night afbor night, with the elitd of London ; ac- 
quiring independence, and being . perfectly indepdildent of 
^^SWWAgeta or actors, althongh always ** At Borne.*' 
w^more nervons, irritable, fretful creature^ never trod the 
“atags.>f4nattention or loud talking by the audience would at 
f any time overthrow his best exertions, and render him not 
only tmcomfbrtablo but really unhappy. 

Itt Mxdal ints^oouBM li« wm a aamtfcil «9iitPWioBt in' 
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ftJl azottnil him with fuB own hilarity; tho li^ and 
spirit of any party of which he was a member. Those who 
naTO he^ amused by his droll caricaturea upon the stage may 
form a alight idea of his power to add to the pleasure of a 
oonviriri party. But even here he would brook no rival: 

aut CoBsar, nullus,” appears to have been his motto both 
on and off the stage. If any one attempted to share with him 
the task of moving the risible fboulties of bis guests or oom- 
panions, ICatthewa would yield at once the contot and become 
a silenlHObBerver. 

In derision, it has been said, he was after all only a mimic. 
JSfoMT, in what does acting consist but the pcwer of xnimicry 1 
The rapid changes of face, of voice, of manner, which Matthews 
posseaem in a pre*eminent d^ee, ai^ the very claims of a 
comic actor to public favour,‘without which he can never hope 
to snooeed. Then shame upon such slander, which had its 
origin in professional pique. Mr. Matthews was one of the 
beet comedians belonging to the British stage— gainsay it 
who may. 

He mime his first appearance on the Philadelphia stage, in 
the charaoterB of Goldfinch and Morbleau, on the 24th of 
February, 1823, playing a round of dramatic characters to the 
delight of crowded houses, before he favoured the audience 
with Ids ** Trip to Paris,” " Country CousiSuj,” ** Mail Coach 
Adventure,” and his “ Touthfol Days.” His benefit was tbe 
most crowded house 1 over witnes^ in the Chesnut-atreet 
Theatre. 

A misrepresentation on the part of Mr. Wood to Mr. Price, 
manager of the Park Theatre, Kew York, respecting the diarao- 
ter of Tom King, procured mo an introduction to the private 
circle of* Mr. Mattnews' friends, which rendered me his most 
intimate acquaintance during his rosidenco in Philadelphia ; 
Mr. Warren, Mr. Burko and myself, Iming the only actors 
present at the delightful dinnor parties which took place at 
Mr. Head's, in W ashington Square. 

1 afterwards partook of hk hospitality at his cottage^ near 
London, when he, V appeared much annoyed and hurt at the 
manner in which his “ Trip to America” had been Spoken of 
on this side of the Atlantic, declaring his resedution to virit 
the United States again, for the puTi>ose of presenting it to 
the Aa^can public. This ho carried into effect ; su 
ungen||bttB reception he met, although, partially heiKd by 
acts oKttbsoquent kindness, sunk deeply into his heautt, and 
hurried him Into the grave, lamented by all his brother actors. 

Booth returned to finish h^s engagement alter the departure 
of Mr. Matthews ; but the Result was the same. The reason 
assigned for not visking the theatre when he ac^ before 
every body was waiting to see Matthews. Now, every body 
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liftd dpent this money eppropriiited to amtusetilent^ end were 
tired of the theatre ; Matthews had gone, and the theatre wes 
no tonger a place of fashionable resort. 

It was not until Booth played Hamlet, for the benefit of the 
Greek Fund, when he appe^ed before a large and fashionable 
audiejace, thidi he began to be appreciated, and steady in- 
creased in popularity, until he became the gr^test favourite 
in certain characters belonging to the sts^e. He 

purchased a farm in Maryland, near Baltimore, . between 
which and hia profession he was steadily e]]|{doyed-->during 
ifhe ddy selling produce in the market, and at night perform- 
ing the hero of one of Shakspeare’s tragedies at the Holiday- 
street Theatre, 

Mr. Wood having quietly disposed of my pretensions, by 
good-naturedly placing me upon the shelf-r^ term my theatri- 
cal readers will perfectly understand — to be used when and 
how he pleased, 1 had so much time upon iny hands, that for 
want of Detter employment 1 began to make love, remember- 
.ingthat a celebrated author had said, whenever doubts or 
fe^s perplex a man, the form of woman strikes upon his 
troubled spirit, like the rainbow stealing from the clouds, the 
type of beauty and the sign of hope.” ^Llke Eolando, in the 
Honey Moon, I resolved to^marry ; and on the 10th of April, 
182^, I was united to Miss Stremheok, the youngest daughter 
of the late worthy Bherifi of the city and county^, of Fhlm^l- 
phia* ** jETow dost ihout Seitedictf the married Mam** ^ 

Tom and Jerry, orjiife in London, was produced In Phila- 
delphia, on the 25th lOf April; and to the success of that 
compound of fiash add folly, which turned for a time the 
heads of the play-going community, both in England and 
America, am 1 indebted for the favour with which I was 
hen^forward received by the public, CorinthiaU Tom was 
thei^t part in which 1 had an opportunity of displaying my 
extensive wardrobe, of which I availed isiyself to the fullest 
extent. From the complete suoc^ which m*owned our efforts 
in this piece, 1 nightly gained grpUnd ; and ultimately, not- 
withstanding all obstacles; I reached the oljgect of wishes, 
the unqualified approbation of a Philadelphia andienep. 

The season closed on the SOtli of April, with a new play, 
andTc^ and Jeny. What induced the managers to cut short 
a piece which was crowding the house nightly is a nyrstery, 
known only to themselves ; however, the proprietoiPof the 
011^0^ in Walnut-street, were indited to them, for Cowell 
Inatahtly produced it there, and played it without intermission 
tb 'fhe close of his season ; so that Warren and Wood created 
a Ijo see ToJh and Jerry^for the bmiefit, not of themselves, 

but Messrs. Price and who r^ped a golden har- 



vdftt; wo wore playing to miserablo bonses in the city of 

Baltimore^ 

Before bidding adieu to my fimt seafion in Philadelphia, Hr* 
Price made mo an offer for New Yorh, which my engagement 
wi^ Warren and Wood did not j)eniut me to accept. 

At what idme i 

‘ STErnSN PEICE 

became connected with the atage, I am utterly ignorant ; but 
it waa in the year 1823 that the Buccees of HatthOWa* engage- 
ment induced him to form„ and carry into exeentiem, the n^d 
idea aifarmrigt if 1 may be allowed the expression, the talent 
of those actors belonging to the l^ondon stage, which he 
thought mi^t be made available in tbe United States, thus 
making Philadelphia, Bostox^ and Baltimore pay for the 
amusement offered to the public in New York ; acquiring for 
himself in England the title of Star Giver General to the 
United States,’' and for the Park Theatre, the reputation o£ 
being the first in the country — which, until this period had 
been elaimed, and (judging from the talent of the aotom en- 
gaged at the two establi&ments), jostlj so by the Ohesaut- 
strect Theatre of Philadelphia, the critical acumen of whose 
audiea^ce was the severest ordeal the English stars had to 
enoounter. 

To Mr. Price's exertions the Americans are indebted for the 
npportnuity of witnessing the performance of Mr. Kean, htr. 
Matthews, Mr. Macready, Mr. Conway^ Mr. Charles Kemble, 
Mr. Power, Mr. Wood, Mrs. Wood, Miss Fanny Kemble^ Miss 
Clara Fisher, Madamo Vestris, and Miss Ellon Tree, with a 
host of talented artists of minor importance. 

He was' a hon vivetnt, a glorious companion over a bottle oi 
champagne, on excellent mend, a good manager, in business a 
man oP honour, although a strict disciplinarian. 

After dii^oting for years with profit and success the destiny 
of the theatres ^ the New World, he carried the war* into 
Africa $ fmd bolmy seized the helm of Drury Lane for ^e 
BoasOn, sustaining himself in London against all the odds that 
could be brought to bear upon him. Dut the speculation was 
eventufilly ruinous to hie fortune, but not his credit : the 
honotw^l^ manner in which he paid the demands of his 
crediws, with a legal discharge in his pocicet, ought to have 
secured him a better reception from his fellow<oitizens than ho 
received in Now York, upon his return to his natif^o oountiy. 

On the 3xd of May, 1823^ I loft Philadelphia, accompanira 
by my wife, for the olfy of Baltimoro; ana on the Monday 
followizm, (the 5th of May^} Qg^oft as Tapi^ in the Dramatis^ 
at the Holiday-street Theatre The season was a had one ; no 
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oneommon occurrence in the city of monilments and clitircheft« 
Notwithetanding the excitoment of Tom and Jerry, 'vrhioh ma 
excellently produced, the managers were unable to pay their 
salaiies ; and although the actors agreed to receive two-thirds 
of their nominal amount as payment in full, the managers 
were unable to keep the theatre open, and we repaired to the 
city of Washington, whore we remained nearly four months, 
during which time I received but six dollars per week ,* yet I 
may say I was perfectly happy. In Baltimore and Washington 
I spent the early days of a married life— generally the brightest 
of man% — therefore, the annoyance of the theatre was 

forgotten m the comforts of home. 

We returned to Bsdtimore in September ; and here it was, 
. while smarting nnder breach of contract in a foreign country, 
1 received a letter ft'orn England, containing the intelligenoe 
that Mr. Wood had written a most unfavourable account of 
my reception in America, condoling with me on the event, 
and strongly urging m^ immediate return at any sacrifice. 

This led to an angry interview ; and a correspondence, which 
iberminated in a sort of compromise, in which tile portion 1 
was to hold in the theatre was fully defined. I agreed to play 
many second rate characters, which, by the nature of my con- 
tract, 1 might have refused, but retained the power to reject 
any which 1 might deem derogatory. 

XHere, let me do justice to Mr. Warren, who throughout this 
early contention, not only openly expressed his dissent to the 
course Mr. Wood was pursuing, but by bis kindness endea- 
voured to Soothe the wounded feelings of professional pride by 
acts 01 private hospitality ; and to his introduction am 1 in- 
debted for the acquaintance of many of my best and warmest 
"friends, both in Philadelphia and Baltimore. 

The company returned to Philadelphia, after a vory unpro- 
fitable season in Baltimore, and opened in the former city 
with the play of Henry the Fourth — ^Dnff sustaining the part 
of Hotspur, and tho Three Singles ; Mrs. Battershy, from the 
Park Theatre, New York, was also added to the company. On 
the first of January, 1824, tho Bride of Abydos was produced, 
— Mr. Cooper sustaining the part of Selim, and Mrs. Duff the 
heroine. On the 7th of Januai^, took place the benefit in 
aid of the Greek Fund; on which occasion Booth played 
Hamlet before a very crowded audience, who, for the first 
time, appreciated his talents as an actor. He retumoA to the 
city on the 16th of Fcbruaiy, to fulfil an engagement which 
'|kprovcd j^ofitable to himself and the managers; and from 
pmod he rapidly asBumed tho positioii of tho best actor 
j^gpging to the American stage. 

I,«7^the 2lBt of Januaiy, Pearman made his first appeaxanoe 
.^^t Belino, in the Deviritf ridge ; but it was not until 
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hd pUydd Joi^Oyin Howard Payne’s drama of Claris thai? the 
audience itave him cr^it for even mediocrity of talent ; oon- 
sci^ientiy the houses were not well filled. 

J>e Camp also made his first bow in Philadelphia in the 
month of January, as Monsieur Morbleu ; but the recollection 
of Matthews was too fresh in the min& of the audience to 
allow a leaf of the bays, which this part entwined arounu his 
brow, to wither, and consequently Be Camp was not received 
with much fayour~he was used by the manager as a support 
to Pearman, but with indifierent success. 

On the 12tli of March, a tragedy from the pen of James K. 
Barker, £aq., of Philadelphia, was produced, entitled, Super- 
stition. As this may be termed my first re^y original part, 
I will give the cast of the dramatis personae ; Sir Eeg&ald 
Egerton, Warren; George Egerton, Wemyss; Bavenworth, 
Barley; Walford, Wheatley; Charles, Wood; the Unknown, 
BufiT; Judge, Greene; Villagers, Hathwell, Jones, Bignall; 
Ofilcers, Johnston, Murray, J. Westmayer; Isabella, Mrs. 
Wood; Mary, Mrs. Buff; Alice, Mrs. Burang; Lucy, Mrs. 
Greene, piis play was well acted and well received. But 
Mrs. Buff BO far out acted Mrs. Wood, that the manager was 
careless about repeating a piece which added to the reputation 
of the former lady, at the expense of his wife* who, mthough 
a g^t favourite, did not happen to " the part of Isabella, 
while Mrs. Buff made an impression on the audience which 
rendered her the heroine of the play. It was rented a few 
nights afterwards, and then thrown among the MSS. of the 
library, to be forgotten. 1 have been surprised, that no 
manager ever rescued so good a play from oblivion. 

On the SOth of March 1 essayed my first benefit, (goosing 
for the performance the mcIo*drama of Kenilworth, and the 
farce of A Boland for an OUver. 1 lost by this night about 
thirty dollars ; but many a^hirty 1 afterwards received from 
the same source to balance the account. 

On the 24th of April, a star of no common magnitude 
appeared in the person uf 

Mn. CONWAY, 

a gentleman possessing every personal requisite for an actor, 
whose unfortunate stature rendered him a viotim to the press ; 
and abbhough the cowardly assassin* who was known to have 
stabbed his fame saved his person from the consequences of 
his baseness by falsehood, d&avqpring publicly in the men 
room the authorship of his own writings, yet the high-mliided 
gentleman and scholar, whose wounded feelings could obtain 
no ndreBB, tetiiied in from theponpt of the prolenioa 

n 6 . 
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to whiiih h« did honour, and assumed the humble stetion of 
prompter, to avoid— what — ^tell it not %. Oath— publish it not 
in the streets of Ascalon— the ribaldry of a newt paper whq^ 
columns were notorious for want of decency and whose ciroU' 
lation was upheld only by that love for reading scandal against 
our neighbours inherent in the human race, but from which 
we shrink intuitively when levelled at ourselves, 

Theodore Hook drove Mr. Conway from the stage, by his 
savage attacks in the John Bull. Mr. Brice endeavoured to 
restore him to the position ho felt* he on^lit to hold ; but even 
iu America the poisoned i^hatt had Xw-achod liitn. Although 
those who witncsfted his performance, appreciated his talent ; 
yeb he failed to attract anything hkc a numerous audience, 
finally burying himself and his sorrows under the waves of 
the Atlantic, by jumping overboard, on hie pas'^age from Ne|r 
York to Charleston, having evidently meditated this euioid<|, 
when he put his foot upon the steamboat, which ho had 
resolved should never bear him to the shore. His fate m^ 
unlvetBal commiseration from those who knew him best, an^ 
could appreciate the noble qualitlee of hi«i nature. ^ 
lid made his a^p^aratjcd in rhiladeli>hia, as Hamlet; plhyoa 
an engagement of six nights by himself, and then iu conjunct 
tion with Mr, Cooper. -Th^ theatre closed on the 19th of 
May, with his benefit; Ckioper playing Brutus, in Julius 
Cmsar, aud Conway, Marc Antony, in the pl^, and Prank 
Poppleton, in the farce of Too late for Dinner. 

During the season of 1823 and 1824, nothing occurred to 
disturb the harmony of the compromise commenced in Balti- 
more. I was fortunate enough to obtain Hr. Bromley, in 
Simpson and Co., as an original part, and a lucky one it 
proved to me, paving the way for Die situatiou I was shortly 
destined to hold in the good giodcs of the audience ; and «o 
ended my sodond season in Philadolphia. 


^ CHAPTER X. 

Building of the Chatham Theatre, New York. Sudden close of the 
Chesnut Street Theatre. Offer from New York. First appearance 
%jjin that City, Enterprise of Barrcre. Henry Plaeide. The Actot a 
#JBroker.' # 

% 

fie during the spring of 1824 that Baarrere oomtuenoed 
iNAMding the Chatham Darden Theatre, in New York, the first 
of a host that followed, prostrating the drama by the rapid 
inemse of theatres, without audiences to support them ; yet 
1 must not be understood as casting censure on the enterprise 
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of Mr, BarMM- What he tindertook, he carried throtigh toh 
judgment ; ‘collecting a company, worthy of the best days of 
the drama in the United States, which he placed under the 
direction of Mr. Kilner, the manager of the Federal Street 
Theatre, in Boston. • Among others, he engaged from the 
PhUadelphia Theatre, Mr. and Mrs. H. Wallack, Mr. and Mrs. 
Burke, and Mr. Jo^in Jefieraon, thus breaking into the sum- 
mer arrangements of our Theatre ; and by withdrawing much 
of the tMent of the company, compelling the managers to an- 
nounee their de^rmination of abandoning the season at Bal- 
timore, altogether. Thus I found myself out of employment, 
without the power of obtaining it, unsanctioned by Messrs, 
and Wood. 

jules of tbe theatre would not admit of my acting else- 
wheifi during my engagement, which was for three years, 
from the Ist of December, 1822 ; but was likely to be reduced 
one half, by tbo continued closing of seasons, without any 
urgent necessity for such a course. ' 

A diploQiatic correspondence, if I may be allowed the use of 
such a term, commenced on the 8th or July, between Mr. 
Wood and myself, (to enable me to accept an offer, made by 
Messrs. Fisher and Jones, to act a few nights at Vauxhall 
Gardens, for which they offered me ton dollars a night,) the 
cautious style of which might serre as a model to any p4me 
minister. All I wanted was his permission to act elsewhere, 
without infringing existing engagements, which, having ob- 
tained. I felt once more at my own disposal* 

While fulfilling my engagement with Fisher and Jones, I 
unexpectedly received an offer from Mr, Barrere, to play in 
the Chatham Theatre, New York, now in the full tide of suc- 
cess. He offered mo the same amount of salary paid to Mr. 
George Barrett, (whoso place he wished me to supply,) ^nd a 
benefit before I left, by which he insured me to make not less 
than fifty dollars. . This proposition 1 accepted, and made my 
first appeataUoe in New York city on the 20fch day of Sep- 
tember, 1824, as Marplot, in the ** Busy Body." My reception 
was beyond my most sanguine expectations, and the Theatrical 
Register thus spoke of it : — " Mrs. CqntUvre^s comedy of the 
‘ Busy Body,’ introduced to a Now York audience Mr, Wemyss 
(formeHy of the Philadelphia Theatre,) in the character of 
Marplot. He sustainod the part well throughout ; and if We 
may judge from the applause which he received# gaye general 
satisfaction. Ho.hp^ared to have realized the author's idea 
of a good-nature^ silly, Mid officiotis person, having no business 
of his own, and anxio^ to bR acquainted j»ith that of evoiy 
body. .Mr. Burke personated the part or Sir Francis 
with great effect# eiihlbjUed a true picture of the.av^i- 
dous au4 amorous old dc^e. He was particularly exc^ent 
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in ilie last iioene» when ho found ho had boon foolod, and tho 
' audience testified their approbation by repeated rounds of ap« 
plause. The parts of Sir George Airy, by Mr* Walluck, and 
Miranda, by Mrs. Hughes, were all we could wish.*' 

The result of this performance was an ofier from Mr. Bar- 
rere of a permazient engagement, which my unlucky contract 
with the Philadelphia managers prevented the possibility of 
my accepting, much to the annoyance of Barrere, to whom 1 
admitted I was not comfortably situated in the Philadelphia 
Theatre, and who could not understand why 1 should prefer, 
under such oircumstanees, to return, when he ofiered me 
terms more advantageous thau 1 c(^d have ventured to 
propose. 

Ko theatre could be conducted with more spirit and enters 
prise than the Chatham Garden, during its first season, liTob' 
withstanding the strength and talent of the regular company, 
there was not an actor or actress of talent in the United 
States, whose services could be procured, who were not en- 
gaged to give occasional aid. The plays were excellently 
noted; and 1 must acknowledge 1 left New York with regret, 
to return to Baltimore, in obedience to the summons of Mr. 
Wood. 

The Baltimore season was commenced and terminated 
without au occurrence to render it worthy of a passing notice. 

We commenced the season in Philadelphia, on the 4th day 
of Deoember, 1824. And now, chance, for the first time, 
opened the fair field to me, promised in Bngland, and which 
I expected to have found on my arrival. 

Mr. H. Wallack visited Charleston on a starring excursion ; 
Mr. Duff was confined with gout; Mr. Wood laid up with 
^nincy ; and Mr. Wemyss, nightly placed before the audience 
in the most favourable position, rapidly rose in their eBti<« 
mation. 

Misfortunes they say never come singly, so with equal truth 
may it bo observed, one lucky adventure is generally followed 
by another. While 1 was becoming hourly a favourite in my 
profession, X received from home between thirteen and four- 
teen hundred dollarev the proceeds of about three hundred 
pounds 1 had left invested in the British funds ; but which 
the uncertain payment of Messrs. Warren and Wood rendered 
desirable I should have placed nearer my disposal. 

* I had formed a friendship with Mr. W. 0. Conine, the lot- 
tery and exchange broker of Baltimore, who had now visited 
Philadelphia for the purpose of extending his business, by 
opci^ing au oilice in this dty. The party with whom he was 
to have assooiatod Idm&elf, not making his appearance agree- 
able to promise, he reque^d me to aoperinjend the fitting 
np the dfico; promising to retwi before the drawing of the 
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Union Canal Lottery. So well pleased was lie with the ar- 
rangements I had made on his hehalf, that he acceded to a 
proposition made by me. We commended busineBs in Third 
street, trading under the name of W. 0. Conine. 

Prosperity seemed now to flow in upon me from all quarters. 
The favonrablo impression which 1 had made upon Mr. Kilncr 
duririj? ray short stay in New York, induced Mm to oiler me 
a situation in Boston, at the old Federal Street Theatre, of 
which he was the manager; Finn, hia partner, wishing me to 
name my own terms and expectations. 

Being now really serviceable to Warren and Wood, and 
established with a rising reputation, iu favour with my audi- 
ence, Mr. Wood urged me to renew our business relations, and 
buiw the recollection of past grievances. A proposition was 
made, agreeable to all parties, which 1 accepted, and stated to 
Mr. Finn my regret i»at 1 could not at present aooept his 
offer, having formed a farther engagement in Philadelphia. 

My original engagement would have expired by limitation, 
on the 30th of November, 1825. But 1 was now, in a pecu- 
niary point of view, independent of the managers ; my pusi- 
nesa yielding me a greater income than I received fmm the 
treasuij of the theatre. The mutual asaistance we were 
enabled, each to render the other, was now the only bond 
which continued our connection. 

The first star of the season was Booth, who played Bichard 
the Third, on the 6th of December, followed by Cooper. 
Conway also paid ns« short vimt, playing to miserable houses. 
On the 8th of February, 1826, ** Cherry and Fair Star,” with 
its looking-glass bower, and innumerable reflected representa- 
tions of dandng oupids, was produced with grast success, not 
only attracting crowded houses, but giving general aatiE^betion 
to the audienoe. 


CIIAPTBB XI. 


BrilUoni Prospects of the New Season. Kean, Miss Kelly, and Fonrett. 
Row Extraordinary. The Acting American Theatre. Neagle, the 
Artiat. The Author in Trouble. National Prejudiees. FooUih 
Quarrels 

Th« season which commenced in Philadelphia, on the 21st of 
November, 1826, with the "West Indian,” and "Love, l/aw 
and Physio,” was one, rendere<| memorable by the second visit 
of Xean, the first appearrance of Miss L. Kelly; and last, ah 
though by no means least, the introduction of Mr. F. Forrest, 
as a m, Ms native Qity««wthr6e events, of themselves suf- 
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cie&ilir important to n>ake an ^eppch"^ in the Instor^ of the 
drama. 

Cooper waa the Arst fttar of the season, as usual, attracting 
good houses, although his Kichard the Third was an exeorahle 
performance. Strange as it may appear, he was not eyen per- 
feotin the text, for fThlch he was ju&ily handled by the able 
critio of the tJnited States Gazette, who wrote under the sig- 
nature of*^ Jacques.** 

Watkins Burroughs also played an engagement, in the early 
part of the Besson,^d had an exoellent beneht — but, cetera 
da.mnt.'* 

Jtfr. Kean airiyed in 2few York during the fall of 1825 : of 
his reo<»ption no one is ignorant. The insult said to have 
been of^red to the mtizens oi Boston, during his hrst visit to 
the United States, by refusing to act, because the house was 
not su^ciently filled, was felt and resented by every oit> in 
the Union. Ip Kew York, after the first and second nit;ht, 
the storm was hushed, and peace restored hbtwoen the actor 
and audience; but In Boston, the only city who could 
plead justification, and in whom rej^eutmcjit was praiseworthy, 
he was not permitted to act,-— flight alono preserved his per- 
sonal safety^ Ho had entered into an engagement with 
klessrs. Warren and W<^d, to play in Philadelphia ; but after 
hIs reception in New Yoik and Boston, Mr. Wood became 
id^lfmed, und Wrote to Keau that while the pre^iont excite- 
ntofil continuodj if he came to Philadelphia m fullilmont of 
his contraut, W could not be answerable lor the consequences. 

The manner having thus expressed his fears, it imturalJy 
fidlowed that Mr. Kean should dedline a coutcbl so uucc^aal — 
in arms p^gainst a single iniiividuPl, and tkat 
^fndinidual a foreigner and an actor I ■ 

In Hew York, he published the following Card in tho 
Courier and Enquirer 


" Mr. Editor Sir— With oppressed fisollngs, heart rending to my 

did^ds, and triumphant to my enemies, 1 make an appeal to that country 

f ibr hospUafity to the stranger, and mercy to the conquered. Allow 
aay^ sir, what®vcr are my offences, I disclaim all Ihtcntiou of .offer- 
lythlDg in the shape of disrespect towards the inhahitauts of Wew 
They received me from the first With an enthusiasm, grateful, in 
hours, to my prido-r<in the present, to my memory. 1 cannot recall 
mind any act or thought that did not prompt me to an unfeigned 
luK^wledgment of their favours os a ptiblie, and profound admiration of 
ibuPrivate worth of those cisolos in which 1 had the honour of moving. 

** 'Xhat 1 have committed an mdr appears too evidesd, from the sdl-de- 
diiw Toloe of tho public ; but surely H is but justice to the dClin^laeRt, 
whalhllpr may be hte Gnonotties, to he allowed to me^e reparation whom 
.the wgRp, committed. My mlsunderstandliig took place in. Boston 

MC Booifm 1 idmll assuredly go to apologise tor my indiscretions. 4' 
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this coUhtiV HAW uisdcr diflbrei^t feeli&gtt loid auspices ihau on a fofmer 
occasion* Then I was an ambitiotts manj and the proud representative 
of Shakspeare’s heroes. The spark of ambition is extinct, and 1 merely 
ask a shelter m which to close my professional and mortal career. 1 give 
the weapon into the hands of my enemies; if they ire brave they will not 
turn It gainst the defbfieeless* ' 

- (Signed,) EDUONi) Kkan.** 

On the evening of the 9th of January, in answer to a 
from the audience Mr. Wood, after what had passed, had the 
temerity to infom them that it was his with, as well as his 
interest, to gratify the audionco ; but ho had no power to 
drjg Mr. Kean before them. It ho de^dined fulfUtiug his en- 
gagement, Mr. Wood had no power to compel his appsfranee. 

Knowing what had taken jnace, I cotild not suffer & iiriend, 
to whom 1 was indebted for Baany acts of kindness, to labour 
under a charge which was addipg fuel ,to fire. 1 stated to 
several gentlemen, who felt an interest iti his cause, that 
Jvocui would willingly visit the city, if asSnredof personal 
b vtcty; that Mr. Wood had written to him that his life might 
bo endangered by the fulfilraont of an en^gemhnt he had 
openly this night accused him of vudating.' . t 

The result is known. Mr. despatched to 

\uw Toik to inquire into the truth of %lttthe statements; 
the theatre wa'^ fcloiiod for two nights; and on Wednesday, 
the 18tb of January, Kean appeared sit^ Jlichard tue 
Third.'* The aow which loliowed was a serious affair—thc 
outrages perpetrated disgi’aoeful to a oivilbsed oommunity. 
Itutten eggs, children’s bullet-buttons, and othersmall missHes, 
were thrown upon the stage in countless ntunbers^ longbofore 
the opening of the doors, the approaches to •the theatua wer^ 
blocked up by a dense mass of human boingSn to obtain 
admission. The appearance of Kean ^ signal (ff ossaplt. 
Ill vain he attempted to make himself h^d ^mid the din and 
u pi oar. Jn pantomime, ho proccedej; reaw4iif the stage, to 
be in a similar majiutw upou»bi^ lo appOflUjance. His 

was r s tuation in which hiji worst eigied!b.y migiit jiiave p4i>*d 
At length, wearied bv thoir own eXcrUolis, the uoi^e 
p irlially coa-^ed, and afforded him an opportunity of addressing 
a ftw words to the audience: — Friends oi the drhmo* 
this is your quarrol-^-not mine.” From that ittoment he 
was suffered to proceed with leas infcerruptioa^the curtain 
falling amid hissdk apd applause so nearly equaj/os to render 
it doubtful whieh party obtained a triumph. Many there 
were, who, ha^mgidxown theis disap^robatlbu of his conduct, 
by saluting him with a sharp on to tot oppeoranofe 
became warm advocates for his engagsmeut wmow 

furthwp bsarit. A vast crowd asseih]^ i}ouad W etage toflr 
in Carpenter Streep to witness his departure froih the theatre* 
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A» he entered the carriage^ a getitlemaii on the ete^ ptopoeed 
three cheers for Kean, ti^hich 'were given with hearty good 
willf and in those cheers, his pardon, so as Philadelphia 
was concerned, was pronouncedl Ho had erred— he had been 
pnnished— and the attempt to renew the scene, when he 
appeared as OtheUo, had been suppressed promptly. The 
ofifendezs being so small a minorii^, were ejected from the 
theatre, and 1^ engagement brought to a prosperous conclu- 
sion, on the 2nd of February, 182d, during which he played 
Richard the Third, Othello, Ring Lear, S& Giles Overreach, 
6ir R. Mortimer, Reuben Glenroy, Maobetb, Brutus, and 
Hamlet. T^e theatrct on the night of his benefit, when he 
repeated Richard the Third, was crowded from the pit to the 
galloiyt When 'the curtain fell he was loudly callea for, and 
addressed the audience in nearly the following words: — 
** Ladies and gentlemen— my lilh 1:^ been a chequered one— 
at one time reaching the pinnacle of ambition — at another 
sunk in the lowest ebo of misfortune. I appeared befocre you 
at the commencement of the present engagement, siek and 
dqjected by the gloom which the malignity of enemies had 
thrown around me, anxious and willing to resign the conteat ; 
but the kindness of a Philadelphia audieuoe has dispelled 
thte visions of deq^r, and I hope I shsU have the honour, 
early next season, of aj^eaxlng before this kind auditory.* — 
He rSlired amid the (meering of the audience, which lasted 
aemal seooads after he left the stage, Mr. Wood appearing 
afldx. promising he would perform Hai^et on the rollowing 




WkA a compound of generosity, talent, and folly, was 
Rdmund Reail ; Ibe never forgot an act of kindness, and was 
mire ta r^y it tenfold : bui^e following anecdote will prove 
he was also tenacious, and unforgiving of wrong. 

When, in the heigh^ of popularity, while performing at 
Portsmouth, En^and, he was requested by the manager, and 
two or three of nb friends, to accompany them after rehearsal 
to the Inn, and take a glass of Madeira; the landlord being 
apprised that Mr. Kean was of the party, ushered them into 
an elegant room, where he thanked the actor tor the honour 
that he did him, and overwhelmed him with oivlUtieB. Kean, 
fixing his eyes upon the landlord, and lookinff only as he 
could look, said : ** Mr. — — ^ I came into your house at the 
j Request of these gentlemen, to partake of some refreshment, 
to be pestered with your civilities, which, to me, are so 
0UMQy insults. Look at me, sir— well— do you recollect me 
1 see ysm do not— but you InoMf that I am Mr. Kean— Edmund 
Kean^ sir— that same man that I was fifteen years ago, when 
you kfl^ a small inn, and I was a member of a strolling com- 
pany players^ who acted at your fidr. I remember well 
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that 1 want one day into the ))ai of yotir hopse, and called for 
half a pint of porter>^TVhioh, after t had Wj^tod your pleaflnre 
patiently, was given to me Ify you Vith one hand, while the 
other was exteiwed to receive tne money. Kever can 1 forget 
your insolent demeanour, or the acuteness of my mortified 
feelings. Look at me again, sir. What alteration^beyond that 
of dress do yon discover in me ? Am 1 a better man than 1 
wafMen! What is there in me now» that you should ovor, 
whelm me with your compliments 1 Keep your wine, eir<^it 
would choke mo. Come, gentlemen, let us leave his house;'’ 
and the actor walked away from the mortified and abaah^ 
landlords This was related to me by an ey^witneu, and 
was I believe, published in the London Theatrical ObBOTer, 
some years ago. 

In consequence of the active part I had taken in brin^g 
the engagement of Mr. Kean before the public, Mr. Wood 
looked upon me with no very favourable eye ; all the old 
prejudices between us were revived, and he was not long in 
finding, as he supposed, an opportuni^ to make me feel his 
power. To this cause I attribute the Imoas which took place 
some time afterwards, in the play of "Columbus,” of which 1 
shall have occasion to speak more at large in its proper place. 

Jn the month of January of the present year, (1826,) in 
conjunction with Mr. Lopez, the prompter of the theal^, I 
commenced the publication of a work entitled "The Acting 
American Theatre, embellished with portraits of the actors 
belonging to the American stage, intended as a companion to 
" Oxl^rry’s English Drama.” This work» although a losing 
concern to me, deserves a kind remembrance, for having 
placed conspicuously before the public a most deserving^oung 
artist, who now stands acknowlec^odsfi ono of the first pori^^ 
painters In the United States; I allude to a Mr. WcMigle, 
whoso picture of Patrick Lyon has procured for him a well: 
merited reputation. He painted for me for this work the 
portraits of Mr, and Mre. Francis, Mr, and Mrs. Duff, Mr. 
Wood, Mr. Warren, Mr. Hilson, Mrs. Hilson, Mr. Cowel, Mr. 
and Mrs. Barnes, Mr, E. Forrest, Mr. Macready, Mr. Wemyss, 
Mr. Booth, Mr. Kean, Mr. Jefferson, Mr. Foote, Mr. Lee, Mise 
Kelly, Mrs. Waring, Mrs. Burke, Mr. Thayer, and Mr. Boberts. 

Mr. Durand, of New York, and Mr. Longacre, of Phila- 
delphia, then considered the b^t artists in the United Bta^ 
were engaged to engrave these portraits ; but after issuing 
sixteen numbem, 1 found my subscription list daily lan- 
guishing. Tho work was unfortunate from the commence- 
ment ; Mr. Poole, the publisher^ failed, involving the accounts 
in a maze of difiioulty. I found it imposeible to extrioate 
them. Murdeu, tho theatrical publisher of New York, the 
Qgent for the work, also jfidled, makfu/y no return of sales. 
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!rhd only partioa to whom I was indebted for attention^ and 
prompt remittances, are my old friena Boole, of Baltimore, 
and Mr. Bourne, of New York, 

Tloesday, the 3d of February, 1826, introduced to Thila- 
delphia one of the greatest favourites \rho had trod their 
boards for years, in the person of 

MISS LYDIA KELLY. 


Perhaps I am aoarcely justified in recording Mias Kelly’s 
name as a of fewreign growth-^her p ^polarity being purely 
Amencan. Mr- Stsephen Price engaged her in London, in 
consequence of Miss J ones having refused to cross the Atlantic, 
the popularity of her sister, Misb Tanny Kelly, tho roelo- 
dramatio heroine of the British stage, lending a charm to her, 
name, ^f which the American manager judiciously availed 
himself.* 

No opportunity ever offered more fivourablo to the views 
of a yomag and fashionable girl to t ike the town by storm. 
The Philsdeli^ia s/udience werr tiled ot tho Jicos ol the 
ladies belonging to the theatie although Miss kelly’s 
featurea were too masculine to bo considered handwm^, yet 
Ihh dashing fi^re and lively spirit of her noting at once 
oameA the fedixigs of her audience captive. She mad( her 
curtsey in the character oi Letitia Hardy, in the Belle’s 
Stratagem,” with triumphant suce(**«a Kngasrement following 
enp^em^t in rapid anccGssion ; she nni<st iia\o Huunicdat 
leaat tvte months during her first visit, fi lmi the theatre 
with a reputation established as a leading i m 1 c ^itrical 
bemisphere. # 

Everything seemed to operate in he’ f» \oa Tho ladies 
having boon prevented from visiting th’ t * tre (tunng 
Kean’s engagem^t, on his departure, niq>Orii i to chim 
exclusive right to occupy the aTesaboT.e 5 trongl^ did 
they turn out in Miss Kelly’s favour, th * c gMiithindn might 
fonsider himself highly favoured if he < nid obtiin a seat. 
Ae was the reigning goddess of comedy .*id the oxceUent 
Auner in which 4iliey were acted was a constant theme ©I 
their continued attraction, a. proof of the gratification 
theCived by the audience. We had Wood, Warren, .lefferbon, 
Dufi^ Wemyss, Francis, Burke, and occasionally Cooper and 
Arroughs ; while in the female department, no theatre in 
Aideriea could approach us in talent, Mrs. Wood, Mrs. Duff. 
Illk Darley, Mrs. Anderson, and Mrs. Francis, all ranging 
hout the dramatis pc^;^oi»e. 

^PhiVtelphia has'eentlibisted lia^ely to that fortune which 
pA Kelly hearts sb# liaa acquinA without receiving from a 
mimager a single dollar until m his expenses were fully 
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paid, sharing the profits only, and entailing no extra ex- 
penses upon the management— ^an example all stars oi^ht io 
follow. 

Although thus generous, she was rigid in exacting her 
rights. On one ooeasion, during the management of Lamb 
and Coyle, fiho refused to proceed with the fifth act of 
yonc Own Mind,” until the money due her was 
fomrooming. It was ridiculous enough to see Lady Be^, 
sitting on the stage, receiving in her lap the roleaus of silver, 
handing them to her Irish waiting-woman to count, who bore 
them oir in triumph before the eyes of the poor actor^ Who 
knew too well the consequence of this drain upon the treasury. 
No sal or ie a for them, ‘ 

She wa'3 a termagant, but an agreeable one : quarrdlkig 
with yoTi to-day, and to-morrow willing to make any reason- 
able .conceRsioi) to reinstate herself in your good opinion, it 
was impop.r^ibIc to bo angry with her for any length of time. 
Slit had a difficult task to manage managers^** wXt she was 
fully equal to it. * 

an actress she will bo remembei;od with pleasure^ as one 
v'hose popjilarity remained undiminishod to the last hour of 
her uppoarance ; retiring from the stage udth her fame in its 
mori I 'cn, i-die played Jjotitia Hardy, Beatrice, Lady l^eazfle, 
(to-aiind, Mis". HardcaPtle, Mrs. Oakley, Lady Bell, VMant^ 
JuUanv, .I'liict, Jhuily Tv^upesi, Lydia Languish, Portiaf MiSs 
Dorrllon -niid had libewiso considerable pretensions ^as a 
vocalis-t. She left as on the d5th of March, playing a longer 
coir-iccnti VO engagement than any star within my reoo&ection. 

I now jippiMiich a period of my theatrical career whioh had 
almost terminated it- abruptly. The play of ** Columbus^” 
having been revived, I was cast the part of Harry HerbM, 
an English adventurer. Haring the first rehearsal I had 
oarobif^ly iie&leolod to bring my written part of the character 
to the (heat-re, and was reading the following passage from 
tbe prompt-book 

‘‘ Vv^ill you, great sir, condescend to indulge the last wish 
of vanity, and when you have nothing else to do, writ© to 
Ejigiund the story of my fate, that when my fortunes shall bo 
inquired after, my friends, with joy sparkling through a tear, 
may say, * Herbert stuck to his commander to the last, and 
died as every Englishman should.’ ” > 

Mr, Wood interrupted' mo by exclaiming, "You must not 
say that, sir: say * brave man,’ not ‘Englishman,’” Kot 
perceiving any reason for such an alteration of the language 
of the auttior, I merely asked the^jimeocssity for such a change 
—the answer was, “ The necessity is my will and j)lea3ur6J* 
This led to «« scene” m/fmeTy creditable to either part^. 
If 1 failed in the respect 4ipio my manager, ho certaixuy did 
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not ftdopt the ootirBe f)eBt suited to couYinee me of the im* 
propriety of openly Tiolating the established rules of thp 
theatre. Threats were exchanged, which rendered it im- 
possible for me, without loss of self-respect, to withdraw 
^m the position in which I found myself most unexpectedly 
placed. 

I was officially informed by the prompter that if I pc||bted 
in speaking the sentence, as printed, the manager dB in- 
structed him to forfeit me my week's sahiry. And here the 
matter should have rested, until the overt act, which ren- 
dered me liable to tbe pen^ty, bad been committed : but a 
second communication produced a result in which the feelings 
of both parties were totally disregarded ; nor will I insult my 
readers by transcribing the gross language which took place 
between us. 

On the afternoon of the 17th of April, a friend called at 
my lottery office, in Qhesnut street, to inquire whether there 
was any truth in the report that Mr. Wood and myself had had a 
serious quarrel. When answered in the affirmative, he told me 
there was a party formed to hiss me, during the performance, 
which was to take ^lace in the evening. I was inclined to 
laugh at this, deeming it improbable that any audience would 
trouble themselves about the disputes of managers and actors, 
where their own amusement was not interrupted ; but 1 found 
that he was correct, and that I must be prepared to meet the 
result. As the play processed, the actors began to think I 
should yield the point ; however, at the proper time 1 de- 
livered the obnoxious speech, exactly as 1 found it in the 
promptbook. ;Two or three slight hisses followed, and 1 was 
congratulating myself that this tempest iu a tea-pot had sub- 
sided. In this I was doceived ; when 1 next appeared I was 
saluted by such a general hiss as is seldom heard within the 
walls of a theatre. 

1 immediately dropped my assumed character, and addressed 
the audience 

Ladibs abd GentItBUbb :~Thesc are sounds 1 am so un- 
accustomed to hear directed towards me within these walls, 
that it would bo folly to pretend ignorance of their cause. I 
am to attribute them to a misunderstanding between Mr. 
Wood and myself relative to the word “ Englishman,” which 
1 uttered when 1 last left the stage. Allow mo to ask you 
whether the name of England is% disgrafe. [No, Wetnyss, 
no.] 1 am an Englishman, and now appeal tb ^ou as Amer- 
what would you think of an American, who, on the 
other side of the Atlantic, should have occasion to pay a 
compliment to his country, in these words, ** Die as an 
. f^erican citizen ought,” who s||||[d be told It is my will 
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and pleafltiro that y6u insert * EngUa^an/ or I will snip 
your ears off what would you think of him who under aucn 
a threat^ would be dastard enough to submit? [Bravo, 
Wemyss — well said— bravo !]" 

Mr. Wood now made his appearance. In his address to 
the^dience he stated that his predecessor, Mr. Wimieil, had 
era4| the words, which with a pen, scratched fr<m the 
prom'pt‘Voo7c, after our altercation had tahen ^lace^ and With 
his own hand wrote the word hrave over the printed word 
English, !N*or was this the only mis-statement which caused 
me to form the sudden resolution of placing the whole facts 
as they occurred, before the audience. When he had finished, 
the audience called loudly for the continuation of the play, 
when I requested their indulgence for one minute, com^ 
mencing — 

Ladius and Obntlbubk,— Allow me one word. There is not 
a syllable of truth in what Mr. Wood has uttered. (Hisses. V 
He has boasted he can turn the Philadelphia audience around 
his finger at any moment. 1 acknowledge he possesses a 
finoncy of language which 1 do not, but situated as I now am, 
it becomes necessary that the whole truth should be known. 
He said he had cowed every Englishman ho ever had to deal - 
with, and he would cow me too. Ho threatened, if 1 dared tcv 
utter that speech, he would forfeit me. Under excitement 1 
did say, if ho did, 1 would thrash him, and so I will.” 

',,4 

Here I was interrupted with a shower of hisses, cries of 

go on with the play,” &c., &c. My first appeal was received 
enthusiastically ; and had 1 stopped there, my triumph would 
hav(3 boon complete and unalloyed ; but, in losing my temper 
as I listened to gross misrepresentation, I perilled my cause. 
My final triumph was more owing to the words of my author,, 
than to my adroitness in managing my case. 

In returning to my assumed character of Harry Herbert,, 
my first speech ran thus — ** 1 have not had a bit of fighting; 
for a long time, and damme, if this has not given me a relish^ 
for it.” 

Those only who were present can form an idea of the eTec*- 
trical effect produced upon the audience, the theatre fairly 
shook with applause and laughter. This turned the tide once 
again in my favour. When Mr. Wood appeared shortly after- 
wards as Columbus, the hisses were both sharper and louder 
than thtMie directed against me. In the commencement of thus 
disgraceful and humiliating so^e, and so continued to the 
dose of the perforxnance. 

On tho fguoiring (l»y. rtv>” ati tiie thwtn fyaasA Ue - 
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^eral topic of couveraation. Opinion being divided as to 
me juaiioo otthe deoi^on of the andienoe, and a general belief 
that the^ contest between the manager and the actor would be 
resumedf became prevalant, my friends demanded irom me i\ 
pledge that I would remain quiot and leave my cause as it 
stood, entirely in their hands. To this 1 could scarcely object, 
imd I entered the thcatro on the evening of the 18th, expect- 
ing, I hardly know what, but determined to meet it boliw. 

When 1 appeared as Captain Bolding, in the RcndczWus, 
there was a slight attempt to hies, promptly ailciiced. 'As I 
raised my eyes, I saw two gentlemen, busily en<>a,c»od with 
fbot and hand, Oacji ejecting from the pit an oihtndcr, th(i 
audience apparently enjoying the scene. The enemy being 
routed, my Irienda prudently desisted from showing any marks 
of disapprobation towards Hr. Wood ; and so far the public 
woi’o concerned, the matter was set at rest forever. 

This was the Jlolund dealt to me by Mr. Wood, for the 
Oliver administered to him by me in the affairs of Koan. 
However, he missed his calculation, as tlie event proved, but 
be made the attempt boldly. 

In consequence of this fracas, for four years we acted toge- 
ther, in the same theatre, without exchanging words, off the 
stage ; but like all other foolish quarrels, time lias obliterated 
its reooUeotion, and Mr. Wood and Mr. W'Cmyss are upon the 
same terms ^ when they first met. 


, CHAPTER XII. 

Mr. Ftbucis’ Farewell of the Stage. Oh, Shame ! where is thy Dlush. 

Fir&t Appearanoe of Mr. E. Forrest as a Star. Portrait of the American 

Tragediap as HoUa. Account of his First Appearance in I.oiuIoq. 

Ox the 18th of May,^Mr, FrauciWllio olde.l actor in the 
United States, .and one to whomliho Philad^^hiap^. were 
ifidebted fdr many a hearty laugh, hunouiicodmis, farewell 
benefit, previous to his retirement from tlie duties of an 
arduous proieasion. I almost blush to write, that it was one 
of the worst houses, not only of the season, but whic^ had 
ever been seen in the present theatre. 1 cannot better ex- 
press n\y indignation than to quote from the correspondent of 
tdte. United States Gazette. ‘'Mr. Francis’ unsuccessful appeal 
is a stigma oh our city ; but thus it ever is — the favour of the 
pwlic is lavished on stars, while the deserving but lees aspir^- 
ihg peiformer is neglected and disregarded. Although fiet- 
tered'^andi' applauded, he is suffered to sipk; iato waidi and 
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penury. This evening may afford the useful lesson to per^ 
formers particularly^ that public favour is no surety. 

--.'He that depends upon 't 
* Swims with fires of lead. 

And hews down oaks with rushes. 

Tlie current of pop^ilarity is as changeable as the vrinds which 
blo#^om all points of the heavens, and he acts most wisely 
'ivho makes the best of it when it sets in his favour. The 
public are neither just or geam'^iia in the distribution of ital 
patronage.” 

The i)orformanGe selected for ^^occadion the comedy 
of “ She stoops to Conquer^” and a new fa^ce which had ^en 
written for me, entitled IS&it in a liu]||r*’' 3?cor Francis 
did not Rurvive this mortiiicatiou many months, 

Tho 10th of May, 1826, is a night not easily to be forgotten 
by those who take an interest in theatrical matters. It was 
Oil the occasion of Mr. Porter’s benolit, on this evening that 
Mr: 15. Forrest returned to his native city, which he had left 
as a boy to seek for lame in the far West. His acting a4 
Jalher, in Otway’s tragedy of Venice Preserved, was warmly^ 
nay enthusiastically applauded, and as the curtain fell, an en- 
gagoment called for, which* was announced fojr Thursday, 
Friday, and Saturday. The, theatre, however, islb closed on 
Thursday, but Mr, Forrest acted Kolia, on Friday the l9th of 
May, and lepeated it again on Saturday, when the theatre 
closed for the season. 

When I first met 

Mk. EDWIN FORREST, 

behind the scenes of the Chesnut Street Theatre, in the month 
of May, 1826. He was a modest, unassuming young man, 
who scarcely mustered QMlfige sufficient to enter tho green- 
room, where were asseflBd many of the best actors the 
Americeji 6 |j||p could boaHof. Mr. Charles Porter introduced 
him>Vd expressed a wish that 1 should see him act 
the par^ef Jaffier. 1 took my seat in the boxes, determined 
plpased ; and I was so. I expressed myself warmly in 
his praise to Mr. Frederick Huber, who took much interest in 
his welfare. He said, ** Prank, if yon really think what you 
say, do me the favour to publish his likeness in the next 
number of the * Acting American Theatre it will serve a 
very worthy young man, and do yon no hprm,” ** Very well, 
you get his asbent to sit for the.i^icture ; I .will instruct Mr. 
Neajgle when he visits New Tort ^to paint it.^ I addressed a 
letter to Mr. Fgxrest on the subject ; Vhe. result was the 
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publication of the first enf^aved portrait of the American tra^ 
gediani as BoUa, in ** Plzarro/’ Thus commenced an intimacy 
\ 7 hi 0 h has continued ever since. 

Whenever chance and talent unite to place one member of 
a pxofeasion above all competitors^ it is not suprising that 
weak mortals should have their brains turned by unlooked- 
for and unhoped success. When moving himself in a very 
humble position as an actor, he was loud in his denunciation 
of Mr. Uooper^ for the. ** brusque'* manner which he thought 
proper to adopt towards the members of the profession less 
fortunately placed than himself. Such conduct is any thing 
but becoming, and deserves not only the censure of the pro- 
fession, but t^he public ; yet Mr. Forrest has carried his rude- 
ness to much gwter extent than ever Cooper did in his 
haughtiest day o^heatrical power. He possesses many ex- 
cellent traits of character, and none more than his aifeotiom^te 
care and forethought for his mother and sister, to whom he 
devoted the first fruits of his rising popularity. He can also 
at times be generous to his late fortunate brethren of the 
kodc and bt^n. But there is one blot on his escutoheon 
which never can be erased; he suffered Mrs. Gilfert, the 
widow of a man to whom he owed both fame and fortune, to 
be buried by 0 subscription raised by tho actors of the Phila- 
delphia th^tres, although he was aware of her distressed 
situation before her death. 

Mr. Forrest owed his rapid rise in public favour as an actor, 
in the first place, to his birth as an American ; secondly, to 
nature, for the endowment of great personal advantages ; and 
thirdly, to that chance, without which the two former would 
have been useless. On opening the Bowery Theatre, in tho 
city of JN^ew York, in 1826, Mr. Gilfert, the manager, (and as 
shrewd and capable a one as ever directed a theatre,) knew it 
was 1 necessary to find some one whom ho could place in a 
prominent situatioTi, to arouse th|g|||riosity of the public, and 
direct their attention to his ne||Hbiidmg. He found the 
material in young Forrest, and HR the presf|g|nd his own 
ingenuity to work out the result. His appdRnce at the 
Park Theatre, in Othello, for Woodhull’s benefit, gave the cue, 
and Mr. Forrest was forthwith announced as a star of the first 
magnitude, and so upheld at all sacrifices^ until he really 
became what in the first instance he had no pretensions to be 
considered. However, Shakspearo says, some men arc born 
to greatness, others achieve greatness, and some have greatness 
thrust upon them.'’* Of this latter class was decidedly our 
young tragedian ; bht endowed with strong common sense, he 
Wjlt^ed his opportunities, and availing himself of every 
chance, he finallv in his native city of Philadelphia obtained 
from Bufuf9 Si Slako tbo onoimoua wxk of two huadrod doUar^i 
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pftr night, to which he has since adhered, or only departed 
Irom for the still more ruinous terms to the managers of one- 
half of the gross receipts of each night's perforlnanco. 

Keeping steadily in view the fortune he was determined to 
acquire, he offered a premium of livo hundred dollars fur the 
best play in live acts, written by an American author, of 
which he was to be the hero. The prize was borne off by 
Augustus Stone, who produced the play of ** Metamora,” in 
which Mr. E. Forrest has drawn more money than in all hia 
subsequent efforts. His representation of the Indian Chief is 
a finished piece of acting, which may be equalled, but never 
will bo excelled. His Spartacus, in Dr. Bird’s tragedy of the 
" Gladiator,” is also a part which, being his own by copyright, 
there will never be an opportunity of dra\*ing comparisons ; 
and if there were, they certainly would not be to his disadvan- 
tage ; but as this was the character in which ho staked his repu- 
tation before a London audience, I subjoin the account of his 
first appearance, taken Irom-thc Loudon Times of the 18th of 
October, 1836. 

Drury Lane Theatre.— -Mr. Edwii) Forrest, who has established a 
high re|-utation in America, his native country, as a tragedian, appeared 
for the first time before an English audience at this theatre, last night. 
Tile character selected for hi}> debut was that o£ Spartacus, in^a tragedy of 
tlial title, written by Dr. Bird, also an American. Mr, Forrest was re- 
ceived with a hearty warmth, whlcli, from the first moment of Ids appear- 
ance, left no doubt, if any could have been entertained, that tlic audience 
were well disposed to' accept his cxutlons for llicir entertainment. He is 
I tall, rather robust man, of some thirty years of age, not remarkably 
handsome, but with expressive features, and that cast of countenance 
which is well suited for theatrical effect. Ilis voice is remarkably power- 
ful, hi.s figure rather vigorous than elegant, and his general appiiarance 
prepossessing. The subject of the tragedy is one admirably adapted for 
scenic ri'pre'scntation, and h.is alre.ady bccu essayed in the French and 
t Jci luau theatres. Dr. Bird appears not to have borrowed Brom any of hi» 
picilecessors, but to have pre.ser|||| in tlie mam features of the drama the 
iiistorieal facts relating to his hero. In concentrating the interest and the ac- 
tion of the plaji3|||' the character of Spartacus, he has bestowed very, slight 
pains in tlie delineations of the otlier vliaraetcrs. The consequence of this 
IS, that all the scenes inwhicli the hero is not inaction, are languid, and all 
the other personages in the play are very faintly sketched. With such mate- 
rials history furnished him, he might easily have done more and Iretter. 
TJie wife of Spanacus is said to have aecompauiod him in his exploits, 
and by hersupposcHl skill in divination, to have prompted and encouraged 
some of his most daring enterprises. This hint might nave sufiiced to 
jii.iku ‘^'cnon.’i a nioie important iK*rsonage than Dr. Bird’s fancy has ere- 
’Ucd. Our business, however, is with the play as we find it, not as it 
Uii^dU liave ln^eii. [Here follows a ilescriptibn of tlie plotof the play.J 

“The liUlcrpoit uf the pUyii vigurows UiAU the iQtihac; hut 

V 
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there are some scenes of stirring interest in which Mr. Forrest made a 
powerful Impression on the audience. The poetry of the drama is rathei 
powerful than polished ; and although it contains some passages of t ou 
aiderahle beauty, it Is more generally characterized by a rouglipasslonate 
strain, In which gracefulness is sacrificed to force. One speecn, in which 
Spartaous describes the beauty of his Thracian valliee before the invasion 
of the Romans, and contrasts it with the devastation which had followed 
their footsteps, struck u» as being particularly happy. At the conclusion 
of the iilay Mr. Forrest was called for, and began to address the audience, 
a practice not usual nor safe, at least on this side of the Atlantic. He 
thanked them for the reception they had bestowed on him, and expressed 
his satisfaction at finding in that reception a proof of their good will to- 
wards America. Now, although thei^ praises wore warm and hearty, 
they were given to him personally, and himply because they thought he 
derived tlicm, and would have been just as freely bestowed if he had come 
from Kamtschatka as from New York. There are no national preju- 
dices between an audience and an actor, nor any where else in this country, 
which could make it for a moment questionable that a deserving artist 
would be well received, from whatever quarter of the globe he arrived. 
When, however, Mr. Forrest, encouraged by the applause, began to 
them for the favours they had shown to the tragedy, he provoked 
^omc dissent, the audience not seeming to think as highly of the poet as 
of the player— so Mr. Forrest made his bow and retired. 

** We shall be glad to see him in some other character, ami if he ac- 
quits himself hereafter as well bo did on this occasion, he will hai e no 
reason to be dissatisfied with his voyage, and the theatre will have cngagiM 
ah able performer, who, to very considerable skill in his profession, adds 
the attraction of a somewhat novel and a much more spirited style of 
playinj^ than any other tragic actor now on our stage. ’’ 

1 will>iioW give the cast of tho play on its first representa- 
tion on the London stage. 

Marotm Lnoinitis'Craasua, JVarde ; Gellius, F. Coole; Len* 
tolns, Mt>op6r; Jovina, BariJ^; Bracebina, / S’lorns, 

Sandal; Spartaous, Forrest; Phasarius, CW^er ,* Jflnomais, 
Bother; Orixua, Dutuset; Mummius, Scroplia, Jlonner; 

Boy, Miss Marshall; Centufion, T. Mait/um ; Julia, 
Booper, (her first appearance) j Sdhoua, Miss lluddart, (fibfBt 
appearance in five years). 

Also the original cast in New York : — 

Marcus Luolnius Orassus, Richmgs ; Lucius Gellius, Fovey ; 
Scffopha, \^oodkull ; Muramius, / 

BaUatus Lentulua, Blaheley ; Floriis, son to Lent^ilus, FiJd ; 
BrcrfjJIliuB, ^ B, Forrest ; Phasarhis, iJ<rrry/ 

Nixsen; Orixtis, llced; Oenturion, King Slave, 
of Spartaous, Miss E, TnrnXmll; Julia, Mrs. 

Senona, Mrs. Bharpe. Gladiators, 20; 

10; LictorSf 6; Patricians, C; Ladies, 8; 6 Female 
Sloiwy 2 Children. 

A filid supile of the managers announ^fiSQient, in the under- 
line of the London play-hills 



MSATBIOAZ. BtOOIlAPfiY. 


1^9 


Hr. Edwin Forrest^ 

The eminent American Tragedian^ 

Whose first appearance last eyening on the British stage, (be** 

fore one of the most crowded andienoes ever assembled in 
this theatre,) elicited those enthasiastiQ testimonials 
, of success, which 

have stamped him 
ono of the Greatest Actors 

that ever graced an English Theatre, willy in consequence of the 
unbounded applause with which he Was received in the 
Tragedy of 

The Gladiatorl 

have the honour of repeating the character of Spariacus throe 
times every weelc, until further notice. 

Mr. Bunn was determined to make the most of his bargain, 
and doubtless reaped a rich harvest from the exertions ot the 
American tragedian. ^ 

Mr Forrest's! Shakspfearian characters, with the exeeption. 
of Othello, where his terrific energy in the third and fourth* 
acts holds Ids audience in breathless amazement, are not above 
mediocrity ; his Kichard the Third, and his Ma|]t>eth, do not even 
deserve that name; but in those characters which have been 
written for him, in which his physical requisites have been 
brought into play in the most favourable manner, he main- 
tains a reputation which will be cherished so long as the Ameri- * 
can drama, of which he may be called the founder, shall exist. 

There is no name 1 shall have occasion to refer to more fre- 
quently than Mr. ForreBt*s, as I progress, or of whom I ahall^ 
have m ore to write. 

The Philadelphia Theatre having closed for the season, the 
company })roceeded to Baltimore, where we opened with the 
play of the “ ^trang(»r but our season was brought to an ab- 
inipt termination by the ^‘Kean row.” Prom the opening, 
there uas a feverish anxiety to know when Kean's engagement 
would commence, or whether he intended to \isifc Baltimore, 
Ko sooner did the announcement of his name appear, than it 
became evident his reception would not bo a friendly one, 
although he hoped, and his friends were sanguine the result 
would bo the saJoe aa in New York and Philadelphia — an ex- 
pression of public feeling which would subside. He had re- 
requested me to play “ 7?«Awto7td,” knowing that so long as it 
was possible to hold our ground, I should never desert him, 
although the prospect of being hooted and pelted, was by no 
means a pleasant one. When ho appeared as Richard the 
Third, the huhbtih as u'iual uommonced, but had apparently 
subsided during the third act, when e'vcry thing waS bo restorea 
to quiet, that 1 left the theatre to ebtajn some portion of my 
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dress from the Bhalcspeare, where I boarded. I was stitpriBed 
on my retnm to fi^d the atorm raging more furionely than 
erer, This waa owing to the injudioious conduct of Kean*s 
frien^ who ruined his cause. During the early part of tho 
evening, they had displayed two placards in front of each 
stage box, the one bearing the motto, ** Let the friends of Kean 
he iUent the other, " Kean for ever /** Had they adhered to 

their maxim of eilenoe, their triumph would hare been com- 
plete, bnt although their tongues were tilent, their hands were 
too active ; on the slightest opposition, they seized the aggres- 
sor and ejected him the theatre. Those treated in this 
unceremonious manner, for exercising what they conceived to 
be their right, formed a group before the doors of the theatre, 
^ recapitulating their wrongs 'to the already excited populace, 
wsdting only for a leader to commence mischief ; a brickbat 
thrown at the windows of the saloon, was followed by a rush 
towards the door. The theatre was saved from destruction 
the spirited conduct of Mr. Montgomery, the mayor of the 
city, who interposed his person, assuring the mob, that none 
‘ could ^ter that building for the purpose of mischief, except 
over his body ; a pause took place, and that pause, in all pro- 
bability^ saved ^e life oi K^n-^who was enabled to make 
his escape fromTlic theatre; every carriage was searched, ai^ 
it was not until assured tihat the object of their vengeance was 
beyond their reach, that the crowd dispersed, some remaining 
on the ground until daylight. 

And where was the manager during all this riot and confu- 
sion? Hr. Wood, fearful of some botious mishap, left the city 
'in the steamboat at hvo o’clock, on a plea of business ; thun 
depnving Kean of the aid of that .tongue, which for a long 
scries pf yeacs, had guided the taste and quelled the unruly 
spirits of the theatre. Policy might liave dictated his retreat, 
but justice to those under nis control, should have held him 
fast at his post, in the hour of danger. He is a bad pilot who 
deserts th6 helm when his vessel man the neighbourhood of 
brookom. 

Thus ended Kean’s performance at the Holiday-street Thea- 
tre, in June, 1820. On the following morning. Col. Benjamin 
Edes, a respectable and respected citizen of BaUimoro, called 
upon me, and said, “ Wemyss, if you are a, friend of Kean’s, 
got him out of the city ; if he attempts' to play to night, wo 
shall tar and ftaiher him ; and he may think himself lucky if 
he escapes with no further injury.” Assured it was useless to 
Qiidanger his safety, 1 proceeded directly to his hotel, told Mm 
he had no time to lose, but must prepare to leave tholnty 
without an instant's delay ; that the excitement against him 
Was incroaBing every moment, and that violence would attehd 
^y attempt to appear again upon the stage. He ssdd, My 
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God ! vfh&t Bhall 1 do f I httvd not a cent with me i this Is so 
totidiy unexpected, Ss it to end?’* I enq^uired what Sum 
would be Budioient for hig immediate necessity ^hc replied, 
about two hundred dollars ; ihi& I procured from my ^end 
Conine, and succeeded in getting him safely ont of the city. 
While many were enjoying, in anticipation, the scene they 
expected, Kean was safely on board the steamboat, on his way 
to Philadelphia. I accompanied him, leaving my wife and 
children in the charge of Mr. Jefferson. The Theatre in Bal- 
timore was closed for the season, and the company returned to 
Philadelphia. 

Kean was received in ^Philadelphia with open arms ; a reac- 
tion had taken place in the public sentiment. Conceiving he 
had been' snfliciently punished, pity resumed the place of 
resentment, and he was looked upon as an ilVtreatcd man. 
The theatre was re-opened on the 12th of June, and he ap- 
peared as Biohard the Third, with the tide of popular favour 
as strong in his behalf as ever it had been in his proudest days 
of success ; and although bo did shed tears at the idea of 
playing Shylook for a quarter of a dollhr, all he rcemved, (his 
terms being to share the receipts with the management, alter 
deducting two hundred dollaxs, each night,) yet«^at ni^ht 
(the cause of Which should be buried in oblivion,) erased f^hm 
his engagement, his attraction continued r^ndimini^ned. The 
last night he played in Philadelphia was Cti1;he 26th of June, 
1826, when he appeared as Cardinal Wolsey, in ^ Henry tho 
Eighth,” and Sylvester Baggerwood, for his l>enefit, leaving 
the stage in What mountebanks call a fiipjlttp, ihsally well 
executed. But what a ridiculous association in the minds of 
his audience ; the great tragedian, and the clown of a drous, 
botii seen in the same person, and for the last time. Before 
he left the city he sent me the following note, enclosing the 
money borrowed Jn Baltimore 


Djsar Wemyss, 

208 thanks ! 

Take an opportunity of visiting our crib on the banks of the 
Hudson : you will find ab honourable a gang as ever cried ** stand *’ to a 
traveller, and fattened on pillage : though the captain may happen to be 
on duty, the troojp dobght in the swindling fraternity, and you will be truly 
welcome. 

Success, dear Wemyss, 

(Signed,) Edmuot) Kjb4iN.*’ 

Addressed thus *. — 

nil Wemyss, Esq., 

** Tragedian, Comedian, f 

** Fencerenian, Lottereniao, 

Omnenian, non, 

« Altercuian 1 ! 1 PhiladeJplus*" 

V 
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T had the pleasure of seeing him agaiii« He vas in 
Dublin when 1 was in England, in 1827; although hourly 
exited in Liverpool, I sailed, on my return, before his 
arrivsl* He never possessed a warmer friend, or*niore enthu- 
siastic admirer. He sat lor his portrait to Neagle, for the 
Anting American Theatre, which picture was afterwards pur- 
chased by George Munday. 

Hr* and Mrs. George Barrett played a short engagement ; 
after which Mr. E. Forrest returned and played his first regular 
star engagement, at the Ohesnnt street Theatre, commencing 
on the 5th of July, with Othello ; EoUa, on the 6th ; William 
Tell, on the 7th ; Earl Osmond, in the ** Castle Spectre,” on 
the 8th $ Jaffier, on the 10th ; and Othello, on the 11th ; when 
the theatre was closed, and he accompanied us to Washington 
city, where he first acted Damon— -since, one of his most 
favourite characters. 

It was at the close of the summer* season of 1826, that Mr. 
Wood retired from the management, having dissolved partner- 
ship with Warren. His situation as stage manager was filled 
by my old friend, Joe Cowell; and the season of 1826 and 
1827, 1 may honestly say, was the most pleasant year of my 
American engagements. 1 heard with regret of his retire- 
ment, although 1 was fixed upon as his successor. In his 
<< Thirty Years among the Players,” he does injustice to 
Warren, and has made it appear that the actors engaged by 
Mr. Hallam, for Cowell and Simpson, snrpassed in tment and 
attraction those engaged by me for the Chesnatstx^eet Theatre ; 
yet every play*gQer knows he retired from the contest, and 
when he retailed to renew It, after Warren’s theatre had been 
^ned thirty-five weeks, he was obliged to close ; the '' Gnome 
^ng” having so far surpassed his Sleeping Beauty,” that 
his theatre was deserted, while the Chesnut-street Theatre 
cont^ned to be well attended to the close of the season. 
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CHAPTER XIIl. 

' ‘ V 

Haltituore S^aedn not W'<irt}i even a passing record. CowelPs management. 
Macteady'^s flr^t appearance in Philadelphia. His disagreeable man- 
ners producing quite ap excitement among the Xctora against him. 
Oreat Efi'ect of his Colloquial Acting. Sensible Conduct under Unde- 
served UepToach. Note to the Author. First Appearance of Mrs, 
Knight^ late Miss Povey. Her Great Success. Compliment to the 
Author. First Appoaranoe of Miss Hester Warren. First Appcaianco 
of Miss E. Jefferson, afterwards Mrs. Si Cliapman. First Attempt at 
' Management in the United States. Preparations to cross the Atlantic.' 
Instructions and Departure. 


The Baltimore leasffi concluded, we opened in Philadelphia 
on the 4th of December, 1826, with the play the 
"Stranger,” and the farce of the Turnpike Gate.” The ta- 
lent of the company was inferior to any season I had yet 
known, and complaints were loud in all quarters, yet Cowell’s, 
name was a tower of strength. He was deservedly popular, 
both with the actors and the public, and no one regretted 
more than 1 did his retirement, notwithstanding 1 waa selected 
as his successor. Mr. Haoready was the first star of the aea^ , 
son. He opened on the 10th of January, As Macbeth^l 
and at onoe received the approbation which his high chai^ter 
as an actor deserved. He played Hamlet, TirgiuiuSi William 
Tell, Pierre, Coriolanus, Damon, Petruohio. 

It was during the performance of " William Tell,” a circum- 
stance occurred which might liave proved fatal to his future 
prospects in the United States. The property man (worthy 
old Charley Ward) bad, through negligence, forgotten to pro- 
viae an arrow to break before Gesler, in the fourth act of the 
play, compelling Macready to devote from his own quiver, 
one BO loaded and poised, as to prevent the possibility of a 
failure in the most critical situation of the play. Kot being 
one'^of ithe mildest tempered men, and irritated at the mo- 
ment by the loss of, to him, a valuable stage {property, he 
Baid, in anger, to the propCHy man, who was waiting to make 
his apology, **/ can't act smcA an arrow in yowr country ^ sirf* 
which WEB thus tranmated for him, " I cavUt get wood to make 
snch an arrow in your country*' 

The anonymous letters sent to the then respectable conduc- 
tors of the daily press, were enclosed to Mr. Macready, who, 
ofiheurse, disavowed their contents. He assembled the com- 
pany upon the sta^, by specif request, read the accusation, ' 
n.nd appealed to them, ooBectively and individually, to say, 
whether any one present had ever heard him make use of ^ 
such an eairpresBioiL 
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All rdmaining^ silent^ lie made a neat appeal to their feel 
« ings, stating, that if he had personallv offended any one of 
them, he regretted it, and held himeelf personally reponsible; 
but he hop^ hone who had heard him were base enough to 
make use of such means as the letter he held in his hand, in 
revenge for supposed slight. 

It is really singular that, deriving all, or nearly' all, the act- 
ing plays from England, applauding and constantly in asso- 
eiation ivith the best English actors, there should exist, behind 
the scenes of the American theatres, such an inveterate 
hatred to the foreign artist, that eveiy little vrord uttered 
should be construed into an intentional national insult, whioh» 
magnified by the malign report of the lower order of actors 
and their tavern companions, is inirodu||d before the curtain, 
to the annoyance of at least two^thirds m i^e andlenre assem- 
bled amusement ; who, provided the actor entertains them 
fbr tw moment, care nothing about him or his opinions, ex- 
cept to furnish a subject of conversation for a few minutes at 
. their next evening party. Had the penny press been in ex- 
istence during Maoready’a engagement, a rash word, harmlessly 
spoken, to a negligent property man, would have been sufli- 
ment to have terminated his career on tho American stage. 
The poison onoe disseminated, no opportunity would have 
Ubeen offered for justification: be would have been driven 
^ home in disgrace for an ofienco-^^nover committed. 

In rehearsing the play of Vij'ginins, an occurrence took 
place which caused a hearty laugh at the expense of Mr. 
William Forrest, (brother to the tragedian) who was tho 
IcUinB. Caught by the natural tone and manner of Macready, 
who, turning suddenly, said, " Will you lead Virginia in, or 
do you WMt for me to do it*” " Whichever you please, Mr. 
ICacready,*’ was the ready answer, followed by such a laugh 
as< onW actors can enjoy. He oven deceived the acting man- 
ager, Mr. Cowell, old and experienced as he was, in a similar 
manner in William Tell. When speaking to young Wheatley 
about his shoe being untied, Cowell said rather pettishly, 
<< Don’t keep iis hero all day, Mr. Macready, about the boy's 
shoe — go on with the rehearsal.” These are compliments to 
the ooUotmial skill of Macready, as great^os was ever paid to 
'ahy actor by his professional brethren. 

His Damon was by no means as good us Cooper’s ; it was too 
laboured, too oold and artificial, to reach tho feelings of his 
imdience. lie confess^ it was not a favourite oharacter, and 
only assumed in oompliance with the wisheiKof the manager. 

Be sat for his portrait to Neagle for the acting American 
^nbeatre, and the plates sent to him on t^t occasion proceed 
the foUov^^ note. 
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(cost.) 

Hi. MAeraad; preaeBto Ug begt complimentg to Mr. Wemyat, tis thank 
him for his elegant collection of theatrical portraits. He can only regroi 
that he has so little title to Mr. Wemyss’s acknowledgments, and th at he 
lias had no amp^r occasion of testifying his respect for one among the 
few members of l^is profession whcMe deportment and manner he has 
observed as creditable to it* ^ 

Approlaiioih from Sir Siibert SimXey ts praise indeed J 

Tne next star was Mze. Kn^ht, (late Miss Poveyp) who 
made hor appjtoanee in rhiladelphia, on the 29th of 
JaniiaiT, 1827, ae FlorettiE^, in the Cabinet.’* Who does not 
remember the bewitching simplicity of 

Mas. KNIGHT 1 

The archness and vivaoi^ displayed in her acting, «eatl[y en- 
hancing the pleasure derived from the sweet tones she garbled 
forth in her ballads. She was the first female singei of cul- 
tivated taste, who had visited the United States since the days 
of Miss George, the Wowskiof Coleman’s '‘.Inkle and Yarico.!' 
Her attraction and popularity remained undiminiahed for 
many successive seasons. It was not only in opera she was a 
universal favourite, but her acting in Kate O'Brien in " Per- 
fection,*' and Betty Finikin in “ Gretna Green, 7 was truly ex- 
cellent ; it would have puzzled the moat snarling critic ta 
have found just cause for censure in the^first named piece. So 
completely did she take her audience by surprise. tl»t at the 
fall of the curta^ the Pit actually rose by ac4l^etion, de- 
manding a repetition, a compliment so very unusual in those 
days, when the habit of calling for every actor at the close of 
an engagement was not in vogue, that it was appreciated as 
no mean honour. She was pleased to thank me personally 
for my performance of Charles Paragon, insisting that 1 Wiis 
entitled to my full share of the unexpected but highly valued 
compliment. Never was a more general shout of approbation 
heard within the walls of a theatre, than greeted my an- 
nouncement of Mrs, Knight’s compliance with the wishes of 
the audience. As 1 can call to mind no other instance on re- 
cord, during my knowledge of the American stage, of such an 
occurrenoe, in justice to all concerned, 1 will record the cast. 
— Sir Laurence Paragon, Mr. C. Green; Charles Panigon, Mr. 
Wemyss: Sam, Mr. John Mills Brown; Kato O’Brien, Mrs. 
Knight ; Susan, Mrs. C. (irce». A more just estimate of the 
merit due to the actors, may be formed from the knowledge 
of the fact, thait uot one of them were in possession of their 
written pai^s, until the rehearsal on the day previous to the 
perfbnuanoe, which bo gratified the brilliant audience assen^- 
pled on the oooaaion of Mrs. Knight's benefit. Boiras a proud 
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mght fov managerB, and aotocs# It is needless te add^ it 

ma to an excellent hotise, and has retained poS^ 

Sion of the stage ever since. I have seen many KateO%ien's 
in<dii^ng Miss Kelly, Clara Fisher and Miss Bock ;"but never 
one rmo approached Mrs. Knight in excellence. It was indeed 
Perfection.” 

On the 28th of Pebmary, Booth acted the tragedy of 
S<^fla.” Mr. E. Forrest ap^^ared as Damon, on the 7th of 
Haroh. And daring his engagement, which was not a pro- 
fttable one, he played Oth^o, Kolia, William Tell, Sir E. 
Mortimer, King Iiear, Jaffier, and on the 14th of March, 
Eichord the Third ; the worst representaiive of that character 
1 ever witnessed ; nor do I think he has ever improved upon 
his firdt false conception of the character. I may be wrong — 
but such is my opinion. 

Macready returned to us on the 26th of March, commencing 
with OtheBo — ^^aying the Stranger, Hamlet, Cardinal Wol- 
sey, Macbeth, Komont, in the revived play of the Fatal 
D 0 W 17 ;” Henry the 6 th, Virginius, King John; and Felix, in 
the "Hunter of the Alps.” 

On the 16th of April, 1827, (Easter Monday,) Henry 
Wallack, who had become, since the death of Barrere, the 
lessee of Chatham Oiirden Theatre, was engaged to produce 
the spectacle ef "Brian Boroihomo,” which had drawn crowds 
in the city of Hew York. It was well prepared, the scenery 
excellently painted, and would doubtless have beep successful, 
with its pw-biU surrounded with " Haw,” and its " Erin 
Ck> Bragh,"% flaming red letters; — but, Bra. Webb, an actor 
of some repute, who was to have been the representative of 
Toltixnar, had been studying ancient history too closely, and 
oaMe to the conclusion, taking Shakspearo for his authority, 
that the Danes were powerful drinkers, and therefore appeared 
upon the stage so perfectly undisguised in liquor, that the 
audience thought proper to hiss, which he resented, by walk- 
ing out of tbe theatre. Mr. Ueyl read the i^art ; and the 
pieoe, in consequence of Webb's misconduot, was unequivo- 
cally damned. If eVer a penal code should be enacted, for the 
sole punishment of actors, drunkenness should be a peniten- 
tiary offence, without the possibility of pafdon. How many 
managers have had a prosperous season ruined, by the miscon- 
duct of one actor; and hundreds of dollars judiciously 
expended, lost for ever, by this worst of evil habits. The correc- 
tion is in the hands of the public alone ; while they permit 
mv^Aotor, who has thus insulted them, to appear again, ee if 
ne ,0^flace had been committed, reformation W hopeless. Had 
Boewbeen banished, the stage might have lost an admirable 
actor* but the example would have deterred others, who pos< 
seased , talent, from venturing upon the experiment.— 
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Geoxge Frederick Cooko wee tolerated in his brutality^ wbicb^ 
if properly checked aad rebuked, would have prevented 
Edmund Kean from offendit^ in the same manner. It ie ea)d, 
genius will be erratio,— this may be true ; but like the mad* 
ness of the oonddant, in Sheridan's faroe of the Critic,” let 
it, by request, be kept in the back ground. 

For the benefit of Mr. Jefferson, whose name was sure to fill 
the houbo, his daughter. Hiss E. Jefferson, made her first 
appear.) nee upon any stage, is Itosina, in the ‘^l^anish 
Barber.” If Mias Warren was the best ‘^debutante’ll had 
ever seen, Mias Jeffer^-uu was decidedly the worst; she spoke 
so low, and so completely lost all selfi[>oSBession, that, h^ U 
not been for her father, she would scarcely have escaped deri- 
sion. The only redeeming point was her song of “ An old 
man would bo wooing,” in which she was feebly encored. From 
such ail unfavourable beginning, little was to be expected. — 
But in the race commenced between Hiss Warren and herseli^ 
althouj'h distanced in the first attempt, she far outstripped 
her in her future career ; rising step by step, until she be- 
came, as Mrs. S. Chapman, the leading actress of the Amerioaa* 
stage, in the Park Theatre of New York, justly admired by 
every frequenter of the theatre; proving that the race is not 
always with the swift, or the battle with the strong. She 
married a second time, on the death of Mr. Chapman, Mr. 
Augustus Bichar(^on, of Baltimore, retiring firom me st^e. 

There was a similarity of fate in the career of these two 
ladies ; both han^ome, and both possessed of talent, both 
married to foreigiftrs, both left widows at an early age, and 
both entering a seGotiti time into the state of wedlock ; one 
d$^ing in the xenith of her fame*; the other having reached 
the highest goal of her ambition, voluntarily resigned the 
plaudits nightly bestowed upon her in the first theatre of her 
native country, to enjoy the blessing df domestic liiBb, in 
retirement. 

The play of “John Bull,” established Mr. John Green in 
favour of the audience, as a good delineator of Irish character. 
His Dennis Bulgruddery was the greatesf^chmrm of the play, 
which was repeated four nights at the close of the season. 
Mr. Warren’s benefit took place on the 12th of May, 1827 ; the 
theatre closing with the play of tho ** Cure for the Heartache,” 
and the “ Agreeable Surprise,” 

Wo proceeded us usual, to Baltimore, for the Spring season, 
and while there, I was taken one morning by surprise, by an 
offer from Mr, l?^*ren, to accept the acting and stage manage- 
ment of the thealres under his direction ; to cross the A^iantio 
and recruit his dramatic company, by engaging new facea 
from England, Tho offer he was so liborsd, that 1 
desired a few days for oonsideretion. My ficiendaijgiomX 
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suited en the oeeasien, stongly urged my aoceptwftce; among 
«<^eri^ Mt. Le*^lB T, Pratt, little dreaming that this arrange- 
meut would ht ho very distant period make bihi co-leesee of 
those voty theatres. 

U^ptofesidonal pride was also dailered by the idea, that 
Mtk Wood's assertion of my total &ilure in America* would be 
forever set at rest* by my appearance among my old associates 
aftw an absence of five years, i|| the manager of the Philadel- 
phia Theatre. 1 therefore agreed to relinquish my lottery 
businest^ and on the dth of May* 1827, made an eng gement 
for three jrears with Mr. Warren* in which I promised to 
devote my time entirely to promote his interests. 

On t^ 20th of June, 1 sailed &om Philadelphia* in the Tub* 
Carora* commanded by Captmn Serrill* to return to my 
mrtivo oountrjT* full of hopes and' fears for the saoceas of my 
mission. My instructions* and my views of those instructions 
were as follows. How well I performed my dirty, the public 
have placed on record* by th^ almost unanimous approval 
of those actors with whom I returned to open the season of 
1827 and 1828. 


(corf.) Mr. Wabebr's I»s!»rtjgtiobh, 


** My DsAn Sir : 

^ In the miasicm you linvc so kindly undertaken for me* you \HfiIl 
please to observe the foUowing instTuctioiiSn-brst* the performers t 

•* A gentleman capable of acting Brsl tragedy, or young men bucli as 
Harry Domton, Claudio, l«aertes,--aB to Hamlet, IlicharU, dtc., you knim 
since th^y have leen Kean, Maeready, and such actors of the present day, 
to pfsrfonnsuch plays nrltUout actors of that name and grade, would be 
useless. 


•* Avenan capable of sustaining heavy parts, whicli I am obiigi d to confci 
at present, on W^heatloy. 

A young man who cansing, — on tliat subject you understand my views, 
** A tisefni man to play low I'omedy, and if cajiablt of playing Irish- 
raeti, the better ; whicli^will be four. 

A lady oapablp of leading m tragedy, Belvidera; also another lady, 
who would perform Lady Macbeth, If a woman of the tune of life who 
eould undertake both, xt would be better. 

'' The salaries not to exceed thirty dollars. 1 iiiould rather '.have it, 
? fiot more than six guineas ; but if an object is lo be galneil, two dollars 
WiiUiiot make any difYbrcncc. 

deS^ri a«y advance you may make to be repaid by a weekly 


- Kvery engagement for two yean., and the deducUon shall be appor- 
tJbued to the tune, it may iMpptn Uiat &oiiu of the parties may be mai- 

necessary for thch comfort, 

Tnl, ^ ^ wcllconvAUctd that yoM will do Uio 

youiaufort^oonwio. * . * . 
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'' With reapftoti to Ma MiUa:,, you wiJI plcwe to enquire what he hm 
^ent ; ana bring vitH yau> what he haa not, that you think wlU be ui^- 
fuJ . but 1 don’t want anything el*f. lie can draw for the antonnt%y 
way of Carey and tea#** 

Theda ihBtmiiiotui I wae desired te show Hr. Bichard Peten^ 
Jmir. of Philaddpliiai and ask his advioe upon the nature of 
them. On the^ldth of tTtpiei 1S27| he addressed me the fol- 
loTriUg letter, 4 

(COPT) 

•• Philadelphia, June 19, 1SS7. 

'* Dbah Sin:-f 

I have already delivered to you a blU of exchange for pt> ater* 
ling, and have paid to you, by a check to your credit two hundred and 
thirty doUaW 1 now hand you a letter of credit fToni my friend, Mr* W. 
B. Evans, addressed to Mr. Grey Wilda, London, by which you will bo 
enabled to draw ISOh sterling. These arc on account of Mr. Warren, and 
will be accounted for to me, by him* I have also made arrangements with 
Messrs. Thomas P. Copq and Sons, by which all persons for whom you 
may request a passage on board of any of the Philadelphia packets by a 
line addressed to the captains, will be received, and the prices of the pas- 
sage will be paid here by Mr. Warren. Captain West, of the Monteauma, 
ha-i agreed to charge for the passages, the Stipulated price payable at the 
par of exchange. This will be a saving of about dftecn dollars m each* 

The other captains will do the same, if you insist upon It, and if they 
will not, there is another hue, which sails from l^lverpoolithe 20th of 
every month, f have thus completed all the arrangbmenlp assigned to me 
by Mr. Warren, and I trust they will be found satisfaotofy. 

** A word or two about youi project— as Mr. Waiten has authorised md 
to speak of it I think it fortunate that Hallam has bten beftire you, and 
has made hii> selection ; you know the loitiwof those be has engaged, and 
must go bnyond him. You will be able to dsoertam what thetaleiUsof 
all those he has brought with him are, and you must get persons who are 
superior to them in talent and in personal appearance, and in reputation. 
Lo not let a guinea a week, or even more, separate you, they otto be 
obtained. I know Warron wiU confirm this, and I will get him to say so 
to you m writing. It will be all>important tliat you accomphsh the ob- 
ject of your yisit upon the principles I have atat^, and succeeding in it, 
you will put Mr. Cowell and S. at defiance. Allow me to remind yon, 
that With tlie audience, who are to be amused at the Cheanut Street 
Theatre, polished manners, good exterior, and a guarded sense of decorum 
are all important. I ^laim no more than your knowledge of ns will con- 
cede, when 1 say that an actor who does not appear as a gentleman will 
never succeed here ; this deficiency has been "the cause of the failure of 
many. It is not that he sliall act the gentleman will, but t)|M|Ahe shi^lJ 
be a gentleman whp pleases us, Mr. Hallam has not comp^^i^ IbWS- 
certam and judge of this matter, for his gentleman was vulgar, and his 
taste as low and as costse as possible. I do you no more than justice to 
say, you have always exhibited the quaUfieatlpns so necessary and im- 
portant. 

a 
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' ** Ut be a genUeoiepi and tftipableof pbiylttg tbe p|rts of 

^ ai Mulk a parion would exhiUi ^beir |iuper]|or voice. High mualeal 

attlliUhttItf axe hot bo essential aS expxoislan, feaUng, and vivacity i i 
^ood singer* not a superior one* who will maiotsm with respectability his 
p^rts in opera* will have much to do next season* with the Jefferson* who 
promises to be very attractive. 1 do not exactly understand what Mr. W , 
means by a jfemale to play Belvldera* and another to play Lady Matbeth ; 
the lady who can play the first ought to play the sej^oad. I think if you 
can get a lady to play high tragedy* of mlddle^Cj* n6t old* of good ap'* 
pearance* and I should say a lady who can play Lady Teasle* and the 
iemales m very high comedy* you would do better. If you could find a 
persou* who with low^eomedy* can play well m melo ’drama and in panto- 
mime* it would be well. Bring out the materials for twp or more good 
pantomimes. Our friend Warren is too much disposed to confidence t 1 
advise you to establish an agency for him altogether independent 
of Pr|oe dc Co., and the New Yorkers, and let it be pnvatni 
bidbe blip off if they can* but this you can prevent* by a j udieiOus selection* 
dyrangementi should be made to have sent out all pieces which hft« If 
tbfV are of a general gptture. You may arrange with Mr. idurwin^ to 
biliom I give you a letter, to forward them from Li-^crpool* and let the 
pgentsepd them to him; a little expense* Ace.* Incurred, will be repaid, 
you remember you have active* enterprising, and skilful opponents , they 
are more>-tliey are without principle* for so 1 must say ot those* who, 
like Mr. Cowell* have brib^off Mr. Vf.'s actors,'* and of Mr. Simpson, 
who said* jtiCt Warren get out who he will* I will have them in New 
York in a moQth.v 1 say this to show you necessity of exertion* of 
oafition* and of making your contracts explicit and positive. 

** I also say go to induce you to procure performers of more attraction 
than those which the dreut habits of Mr* Rallam have enabled him to 
salectft Remember the comparison will he between those selected by 
Itallam and Mr- M^lbayss- it will be the test of your judgment and y our 
^ta, and 1 Jteel satisfied you;wUl surpass in both. 1 recommend to you, 
bid wilt get Warren to confirm it, if the payment of the passage out 
abmnd be made an insurmountable objection* with a performer of high 
idtammentf* that you agree to pay it* supulating that if Warren, to repay 
liimialf, desires to put up a benefit* m hu or her ntmc, he may do it. It 
wiU be very unfortunate* if* under auch an arrangement, we ^ould not be 
lepaid the cost of the passage^ The plan of making the weekly salary 
less* and paying the passage* is a good one. 

*' you a good voyage, and requesting you to say to Mrs. 

W#K|^y«s* if 1 can be of any service to her while you arc abroad* she may 
ooininaiid me* lam yours* very respectfully, 

, (Signed) Ricitaan PETane* 

" ** P.S —Let me recommend to you to call upon the stars in London* all 

you think may come here* and teU Uiem not to sell themadves to Price 
and Co. Put fin finicle in the Theatrical Messenger* atahng what stats 
gfit here whetf they come on their own account. I will send ypfi th^ ma* 
mhUs for this by the packet from Mew York, which sails the dtk* of 
jri%. This win break up the New York plans. This W|U let the 
coma here wijfhout Price and Simpson* aud* hi the end* will do finr 
WarzeCs scheme than they cancounteract, ^ You may leave the dglpfiaiat^ 
eertigad hy Wgrren’^ treasurer* with the pdhUaher of the article^ 
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<||^eDMot ihk «Car« #Dii^d ti>ftke with Wanen* to mtv^ 
ooi aiid he iXMiy ^te them db your return, or hetbxe. Thle JtiiSi 
httire ttro eflbcUs'ti; ,wi0 i^ve you wright wltk them, give ’Warten a 
efiendlng, and make them heaitate to eell thetoselvea to Price.” 

iyU iho oontenia of this lettet weto aftotftrards ap|n*oired by 
Hr. Wtiapxen, m Mi^ssed to mo io London. It will 

be seen that one m tl|e ^eat objeota of mj io England, 
Has to place the Ohesnnt Street Theatre bn the high ground 
feem vmch it had lat<jly redded, by treating directly with 
the fitem^ in London, iuat^^f reoeiving tlie% second-hind, 
through the managers of the Park Theatre^ Kew ^erk, trith 
whom it had become a fashion, to say, yon m«wt receini Ut, 

or Mrs., or kfisa on such a day, or they cannot viidt 

Fhijadei|dkia at all/* The general break-up in theaid^ 
took place $n 1829 and 18S0, alone prevented the suc- 
cess of this aoheme. Mrs. Bioman’s sucegh induced Mrs. W, 
West and Mrs. Yiniag, to* enter ^ at cnc^lnto terms, which, 
Warren retiring frmn the managetaent, prevented from being, 
carried into eSb0t« 


OHAPTEE XIV. 

Arrival In Liverpool. Meeting ^ Price and James WoMaek. Stars in 
prospect. Iliseiaftile eitoation ft the Provincial lliieati'es in regttd to 
Talent. Journey to Lonapn. An English M. P,||Qdbr of AlUaifoe, 
Offensive and Defensive, with Dr. Hart, Agent of tm Bowery Theatre. 
Engagement concluded with Mr. and Mrs. Slomah, Mrs. Austin, MisSi^ 
Glcorge, and John Thompson Norton. Numerous Engagements with 
Clever Actors. Whole Ship-load of Actors for Philadelphia. Safe 
Arrival. Pleasant Voyage. Managerial Trouble cominsnclng. The 
Opening of the Season of hnd 1S28. 

I AUBivku at Liverpool op the 20th July, and as the vessel 
was made fast to the dock, the*&rst person I saw stondiag m 
the wharf was St^en Price, at that time maua|er of Bjpury 
Lane Theatre. ]|e, and James Waliack, were, anxiously ex- 
pecting Maoready who, 1 informed them, I had left acting in 
Baltimore. They invited me to dine with them, anxious to 
hear all ike news Skom America. 1 promised to see them in the 
evening, which we Spent together, proceeding to the theatre, 
where 1 met my old friends, Meadows and Paul Bedfrad. 

Price declared to me he had no connection With American 
theatrldalsi end knew no bne, exmt Simpsuli, whom he 
wpti^'t^ more happy to serve than Warm, idaice he had out 
adrift Mr. Iteum. i reined mueh valhablh Mormathm 
from him, as is the i^hfteabouts of many aeteia I was anxitsts 
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ii0iee$ I Mxm 4)n myarti?aliiiIiOndon, thM: Hr. 
jpr|c6 ymt Aim coxuddered tlid manAgAr of tho Park TkeatrOf 
Kew 'taxk ; hower^r, from him 1 learat that Mis. Blomant 
ho iadtioed to cross the Atlantic if 1 could make her an 
ofor vorth accepting. Having been an intimate asgodate of 
Eloman, when we were together in the Gantebury company^ 
I lost no time in addressing a letter to hi^ requesting to see 
him as early as possible, «fter my airiEd m London. On the 
Xst of August we met, and eoncluded an engagement for one 
year, for the service of himself and Mrs. 3loman, for which 1 
agi^ed, o|i behalf of Hr. Warren, to pay him twenty*seven 
pounds per week, and allow him all ms traveling expenses. 
*Phis was one of the most important aa well as most sueoessful 
enj^ments I made. 

The mania for theatrical emimtion to America waa at its 

a t when I arrived in Lon&n. Dr. Hart of New York, 
ngaged a stmag reinforcement for the Bowery Theatre 
of that city. Th^ooston managers wez^ also exerting them^ 
. oelves to meet the oppodtion preparing for them by the erec- 
tion of the Tremont Thoatto, of which Pelby was to be the 
manager. Hallasn had engaged nearly an entire company for 
the mlnut Street Theatre, Philadelphia, among whom were 
Harry BmHh and John Shefton. Applications from actors of 
minor repute flocked in upon me by dosens, employing at 
<4east an hour a day to answer. My first oare was to see what 
ooUld be procured in the provincial theatres, but never was 1 
mcNpe disappointed ; with the e^ieption of Miss Huddaxt and 
Miss Kennethllboth of Birmingham, and a Mr. Hammond, at 
Liverpool, there was not an aotor worth making an offer to, 
and 1 wasidetermined, if 1 could not meet with those whom 
my judgment approved, to return to the United Btates without 
forming any engagements at all. 

Booth had strongly recommended to my notice Mr. S. 
€hapitian» as a young man of talent, worth enquiring after, 
and 1 fortunately found him in the humour to answer my pur- 
pole. His brother WilUam having been engaged for the 
Bowery Theatre, 1 had no diflculty in forming an engagement 
mutually saiasfactoiy. 1 agreed to give him five pounds per 
week, which he thought then a liberal offer, although some 
time alter his arrival in the United States, although regularly 
paid, he grumbled at exceedingly, because he found others, 
of less value to the theatre ihaxihimBelf, in receipt of higher 
, emolument. 

My next enquixy was after Mr. Bputhwell, and tmust cen- 
to my suTpnse was equal to my pleasure, in finding the 
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latigliad tlid idea ; nor do 1 ihisxk ovon our old iHendidiJ^ 
vould have induced him |o lieten ^ my overturm^ had he not 
^ve had a quarrel with l^iatou u{An the ecore of Lusmeea, 
wheU| Iriahman-Jike, acting upon the impulse of the moment^ 
he came directly from the theatre to me, and to prevent the 
poeeibility of reconoiliation, eigned his artioles hmre he leit 
my lodgings, to m^o small gratiheation, slthough muob to 
the axmoj^oe of^llietou, who tlmeatened to arrest hixp for 
breach oi ooirtraGt, if he attempted to sail for America $ and 
pchr Southwell felt uneasy until he was safely at sea on board 
the Montezuma* ^ 

Mercer and toiily next engaged my attention, a most 
valuable acquisition to^Any theatre. 1 now tried Kowbotham, 
and was equally saccessful. Mias Emery, of the Surrey 
Theatre, T was also fortunate enough to engage, and on re^ 
counting my recruits, I began to^eel proud of my success. A 
male singer was the only important person^ now wanibd, and 
here 1 was completely balded, and at last imposed upon by 
roarman, who recommended to me his pupil Hutchingfi at. 
that time engaged in the York Theatre. He was the only 
person to wliose talent I was a stranger, until I had committed 
inysidf beyond the possibility of retracting, and bad as was the 
bargain, it was Hobfeon’s choice, ** that or noneJ* I now turned 
my attention to a machinist, and materiel for a good pantq* 
mime. Mr. Henry Lowis was recommended 4 k) me by Barry* 
more, a moat able mechanic, whose failings rendered ms taXent 
a source ofmertifioation more than profit, although ho 9f»s of 

f reat service to the theatre. Master and MW Kerr, and Miss 
iawthom, together with two young ladies named Minter, 
who failed to make their appearance at the appniAted time, 
Mx, Willis as a melo-dramatio leader, completed my arrange- 
ments, and with a feeling of pride I wrote to Mr* Warren, 
inroiming him of my success in carrying out all his views. 

1 now received a note enclosed to Mr. Kenneth, the 
Hon* E. H. F. Berkeley, requesting an interview, whidh 1 
found was an application from Mrs. Austin, which I was most 
willing to entertain. She was then sin^g at Yauxhhll, 
where I went to hear her, and was so delisted with her 
voice, that on the following morning, after a few modients* 
conyetsation, 1 left two proposals for her consideration, to the 
last of which ^e replied, 

Mr«. Austin Is piepared to aoc«'dc to an engagement at Philadelphia, 
as proposed by Mr, Wemyss, fpj tvilve nights, at ten pounds stetUng per 
iiight, and a half clear beeauiflt, to take place on any day, Friday or Saturday 
excepted i the stxttigth, or any paif of the company being at Mrs. Austin's 
di'^posal on that nigh(« Mrs. Austin to appear at Philadelphia (unless in> 
disposed by the voyage) yrithin!^ Wsck after her arrival $ not to play more 
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tflui tltfee times a week, and to lie (foamnteed aneagSMUKMat Baltimovo* 
Skaring with the after the expanses : the hamnce to hettrni^he' 

tweea the parties each night; tiie pajftneat either ’VteOOf or nigh%, a*ii 
nwf please the manager.^ 

tltk irds tile apibBtaiioe of tlie oiigaffemeat» wMok wm 
avwiged, 'vrith the option of a renewal for tweWe highia longet^ 
ok the pari of the mant^er, on the same terms. 

<corr OF SKR. h. aBasmBr's motb.) 

** Mr. H. Berkeley's compliments to Mr. Kenneth, begs to aecLuamt h&n, 
that on Monday he will meet Mr. Wemyss and himbelf at Mrs. Anstm's, m 
any time Mr* Kenneth may fix, finally to arrange everything. Mr. Bcrkele*^ 
sees no obstaele, but will make eyerv remark pn paper, to the most parti- 
oiilar iota, for Mr. Wemyss* approval. Mr. Kenneth wlU be kind enough 
to aei|iudnt Mr. W. that Mrs. Austin can get an engagement at either theatre 
in New York, and appear there firaU but that she certainly h.iil * rmbider 
hdrsdf bound to Mr. Warren, anlfi respettiug all othci c ^ogeircntnin 
America, shall make a point to be guided b^ ( Mt whic.h v j ; io<«t agrees 
able or useful to the Philadelphia manager 

• ** Baspectlng the ten pounds, nightly, Mi«». Au dm \n1) n )v giddl (* 
by Colonel Berkeley, who arrives on Satiuda'j it Detkti \ b^u^e iiKt it 
was owing to his opinion, that she made fbe } n pOsal but it h is removed 
much ohJecticm in her mind to find Mr. Wetnyss leady to moif tin terms, 
as it elflorly proves his good opinion of the venn re. In slir rt M > iJt i ki ley 
merely proposes Hobday, because of the nrntai oi Ins br >thci , the ncics- 
sity of attending to whom, Mr, Kenneth con ^ ery well undtistand ' 


lJ«re vrw ^ groat point gained in a negooiati(yi for a star : 
tho ChoBBTit Street Theatre receiving a preference to either 
thol^arh ot Bowei7 Theatres of New Toik, and through a 
OQkroe whieh might hereafter be turned to great advantage. 
Th^ patronhgfi of Colonel Berkeley to theatres and theatricals 
in l4^don, being too well known to require comment. 

It was imoonsequence of this engagement, which was con< 
chfde^nu the Monday, that John Thompson Norton, the trum- 
petev, par ^dUnee, was engaged to try his fortune in the 
wasted world-*an acquisition to the orchestra of no mean 

val;4t« 

On the Tnesday, August 21st, I found the following note 
upon my table. 

** Pr. Hart, of New York, has had the pleasure of waiting on Mr. Wemyss, 
on business relative to the Philadelphia Theatre. Tf it will suit f hi entire 
convenience of Mr. W., Dr. Hart will bo glad to see him any time to-moi- 
row, between 12 and 5 o'clock, at his residence, No. 14, Pall MaU. 

« Tuesday, Ang, 21, 182^.*' ^ 

I mattd xaea. De, Hait at tbs api^liod tine j the naiilt 
nM tStt^BSeSenwet «f Miwe«jZ|ge,2e apipeMfoPliilaSelil^ 
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He also an ofEer which 1 ^eed to^ subject to the filial 
^^roval (X^ Mr. in Phiiao^j^ia. It was, if the Bowery 

Theatre Of KeW York, of which he was the a^ent in Londoli. 
would receive such etara ea we engaged, on fair and reciprocal 
terms that the Philadelphia Theatre would enter into an ax> 
ranrement to exdlude entirely every star known to be imported 
by Price and Simpson, and lend our aid to the engagement of 
Braham and Madame Testris, for the Bowery sOid Philadel- 
phia theatres. Dr. Hart farther pieced himself, if Warren 
agreed to this arrangement, that the French Dancers, now on 
their way to America, or any auxiliary aid from their oom* 
pany, which could frustrate the views of the H'ew Xork imtn- 
ager, in Philadelphia, should be at our disposal, by giving one 
week’s notice. He honestly confessed these offers -were not 
made that they loved us more, but that they hated the Paiti 
most. 

This was a strong blow aimed at the prosperity of the Park 
Theatre, which, if the Boston managers, who were also tired 
of theiv tliia-ldom, had entered into, would have placed Price 
<and S.irij^ son in the jitnation oi suppliants, rather than the* 
dc^poi whith they had hitherto proved. 

^liilcrt was tht first to break this arrangement by an 
]u '*]n itioii, stating tliat Miss George was engaged only for the 
Bo <n V ’Oheatre any other announcement to the conixaty nbt'* 
withstaudinc:, while £ had a written engagement in my pos- 
BCBsion, whicii, in jastitication, 1 publisheaat full leuj^h fu 
the newspapers oi the day £. Forrest also, whose movements 
were dictated hy the Bowery manager, to whom he was then 
engaged, formed an -ther obstacle to the fulfilment of the in« 
teresis of both theatres, that no good was ultimately gained by 
either party from preliminaries which promised so fa&ly. 

Had Gilfert acted in good faith towards Mr. Warren, iffie 
"ark. Q'hcatre mast have lost the omnipotent name of tAe fa&> 
atre ; for, during tho winter of 1827 and 1828, it presented the 
uncommon spectacle of being dependent, for foreign attraotioUi 
almost entirely upon the importation of other theatres ; Clara 
Fisher and Mr. Ilom being the only new stars over whom 
exercised any control. ^ 

But tho first proposition made to the Bowery Theatre^ to 
PKchpnge stars on fair and reciprocal terms, in the pevaon bf 
M 1 Sloman for Mr. B. Forrest ; (and every body who recojt- 
'iny thing about theatrical representations knows that 
Mrs. Sioman’s first engagement was a suocesMon of well-filled 
houses, the worst of which was better than any house Mf. 
B. Forrest had ever attracted to the Ohesnut Street Theatre, 
at i/tue time, except on the occasion of his benefit,} was re« 
ceived alrhost as an insult, both to the lady and the manage* 
mefit. 
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ThediaaTOValofSr. Hsrt’aftaihoiiij' to enter into aayanch 
ftinangOAioiit# the ooelneoi that fidlowedp healed the preach 

ivhich was threatened between the Park Theatre and the €hes* 
nutSti^et Theatre; Mr. Warreb being perfectly willing to 
fcKtfni a treaty^ offensive and defenBive^ with the Bowery Thea* 
tre, but by no means anxious merely to change masters, v-hioh 
appeared to be Hr. Gilferts's view of the alliance. 

On the 8th of September, I embarked at Liverpool, on board 
the Montezuma, Captain West, on my return to Philadelphia, 
aooompanied by Mr. and Mrs. Southwell^ son and servant ; 
Mr. S. Chapman and brother; Mr- Hutchings ; Mr. and Mrs. 
Mercer, and son; Miss Emery; Mr. J. T. Norton; Mr. Willis; 
Mr., Mrs., and Miss Ker ; Miss Hawthorn and Miss Werghman; 
Mr. and Mrs. Lewis, and family ; leaving Mr. and Mrs. Sloman ; 
Mrs. Austin ; Miss George ; Miss Minter ; and Mr. and Mrs. 
Bobotham, to follow as early as possible. 

1 must do Captain West the justice to say he xnad^ us all as 
comfortable, as it was possible under tho circumstances, to be ; 
ja merrier set seldom crossed the Atlantic in. company. Wc 
bad one masquerade, two or three concerts, which, considering 
musical talent, were excellent, indeed— better than an 
audience assembled on shore paid a dollar per ticket to hoar— 
and several dances, which we must honour with the name of 
ball; all this tending to make a summer passage a pleasant 
ysmge. 

On the 17th of October, 1827, I left the ship, with the 
Icditer bag, proceeding up to town on the Norfolk steamboat, 
reported myself to Mr. Warren, found my wife and children 
‘in excellent health, and myself once more at my own fire- 
side- If a man wishes to know the comforts of homo, let him 
be abseut three or four months, with a wide expanse of water 
dividing him from those he holds most dear. It was within 
one day^of four months, since I parted from my wife, during 
which time 1 had not been stationary one day ; having been 
either on board a ship, a steamboat, or a mail ooaeh,”at some 
period during each twenty-four hours of my^ absence from 
America. 

Mr. Davis’s company of French comedians were acting in 
the Ohesnut Street Theatre. The policy of thi<? movement 
has been much doubted ; certain it is that tho fashionables of 
Philadelphia mustered so strong in their support, that Mr. 
Davis was induced to repeat his visit each succeeding summer ; 
but it had a most sinister efifcct upon the opening of the 
l(lngUsh season. Noiwithstviding Mr. Warren had expended 
between five and six thousand dollars for auxiliary aid, the 
baud having been augmented by recruits irom Germany, 
uudsr the mrection of Mr. Braun, making the orchestra the 
tho rhost complete ever within the walls of an 
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AjftorieAti thm^ fei fhe MoaiptB of the fint we(& fi^ dittt 
of the nightly expenditnxe. It tn^ not imtil the production 
of Evf^&e/’ and tho ** Benooi^tfO,'’ that the se^n began to 
aesume a favotuable appearance^ and was brought to a most 
successful olose# 

On the 24th of October^ a concert was giren, to introduce 
the new band with eplat ; in which I had the satisfadUoii of 
hearing Mr. Willis alone encored. This 1 loolsed u^on as 
fayourable omen^ and received many oongratulationB &om my 
friends. 

ThO theatre wns announced to open on the 2dth, with 
“ Borneo and duliet/* and ** Is he Jealous,” to give Mr. South* 
well m opportunity of appearing in Borneo. I soon dis^ 
covered that the stage manager's situation was not to bo a 
bed of roses. 1 received no less than seven anonynoua letters 
upon the subject of Miss Warren’s playing Juliet, 

Southwell, however, made quite a lut in BomcC, and Miss 
Warren, notwithstanding all the hints of secret foes, played 
Juliet very prettily. On the following evening Mr. Mercer, 
and Mr. Hutchings made their bow ; the former gentleman 
becoming at once a decided favourite. Mr. S. Chapman made 
Mb appearance as Pierre, in " Venice Preserved,” under most 
unfavourable circumstances: Mr. Wood having been m* 
nounoed for the part, but unable from sickness to play. Miss 
Emery was the Belvidera. Hr. Norton also ntade nis first ap- 
pearance. The h QUses during these preliminary arrangements 
were very bad, but on the production of Bvadne,” in which, 
for the first time* all the strangers wore placed before the 
audience in one play, cariosity filled the house, and from that 
moment prosperity bepm to dawn. At conclusion of the 
play Mr. Warren publicly returned me his thanks for the able 
manner in which I had accomplished his mission. 

The nex.t successful step was the production of a new comedy 
entitled Ahe ** Benoontre/’ wMob, with ** Evadne,’* filled tlm 
house for several nights. The non-arrival of Mrs. Austiui as 
expected, by the Bobert Edwards, had left me in uncertainty 
as to my movements with regard to stars ; therefore, it Was 
fortunate that the public appreciated the efforts of out teally 
good stock company. 

On the 14th of September Mr, Charles Horn made his first 
appearance in PhUadelphia, as Young Meadows, in * Love in 
a village,” Mrs. Enight playing Bosetta ; although t*he first 
st^ of the season, they were n^ very successihl. 

On the 26th, T received the liaBcwing letter firom the Hon. 
P.ILP. Berkeley:- ' 
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Algdnquiu/ <ai; Sunday^ Kov» 1&S7« 

«' My i^UM SrEt 

*« Mrii« Auathif Mrti, filomui, and Mr. SllMocn# are lf«re> all In 
haaltli^aa Wlas 

•* Yourg, truly, 

(Signed) *' F. H. F. 

1?his ttES a weight ramoyed Irom my mind, although ik Wttet 
tmfortunate ; the two stars, from whom 1 expected moat# 
arriving in the same vessel. Had Mrs. Austin have dome, A 
arranged, by the Kobert Edwards, the money paid to Hr& 
Hern and Mrs. Knight would have been saved to the treasniy, 
aad her own reception would haVe be^i more to her scdasfhc- 
tion. She made her hrst appearance in America^ at i&e 
Qhesnnt-stmet Theatre, Deoeml^ 10th, 1827. 

> 

• Mbs. AITSTIH. 

This lady, urho became so popular in Hew York, aS the first 
representative of Cinderella in the United States, imd who, 
in conjunction with Hr. Jones, made English Opera fashion- 
able, was en^ged by me in London for the Chesnutstreet 
Theatre, Phuadelphia. She made her first appearance as 
Bosetth, in ** Love in a Tillage:” the brilliant style in which 
she nxeouted the music at once establiidied her reputation as 
a finger of more than ordinary talent, but the taste for musio 
and the opera was in its infancy ; to Hr. Warren belongs the 
m'cdit of its enltivation. The excellent orohestra of w year 
Ifi27 and 1828, provided for the Ohesnut-street Theatrd, de- 
served a better fate than to be scattered throughout the 
Union, Three years later, such music within the walls of a 
itieatre would nave foim^ no inconsiderable portion of the 
evening’s attraction. 

Mrs. Austin’s engagement, although rich in reputation. Was 
a ihiiure, in the moat important matter to the llimager, 

money.” Bveiy body who heard her sing, praised Kr ; but 
ciremnstanoesy beyond the control of the theatre, and an un- 
manly attack in the columns of a newspaper, to gpitify the 
feelings of parties who must not be mentioned, mduoed the 
ladies to absent themselves on the nights of her performanoe. 
This pra^ndlce, unjustly fostered against her at a later peilod, 
she entirely surmounted, and heoame a groat fsTjourite. She 
tdayed Eosetta, Imoy Bertram, Bosina, Hargarotta, Elorenee 
m* Xioom Diana Yemon, Hary Copp, and for her benefit re- 
Dr. Ames’a opera of Artaxerxes,” id which she iave 
the music of Handane with splendid effeot; Hercer playing 
Artahanes; Hutchings, Aibaoes; Miss. Ei Jefferson, Axtakerxes; 
and Mn- Parley* Irene* I quesl^ if the opera was eter better 
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pexfdniidd ixl Ajoieritja ihaa on thUi ooo^aion. Bho procoeded 
to Kew Torki wbevetihe became a reigning fayottritOa ae^^ted 
by Horn and Mr^ Pearrtian-^repdring the -vround Mrs. Sloman'e 
success bad indicted updn her vanityi^ and turning the tabled 
as far as attraction was concerned^ decidedly in her fayour. 


CHAPTEB XT. 

Mi«> Sloman’s First Appearanoe^iii America. Great Iteoeipts. docid 
Generalship. nidiculous Habits. Mrs. Austin. E. Forrest !Play 
o£ the "Usurper,*^ Grand Flare tJp. After Thunder, CleSt Wefr 
thet Again. 

The 7th of December, 1827, was a day of anxiety. On that 
evening Mrs. Sloman made her ^rst appearance as Isabella, 
in the ''Fatal Mafriage.” To me her sucoess or failure was a 
matter of great importance ; for, as the first star imported for 
the Philadelphia Theatre, our future exertions would be 
guided by her reception. She was an old acquaintance ; her 
husband had been an intimate companion, in the happiest 
days of my strolling career. Mr. Warren was pledged, 
through me, to pay her twenty pounds sterling per week, for 
one year ; it cannot, therefore, be a matter. of surprise that I 
exerted myself to the utmost ih her favour, that 1 entered 
the theatre full of fears for the result, with the one hope, so 
spendidly realized, that she might please the audience. 

The house was only indifferently filled, but the pit was 
overflowing, and her sucoess triumphant. 

Mits. SLOMAN 

produced a greater sensation, and drew more money for thir- 
teen suecessive nights, than any star who had hitherto graced 
the boards of the Ohesnut Street Theatre. She was a oom- 
pound of faults and beauties, in the art of acting— so blended 
that it Was at times diffi.cult to say whether her peribmanoe 
was really good, or very bad, but it seldom f^led to pleeso 
her audience. 

When 1 first saw her, in Canterbury, in 1818, she was, as 
Miss Whitaker, a pretty and a clever girl, playing singing 
<diainbennaids, in which she was a great favourite ; she then 
beoame the wife of Mr. Henry Do^n, (the managers son,) 
and by her kindness and attention to his Comfort, during a 
lohg and tedious illness, ao()uired the estimation of all who 
knew W. Some years after hhi death she became the wifb 
of SCr. Sloman, and made her appwance as a tragic 
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aottei^r witb ittLdCG9$» At OovdRt Garden Theatre. Her repn- 
taiion, elded hy the recommendation of Hr. Priee^ indnoed 
me to me^e the olfer^ on behalf of the Philadelphia Theatre, 
iirhich her hoshand accepted. On the Urst night of her ap> 
pearanoe in America, very few ladies graced the boxes, bnt 
the impression made upon the audience^ in the character of 
Isabella, was so farotirable that at an early hour on the fol- 
lowing morning the doors were besieged by an anxious crowd, 
waiting to secure places in the boxes, which, on her second 
^p^rance, were HUed to OYf#!flowing, and so ' continued 
diiring her engagement. The receipts of her first perlorm^ 
ance were two hundred dollars less than any subsequent 
representation. The thirteen nights produced ten. thousmd 
six hundred and thirty dollars and seventy five eents, or 817 
doUats 75 cents per night — a result most gratifying to me 
and satis&ctory to Mr. Warren, who again thanked me, by 
Judge Hopkinson, for the able maimer in which ho was 
pleased say 1 had discharged my commisBion. 

• Mrs. Sloman played Isabella, Mrs. Haller, Belvidera; Jane 
Bhore; Juliet, Mrs. Oakley, Lady Townley ; repeating several 
of the ohMACtersby request In. ‘‘Jane Shore,” where Mbs 
Bmery, (who had become an established favourite) played 
Alicia, there was quite an animated contest for superiority — 
ICr, Matthew Carey, whose opinion was of some value in such 
matters, openly declaring his preference for Miss Emery, who 
was a valuable actress. This difference of opinion was of ser- 
vice to the treasury. 

Mrs. Slomah left ua, for the Federal Street Theatre, in 
Boston, where the same success did not attend her efforts ; 
while in the Paik Theatre, Hew York, Simpson proved for 
oncp a good general, by crowing her with superior attraction, 
on the nights on which she did "not appear : Mr. Horn, Mr. 
Fearman and Mrs. Austin, playing together in opera three 
nights a week, while Mrs. Sloman, unsupported, occupied 
the other three. 

With her first success terminated her attraction. So fickle 
is the public mind, that on her return to Philadelphia, before 
the close of the season, she could not attract a single dollar. 
The same thing occurred to Clara Fisher, whose first engage- 
ment was only edipsed by Mrs. Sloman's. 

Mr. SJomau made his bow to an American audience, on the 
oocasiou of his wife^s benefit, December 1 7th. His comic 
singing proved very attractive, giving a fresh impetus to the 
dfidret of the audience for a re-engagement of Mrs. |Uoman. 
W^^Bioman*s acting, having the advantage of many miginal 
was oonsidered good by many cr||ics; however, I cannot 
prdM>tu:ice it so. iHa singing was exodlent; and in that 
alone consisted the secret of nis great bonefits throughout 
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the United StMiOe* It wee only from this ecmroe in STew 
York that the onga^oment of Mr* and Mrs* Slonxan paid Jiltr* 
Warren, 

While upon the subject of Kew York theatricals, tbe 
managers there have a foolish habit of announcing pieces for 
representation for the time in America, which have fro* 
quently been played in Philadelphia, deceiving only them- 
selves by this miserable trick, and provoking coxnpariumns by 
no moans favourable to their managerial enterprise. Ae t^ns : 
a Philadelphian visits New York^ inquires for a play bill, 
sees a piece thu^ announced, and naturally enough says, ** Why, 
have you not seen ikat^ yeti your managers must have |»eOn 
asleep ; it has been acted in our city six months ago.” 

Mrs. Austin having proceeded to New York, the nights 
vacated were assigned to Mr. E. Porrcst, on condition that be 
should return and finiali the engagement, on the *oth of 
March. He appeared as Brutus, in Howard X^ayne's tragedy, 
on the 5th of January, but the houses were indifferently at- 
tended ; but it must be remomberod at this time Mr. Eoprctt 
had not acquired the fame which afterwards enabled him to 
dictate terms to managers. He was climbing the hill with 
rapid strides, bat had not reached its summit* 

On the 2Gth of December, 1827, the long announced tragedy 
of the “ Usurper,’" written by Dr. M’ Henry, was produced. 
Ere 1 speak of its reception by the public, let me state that 
Dr. M’Honry cast the oharactera himself, selecting those 
actors he thought best qualiffed to give b^m support. 1 record 
tills, to show the feeling whioh existed towards him as an 
author, and the disposition of the management to afford him 
every faoility in their power, which could contribute to hia 
success. 

The Doctor received an assurance, that so long ds the 
tragedy would draw the nightly expenses incident^ to the 
performances, (800 dollars,) it should be repeated. The news- 
papers were zealous in their endeavours to aid his cause, and 
a writer in the Saturday Post went so far as to say, “In 
Europe, on a piece being more than commonly succeggful, it 
was the practice of the audience to call for its repetition by 
name,^ Here the cue of action was distinctly given. The 
night of performance arrived. Tho prologue, written by 
James S. Barker, Esq., fell to my lot. I will first give the 
dramatis per^m ; for since that eventful night, the infant, 
whose death is announced in the second scene, which incidc^nt 
hadjUparly upset the gravity of the spectators, has grown up 
iuidm$eome a talker on his own behalf ; wibether the play be 
improved by the aUeration, I leave tibose'who witnessed it#' 
perionnanoe, and (imoe ihe Doctors resolution ** to wint if, 
and tfwme tAe/qol^ D have had oourage to read it, to deoido* 
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TfiB USTTRPKB. 

Oobtlia Usurper) Mr. Southwell; Labra, King of Unn- 
etor^ Mr. Brown; Mahon^ (rigthtfui heir to the throne) Mr. 
Meiroer; BarCholon, Mr. B Chapman; Arch Dirtiid, (confidant 
to €chiha) Mr. Wood ; Ooxmal, Mr. Hayl; Athmore, Mr, 
HathwoU; Hermod, Mr. Brumijriond ; Cathal, Mr. Barley: 
Cla»«ftgh, Mr. Whecftley ; Pirst Chief, Mr. Parker ; Second 
Chief, Ml*. Murray; Third Chief, Mr. Delarne; Pirst Soldier, 
Mr. Klett ; Second Soldier, Mr. Lyons ; Third Soldier, Mr. 
Beniyall , Pirst liard, Mr. Hutehings; Second Bard/ Mr. Jefter- 
son, Prio8te<»8, Mi-^s Emery ; Elifiaor, Mibb Warren ; Moieat, 
Barley; Servant, Miss Hath well 
Music composed expressly for the piece by Mr. Willifl. 

The Prologue written by James S. Barker, Esq, to be spoken 
by Mr. Wemyaa, 

' ^ PBOLOaTTB. 

* l^'rom that romantlo I^lc^, whose cmarald plains 
In smilmg ^ erdure, hide their sangmne status } 

The land of heroes, and by patriots trod. 

The land of lovers, and the hard’s abode. 

From Erin borne on poesy’s magic wing. 

The chiefs of other da'\ s we hither bring , 

To claim wlthm this hospitable dome, 

A stranger’s welcome, in a stranger’s home. 

The poet of the scene, who trembling woos. 

To night the favour of the tragic muse. 

Though nottinknown to you, his tuneful page. 

For the first 4me presumes to tread the Stage; 

And consul OU8 of the peril, suppltant bends 
Before a jury of Indulgent friend s. 

Mot hts the stram, where fabling numbers flows, 

4nd turgid dioUon speaks fictitious woe ; 

In nature’s language he essays the art. 

To reach the judgment, and to ton?h the heart. 

From the historic page his theme he drawo;, 

And days when Erin dared give Erin laws. 

What time the sage’s volee and soldier’s call, 

And bards’ proud anthem rang through Tara’s XIall , 

While Erin's priests yet held their Druid rite. 

And Enn^s warriors dared for Erin fight, 

6ur poet’s pencil paints the morel scene, 

Teaching what ought to be, by what has been, 
lio i the red fratricide, whose regal vest. 

Clasps scorpion oonselenoe closer to his breast , 

Or the arch hypocrite, whose holy guise. 

Cheats, for a season only, mortal eyes. 

Hurl’d from a throne, or from the altar dfrv’n; 

Detested, scorn’d i^man^ dopdemned of Hea^’n 
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While in the patriot prino^i and ftdthful nudd# 

And generous fnend, the living truths portrayed* 
That MTtttc, Ijriendshlpj and unspotted lovej 
On earth revered, draw blessings trom above. 

Such was ibegenuine drama’s moral School, 

The drama scorned by bigot and by fool; 

When with the energy of wisdom fraught, 

The Addisons, and Steeles, and Johnsons taught. 
And though to-night, wc boast no golden name, 
|,ike theirs, bright sparkling on the scroll Of fbme, 
l«et the endeavour to uphold the laws 
OAthe pure drama, and great virtue’s cause, 
Secure the patient heading for our bard. 

The candid judgment, and the Just reward. 


WeU would it have beeu for Dr. M’Heuy’s causO) had, hifl 
tragedy contained but half the merit of this prologue. Kot- 
witbstanding the exertions of hia frie'hds, I never witnessed 
a more complete failure. It i« true, that as the curtain foil, 
many young men, fond of making a noise, and delighting in 
the prospect of a theatrical row^ vo^ifetoualy eaUod for the 
^uthoi;, and a repetition of the play, which I promised for the 
following Thursday, announcing it in the play bills as follows : 

** The Usurper having besn unanimously called for by the audience on 
.ts first representation. Will bo played again on Thursday next." 

For this, 1 received the thanks of the author, and, until the 
termination of the next performance, 1 was eircty thing that 
gratitude could make me ; I even received a present of one of 
the author’s poems, accompanied with, **hom his assured 
friend, Dr. M’Henry,” written by his own band, on the title- 
page, The second night, producing one hundred dollajs less 
than the amount of the exponses, released me from all pro- 
mises, and turried the gratitude of Dr, M’Henry to gall ; and 
in an instant I was transformed from one of the best to oUe 
of the worst of human beings. 

. T'he play of the Usurper had been accepted for representa- 
tion by Mr. Warren, previoiis to my return ftom Bogland; 
the hope of success was deemed by D& H’Henry a sumeient 
remuneration. He now demanded a imri reprOsentfition, for 
the benefit of the author, founding his ckUn upon the Wg® 
of the large theatres, in Dondou. To this arrangement, many 
objections prewentod ^ewkstlves ; one of the grastei^ magni- 
tode wee, the night widied Was pre-oOodpied, Mr. Matthew 
Card^r^ whose pfil^thropr got thd bitter of hts 

Judment, pitevailed upoh Mr. wafM U Idt the tuthor hafe 
i^eboon desired, he giving seou^iy for three hmij^ed doltam 
Having perforttied my di^ tow author and the pdbUc, 1 
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did Aot fbel ixieUned to let tike reBpomdbiUtjr of thifl perform- 
xoance rest upoto me : but without any intention of woundine 
T)r. M’Henry'e feelinge, I announced hie benefit in the foE 
lowing notice 

In consequence of the persevering and unceasing application of Br. 
M’HOnry and his friend6> the tragedy of the Usurper will b« played for 
the tldH al^d last time at this theatre, on Friday, the Ist of February, fhr 
the benefit of the author.**’ 

My only object, in thig announcement, was to prove lio those 
who were in the habit of frequeotii^ the theatre— to whom 
the play was really obnoxious— that it was the author^s doing, 
not the manager's. I was therefore surprised to read in the 
United States* Gazette of the 30l;h of January, 183$, the 
following 


«TO THE PUBLIC. 

** It is wcU'lthown to the play*golng portion of the Inhabitants of Phila- 
delphia, that a new tragedy of my composition, has recently been twice 
performed at the Ohesnut Street The|iktrc, and that it received on both 
occasions the approbation of the audiences. A few days after the second 
representation, 1 was induced by the'numcrous inquiries that were made 
at my J^ousc by respectable individuals, relative to the time when a third 
reprdsentation, which it wq|^ supposed would be for my benefit, would take 
place, toapply to the managers for information. To this application, Mr. 
Weroyss repllCil in a style of ambiguity, which occasioned me to require 
from him a verbal explanation. This ho gave in so abrupt a manner, 
that 1 resolved to hold no more communication with him. .Some (if my 
fHend$, however, conceiving that 1 was uiyustly treated, took up the 
matter, and praged vpan the managerg the propriety of allowing me a 
benefit. Friday evening was in cousequanceset apart for tlie purpose*. In 
appropriating to me that evening, 1 considered the managers to be acting 
towards me not only with good faith, but with good will, and 1 looked 
forward to the promised benefit for some remuneration for my labours. 

‘‘With these fisellngs, what was my surprise, when going on Monday 
night into the theatre, I found the Intended i>erformance of ‘ Tho 
Usurper* announced, in a manner and In terms, highly insulting to iny 
friends and to myself, and calculated to destroy all my prospects of profit 
from a benefit. * In consequence of the persevering and unceasing appli- 
caAojx Of Dr. M’Henry and his friends, tho tragedy of ‘ The Usurper* will 
he k*i*yed for the third and last time at this Theatre, cm Thursday next, 
Februairy 1st, for the benefit of the author.’ 

Coi^ent on the evident design and tendency of such an announce- 
ment ii unnecessary. It might be observed, however, that the foregoing 
statement o^rds a positive contradiction to the assertion, that 1 had made 
persevering ^nd unceasing applications for n benefit ; I had, in fact, never 
Applied lint once. 

Under these circumstances, 1 hope an allowable degnee of self-respect 
'Will be admitted by those who are deslrQue to witpess another ropreecnta; 



THSATBXOAL 125 

tion 6f * The tJsurpcr/ m va Apology for my prohibiting that rcftt^gc^- 
tiouj vrhieh I liate (|bne« In a note addressed to Mr. Warren. 

** From the sympathy and support of a generous and eulightenptl 
public — the public of Philadelphia — ftom Whom I ^ive never failed to 
receive justice and lUndnebs> if I were to seek for redress in the present 
instance^ 1 know 1 should find il. Many magnanimous minds would fed 
pleasure in taking part with an individnal so clearly ill Ireateih and m 
teaching arbitrary managers of theatres, that they ought not altogether to 
disregard the approbation of a cojnmumty* which can never a||atoVe of 
injustice and oppression. Put I ask no redress. My fellow-eitiaemi. 1 am 
persuaded, will contmuc to manifest towards me that good will, which 1 
have experienced Aom them, apd which forms, at this moment, my prido 
as well as my consolation. 

Jan. 50th, 1^28.” (Signed) M’Hbnry." 

Here ia as pretty a piece of incendiaHsm as ever emanated 
from thorpen of mortal man ; the object decidedly " a row,"' 
Dr. M*Heniy asserts to the public that he made but one 
application for a benefit. Mark his own words : not content 
with my answer to his application, he sought a personal inters 
view, and after that resolved to hold no farther oommunicG^ 
tion with me: but (mark this) his friends conceived he was 
unjustly treated, and from his statement it appears, thetf took 
up the subject, which he had resolved to abandon, and pressed 
upon the managers the propriety of allowing me a benefit.^* 
BqJl — nonseme ! If he had not urged the matter, few of his 
friends would have cared a straw about timber the Usurper, or 
the theatre ; and if this be not perseverance for the att^n- 
ment of an object, I am at a loss to know what is. 

But to dismiss the Doctor and his tragedy, on whom I have 
already wasted too much space. 

On the evening following the let of February, the night 
originally appropriated for the author’s benefit, previous to the 
play of The Wonder,” a placard reading thus . 

Usurper. 

Benefit 

- For the Author,*' 

was placed in my hands, which was freely disttibuted in the 
front of the theatre. How, what will an enlightened and 
liberal public say of the man who, after publicly rcliuqaiehiiig 
his right to a benefit, should take such means to obta^lt, 
The late Samuel Chapman very facetiously interlined 
placard, thus : — * ^ ^ 

The Fublio is respectfully informed that the ^ 
Usurper 

declines taHng any 

y Benefit i 

Df^MKenty leing ashamed af passing 

For the Author.*’ 


4 / 
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Jli It the ffreee^room for m^eml ^ays, 

and wae enjoyed Vfm the I)hotof a Mentis^ ^ an eBeeuSlt 

i . 

IThte ^ai the |M tlma 1 had inoitmd the dibipleasare of the 
attdlefXhe* aa e wiAagei* ; and neyer, in any cahe, was it less 
deSe^tred, 1 had performed more than my duty to the author ; 
1 h^ deveted my time, and Mr. Watren had eipended his 
xdon^i on a thanKless Bpeouiation. 

M'Heniy has dnoe t1i6u|hi proptf to alter hiS fitst 
bantling, as he terms the Usurper, and prodtleed it at the 
Aren Street Theatre, where its reception wasi equitocaj ; 
and nothing canrescne it from the oblivion to which It is now 
consigned, with the pleasing recollection to sl|e dutho^, of 
being twice damned ; although in his preface ho assorts it 
was received hy two audiences, at the Ghesnut Street Theatre 
with every mark of approbation, and only withdrawn because 
, he oonsi<iered the conauot of the acting qiana^r, (i!neaning 
n|e^} to be grossly insulting towards himself and his friends ; 
although in doing so, ho was aware of making a considerable 
sacrifice of h|s pecuniary interests. 

N%1 fuit tarn zmpar tibu” 

I have proved that every e^tertion was used by him to reap, if 
possible, the peCuniaQr advantage, alluded to, and tho most 
unfair means resorted to, to make the public aid his design. 
His attempt to create a disturbance in the theatre failed; but 
the first fruits of hislpter enmity were severely felt by me in 
yjposition as manager, ^ 

The old story of slighting native talent, (native talent, in 
this instance, at least, born in Ireland,) and treating America 
with disreapecty was revived; some persons carrying their 
malignity so far at to accuse pie of having forbidden the 
orchestra to play the national airs, nightly c^led for by the 
audience. 

To shield myself from this unmanly and insidious attack, 1 
was compelled to address the public, at the end of the play- 
bills, which 1 did on the 3rd cf February, thus 

ro fHB rrswe- 

"A leport being in etrculatioii, that I had forbidden the qrcheetra to 
play the National Airb, 1 leave respectfixlly to inform the public, that 
firom forbidding them, t have frequently given orders that one or 
^lould be played every evening; and from this date, the following 
'agngemsnt will take place previous to the commencement of the play 
nmnl ^nd will perform the Overture of the piece, oi such overture as the 
Btatenjl^ Ihe orchestra may see fit to substitute. Between the play and the 
persevwF^^ night, the time will be exelunvely appropriated to 
appiiedlk katiovai. axss. 

«* r Toq jM anangement will prove satisfactory to all parties, and at once 
Will be adn^« snenstrow# caltmnst^ It Is my sinoere uSidi, sad Mr. War- 



TEIATBi:C4]b 910CIRAP9T. 


ni 


renVi iutemt* that individuiA vlio oontiibutca in the sligl^te«fc de- 
gree to the finjpport of the theatre, lihould leave, if possible, petIhPtly 
satisfied with the evening’s amusemont. 

, P. Cf llTpMyss, 

*' Tbbatiib, Feb, find, ISfifi." fitage Mankgjet.»‘ 

^ • 

. ) 

Thia order, publidy given, annoyed poor Bratln, tlio leader, 
who could not endure the frequent repetition of " Yankee 
Doodle/* to the exoluaion of Mozart, Wel^r, ; not dhteaing 
into the national feeling, which made it the moat agreeable 
to an American ear. 

I do not acchae Dr. M’Henry or his friends, of circnlating 
these rephttsi but it ia an unmrtunate coincidence, thdt the 
accusation in the newspapers appeared simultaneouBly with 
Dr. M'Henxy’s appeal; and since the Bracas about Harry 
Herbert, a predilection for England and her institutions has 
been received as my oreed. !uove of our native country is 
implanted by nature in our bosoms, and I most wardily ap- 
plaud it, wherever met. Much as I have suffered from wilful 
misrepreaentation, I admire that feeling of patriotignji which 
will not brook even a breath of insult from the lips of a 
foreigner. 1 have always regarded the institutions of America 
with pride, while I never shrink from defending my native 
Ijugland, when unjustly assailed. My feelings towards 
America and England cannot be better exptessed, than in 
slightly altering the toast of a worthy Irish baronet, in the 
farce of the Sleep-Walker.** Speaking 8f England, 

'‘May the gentlemen of your country, and mine, never 
meet in altercation, but iu good humour, over a bottle/’ 

Suoh should be the feeling of every Englishman towards an 
American, and every American towards an Englishman. 


CHAPTER XVL 

Mis$l George. Mm Keflly. Mfiss Clara Flaber. LilHputian the Third. 
Red nover. EyceUent Prologue. Loud Talking of a third Theatre. 
The Divine Celeste. Actors’ Benefits. Colonel M’Cahen’s First 
attempt at Acting. Mr. Cooper’s Return from England. Forrest and 
Cooper ID the same Play. Opera. First Appearance of Mr. and ^rs. 
Rowbotham in America. An Elopement. Spirit of Brush at the 
Third Heat. The Chesnut as it Again. Victorious. The Gnome 
King vs. Sleeping Beauty, Close of a moat Splendid Season, 

On the 10th of January, Miss Qcorge, of whom so much had 
been said, made her api^aranoe iu FhUadelphi«L as Susanna, 
in th^ o^a of the ** Marriage cdf Figaro.*^ She was much 
iqfrri^ te AivstiO} fiS » liogmr; attracting but Utt)c 
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notice^ except ia the petite comedy^of ^‘Twaa I, or the Tmth 
a Irfie,” in which she sung " The Wonny Breasthnois^’’ mu^ 
to the satislhction of the audience. Miss Kelly played a very 
snooeBsfal engagsiuenl, cteznenoing^n the 2nd ot February, 
with ‘Donna vraanto in the ** Wonder.’* On the 17th of 
February, quite a novelty ^aa placed before the audience, in 
the shape of a now opera, by Kotesbue, in German, in which 
Mr. Braun and Mr. Mercer, were partioularly happy. The 
oveiture was pej-formed entirely by French hornn, and en- 
thusiastically enoored. 

On Wednesday, the 20th of February, 1828, Keynolds* 
comedy of '^The Will,” was performed, for the purpose of 
introducing 


MISB OLAEA. FISHKB. 

Although in France, ** the chU^revCe theair^* frequently pro- 
duces an extraordinary juvenile actor, precodous dramatic 
talent has rarely met with sucoess In England or the United 
Btates, where people gejnerally have something of more ini- 
portanuo to occupy their time, than listening to children as- 
suming the garb and manners of men and women. 

Master Betty, the young Kosoius, so termed ; the young 
lady whose name I am recordings and Master Burke, whose 
mujBical talent enlisted public ouriDsity in his favour, are ex- 
ceptions to this general rule. 

Miss Clara Fisher, when only six years of age, was indeed a 
rttfU avis ; and the judicious manner in which sho was placed 
before the public, aided her success. In Lord Flinnip, her 
assumption of tho Qha,raoter of Eiohard the Third, surrounded 
by her pigmy warriors, was perfect ^ as the performance of a 
liilUputian, it was faultless ; as a child aj^ing .a man, it 
would have been ridiculous. Ko child was notter schooled, 
or rejected more credit on her preceptor; her powers of 
imitation wo^e carefully developed, exciting the wonder of the 
critics of London, who pronounced her a Kean in minature. 

But like all other oases of precocity, premature decay fol- 
lows j either tho public are too exacting, or the mind of the 
juvenile player breaks down from over action, ere it reaches 
maturity — there being no case on record of a child acquiring 
pj^ulanty at so early an ago who retained it in after life. 
Wiien Mish- Clara Fisher first visited the United States, her 
you^th and reputation induced crowds to visit the theati’o 
whoever her name ,wns announced. KoW, how changed her 
deetliny— surpassed by many who, in her early career, never 
dared to think of approaching her in the favour of the public. 

1 cam scarcely conceive a more painfnl situation to anr actor 
posaessing a sensitive mind, than the consclouBneBs of haying 
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Made a retrojiadeindTenkaiit in ^nblic opinion at themjrfime 
hin utmost oai^ertionB have been used to maintain a positjlon 
which all conceded him entitled to. Yet few escape this 
mortification, who commence atsthd top jmnd'of the ladder 
of iame. INc^leoted as Clara Wisher now is, her name will 
descend among the few who have arrived at eminence, when 
those who eojoy a short-lived triumph, from her supposed 
hu^iiliation, iriil be forgotten. By her exertions, a largo 
family have been respeot&ly educated, and established in life, 
while in private society, no one in the whole profession is 
more universally esteemed. This must be her consolation in 
retirement, for that fortune which she ought to have pos* 
sessed. 

Her first engagement in Philadelphia averaged upwards of 
seven hundred dollars per night, ont of which she received 
nearly four thousand dollars; but as, in the case of Mrs. 
Sloman, when she returned, all curiosity to see her had sub« 
sided ; nor do 1 rentember that she ever afterwards played a 
profitable engagement in Philadelphia — ^that is, profitable (o 
the treasury of the theatre. Her Pour Mowbrays will long 
be remembered as a finished specimen of comic acting. 

Mt. llniToughs played a night or two ; but his houses, after 
the great business we had been acting to, appeared really worse 
♦■ban they were. 

On the 2lHt of February, the " Red Rover” was produced. 
Messrs. Carey and Lea, the spirited booksellers and publishers, 
having announced Cooper’s new novel of the “ Red Roter” 
as nearly ready for delivery, a thought struck me, that if a 
copy of the novel could be procured, in advance of the publi- 
cation, and a nautical drama founded upon it, it would bo 
productive both of reputation and money. 

J waited upon these gentlemen, who, in the kindest manner, 
granted my request, stipulating only that it should not be seen 
by any person except those concerned ip our preparations. 
With my prize in my possession, I returned triumphantly to 
the theatre. I offered Mr. S. Chapman twenty dollars a night, 
for every night it should Be acted, if he would compile a drama, 
{for which he poasessed an apt talent,) such ae should meet my 
approbation, Irom the ** Red Rover,’* retaining such scenes as 
1 pointed out — the moving panorama being intended for the 
great scene, as a novelty. Here was a field for manager, 
author, painter, and machinist; and well did each acquit 
themselves, not forgetting the excellent music of Mr. Braun. 
Never in any theatre was a more sncceasfnl meoe produced ; 
enabling us to act ou the Tuesday and Thursday nights to five 
hundred dollars per night, against the brilliant success of 
Hisg Clara Fisher. The Prologue, wntten by Bichai^pemi 
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dmitki WM wfth axiTioh ddat^ by S. Ob^pn^ kf^A mj- 
mlf, in out cWactetfi of Author and Manager.— {lOt it apeah 
foritBOlf. ^ ^ 

PROLOGUE TO Tirs « RED ROVER.” ‘ 

Bpolten If/ Mr* Wem^is aiid Mr* JS. Chapman; writUn 
M, P* JStM, £sq. 

ENTER THE MANAOSKi FOLLOWED BV THS( QALL BOt. 
MAirAc»Ea.-^Aiiother author ! what is this you say^ 

Another author^ with another play. 

Who vows with all the vehemence of rage. 

That 1 must Jcrthwith bring it on the stage ; 

The fellow’s mad—stark mad — ^to braVe the town. 

And vt et armU, force his rubbish down; 

But show him in — (esat boy » they shall not make me fear 
Tho’ BuUiois now liki^Banquo’s racet apperr 
A moment, and then vanish. 

• ^ ,, (Enter author.)— Sir, your most— 

A virgin author, to ^ve up the ghost, 

AoTHOA. — You're wrong, my friend, my drama; ...-{offers MS.J 
Makaokr.— Let me see t 

Author. — awe'll charm the town, and fill your treasury. 

MANSoxa.— A modest youth— the town— I understand ; 

But gcnius>like, you write a d — — -d cramp’d hand. 

Which 1 cannot decypher no doubt 

Vou can explain what this is all about. 

Author.— 7he title will explain ; there— there, turn over ; 

One leaf speaks volu)nos. 

Maxaoxr.— (R eading.' — The Red Rover.” 

A cunniug rogue, tlie critics to confound, 

Here builds his ^bric on another’s ground ; 

Rui letUrS hear what arguments you bring, 

By way of recommending this strange thing. 

AUTHpR.— Out scenes are drawn from Cooper’s graphic page, 

Sufficient passpdit, surely, to the stage. 

Sublime his taste— in beauty e'en.profuse; 

, yielding little to the Drama's muse. 

For these descriptions, which with nature vie, 
painter’s brush but feebly can supply t 
Yet much depends upon the painter's art; ' 

And jhow— the plane — and saw — perform their party 
' So critics w|iO uphold the stagyrite, 

tday close their ears^ and shut their eyes to^tiight. 

AldWAGXR.— bounds I how is this! 

4t>tiioR.«-«Re patient, you shall see, 

* AieenetoiBekle the extastioplie ; 

^ One,** lb Bays says, shall set Oie aitdleitoe mad, 

^ And pit, and bon, and. gaUi9»|r it> egad. 

With anything a&tant/^ 
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MAjiAiO*H.*-(Sa*pti«ed.)--.Y<w m«tn to tty, 

1Vith hammer, paint, and hoatdis, you wrote this play. 

AutBon.— Preottiy so* ^ 

M AN AOBR.»And should it chance to hit, ^ 

Of course you’ll lay a claim to toast and wit. 

Authoji.— Y ou're ri^t again* ' 

Manaobo —Modest,— but if it fails — 

AotnoB.— Well * damn the carpeptei, the hoards and nailA 
But that's imposslhle-<4inpos9ibIe* 

Man icrBA.— Indeed ! 

AtTooa.— My duhedom to a domier, 'twill succeed. 

A showy drama ftom a native tale. 

In this fair city, ne'ei was known to fail. 

Manager.— W ell try that point. 

Ac THOR .—Perhaps 'twill be the rage; 

The ** Rover" — whatl already on the stage— 

This looks like ei^ditioa, cries that btau. 

While sauntering m the lobby, to arid fro, 

A wish to please the townttCgad ' that’s right— 

A native play — I’ll take a tmx to-night. 

M ANAbFK.-^To please the town, has been, 1 here declare, • 

My proudest study, and my hourly care j ' 

And when I prove imperfect m the part, 

The fault lies here; (touching his head,) but comes not 
near the heart. 

The wish to please, at least all must allow : 

The ** Rover,” shall bo dopo — so make your bow. 

together* 

Lewis, for his manner of sinking the Caroline, and his Ar- 
rangement of the deck of the Dart, with the whole plan of 
his panorama, deserved and received nnqnaUfied approbation, 
both before and behind the curtain. The effect produced 
on the audience b/ the hrat reproBentation, was capital. Be- 
ing taken by surprike, many declared the ship was positively 
in motion, the optioal delusion prac^ed being so perfectly 
arranged. # , 

One incident only occurred, which might have ruined our 
Bttccew. At the night rehearsal for the scenery, everything 
had sneoeeded beyond my most sanguine eapeotations ; when 
Kr. S. Chapman, elated by^the approbation bestowed oU his 
exertions, suddenly said, ** Mr. Wemyas, expend fffty dollars 
more^ and I will aatoniw you ; 1 will make a shower of rain 
which shall induce the aadtence to look for umbraUas : but 1 
must have three gauae curttins. As 1 never st|W but |0ae 
good effect by gauxe, (the dream loetid of •* Cherry an^ Fair 
Star, ') T hesitated : when, with hlg >cl|ttraoteiieldo ib^mour, he 
said, “ Don't spoil our mp at last^ ibc a half pasn^ worth of 
tar ; let me have my way | if it don’t suateed, I wftl psy for 
it myself. Mr. Warreh, who was i^thin hearing, and pleased 
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ihd jtudicuee,— enveloping the 
^hiehlfUder and hlakdy oompaniona wore rcacned^ 
Ha » fog» in inrhich tbe^ trere lively to remain. The 
n^t having been triads no meane ma provided for re- 
muring tUe unfortunate gau;^^nd libe rain^ after having per* 
^^tned its part to admiration^ nad to aiMiend again to the 
iideA amid the laughter of the audieuee^ and the mortification 
ef the author. The etirring incident of the piece restored 
^bje g^d hUmoui of the au&enoe ;* but the shower of rain 


waiB dispensed with in the future representations, Southwell^ 
by ials refusal to act the part of Wilder, fixed upon me a most 
unpleasant duty, which pireveiited that attention to many 
rhinor details, which would not have occurred had J been out 
Uf the dramatis porsonss. As we contrived to sinh a ship^ 
covering it with foaming HUlows, surely we could have r6« 
moved my fiiend Chapman*^ shower of rain, without tho 
* necessity of restoring it to the clouds. 

It was in tho month of February or March, 1828, that Mr. 
M*G«ary| a bookseller, from the oi^ of Kew York, issued 
proposals to erect a new theatre in Philadelphia. The loca- 
tion chosen teas in Arch street, near the corner of the dth 
street. AfteV all the preliminary arrangements were agreed 
Upon, Mr, JML’G* either (jould not or would not, give the secu- 
r demanded by the subscrlbegg of the stock, for tho fulfil- 


mimi of his promises , and the project would have been ab in- 
doned had not Mr. W. B. Wood stept forward with an offer 
to moCeed, which was accepted, in the seciuel, ruining hun, 
and every other manager who was unfortunate enough to oc- 
cupy it. It was built by Mr. Strickland, the architect of the 
^esnut Theatre, but Ibe did not improve upon the model of 
^ latter house. Mr. Wood took his farewell benefit at the 
^esnut street Theat|b on the X4^th of April. ** Adelgitfaa *’ 
and *vMr. H.*' were the {ueces selected. At the close of the 
peifonnauoe> the audience called loudly for Mr. Wood, who 
addressed them in his usual happy manner^ To do him jus^ 
tieia X never saw a man who made an extemporary address 
with a better grace, or possessed so happy a faculty of mould- 
ing au audience to his own peculiar views. x 

MlssXlocki the first falling star of the season, appeansd as 
Iietltia Hardy and Xenny Transit She was a clever actress, 
Imt her appearance was by no means prepossessing, aM the 
Mmner in whidh ahe dressed* so ancient, compared witn the 
Miss ICe|ly]» that ^e excited Bttle or no interest in 
^ afidimoe. 

ihlista--*the divine Ita Bayadere whoso career hio b^n one 



of most foHunate in ili^$ lutm^ ^ tM Am^oftn Pl!9m, 
made h&t first ine jl8^ ^ ICa^ the 

Phesnut Street* iu ft Grand Pas Sei^t Hejt i^oetry of motlci^i 
.was not at this time appreslated/ fid''vben she appeared ^ 
Myrtillo, in the Broken Svrord,** her actiin^irfts the catuie of 
more mirth than sympathy. Who can forget her exdamaidan 
of ** My fader^^ muHherer,^d, repress a smile at theannonnoe* 
meut of the playbills—" Oek$te in, n charmcterJ* 

Her husband, Mr*. Henry Mliott, very soon dtsoofrered the 
secret of snoqess was not so mnoh in appearing before an au« 
dience, as in preparing that audience for her reception hy the 
puff preliminary; and by his judicious newspai^ arrange* 
meuts, succeeded in plamug Celeste foremost m the ranks bf 
those whom managers were auxidus to engage, because iheir 
engagements were always profitable to the theatre. Ber 
popidarity remained uudiininished to the last hour of her 
appearance on. the American stage ; and the annonhoement of 
her name, at any mCment, will s^ure a well filled house* 

On the 2dth of March, Mr. B. Forrest was announced to 
act in Boston, in Hew York, and in Hiiladelphia. Hot bdng* 
blest with the power of ubiquity, he remained in Boston* 
while we were placed in a two-fold dilemma. Having en- 
gaged Mr. Forrest to finish the number of nights due at this 
time, we conld make no other arrangement without violation 
of 1 ontract, while Mr. Gilfert (for I will do Forrest the jnstiee 
to think it was not his arrangement) did not condesoend to 
inform the management of the change which had taken place 
in his views. To the Philadelphia Theatre it was a lost of 
time which could have been profitably employed ; and diaapf 
poiniMont was prevented by an announcement in the plav* 
bills, that should Mr. £. Forrest arrive, as expected* he would 
appear, bnt that the ** Bed Bover” would be the 8ubAitute4 
Thhs 1 adroitly avoided the possibility of incurring the dis* 
I leasure of tbe audience on the sensitive point of native 
talent, leaving the matter to be Bet%d by Mr* Forrest and 
his audience when they next met. 

The benefits of the actors were very weU attended this 
season. W. Chapman* a very good comedian* acted Crack for 
his brother Samuel^s benefit Miss Southwe^ aided her bto* 
ther in the opera of Malvina, while Mr^ M'Oahen made a 
second attempt for Mr. Brown’s benefit ; bnt the Colonei 
make! a much b^^tter politiioian than an actor; his first ap* 
pearance was in Young Korralyon the 29th of January ; after 
which he played Murtooh Celany* in tbe " Irishman in Lon* 
don.^* On the 25th of April* Mr. Cooper made his first appear* 
ance in Macbeth* on his r^rn ftom Bn^and* after ms un« 
successful attem]^ on the London stage. The house ifftf 
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mtioli nmstiflemfinlk Ibtit robbed mt. Cooper of half of 
amn/llm of bk rjQoeption. Mr. Browb, who p^yed a nainot 
jfHHfX ttp^peaHng oi|l tha bri^ from whence Cooper was ex- 
|k 0 tf 4 «WM nnatakenfor hiip^and received with ehoers by 
pth <|Aidience, who» when they discovered their xoistake, en- 
jit^ed % hearty la^h at the expense of poor Brown’s feelings, 
idSiicn was only interrupted by the appearance of their &• 
vonrite, who received their acclamations with much satisfac- 
1 Wi|s in hopes that this feeling in Cooper’s favour. 
Would have caused the theatre to be filled i^^ntly, during 
his engagement ; but, although aided by Mr. £. Forrest, it 
was a mMt unprofitable one to the treasury ; yet the attrac- 
tion of Cooper and Forrest, in the same plays, should have 
hoaii powerml enough^ in the worst of times, to insure success 
to any pmnager bold enough to present it to the public, at 
the ooi4 to himself of fifty per cent on the amount which he 
. reoelved for admission. Ruinous terms— as all managers have 
sinoe learnt, to thefr sorrow, but which some start still de- 
mand, and what is more extraordixfary, receive. 

Plaotou, the dentist, attempted Richard the Third, on the 
fith of May, to the amusement of those only who can derive 
gratification from very bad acting, and who discovered that, 
^ Qhf 30 a kefid, was not Shakspeare, a discovery Mr. Plantou 
made before them, as he searched the book diligently to assure 
iiimself the prompter had given him the wrong word, con- 
dnding with, ** I no see hitnr-^he is not there — yo*a head — your 
Bhabspea^ is tpo hard for me,** and the curtain fell amid 
roars of Jiaughter, groans and hisses. N or would the aiftience 
Suffeathe farce of ** Where 81^11 1 Bine/’ to proceed, until I 
mxde an apology fdr what they deemed a piece of imperti- 
nence, in permitting Mr. Plantou to perform. What a pity 
^Imydo not retain the same notions of propriety now, —the 
theatres would be better worth attending. 

Mr. ^4 Mrs. Sloman appeared for my benefit, to a full and 
fikhionable house ; the more gratifying to my feeUngs, from 
the numerous mortlfioetions i had experienced during the 
season in the discharge of my duties as stage manager. Like 
the man and his ass, in the fable, I found that to endeavour 
t6 please every body, was the sure method to pleate nobpdy. 

Motwithstapding the extraordinary exerUons made by the 
tmmagemmrt, and the continued novelty presented to the 
ptdianee, rnuph dissatisfaction was expressed, that Rngtish 
whiph hhd^been prodneo^t the Park Theatre, New 
Tnrb with Memrs. Pearman and Horn, and Miss Austin, sup- 
pprang the principal character had not been tried at the 
Cheannt Str^ where they were oonyinoed it would be sup- 
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ported. Hr. Wama^ anxiotm tf> ploaiie all paHiei^ enltiered 
mto an engagement with the laay and those gontK^eQ^ 
agreeing to provide and pay fot a aij^ble ohortiBi and sn^ 
additional inatramental music in the Orchdatta aa they might 
require ; indeedi the atrangements called forth the ptaiae cd 
Hr. Beikeley, to whpm the details were Intthsted. All parties 
were sanguine in their expectations t but by this engagement 
Mr. Warreti lost upwards of a thousand dollars, (only two 
idghts producing the expenses, and one of these a benefit,) and 
I lost—wy refutation, Jago. During these unfortunate operas, 
the sons of harmony were out of tune. Mr. Horn brought ad« 
ousations against the integrity of the theatre, which brought 
blows 4n return for imp^inenoe. During the melee, he rat* 
oeived a blaok eye, and I had the moruficaiion of being 
paraded before the Mayor of the city, on a charge of assatiU 
and battery, with threats of further violence, and hound over 
to keep the peace, under a penalty of one thousand dollars. 
This did not add to the attraction of the opera or thb reputa- 
tion of the theatre ; but Such things will happen occasionally , 
in the best regulated families, and Such oc'easions are better * 
m('t with the old proverb of ** least s.!iid, soonofit mended.'* 

('n the 18th of May, Mr. Eoi^hotham^ one of the most use- 
ful actors attached to the theatre, made his first S.ppearance 
as Dumont, in ** Jane Shore.** It will bo scarcely credited by 
those who afterwards were his Warm admirers, that it Was 
with difficulty I could prevail on the newspaper oritics to 
give him a fair chance. There was but one feeling among the 
corps editorial toward him, and that one of the most un« 
irien^y nature. He afterwards became a great favourite, and 
died Manager of the Cbesnut Street Theatre, UniversaUv re- 
gretted, Mrs. Kowbotham aimeared as Luoretia in the xaroe 
of the Rendezvous,'’ on the iFth of May, rising by rapid de- 
grees, in favour with her audience, until her losei was felt 
more severely by the play^goers, than any one of her pre- 
decessors. She was engaged by me in Loudon, for a domptura^ 
tively insignificant eituatioUi but became one of the gr^est 
favourites of the really talented company of the OhesnUt 
Street Theatre. Death made sad havoc in a few yeais arqldha 
those who crossed the Atlantic during that spason. Mr. and 
Mrs. Eowbotham, Mr. Southwell, Mrs. S. Chapman, Mf. Itcrr, 
Miss Emery, and Mr. IVillia, all paid the debt of nature 
withiil a few years after their arrival 

On the 8rd of June, Miss Warren eloped with Mr, WUlis, 
during the performance ot Clari/* leaving the theatre for 
the time being, mln,ns a leader of the oTchestru hud a Leoda 
in the Episode. This foolish marriage broke the spirit of Mr. 
Warren, who never recovered from the ohodk his metings sus- 
tained upon the occasion ; atthough reconciled to his oaugh- 
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iBr, if: pifey^d upom his mind and impaired his health ; he vrm 
never the good-humonred Sir John Falataff more. 

Mrs. Bloman and Miss Clara Fisher^ were the last stars oi 
the season, their attraction completely gone, both engage- 
mente commenced and concluded to a beggarly account oi 
empty boxes, with the exception of Mrs. Slomau*B benefit — 
never known to fall. 

Mr. Cowell having returned from Baltimore, (where hk 
season had been a most brilliant one) opened the WaJnnt 
Street Theatre, announcing that, with the aid of the brush of 
Mr. Walker, the talented scene painter of the Park Theatre, 
Kew York, he would produce a sp^tacle which should oelipso 
everything heretofore seen in Philadelphia, for beauty of 
scenery and machinery. ' ^ 

Possessing, as 1 did, the aid of Lewis in the mechanical de- 

f SLrtment, and of Chapman in the arrangement of melo-drarna, 
Vf^ determined that the well merited reputation acquired 
by the Bed Rover,” should not ho wrestea from us v/ithout 
an effort. 1 accepted the challenge, and held a consultation 
with S. Chapman, Lewis, H. Warren, and Oriffith, the stage- 
carpenter, to find some piece which should enable ns to retire 
^om the contest of the longest season ever known in Phila- 
delphia, not only with honour but with victory. The Gnome 
Ring,'' presented itself, as fhmishing the greatest scope for 
not only inventive faculty, but scenic effect. With Mr. 
Warren’s approbation, 1 gave orders to prepare it for repro- 
sontation, in tho most perfect manner. It was produced on 
the 10th of June, completely annihilating the Sleeping 
Beauty,” which was well got up at the Walnut Street Theatre, 
thus dosiiig the first season of my management, on the 21st of 
June, with flying colours. Tie Gnome King'’ was acted 
eleven nights, and wheh the theatre closed, 1 entertained 
sanguine hopes it would be a card to open with for the follow- 
ing season. 

The theatre was open two hundred acting nights, during 
which not one week had elapsed without the appearance of a 
♦*star.” K'otwithBtanding the rapid Buccession with which all 
the talent that could be obtained was placed before the public, 
I produced the dramatic spectacle of “ Peter Wilkins,” ** The 
Red Royer,*’ ** Thirty years of the Life of a Gambler," and 
the ** Gnome King,”/oifr heavy scenery pieces in one season, 
despatch hitherto unknown in an American theatre ; four 
new tragedies ; two full operas of three aejx each, and one 
entirely original, of one act ; ei^Aieen new farces ; one musical 
comedy; one play, (the IJsurpep,") in five acts; and t^ree 
domatiic melo-dramas ; in all thixty-four new pieces, eleven 
revivals of pieces previously acted in Philadelphia, but almost 
forgotten. The receipts were great; beyond previous seasons ; 
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hvetrg^ng very nearly Ave hundred dollars per night. The 
amount paid to stars/' the expenditure necessary to renovate 
the warOTobe^ which was almost entirely new, and the expen- 
diture incurred in England and the Colltinent, left only a 
small balance in the trea^iry, (but a good stock of roputaticgk,) 
to commence the following season. 

The stars of the season recorded, many of* whom jdayed two 
and three engagements, were Kr. Horn, Mrs. Knight^ Mrs. 
Slomam Mrs. Austin, Mr. Sloman, Mr. Haokett* Mr*. E. 
Eorrest, Miss George. Miss Kelly, Mr. Burroughs^ Miss Clara 
Fisher, Mias Bock, Mr. Cooper, Mademoiselle Celeste, and 
Mr. Poarman— an array of talent not often offered in the 
same period, and rarely, if ever, supported by a stock company 
of excellent actors. 

At the conclusion of this season, Mr. B. Peters, jun., ex« 
pressed to me Mr. Warren's unqualified approbation of the 
manner in which 1 had conducted the business of the theatre ; 
and, as a proof of his sincerity, proposed, if agreeable to me. as 
Wanen was getting too old for active business, that he should 
take me into partnership. This was the first idea* 1 had of 
becoming manager, on my own account. Flattering as the 
proposal wa?, with the prospect of two new theatres in the field 
f'l the following season, 1 decided to reject it; but eiroum- 
stances occurred in rapid succession, which induced mo to alter 
that resolution. 

During the visit paid annually in the summer to Washington 
city, by the members oi the Philadelphia Theatre, Mr. Cowell 
suddeulv declined proceeding with the alterations commenced 
at the Walnut Street Theatre. Had I taken What ho r^ectod, 
how different would have been the result, both to Mr. warren 
and myself ; by acting in concert and not in opposition, we 
should have secured an undivided field. One expression of 
Mr. Warren’s altered my intentions; he said, Wemyss, don't 
leave me.” ** Warren, 1 will riot ; we sink or swim together.’' 
1 wrote to Mr. Peters on the subject of bis propositioii, at 
Mr. Warren’s desire ; and from that letter may be dated tb® 
unfortunate partner^ip of Pratt and Wemyss, attended with 
one slight gleam of sunshine — ^the sequel, desolation and msin . 
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• CHAPTBB XVII. 

Battle i Battle 1 Battle 1 Three Theatres, when one was deemed suffi* 
dent. A Firmament of Stars. *' Lay on« MaedufT.” Blow for Blow. 
Madlde Pearon’s First Appearance in Philadelphia. E. Forrest. French 
Dramas and German Musicians. Unfortunate A^ddent. Preparations 
to Close the Season. ** He that Fights and Runs Away/' dtc., die. 
HaxdlytUsod> but not Beaten. 

At the close of the Washington season, Mr. 3. Chapman left us 
to join Mr. Wood, whose new theatre, in Arch Street, was to 
open on the lat of October, 1828 ; the onlj actor, and I record 
it with pride, whose sense of honour was ]|,ot strong enough to 
resist the offer of increased emolument for decreased ru^iuta- 
tion, in the violation of contract, to assist a rival establish- 
ment, built witb the avowed purpose of ruining (if possible) 
Mr. Warren, from whoso enterprise they wore at present in 
the united States. 

That Mr. Chapman had no cause of complaint, the following 
letter from him, after Mr. Wood relinquished the managoment 
of the new theatre, and ho wished to return to the service he 
bad deserted, will prove : 

(copy.) 

** Philadelphia, December 12, 1828. 

Sir— il write by the desire, and at the suggebtlon of Mr. JelTersoii. If 
i& his wish that 1 should again enlibl under your banners; and from (he 
gentlemanly treatment I met with from yourself and Mr. Womyss, I must 
acknowledge that notJiing would give me greater pleasure, provided I 
recMvcd a fair remuneration for my services. 1 understand you are about 
to take a part of your company to Baltimore; shooild that be the case, 1 
should like much to become a member of it; and should any hostility exist 
between Mi. Wemyss. or yourself, and me, most happy to consider it (as I 
always have) a matter of business, and forget it* You know, I believe, 
my wlllingnesg to serve, and my ability, and how anxious I am to forward 
the interest of that leader, whose officer 1 consider myself. Mr. Jeffetbcm 
has kindly offered to deliver you this, who will pcrliaps state more fully 
my wishes on the occasion. 

** 1 am, sir. 

Yours, truly, 

(Signed) Chapsian, 

wTo WiLMARi Waurkst, Esq., 

* ^Cbemut Street Theatre.” 

Itrl Chapman was of much impdHianee to iho theatre* 
him I had coubed the arrangement af'melo-dramatio epeotachf!, 
Yrhijoh he 6x«pcated with credit to himself and the theatre* 
He had, ainoe hie arriyal in the United States exhibited xnuoh 
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discontont at irhat hd was pleased to term his paltry salacyi 
(one of his own proposing in London, and l^her than he over 
before received.) So well satished with hia exertions was I, 
that 1 recommended Mr. Warren, before we 4ad the slightest 
idea of his intended treason, to place his salary on the list for 
the following year at twenty*cight dollars per week, instead of 
twenty-two, the terms of his unexpired contract. This ihten- 
tion was communicated to him, and met by the information 
that he did not intend to remain in the theatre unless his 
salary was advanced to the same amount offered him by Mr. 
Wood. 

It is not, therefore, to be wondered at, that even the 
respect of Mr. Warren for Mr. Jefferson, whose daughter 
Elizabeth, Chapman had married, could not prevail upon him 
to accede to any proposition for one who had so unoeremoni* 
oasly violated existing contracts. Chapman possessed literary 
acquirements of no mean order. The cessation of friendly in- 
tercourse between us was matter of regret, but being in some 
measure bondsmim for his fidelity, it was the only course • 
could pursue ; and from the hour of his desertion until Ins 
death, we never exchanged a passing salution, although Ido not 
believe any ill-feeling existed on either side. My jposition as 
mauagor of the Ohesnut Street Theatre rendered itimpos- 
sihle to receive his visits, without apparently countenaneiug 
his dereliction from the striot path of rectitude, which should 
have guided his business transactions ; while, as he says, he 
looked upon it as a matter of business and langhed at it. 

We commenced the winter campaign of 1828, in Baltimore, 
early in the xuoiith of September ; and notwithstanding the 
attraction of a new and also a good stock company, the aid of 
Mr. and Mr^. Sloman, Miss Itock, Mr. Cooper, Mademoiselle 
Celeste, and the successful melo-dramas of the Red Rover,’* 

Gambler’s Fate,'* and the Gnome King,” /Ac seaton wan a 
failure. Indeed, experience proves that Holliday Street 
Theatre commences its season with bad houses, which gra- 
dually grow worse, until it closes. leaving the actors unpaid, 
and tne manager always in dif&culty. The one hundred and 
twenty-six free admissions, transferrable once in each season, 
explain the cause. No sooner is an attractive bill laid befiire 
them, for a theatrioal campaign, with the price of admission 
fixed at one dollar to the boxes, than the newspapers teem 
with advertisements offerinjK stookholders’ tickets at 25 oente 
per night, for the season. The only great house was Sloman’s 
benefit, which, as usual, w|s filled to overflowing. 

£aUh — SoftiJe— ftaWfe.— 'We now approaoh the season 1828 
and 1829, in PhUadeli)hia, where we sball find thi^e theaires 
and a eiveus Boggling for existence^ where, heretofore, one was ^ 
deemed saffidient. Mr, Wood opened the A)!<*ch Street ^ 
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oa the Ifit of October^ 1628c with the oomo^ of the ** Bxmy 
moon/ and the afteroieoe of Three and the Benoe.'* The 
I'renoh Oj>erawaB placed in theChesnnt Street Theatre to 
dlLech this move, until Mr> Warren waa ready to commence 
hia aeaflon, which we did on Thursday, the 13th of Kovember ; 
opaping with the play of the "Gamester*’* in which Mr. 
Cooper and Mrs. Sloman appeared, and " Fish Out of Water,*’ 
for Mr. Sloman, aa the larce. Three stars to commence 
with 1 1 1 

The stars announced by Mr. Wood as engaged to appear, 
were CelesUf and her sister Constance, Mr. Holland, Miss 
Kelly, Mr. Horn, Mrs. Austin, Miss Rock, and James Wallack, 

From the last-named gentleman much was expected. His 
popularity Was great, and he might be considered as the only 
anta^nists we had to fear. He had oreviously written to 
Mr. Warren, offering his services for ^elve nights for five 
hundred pounds sterling; which terms were not acoeptod* 
Mr. Wood agreed to give him two hundred dollars per night, 
irhich he would have been fbolish to reject, t now turned 
my attention to Mr. R. Forrest, as the only star most likely to 
occupy the nights of Wallack’s engagement in rhiladelphia, 
with profit to the Cheanut Streets Theatre. To my surprise 1 
received a proposition asking two hundred dollars per night. 
1 laughed at this proposal, and in reply stated he mubt bo 
either mad, or think me so, tomah such a ptoposition; which, 
to have yielded an equal sum to the management, must have 
avaraged nightly dollars II He succeeded in 

obtaining these terms from the manager ot the Walnut Street 
Theatre. All these engagements will account for the speedy 
bankruptcy of the manners thrqiighout the Fnited States, 
and the fortunes acqnirea by " stars” through their downfall. 

On the 6th of Kovember, Maywood appeared at the Arch 
Street Th^tre, as " King Lear I’* and from that time became 
Identified ^th the Philadelphia stage, but not as a tragedian. 
Ko — to Kew York we resign all the laurels he boasts in that 
way. As the representative of Scotchmen, he is a valuable 
a 0 |or ; but it is as a manager and an active business man, that 
his reputation is based in this city ; for the opportunity he is 
indebted to me, as I appointed him acting manager of the 
Washington and Baltimore theatres, in 1829. 

On the 17th of November, Mts. Knight opened in Adela, in 
the "Haunted Tower.” It will soaroely be credited, that the 
aeoond night of her engagement yielded only eighty dollars; 
while Cooper and Mrs. Sloman were not doing much better. 
On the 2nd of November, a novelty presented in the per« 
son of Herr Cline, whose graceful akovements on tjhe elastic 
cord, (what a fashionable title for the %ht rope 1) hstonSthed 
the people of Philadelphia* 
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The oomme&oament of our eeason wae a bad one. 
witbatandin^ Mr. Warren paid Oooper fifty dollars pw 
night, Mrs. Knight fifty dollars per nighty aihd Mr. and Mm 
Bloman one hundred and tweti^ dollars per week, in addiidon 
to the current expenses of the theatre, the reodpts did not 
average more than one hundred and fifty dollars per nigh^ to 
meet an expend! tnre of 350 dollars. The only consmtion 
was to bo found in the fact, that the Arch Street Theatre Was 
not doing better, although Mr. Wood had the advantage of a 
pro^erouB opening. 

My whole energy was directed to divide the town, if pos- 
sible, during the engagement of Mr. Wallack, whose first ap- 
pearance was announce for the 2fith of November, as Ham* 
let. 1 was certain if this engagement could be broken down, 
the fortunes of the Arch Street Theatre would be broken with 
it ; 1 therefore annouhoed Herr Cline's benefit, with a grand 
ascension from the back of the Stage to the galley, surrounded 
ly fire works, for the 29fch of November. Aided by Mrp. 
Knight, and the new farce of The Invincibles,” which had. 
made so decided a hit, the admirable manner in which the 
ladies went through the manual exercise, being marked by 
the long-continued appUnse of the audience, the whole avail- 
able talent of the theatre being brought to bear, had the de- 
sired effect : we triumphed, and it was a triumph well worth 
the sacrifice made to obtain it. 

But as one good turn deserves another, Mr. Wood prepared 
a similar reception for Clara ^her, from whom we antici- 
pated a few nights of good business. On the 3rd of Decem- 
ber, the night announced for her first appearance, Mr. Wood 
announced kis o?m name foM benefit, with the powerful aid 
of Mr. Wallack, as a volunteer ; but neglected to act on the 
occasion himself, an omission so singular, as at once to open 
our eyes to the real intention. 1 therefore, after much per- 
feuasion, induced Warren to announce his benefit on the same 
night, with Clara Pisher as a volunteer* 

The gauntlet of opposition was thus boldly thrown ; al* 
thou£[h many were foolish enough to blame Mr. Warren for 
alloTmig his name to appear in opposition to his late partner, 
but now rival. The only Imsi^ess answer is, Mr. Wood an- 
nounced his name to strengthen Wallaok’s engagement, which 
began to be known as a failure; and Mr. Warren mot this 
9 use de guerre by a similar announcement, to strengthen the 
engagement of Miss Clara Pisher. In the whole course of my 
management, I never exeroised a better piece of generalship, 
as the event proved. ^ 

The contest was so doati, that the houses were as near <t Oi as 
possiblo ; but it was a death Idow to the Arch Stieet Theatre, 
under Mr. Wood'fe management. After trying the reduotSmt 
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of iJm prices of ii4ml9Bion9 (of wiiidi Hr, Wood enjoys the 
hottotUTflbab to fpA not to me^ it belong in the middle 
of H^. Wetthoh^ engapement, the theatre otpeed, never to be 
o]^ed again tmder mx. Wood^ management^ whose reign^^ in 
his new theatc^i had been a short and not very merry one. 

Hr, Wallaok made an applieation to me, to play at the 
Chestnut Street Theatre, in Oonsex^uenceof Mr Wood's failure 
to comply with the terms of hi» contract, — he conld not pay 
on the 20th of Beoember^ 182S, he appeared as 
Bratus, in Howard Payne’s play, at the Chestnnt Street 
Theatre; and on the following night, as Obhrles Surface, 
and Michael, in the ** Adopted ChUd.*' Thus terminated his 
visit to PhiMelphia, most unptofitabiy to him^ 

MADAME PEABON 


xnidn her first appearance in Philadelphia, at the Arch Street 
Theatre, on the 9th of December, as Ploretta, in '' The Oabl- 
nct,*' This lady was decidedly the best English singer who 
e^ visited the United States; although one who never 
\>layed a successful engagement. Her appearance was not in 
her favour; her figure was too much (.nhonpo%nt for an Ame« 
rican eye; she was realN fat, fair, and past forty ; but in the 
Bdence of music, I doubt whether Malfbran herself excelled 
h6r«i^ The young ladies, who are taught to beat a tune upon 
the piano for the amusement of papa and mamma, could not 
appreciate the difficulty of her **cadenaa,” or the study re- 
quired to form a perfect singer : nay, they had the bad taste 
to laugh at some of the most beautiful and difficult passages, 
which she executed with such pret^ion and brilliancy. 

The taste for opera (and even now, it is more a fashion than 
a taste,) had no existence then; La Somnambula and Norma 
had not become familiar to the ear ; Mrs. Wood, Miss Sheriff, 
and Mrs. Segmn had not chamed all onr fashionable ladies 
into eostacies. The priailL^ pi |j|ni rf the Neapolitan theatre 
Was doomed to return homw^SfiCrtified with her reception, 
. srith no very exalted opinion of the American taste for music. 

*Bhe declared this to be the country where mediocrity of 
4»drat was paid beyond its worth, but where excellence in 
painting, or poetry, would pine and decay for want of 
•^ftronage; ana there is too much truth in the assertion. 

fact is — neither the English or the Americans can boast, 
*|flm^ogioaUy, of the bump of musio ; the sound of pounds, 
sHil^s and pence, with the one, and dollars with the other, 
is thu sweetest music their ears can listen to. 

The last night of the present sMou at the Arch Street 
Theal^ yhfi announ^ lor Boberta^ benefit, on the 22nd of 
y On the 25th it closed; re*<U^ud, with BaWts 
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amiouiieed as manager^ and ^a!I| closed <m the 2atbL tii 9a- 
oember, for Mrs. BlAe’s benefit^ Alexander the 
and tbe " Turnpike Oate.” 

So far, 80 good. Mr. Tfacren had made great exertieKk* 
and those exertions bad Bnooeeded. He now engaged Mr* 
Hunt, Miss PhiUps^ and Miss Clara Fhffler, to pni^ce the 
o^ra of Katit'e lisnd/* which hadfhiled at the Arch Street. 
When produced fbr Mm. Austin^ benefit^ it made a decided 
bit; mild the prosjoeets of ** Old Drury,” as the Chesnut Street 
wia now termed, nei^n to assume a profitable aspect. Blake 
was unremitting in nis exettiozks to procure a good company 
for the opening of the Walnut Street Theatre, on the fiiUt of 
January, which the olesing of the Arch Street, rmidered an 
easier task than he had any right to expect* 

Warren became frightened at the prospect of further op-* 
position ; the price demanded and obtained by Btaiu, be 
ref^d to Comply with ; this threw Monsieur ahd Madmue 
Chllles Rousi Vestrts, and the corps de ballet, f!rom the 
Lafhyette into the arms of Biake, who eagerly secured their, 
serxices at any price. With the failure of Wood before hisL 
eyes, Warren wished to retire from the contest ; he said. 

You are young and enterprising; fight the battle, and Leave . 
me as an older genial, to give you advice : two thousand 
dollars will relieve m^mom all present difl&cnlty ; now if you 
can advance that sum, 1 i|ill let the whole concern upon 
reasonable terms. ^ 

In an evil hour for all parties. I induced Mr. Lewis T. Pratt 
to join me in the offered spocuUllion; and on the 25th of De^ 
camber, 1828, thp lease of the Ohesnut Street Theatre wos by 
consent of the stockholders, assigned to Pratt and Wemym; 
we paid two thousand dolmrs, cash down, and agreed to pay 
the rent of the Chesnnt Street Theatre, and allow Hr. 
Warren three thousand a year lor the use of his theatrical 
property, including the rent of Baltimore and Washington 
theatres, in addition to which, he was to receive forty dollars 
a week, as an actor, during the continuation of this lease ; 
posm.sion of the property to be given on the fiimt of 
January, 1829. 

Warren took hfs farewell benefit, as manager, December 
SOfch, 1828 j the play of " Merry Wives of Windsor,” and the 
spectacle of « Illusion,” most b^utiiuUy got up^ and intended 
m the ^ew Year’s pageant, had no alteration in the manage* 
ment, taken place. The last night of Mr. Warrants manais*« 
ment, waathe play of <^AdeIgitha,” and '^lUusion.” 

On the first of JanUE^, 1829, Pratt and Wemm oonu 
menoed their career, w|Pl an address, written byJammB* 
Baxkcjri the grand spootaole "lUuBi|^” and a new panto^ 
xnihKiE^Ontitled ** Phuln Quarlo.** f ho Walnut street Theatre 
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bononr of General Jackson, wad {produced to a house of one 
thousand dollars, th lint and Imi of the name race. On the • 
12fch, the ** Battle of Waterloo/' with the aid of sevto 
volunteer companies, was brought out with gte^t sucoess, a^ 
on the same night Mr. E. Forrest made his appearance at 
the Whlnut Street Theatre, as Damon, for which he received 
two hundred dollars ! 1 ! The town, for a time, was Forrest 
mad, and the managers reaped a rich harvest from their mad 
speculation. Without wishing to detract from Kr. Formt's 
merit, it was a lucky circumstance that Madam Vestiis pro* 
ceded him. Ho deserves his good fortune^ and long may he 
live to enjoy it; I know no one who has encountered more 
diificulty from managers, to establish his position ; and that 
Inowltdje makes me acknowledge he is right, now the tables 
are turned, to squeeze as much out of them as possible, al- 
though 1 have MiitTcrad in the process. The idea that Mr. 
Forrest could be worth 200 dollars per night, while Mr. 
Cooper, in his brightest day, never asked more than 50, is a 
riddle, for those only who paid the money, to solve. 

Our piece of the Battle of Waterloo/’ was as successful * 
we could wish, and would have continued to crowd the 
theatre, but for a melancholy accident. On the 15th of 
J anuary, Mr. Tryal Deves, a member of one of the volunteer 
c</mpanies, was shot upon the stage, during the performance ; 
he lingered until the 16th, at 2 o’clock, but never spoke after 
the fatal accident. Such an occurrence within the walls of 4 
theatre, was well calculated to strike the audience with dis- 
may. They retired immediately, but to me the horror of the 
scene was increased by the lact that the unhappy man, who 
had thus met his death in the performance of an act of kind- 
iiese to the managers, had left a wife and nine children, (the 
youngest not six months old,) who were entirely dependent 
on his exertions for their daily bread. 

The only reparation in my power I offered to the widow — a 
benefit, fieo of any expense whatever; and wishing to have 
the house crowded, I addressed a note to the managers of the 
Walnut Street Theatre, requesting, if compatible with their 
arrangements, they would oioao their Theatre, and add to the 
attractions of the evening, by allowing the members of their 
company to urate with curs. Mr. Blake declined dolting 
their doors, but km^ly offered ta appropriate a night at the 
Walnut Street Theatre, at no distant period, for the Bame 
benevolent purpose, for which Mr. E, Forrest volunteered his 
gratuitous aid. 

The benefit took place at the Ohesnut Street Theatin 
when Mrs. Sandford, the daughter of Holman, volunteered 
her services. The play was '‘Every One has his Fault,” and 
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t)ie aftmieoe tire ^'Adopted Child.” Each actor resigned 
his nlghrs salary; the oarpenteis and doorkeepers also ten- 
ded th^ mite, which 1 added to the gross receipts. 

I ^ The Wadiington. Cirons also gave a benefit for the same 
purpose, from which Mrs. Devos realized about one hundred 
thus proving that actors, with all their faults, are not ' 
devoid of charity to their fellow men in distress. 

I now approa^ a blot upon this subject 1 would willingly 
e^terate. Messrs. Inslee and Bls^e announced their benefit ; 

I permitted Mr. E. Forrest to return one night earlier from 
his engagement at Washington, for the purpose of lending his 
aid^ to the charitable purpose, when, to tne astonishment of 
the whole city, the boxes being taken for the aid of the widow 
and orphans, and an overflowing house e;spected, the managers, 
f shame 7tpon> them / j not content with deducting their nightly 
expenses, announced in the bills of the day that one*halt only 
eC the gre^ proceeds would be given to Sirs. Devos and her 
children, thus turning the misfortunes of the widow and 
"^orphans into a vile source of profit to themselves. No one 
was more indignant than Mr. E. Fmrrest at such conduct, and 
It is only po be regretted he did not demand from Inslee and 
Blake 200 dollars for his performance, and have given it as a 
dmmUon from himself to those he intended to serve. 

Whether Mr. Intdee or Mr. Blake have the credit of this 
arrangement, as Eob Boy says, ** is between their conscience 
and the long day,” but money so obtained could not prosper. 

I am perfectly aware a justification of thi# measure has been 
attempted, on the miserable plea that the widow had no claim 
upon them, her husband was not shot In theatre. Alt 
this is true : but the benefit advertised at the Chesnut Street 
Theatre was rendered less productive by thefir anuouncement 
that a benefit would also be given for the same object at the 
Walnut Street Theatre— thus preventing those too would 
only have deserted their theatre on such an occasion from 
visiting the Chesnut Street Theatre at all. Certain it is 
their house was crowded, and thnifc they pocketed between 
three and four hundred dollars designed lor the children of 
Deves, 

Mr. E. Forrest had not the most distant idea he was pre- 
seiting his services to Messrs- Inslee and Blake, but travelled 
upwards of an hundred igiles, iu a severe winter, with the 
laudable purpose of aiding\hos'e unhappy children wdio wer>c 
suddenly deprived of their natural protector in an awful and 
tmexpected manner. He expressed his indignation loudly to 
^M^ienda upon the subject. 

this truly li^entable pocurreuce may bo dated the 
hmg tpaht of misfortune which assayed the managarnen^ of 
Pratt and Wemysa, By no exertion could we possibly a 
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bow sufflcieii^ to paj the axpei^m; oht capital iras dniiir 
dling away, wmle the play of cast tbua ; 

Anthony Abaoluto# Warren ; Captain Absplnte, Wemyu : I^ag, 
JJdthwm : Paullcland, So%0timll : Sir Ludoa O’Trigger, 
Mercer : Acres, Jeffepon : David, «/. J person : Mrs. Halaprop, 
Mrs. Francis : Dydia LanguUb, Mrs. Mowhoiham : Julia^ Afr«. 
DarUy : Lncy, jifiM ffaikmU : for the benefit of a star, 
(Mada7iie Sdoisef) prodncad only twentydivo dollars and fifty 
cents I / Alas I for the legitimate drama. One of the finest 
comedies in the British lang[uage, acted as well as it could be 
at any theatre in the United States of America, to such a 
sum I’ 

Misfortunes never come single. Mr. E. Forrest who at- 
tracted admiring crowds in Philadelphia, could not play to an 
average of one hundred and thirty dollars a night in Washing* 
W city ! during the session of Congress. Mr. Wallack play^ 
to still less, and on one occasion not a single individual pre- 
sented himself to inquire whether the theatre was open, wnen« 
his name graced the head of the bill. The inauguration week 
was supported by the aid of Herr Cline, and Washington did, 
certainly, with the aid of Mr. and Mrs. Sloman, Miss Clara 
Fisher, Eonzi Tostris, Mr. E. Forrest, and Mr. Wallack, yield 
a profit of five hundred dollars in a season of three months. 
Well done 1 Washington. It is more than either Philadclphift 
or Baltimore did to — Pratt and Wemyss. 

On the 28th of January, 3829, the Chesnut Street Theatre 
closed for the Beacon, for my benefit, with the comedy of 

Wild Oats,” and the drama of the ** Bottle Imp,’* All bills 
paid, and no outstanding djimands against the treasury. 


I CIIAPTEK XVIII 

Full Cry for Baltimore. More difficultiCB, Waggons fast in a, Snow- 
Storm. Theatre Opened. Magnificent Plan for rc-decorating Old 
Drury. Return to Philadelphia. In at the Death. Walnut Street 
Theatre closed for ever, under the Management of Blake and Inslee. 
Fresh Start in a very Rainy Night. Play of the Poor Gentleman/* 
and Farce of the ''Invincibles.” The First full Ojiera ever acted? tit 
Philadelphia in the Italian Language. Thn two Theatres springing up 
in existence again, under t*resh Mano^moflt. The Beginning of the 
End. Close of the Management of Pratt and Wemyss. 

With an unwilling heart, but yielding to necessity, we i^- 
eolved to leave a clear field to our Buocessfhl rivals, and try 
what Baltimore would acoomidish for a winter season, aided 
VlittMkt fhtt Oliue. Yestda^ li^our ia4 Madgnw 



148 


TTHltAtRICAL BIOeRAPHr. 


AohOlOi Hr. ttRd Mrs, Fearman^ and Mrs, Hamblin^ as star^* 
We therefore closed " Old Drury” 

In Baltimore, a new difficulty mot us : the stockholders of 
the theatre contended that although Mr. Warren had a right 
to occupy it free of rent, excepting only the season tickets, he 
had no right to tranler that privilege to a third party, that 
we could not open unless we agreed to pay fifteen dollars per 
, night, which, added to a license demanded by the corporation 
of the city of Baltimore, amounting to ton more, made twenty- 
five dollam per night for the privilege of opening a theatre in 
the worst theatrical town in America. 

Our engagements being made, we could not stop to argue 
points of right, but agreed to the demand as a matter of expe- 
dience, and on the 30th of January, 1829, 1 started for Balti- 
more on as fine a winter morning as ever dawned. A t Lan- 
caster I met Mr. and Mrs. Bowbotham ; wc slept at York, and 
when we arose in the morning the ground was covered with 
« snow, which continued to fall during the day — a fair specimen 
of the weather we were doomed to encounter during the winter. 

The first news 1 heard on my arrival at Baltimore was, that 
the truptees refused to give possession of tho theatre, under 
Warren'a lease, and a report prevailing that we should not be 
allowed to open on Monday night. With Mr. Wallack engaged 
a nightly salary of one hundred dollars, and the company 
assembling, it may be imagined 1 was in no very enviable situ- 
ation. I waited upon Mr. Lucas, jun., and Mr. Cohen, who 
called a meeting of the trusteos, and all difficulty was satisfac- 
torily arranged. 

I commenced the season on Ipnday, the 2nd February, 
under every disadvantage. The snow-storm had so retarded 
the waggons that they did not reach Baltimore until four 
o*clook in the afternoon. Mr. Mercer had not arrived, and we 
were compelled to bustle through the play of " PlzsJOro” in tho 
best manner we could, 1 playing at least four parts. An apo- 
logy was due to the audience, which they received with much 

f ood nature, knowing how wo had contended to open at all. 
t was an awful might, the snow drifting in every direction, 
yet the receipts amounted to 2(i3 dollars, which, for Baltimore, 
augured well, Herr Cline played the following night to C5 
dollars— his second night only yielded 48 dollars ; while 
Wallook only played to 165 dollars. An effort was necessary 
to rouse the Baltimoreans; therefore I tried Wallack, Mrs. 
Hamblin, and Herr Cline, on the same night, to which 1 added 
» Hpnsieur and Madame Aohille — the receipts, 836 dollars, 
was ruinous — Wallack 100 doll«rs, Herr Cline 50 dollars, 
60 dollars, Mrs. Hainblin 20 dollars, two hundred dol- 
UMI!l| liif extra aid. Yestris and Bosalie, still worse— and now 
hfiU tip your hands in wonderi and then blush for the spirit 
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of your mdnumental city: Monsieur Vestris, Madame Ye^txis^ 
Mademoiselle Rosalie, Mr. and Mrs. Peerman, all in one 
— ^groBB receipts, 84 dollars ! ’ ! 

*^I{ is imyossibhr And 6o would 1 have said, had 1 not 
seen it. Ilere, then, we were on the high road to ruin ; but 
let me do the trustees of the Holiday Street Theatre justice. 
Seeing and approving the efforts made, they desired the weekly 
rent to remain until we heard from them on the subject. This 
was a seasonable relief, altlough a small one ; but heretofore^ 
we had met all payments. 

Misery loves company ; and it was with a feeling of satis- 
faction, on the verge of ruin ourselves, we heard that Inalee 
and Blake, whom wc had left in Philadelphia in the full tide 
of success, were unable to pay their actors ; and, to add to 
their pecuniary difficulties, were at personal enmity with 
each other. 

We resolved to be in at the death, and came to the bold 
resolution of re*dcoorating the Chesnut Street Theatre, and 
making one desperate effort for masterdom. 

Mr. Pratt hinted to me, that a new name might possibly be • 
serviceable as stage manager, and proposed Mr. J^ohn Jefferson ; 
the popularity of his father's name pointing out the propriety 
of the choice. I named Rowbotham, as having more expe- 
rience in the direction of the stage ; and he was accordingly 
announced as stage manager, on the 9th of April, 1829. How 
he treated mo for my kindness on every occasion to him, will 
appear hearafter ; — “ Se^k lire in ice ; but seek not gratitude 
in a white roan’s bosom.’’ So says Lewis, in the Castle 
Spectre and ho had a IjSkrably fair estimate of mankind. 

The plan furnished by Tiewis, our machinist, for the decora- 
tion of the Chesnut Street Theatre, was magnificent. Had 
the agents not interfered and prevented the removal of the 
canopy over the dress boxes, it would have been the most 
beautiful theatre in the United States. We were compelled to 
alter our plans, and neatness was substituted for display ; the 
dome alone retaining its originality of the burnished rays of 
a golden sun. It cost us two thousand dollars, and we bad 
the use of it exactly ten weeks. 

But leaving Mr. Pratt to superintend his carpenters at the 
Chesnut Street Theatre, in Philadelphia, let us return to 
Baltimore, where the season continued as disastrous as ever: 
but to the citizens of Baltimore, for their kinduess to me as 
an individual, I must ever be grateful. The directors of the 
Raney Rag Ball, requested me to announce my benefit, and 
they would visit the t^^^tre in character, filling the at 
box prices. This plan was afterwerds abandoned, eadb wfim- 
bet being at liberty to visit any part of the houae. re- 
ceipts were five hundred and fifty dollars ^ the pi^ossli^tei,. 
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He Uefl Mce Tmth “ and The Bottle Imp.’* Td tty fidend 
Boole» the auctioneer, I was! indebted for this house ; not the 
only favour 1 have received at his hands, for which 1 have nch 
thing to offer but the assurance his kindness is gratefully 
remembered. 

Hichard Penn Smith's play of ** the Prodigals,” was by me 
te*ohristencd “ The Disowned ” to avail myself of the popu- 
larity of Bulwer's novel of that n^e. 1 produced it ibr the 
♦first time, at the Holiday Street fteatre In Baltimore. The 
exertions of Mr. Southwell and Mr, Jefferson saved the piece, 
before the excellent acting ot Mr. Kowbotham had an oppor- 
tunity of rendering it triumphantly Buocemful. It was afters 
wards performed in Xiondon. 

During this wholo season, tho weathor was our greatest 
enemy. A good box book was llie sure forerunner of a snoW- 
atorm, or a deluge ot rain, which continued during the evening. 

Kow for a marvellous story, but a true one. Mr. and Mrs. 
Fearman having been engaged to perforin the opera of " Der 
Preyschutz,” some difficulty occurred with Mr. Braun the 
leader of the orchestra and Mr. Pearman, which ended with 
Mr. Braun leaving the orchestra and taking with him nearly 
all the €terman musicians. Mr. Dielmau took the le*ader’s 
chair, and With five instruments, we actually played the 
opera of ** Der Preysohutz,” in the city of Baltimore, three 
successive nights, to houses averaging two hundred dollars — 
Mr. Meignen carrying us thus through a difficulty which ap- 
peared insurmountable. 

Gffie season was thus brought to a close. On the Oth of April 
we re-opened the Chesnut Streefeiplieatre, with the ^‘Poor 
Gentleman” and the ** Invincibl^^ the rain desoending in 
torrents during the whole of the day. The Walnut Street 
Theatre closed on the 14th of April, with an announcement, 
that Mr. Blake's benefit would be postponed until the re-opening 
of the theatre ; which never took place under the mdnagement 
of Inslee and Blake. 

As our ibrmer failure had been attributed to want of attrac- 
tion in the Shape of stars, we resolved to make a vigorous 
effort to restore the fortunes of Old Drury. The attraction 
offered, even satisfied the stockholders, and iffieir representative 
season tickers, (the bane of all theatres ,) but this likewise 
ffiiling, tho cry was, ** Why did you not do this before you 
went to Baljtoore r 

Wallack and Hamblin in tho same plays; the French 
Corps de Ballet ; Italian opera; and even fan (7 dress Balls, 
were all ollered in vain. 

file theatre was re decorated in handsome stylo ; but atio- 
th4tt opposition awaited us, afid like Banuuo^a issue, ffiUpwed 
by k tnird. Mr. Aaron Philips opened the Arek »ttOet 
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Theatre on the ISth, and closed it on the 25th. The Walnnt 
Street Theatre opened immediately as a dramatic cornmoU'* 
wealth, under S. Chapman, Green and Edmonds, on. the 27th 
of May, the day wo closed, to open no more. 

On the 28th of April, we announced a Grand Fancy Eress 
Ball, where everything was abundantly supplied but dancers. 
We conld not muster two quadrilles upon the floor. This 
was repeated, by desire oOhose who witnessed the arrange- 
ments, on the 2nd of May; but here we had dancers enough, 
but so few spectators, that it proved a losing concern* 

Mr. James Craig having received a letter from Mr. Horn, 
touching the performance of an Italian opera at the Chesnut 
Street Theatre, an arrangement was entered into for the ser- 
vices of himself, Madame Fearon, Madame Brichta, Signor 
Kosich, Signor Augriaani, and Triumphe del Musica” 
was produced on the 5th of May, with the following cast : — 
Aristea, Madame Foaron ; Gelestina, Madame Brichta ; Count, 
CuTuUne C. Horn ; Don Febeo, Signor Eosich ; Brifiooma, 
Signor Augrisani. 

As this was the first Italian opera acted in Fhiladelphia, it* 
gave great satisfaction, and in this worse than wretched season, 
produ(‘ed four hundred dollars nightly. Could the parties 
themselves have varied the piece, they would have attracted 
fabhionablc audiences to the end of the seaspn, the receipta 
increasing each night. As it was, Mr. Horn received eight 
hundred dollars lor four nights, while the management, in 
rectiviiig an equal sum, did not receive sufiioient to defray 
the expenses of extra music, and incidental charges. Thus it 
is, when stars appear, auMdraw crowded houses, they not only 
pocket the profits, but Iwve the manager 'nUn%i ; as it seldom 
happens, the nights on which they do play, yield money sufll- 
CL^nt to meet the necessary expenditure ; which deficiency 
must be supplied from the manager's share of his stars' bouses. 

Fntil this system be reformed, adieu to any well-conducted 
theatre. If the public will be content to see one part* pre- 
eminently acted, in preference to the whole play supported 
by medioore talent, thqy will continue to patronise the stars ; 
but if they wish for the rational amusement of a well-acted 
play, they will desert the stars, no matter how brilliant, to 
support the manager, who will secure to them such a stock 
company, as used to grace the boards of the Chesnut Street 
Theatre, when Warren, Wood, Duff, H. Walkck, Wemyss, 
.lefferson, Bliaset, Burke, Francis, Mrs. Entwistle, Mrs, Wood, 
Mrs. Darley, aud Mrs. Francis, with a host of minor names, 
equal in merit to many that figure as stars at the present day, 
au of whom appeared in one play, without exolta^ the least 
astouishmeiit. 

At that time, a play was cast properly in every depart- 
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si^ut *, tt preBdnt, the minor parts are lilled In stich a manner, 
that all gratification derived from the talents of a superior 
actor, is marred by the miserable bungling, and worse 
grammar, of those who are deemed of too little importance, 
to attract the notice of even a paid critic. 

The public must correct this evil for themselvea. While 
managers can procure actors — (no, not actors— a Zs,) 
for three or four dollars per week ; and the public allow such 
gentlemen to strut their brief hour upon the stage, murder- 
ing English grammar at every sentence, there is no hope of 
amendment. 

Bat, if those persons who condescend to write about the 
drama would unveil this system, they would do more good 
in one month towards the cause they profess to support, than 
will be accomplished in one year, by puffing a manage.*, or 
lauding a ** star,” who needs not such praise, or dreads their 
censure. 

On the 27th of May, Pratt and Wemyss closed the Chesnnt 
Street Theatre, and terminated their managemenlr^ith the 
"''Rencontre,” "Wandering Boys,” and "Fortune’s Frolic.” 
Prom the 1st of October, 1828, until the 27th of May, 182l>, 
the straggle fbr ascendancy had been maintained throughout 
a cross fire. Wood opened the new theatre, and was the first 
to retire from the contest; Warren followed; and Pratt and 
Wemyss succeeded him. Inslee and Blake, Aaron Philips, 
and tJie Commonwealth, formed from the broken and scat- 
tered forces of all the theatres, alone remained — the gucccss of 
their summer’s season causing their dissolution. 

The stockholders of the Cheenut Street Theatre, ro entered, 
and took possession of the theatre. The terms of the original 
lease not naving been complied with, the snbdease, of neces- 
sity, became void. The only regret I experienced, was, Mr- 
Warren had not continued the management ; old recollections 
might have operated in his favour, and prevented the sacrifice 
of his theatrical property. 

He felt keenly the neglect of his rich, and apparently once 
kind friends — his misfortunes hastening his death. 

Baring the summer, the Washington Circus was altered 
Intb a Theatre which, for a few weeks, was very succeK'^ful ; 
sdded by the talents of Isherwood, Walstein, Mr. and Miss 
WeiHs; Mrs. Maywood. Mrs. Stiokney, Somerville, and Heyl. 
l^yed Marplot there, on the 23rd of July, for the benefit of 
Hff, Huddy, tno artist, who had boon unfortunately burnt out 
of his home. For Heyl's benefit, Warren and myself, and Mr, 
Bowbotham, played in " The way to get Married.” It was a 
vexy^pretty little theatre, and well conducted. I shall have 
to aay a few words about it, at the close of the next season. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

Ml*. PrafMn the field Alone. Mr. Philips at the Arch. DaMs’*? French 
#ppra rompan^ .it the Chesnut Street. The Walnut Street. Chapman, 
Grten iml Edmondfl. A French Corps de Ballot at the Tivoli in M-ir 
lv(.t Stmt, Thus bcfian the Flouribhing Winter Sca&ons of and 
Metamoia. Faustufi.. Theatrical Fund. Apparent necessity 
for su( h an Establishment. Coldness and Apathy of Actors inith behalf. 

Mr. Pratt made an application for a new lease to the board 
of agents, with the understanding, that if 1 made no applica- 
tion and he obtained the theatre, the outstanding debts of the 
firm should be assumed by him. In making this arrangement 
and retiring from the management, 1 intended to leave the 
city of Philadelphia ; but fate would not permit me. I ap- 
plied to every manager in New York and Boston, without 
success. Theatiicals were in that state, that theatres were 
closing, and managers becoming bankrupts every day. 

The winter season of 1829 and 1S30, was commenced by 
Mr, A. J. Philips, at the Arch Street Theatre, on the 31st of 
August, with tho play of the " West Indian, and the melo- 
drama of Luke the Labourer.” lie introduced to the Phil- 
adelphia audience, Mr. Archer, Mr. Walton, Mr. Andrews, 
Mr. Charles Toung, Mr. Hazard, Mr. John Fisher, Mr. Jervis; 
Mrs. Young, Miss Ilamilton, Mrs, Vernon, Miss Coleman, and 
many other actors of merit. He really had an excellent com- 
pany ; and what appeared to promise success, many new faces. 

The French opera company, so termed, under Mr. Davis, 
opened the Chesnut Theatre, on the 7th of September, and 
Mr, l*ratt commenced his season, on the 20th of October, 
with the *'®oney Moon/’ and ** A Roland for an Oliver.” 

The Walnut Street Theatre also opened under tho manage- 
ment of S. Chapman, Green and Edmonds, on the 7th of 
September, with the play of ** She would and She would not;’* 
and the farce of the ** Turnpike Gate,” Miss Clara Fisher 
being the star of the evening. 

Messrs. Fogg and Stickney, opened an Amphitheatre ; and 
a very inferior French corps de ballot, tried their fortune 
under Monsieur Babiere, at the old Tivoli, in Market street. 
It may be said, with truth, that Philadelphia was this season 
the emporium of all the regular dramatic talent of the 
United States; yet it. 'was the most disastrous one ever 
known ; the actors being literally in a state of desperation. 
For myself ; for seven weeks I never received one cent from 
the treasury ; and I have reason to khow, others were not 
paid in better proportion. 
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English opQta was the attempted attraction of the Chesnut 
Street Theatre, inth Mr. and Mrs, Pearman. It was produced 
with every proper attention to rehearsals; but met with 
little success. 

season was marked by the production of Stone*s in^o 
ia*age^ of Metamora/" by Mr. I%ilip3, at the Aroh Street 
Theatte> on the 3i2nd of January, 1830, The anxiety to see 
Mr. E. Forrest in the original character thus prepared for 
him^ crowded the theatre on each night Oi the pert^oimance, 
adding to his reputation as an actor, a4 well as to his private 
fortune, as a man. It id a very indifterent play, devoid of 
interest; but the character of Metamora is beautifully con- 
ceived, and will continue to attract, so long as Mr. E. Forrest 
is his representative ; it was written for him, and will, in all 
probability die with him. Few actors would have the hardi- 
hood to risk their re\)utation in a character, so decidedly 
khown as the best performance of the first tragediatt of the 
American stage, provoking comparison to their disadvantage. 

'*Faustu8,’* too, formed quite a topic of ooilverBation, 
• rhUipa had spared no expense or exertion to produce this 
drama in a stylo worthy of a metropolitan theatre. Coyle’s 
scenery was delightful; but the tact of Mr. H, Chapman, 
tamed the puffing of his antagonist to his own advantage. 
Possessing the aid of Lewis, he forestalled public opinion, by 
producing this piece at the Walnut Street Theatre, on Satur- 
day, December 12th, 1829, in such a manner as to satisfy the 
publiq, and ruin the prospects of the Arch Street Theatre, 
where every thing that scenery, music, costume, or machinery 
could do, was pe^ect. But it was not played until the 16th 
of December, when, for the cause here stated, it did not repay 
the manager for his labour. This was a fair busineBs rivalry 
for which B. Chapman deserved great credit.v He reaped 
by promptitude, the reward which belonged to Philips. 
While these two theatres were thus employed in the endeavour 
to neutralSze their attraction, the Chesnut continued to di-ag 
on from week to week, without a chance of success. 

Mr. James Murdock made his first appearance at the Arch 
Street Theatre on the 13th of Oct., 18ii9, as Frederick, in 
** Lover’s Vows,” a performance of much promise, and his 
judicious ehoioe of De Camp for his first manager, enabled 
him to reach, in a fhw years, a respectable position in his 
piofesaioh. He is decidedly the best juvenile actor on the 
American stage. * 


THEATRICAL FUND. 

Actors are proverbial for their improvidence in all money 
arrangements ; honest in principle, where they receive their 
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iiioomd, but Kting up to t]ie full amount of it. ShouM a 
season overtake tnem, vrbon tke manager is unable to pay 
tbair weekly salary, a few months will Involve them in deH 
from whioh they experience more than ordinary difflcnlty to 
eJiArieate themselves ; their vocation renders them also liable 
to aeci^nts, and when ill health assails them, they are indoeil 
helpless mortals. With the knowledge of these ^mts, it is 
not strange that every effort to establish a fund for the relief 
of distreued and decayed actors in the United States, should 
prove abortive. It was attempted in Boston, where Matthews 
left all the proceeds of premium sales for tickets, on the 
nights Of his performance, to be devoted to such an insiltution. 

In Hew York, large sums have been contributed, of the 
disposal of which no person can or will give an account. In 
Philadelphia, we thought we had hit upon the right plan, by 
appointing a majority of the tmatees from the wallm of 
private life, but our funds were suffered to remain idle ibr 
seven years in the Philadelphia Bank, and when finally in- 
vested i€ the loan of the Lehigh Coal and Navigation Cmn- 
pany, no interest was added to the principal, while the de* 
preciation. of the stock renders it doubtful whether the 
original investment will over bo paid. 

The prospects of the fund, commenced in Philadelphia on 
the 6th of December, 1829, were most flattering. The de- 
pression of the interests of the drama made a collective 
movement of vital importance; a committee of five met 
from each theatre for the purpose of forming a “ General 
Theatrical Fund.” From the Chestnut Street: Jefferson, 
Wemyss, Kilner, Maywood, and Kowbotham. From the Arch 
Street : Archer, Walton, Andrews, lioberts and Foot. From 
vho Walnut Street : S. Chapman, John Jefferson, Clarke, 
Green, W. Chapman. After preliminary arrangements, on 
the 20th of December, 1820, a set of rules and regulations 
for the government of the association, were formed, and 
signed by the following gentlemen; — W. B, Wood, E. 
Forrest, F. C. Wemyss, Joseph Jefferson, J. Green, 8. Chapman, 
John Jefferson, Thomas Kilner, B. C. Maywood, G. Andrews, 
Thos. Archer, W, B. Chapman, J. H. Clarke, H. M. Bewhotham, 
J. F. Foot, T. J. Walton. 

An election was held for officers, which reiltlted in the 
choice of James N. Barker, Edwin Forrest, Quinmn Oampbdil, 
as Trustees ; John Henry Clarke, as President ; William B. 
Wood, as Secretary; R. C. Maywood, J. F. Foot, F. C, Wemyss, 
Thomas Archer, Samuel H. Chapman, Standing Committeei 

The Fund association being thus organized, the fallowing 
circular was addressed to every theatre in the Uxdted States, 
.with a printed copy of the Rule* and Regulationa : 
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SiRf OR HiDAftr, 

Y our attention iii earnestly requested to the enclosed Rulcfi 
and Regulations of the General Theatric^ Fund. 

The list of members will convince you of the readiness and sincerity 
with which its ohJects have been entered into ; the eKpcdicnce and neces- 
sityof such a society« 1 trust, will induce your hearty concurrence and co- 
operation ; and I an authorized to add, that many liberal donations already 
bayeheen bestowed. 

By order, 

(Signed) John FonnrisTER Foot. 

Secretary* T. F. 


Mr. E. Forrest, with a promptitude which did honour both 
to his head and heart, tendered hh gratuitous services for one 
night* at every city or town in. which he might be engaged, 
in aid of the Teceipts, added to which, he gave a donation of 
dollars ; Miss Clara Fisher and Mrs. Sloman gave each 
a ywailftf sum. 

Messrs. E. L. Carey, Pierce Butler, W, E. Bridges, W. E. 
IstRel, C. Alexander, J. Savage, F. A. Huber, 1*. Wetherall, 
C. W^herall, G. D. Shaeff, of the city of Philadelphia, each 
gare a donation, several of them expressing their intention to 
repeat the same annually, until the Fund should be firmly 
established. The drat benefit took place on Tuesday, March 
l^dth, At the Arch Street Theatre, on which occasion the Ches' 
nut and Walnut were closed, and the actor^ of the three 
th^tres employed in the performance. E. Forrest played 
Haobeth ; the force was the ** Lancers and the first address 
on behalf of our infant association, was delivered by Mr. 
Archer, the stage manager of the Arch Street Theatre. The 
reeeiptB were b& hundred and five dollars ; thus in less than 
three months, paying all expenses incurred, we had a balance 
in bank of seven hundred and sixty-five dollars, the most 
• kindly feelings for our .success in the community, during the 
worst theatrical season ever known in Philadelphia, when 
actors were suffering distress from the non>payment of salaries, 
and managers relieving tiremselves from the anticipated hor- 
rors of a prison, by the benefit of the insolvent laws. 

All our labour was thrown away by the apathy of those 
most interested. The money obtained was permitted to re- 
idle iii^ank, the opportunity lost of receiving donations 
sJhiftthe BtaSs who visited us from Europe ; the actors, one by 
' 4^l^eclining to pay their dues, and the chance of realizing 
ym/fy thousand dollars, which would hourly have increased, 
'fmmiyig a Fund to wMch every deserving actor could have 
looked with confidence for support in old age, placing him 
bmnd the reach of misfortune, was lost ! 

Many years will elapse before so favourable an opportunity ^ 
will again present itself: should it occur, 1 hope the actors 
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will profit by experience, and establish a General Fond, wHich 
shall be as lasting as the professioBi, and to which each may 
point with pride and Bay, " Thiik is my worh 


CHAPTER XX. 

N’o Sonpf tio Supper. Jefferson leaves the Theatre, and never afterwards 
Acts in Pliiladcipliia. Plenty of Hard Work. No money. I give up 
at last in Despair, and comeoutvrithan Advertisement, “Starved Out.” 
Man of Business behind a Counter. Calvin Edson, the Living Skele- 
ton, turned Actor. Horrible Destitution of the Philadelphia Actors 
during this Season. 

Desolation and misery was now the order of the day. Lucky 
was the actor who could realize a feW dollars from his ben^t : 
as to salary, it was insanity to look for such a thing, 
change your situation was by no means to better your positi<)n. 
But when it is known that the actors of the Chesnut ^treeh 
Theatre, performed the opera of No Song no Supper,” with- 
out a note of instrumental music, the orchestra haring struok^ 
because they were not paid, some idea may be formed of the 
state of the theatres. The audience permitted the vocal mu- 
sic to proceed, and even honoured one or two pieces with an 
encore/* 

Booth, who was engaged, was attacked with one of those 
fits of periodical insanity, to which he is subject, and was 
chained down to his bod, thus injuring instead of aiding our 
cause. 

Jefferson, whoso benefit was announced with the new play 
of “A School for Grown Children,” could scarcely muster 
enough to pay the expenses, and resolved to leave the theatre. 
The manager having demanded and received the full amount 
of his nightly charge on such occasions, offered him but half 
his income at the treasury, on Saturday. This was a blow the 
favourite comedian could not brook. The rucccbs of Sloman, 
an actor so greatly his inferior, had irritated him both with 
his msmager and the audience ; but what must have been the 
apathy of the public towards dramatic represeag^tation, when ^ 
such a man, whose reputation shed lustre on the theatre to 
which he was attached, was permitted to leave the cityuf 
Philadelphia with scarcely an inquiry as to his whereabout, 
two-thir^ of the audience ignorant of his departure. The 
last time he acted in Philadelphia was for my benefit, kindly 
studying the part of Sir Bashful Constant, in “ The Way to 
Keep mm/* which he played admirably. 
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Mr. JOSEPH J^FFBBSON 



Waa an actor formed in natnre^s merriest mood, a genuine son 
of Momus ; there was a vein of rich humour running through- 
out sdl he did, which forced you to laugh despite of yourself. 
He discarded grimace as unworthy of him, although no actor 
possessed a greater command over the muscles of his own face, 
or the faces of his audience, oompelliog you to laugh or cry 
at his pleasure. His excellent pemonation ii old men acquired 
for him, befof e he had reached the meridian of life, the titfin 
of Old Jefferson. ^ ^ 4 

The astonishment of atraugers at 
young man pointed out in the street as Jeife] 
had seen the night previous, at the theatre* 
res^ly on the Verge of existence, was the greatest oi 
w^h could be paid to the talent df the actor. 

^ 'His Versatility was astonishing; light comedy, old men, 
pahtoinime, low comedy, and occasionally juvenile tragedy. 
Educated in the very best school for acquiring knowledge in 
his profession, his father being an actor of no mean repute in 
Drury Lane Theatre, during ^the reign of Oarrick, Jefferson 
was an adept in all the " trickery” of the stage, which, when 
it suited his purpose, he could turn to excellent account. He 
was the reigning favourite of the Philadelphia Theatre for a 
longer period than any other actor ever attached to the city, 
and left it with a reputation all might envy. 

In his social relations he was the model ot what a gentleman 
should be, a kind husband, an affectionate father, a warm 
friend, and a truly honest man. * Pie died at Harrisburg, 
Where he had been playing, at his son's theatre, but no stone 
marks the spot where moulder the remains of one of the 
brightest ornaments of his profession. 

** Alas J poor Yorick !” 


During no period of my theatrical life did I work harder or 
receive less money than during the season under Mr. Pratt's 
management of 1829 and 1830 ; it was no uncommon occur- 
rence to appear in two new characters on the same evenings 
and on more than one occasion, ** three.’* So long aa there 
appeared the slightest chance of resascltation to the fallen 
fortunes of the ChesnuWtrdet Theatre, the actors laboured 
diligently, but When after all their toil, no Money could be 
obtained for weeks in succession, one by one dropt from their 
allegiance ; for myself, I abandoned the theatre in despair, my 
ben^t alone preserving me and my fhmily fkom actual starva- 
tion. In this situation of affairs, 1 turned my thoughts to my 
old Tocation of selling lotteiy tkkotSi and on the 22d^of March^ 
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1S30| much to the annoyanoo of moxiy of my ptofeeialtmal 
brethren, I issued the fbllbWing adtertuieiUeut t— 

« STARTED OUT! 

** The unprecedented depression of Theatricals in the city 
of Philadelphia having deprived tho managers of the different 
theatres of the means of paying their actors, or fulfilling their 
contracts, the profesaion no longer affords the means of pro- 
curing the humble fare of bread and cheese for the support 
of a family* Under these clrcamstanoes, am I compelled 
to seek for other means of suhsist^me, and to exclaim reluc- 
tantly— 

Othello's occupation's gone.'" 

“ P. O.Wemyss, grateful for past favours, again solicits the 
patronage of his iiiends and the public, having opened pot- 
tery office in the Arcade, No. 34, East Avenue, and 85, West 
Avenue, where, by strict attention, he hopes to merit supphrt* 
Having been three years out of business, he can only at 
present refer to prizes sold in days of * Attld lany tSyneY 
and many whose fortunes have been amply increased by their 
purchases from him, can bear testimony that Wemyss’ office 
was fortune i} omi abode. He has sent a most i>re83ing 
invitation to her, and doubts not she will return to her old 
quarters.” 

[Here followed a scheme of the Union Canal Lottery.] 

The heading of this advertisement gave particular offence 
to the managers. To their remonstrances I could only answer, 
Js it not trm t and then laughingly using the language Of 
Shakspearo, say, 1 am not bound to plesae thee with my 
(rnswers) advertisments.” 

I now made known my terms for acting, to be five dollars 
per night, payable in advance, for any parts I had previously 
acted, and ten dollars if required to study a new character. 
Although I could receive money from the treasury, aa a 
regularly engaged actor, yet this arrangement yielded me aU 
average of from fifteen to twenty dollars per week, and was a 
most seasonable supply to aid my new business. It was thus 
1 became a member (for occasional aid only,) of the seoeders, 
who opened the Washington Theatre, in York Road ; and 
those who witnessed the performance of the comedies of 
'' John Bull,” and “ The Rivals,” left the theatre delighted 
with the representation. Mr. Duff, Mr. Wemyss, Mr, Foote, 
Mr. Clarke, Mr. Webb* Mr. Logan, Mrs. Wheatley, Mrs. Stick- 
ney, Mr. and Mrs. C. Durang, were members of the company. 
It was here that Mr. David Ingersoll, a young man of much 
promisci and woU known in How York m an excellent actor^ 
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made his fiisi public effart. Dissipatioii finished his career 
at an early age, which common prudence would have made a 
brilliant one. What a pity it is, that while so many actors 
have imitated Mr. E. Forrest on the stage, bo few have imi- 
tated hifi admirable example of sobriety and economy, in 
private life. Mr. A. Adams, his only successful rival, would 
have possessed a fortune equal to the great tragedian, had 
his conduct ofi the ata^ been marked by the same correct 
demeanour. 

Alas ! that a man should put an enemy 
Within his mouth, to steal away his brains.*'— SuAKsrr Aar. 

One of those outrages upon public decency, too common in 
the minor theatres of London, but which had hitherto never 
been attempted in America, was perpetrated at the Walnut- 
^toeet Theatre, in the production of a piece under the title of 
tbftt ** Mail Robbers,” while Porter and Wilson were upon trial 
for their Uvea, for the commission of the crime of robbing the 
United States mail ; both being found guilty and sentenced 
to be executed. Can anything be more revolting than making 
such a subject ^he theme of dramatic representation, while 
the victims were awaiting the penalty due to their crimes, 
among the community whose laws they had outraged. Surely 
this is a case in which the authorities of the city should have 
interfered, to prohibit such an exhibition ; that they did not 
do 80, is a lasting disgrace. The crime, however, did not go 
unpunished. 

Mr. S. Chapman, the manager, having, with his artist, 
visited Turner’s L<ime, where the robbery was committed, to 
give an exact scenic view of the spot, contracted a violent 
cold, which terminated his existence on the Idth of May, 1830, 
By a singular fatality, his last appearance upon the stage was 
in the ch^aracter intended to represent Porter, who was after- 
wards hanged. Poor Chapman! he was a man of varied 
talent, of much literary knowledge, and an universal favour- 
ite : with all his faults, the stage coiild have better spared 
a better man.” Had he lived, he would have produced an 
, entire revolution in the minor drama of America ; with his 
death, ceased the prosperity of the theatre ; he is buried in 
’ Bonaldaon’s oemeteiy, where a neat monument records his 
' memory, erected by friends lie had gained during a sojourn of 
two years and eight months in the city of Philadelphia. 

The death of Mr. Chapman proved the service that a well 
regulated theatrical fund must be to actors in distress. No 
sooner was it known, than a special meeting was summoned, 
and the following letter was addressed to his widow 
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" Philadelphiftj May 18, 18 JO, 

*' My Dsar Madamb,— 

In deep condolence for your late bereavement, the members of the 
General Theatrical Fund respectfully lender their assistance, pre^fession-^ 
ally, in aid of a benefit, should you feel disposed to avail yourself of their 
exertions. With best wishes for your prosperity, we remain 

Vour obedient servants, 

J. H. Clarks, 
Fras. C, WEMVaa. 

' J. T, Foot, Secretary." 


(Signed,) 


On tbe 26th of May^ this benefit took place at the Walnut 
Street Theatre. The pieces selected, the " School for ScaUdal/’ 
and “ High Life Below Stairs every member of the Fund 
affording their gratuitous services, thus placing five hundred 
dollars at the disposal of the widow. 

Before the close of this calamitous season actors were to ^ 
seen walking the streets of Philadelphia, with their toes pro- 
truding from their shoes, their elbows from their coats ; and 
their hats, which had once been black, — oh ! name them not — 


II ■ I hod a hat. 

Yet it was not all a hat : 

The rim was gone. ' 

* (Vide) Parody o% Lord Byroi/Cs ** 2) arIcneisP 

Eagerly seizing the occasional chance of obtaining a dollar, for 
acting, as the substitute for one whose indisposition (to act 
without being paid — ha ! ha ! ha !) prevented their appear- 
ance ; forcing the manager into an apology, which the audience 
knew to be untrue, and sneered at accordingly. 

The last attempt in this scale of de^adatjon, was the reduc- 
tion of the price of admission to the boxes, to fifty cents, and 
the production of Calvin Edson, the living skeleton, as an 
actor. In the burletta of '‘Rochester,"' on 24th of June, 1830, 
he appeared as Jeremiah Thin ; but even this failed to relieve 
the manager from any portion of the difiicuUy he laboured 
under : bad became worse, until the doors of the Chesnut 
Street Theatre closed for the season, under Mr. Pratt’s manage- 
ment, with a bilbof performance announced, which could not 
take place, because actors, musicians and carpenters, were 
worn out by hope delayed and broken promises, of — money to- 
morrow never came. 

If matters fared thus badly with the performers of Old 
they were not much better at the other houses. Mr. 
Philips, after a disastrous season, attempted to open again ; 
but closed for want of on audience, on the fourth night. Th^ 
Walnut Street Theatre, whose chance of success ended with 





the death of Samuel Chapmto, lingered open to the last^ doa* 
ing with a lead of deH Which forced the managers to shelter 
themselves under the benefit of the insolvent laijs^ 
tf the season of Id^ and saw the retirement of Wood» 
Warren, Blahe, (Ainslee,] Inslee, and Wemy8s^820 and 1880 
tenhinated the career of S. T, Pratt, A. J* Iliilips, Green, 
IBdmonds, and poor Sam Chapman ; for their successors, 1 refer 
you to the next chapter. 


CHAPTER XXr. 

Campaign of 1830 and 1831. Non-payment of Salaries. Charles Kean. 

. Master Burke* The Star System-^Rugh-lights. Mademoiselle DMick, 

the great actor. Tyke^ in the ** School of Hcfoim.’* 

‘'k 

Twip campfdgn of 1830-’81, was opened on Saturday, the 28th 
4ji August, by the Chapman ISsmily at the Walnut Street Thea- 
&e with the Heir at Law,” ai^d Love Laughs at Lock- 
smiths.” The company was really one of taleht, and merited 
a (better fate than non-payment of salaries. 

.vBut novelty, new faeisi strange f mu, has ever been the cry 
in Philadelphia when amusement Is proposed, which desire is 
no sooner complied with, than a wish succeeds for the faces 
of their old favourites, whose absence is lamented when too 
la^e, and comparisons instituted by no means favourable to 
the new comers. It appears almost incredible, after the 
misery of the spring and summer season of 1830, that any 
capable actor sheuld have been found hardy enough to ven- 
ture upon managcmetit ; yet all three of the theatres were 
occupied, and res^y for a fair start in this road to ruin. 

The present season was marked by the appearance of the 
smallest and the largest star that ever ^aced the same 
theatre«-hfaster Burke, the Lilliputian musician and actor, 
and Mademoiselle D’Jick, the elephant of Siam, who both 
appeared at the Arch Street Theatre, which opened on the 
SOth of August, under the management of Archer, Maywood 
and Walton, with the " Bride of Laramermoor,” and Turn 
Out Hyatt and Kilner being added to the names familiar to 
the citizens of Philadelphia. 

Davis, of the French opera, opened the Chesnut Street 
Theatre for a short season. 

Messrs. Lamb and Coyle made me an overture to enter into 
partnership with them in the Chesnut street Theatre, or to 
take the stage inana^Uient. 1 recommended Mr. W. B. 
Wood i^et that situaSon, as I bcBevcd his name asscoiated 
witk the theake was miesl likely te cxncim«ad the carport of 
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tli0 fiiahioiiftbld oifcles in Bid of the draniE^ but the fetithl 6f 
that taste, which appeared extinct, for theatrical repr^nta- 
tions, was reserved for the appearance of Mias Fanny Kembld, 
at a later period, of whom hereafter* I declined their offer, 
bnt accepted on engagement in the theatre, which opened on 
Monday, the l8th of October, with the “ Heir at Law,’ the 
Lottery Ticket,” and the “ Young Widow f’ an address, 
written by W. C, Bridges, was spoken by me, of which 1 re- 
gret I did not preserve a copy. John Mills Brown and Mrs. 
C. Young were the only strangers of any reputation who pos- 
sessed the charm of novelty, although the season commenced 
very prosperously. 

The first announcement which excited attention, was the 
name of Charles Kmn^ (son of the great tragedian,) at 
the Arch Street Theatre, on the 28rd of September, to per- 
form the part of Richard the Third. The house was Well 
filled, and I took my seat in the boxes, with a feeling of re- 
gret that Mr. V. Kean had not selected the Chesnut StT^t 
Theatre to make his first appoaranoe. Old recollections, And 
the warm friendship 1 entertained fbr his father, rendered me 
anxious for hil success. 1 left the theatre with a feeling of 
dis ippointment, and a conviction that the mantle of the 
father had nut descended upon the shoulders of the son. The 
performance was weak throughout, painftilly reminding the 
auditor of his father's excellence, only to reoal his own want 
of physical power to act such a part as Richard the Third ; it 
was a failure which no subsequent effort could eradicate. And 
had Mr. C. Kean’s pretensions to be ranked among the first 
actors of the British stage rested upon his Jirst visit to the 
Vnited States, his claim could not have been recognized; t6 
his name alone was toleration conceded, added to which» he 
possessed a rival in the person of Mr. £. Forrest, a young man 
of his own age, rapidly rising in popularity with his country- 
men, and between whom and himself comparisons were 
instituted on all occasions. It was, therefore, a fortunate 
circumstance for his reputation, that he paid the United 
States a second visit when his position as an actor was more 
definitively fixed, but he will never prove an attractive star. 
In the Atlantic cities he played Richard, Sir Giles Overreach, 
Shylook, Othello, Hamlet, and Reuben Qlenroy. On the 14th 
of December, 


Master BURKR, 

the Irish Roscius, appeared for the first time in Philadelphia, 
at the Arch Street Theatre, in the character of Young 
val, in “ Douglas,*’ i'^ding the overture of Guy Mannering, 
and playing Dr. O’Toole, in the « Irish Tutor/* The house 
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pi^deidnidd any thing but a flattering appearance, the Phila- 
delphinsa having no peculiar relish for precocity; but his 
success was great, and the remainder of hia engagement must 
have amply compensated for any little mortification ho may 
have experienced on his first reception. The sweet tones of 
his violin, and the graceful manner in which he handled his 
bow, created a sensation in the musical world. He lelt the 
uity with his pocket well filled with dollars, and a reputation 
which rendered it difficult to procure a seat in the boxes,' 
when he returned, {^gainst his acting I must be allowed 
to enter a protest — it was so inferior to that of Clara Fisher 
at a imuoh earlier age, it excited no astonishment, * and 
was tiresome to the audience, but to his musical abilities 1 
render a willing homage. He was a prodigy, deserving the 
snocess which crowned his efforts. 

A new tragedy, from the pen of David Paul Brown, Esq., 
a distinguished member of tho Philadelphia bar, was pro- 
’ duced at the Ohesnut Street Theatrey^on the 14 th of Decem- 
ber, 1830, entitled ** Sertorius.” Booth played the hero in a 
inanner which would have commanded success for any piece ; 
the beautiful poetry of this play, flowing froxfi his lips must 
have ^tified the fastidious taste of any author — how, then, 
must it have delighted the audience. The play wanted ncito7i 
•^there was too much declamation. It Was received by a 
fashionable audience with every mark of success, and repeated 
several times, being withdrawn only by the termination of 
Mr. Booth’s engagement— another of the blessings of the star 
system entailed upon managers, who are thus prevented from 
reaping the harvest of their exertions, even from a successful 
]^y, the engagement of the star elsewhere precluding the 
possibility of prolonpng an engagement. 

Bichard Penn Smith also produced a new piece, for Christ- 
mas Kight, founded on Cooper’s novel of the Water Witch, in 
which I had to play Tom Tiller. Mr. Young, for whom the 
part was originally compiled, returning it to the managers at 
the eleventh hour, as too long, he being utterly unable to 
petomit the words to memory. My faculty, in that respect, 
being notorious throughout the profession, it was useless to 
pay. 1 could not do it, and I was unwilling to say 1 won7d not ; 

after labouring successfully at my task, I could not oon- 
weal my mortification to find 1 was the only person in the 
pieae conversant with the language of the author. Instead of 
receiving help from those who had le.^8 to learn, I was obliged 
to prompt others, and bear the whole burthen of a three act 
melo-drama on my own shoulders. It was a fmc^nate circum- 
stanee that the holiday folks who composed our audience 
were too noisy to observe our delinquency, or the piece would 
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Iiave met a different fate. It passed off with and then 
passed on to the managers’ shelyes. 

On the 8th of January, Charles Kean commenced an en- 
gagement at the Chesnnt Street Theatre, but the error he had 
committed in not choosing it as his first ground, was not to 
be repaired. His houses were worse than he attracted ai tho 
Ai'ch Street Theatre. Throughout this seasen, the stars were 
continually running from one house to the other ; so that, as 
Jack Falstaff has it, “ ^ou hnew not where to have them” 

Mr. E. Forrest, after playing at the Arch Street Theatre, 
also came for a few nights to the Chesnut Street Theatre ; so 
also Madam Fearon, Hackett, Finn, Mrs. Austin, and others. 

On the 10th of January, 1831, 1 revived, for my benefit, the 
good old comedy of the ** Suspicious Husband,” and a new 
piece entitled Free and Easy,” heading my play-bill thus : 

l^’o Stars, 

But a host of approved Eush-lights. 

Wood, Wemyss, 

Roberts, J. M. Brown, 

* Young, Green, 

Mrs. Darloy, Mrs. Wood, 

Mrs. Young, Mrs, Willis, 

Miss Kerr, Mrs. F.' Durang. 

Rushlights ! Most of them better stars than those who 
grace the play-bills nightly, with their names in large letters, 
in these degenerate times. The play was judiciously chosen, 
well acted, and presented to a fashionable audience, but the 
manager pocketed the proceeds, kindly allowing me to call 
upon my friends to make up the deficiency, by taking a second 
benefit. This was tho first time I ever knew the proceeds of 
an actor’s beiieiit to remain unpaid ; it had always been con- 
sidered a trust, sacred in the hands of the manager. Mis- 
fortune may render a man unable to meet his payments of 
weekly salary, but to refuse to pay over the proceeds of an 
actor’s benefit, is a crime, a breach of trust of the blackest 
kind, Seldom practised by the most unpi'incipled manager. 

On the 5th of April, I appeared at the Walnut Street 
Theatre, in the character of Tyke, in the “ School of Reform,” 
which I had promised to act, to oblige a very worthy friend 
of mine, (whose name I do not feel authorised to mention) to 
whom X once stated 1 thought I could play the part. 

Before the curtain rose, I would willingly have paid fifty 
dollars to have escaped the effect of my folly, in making a 
rash promise. Fancy a light comedian, held in high eitima* 
tion by the audience of tho Chesnut Street Theatre, attempt* 
iug to poxfonn tho most difi&oult in tho rtMo of domosUo 
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roqulring a broad Yorksbire dialect to afford even a 
chance of anccess. By one of those freaks^ ivhich frequently 
or mar an actor, 1 was successful, beyond my most san- 
guiue expectations. 

The difficulty of the task ensured my triumjj^h : the audience 
expected, and came prepared, to witness a fmurc ; but when 
the curtain fell on the second act, the applause was so hearty 
that I felt I was sure of success. When 1 appeared again, 1 
was greeted by three distinct rounds of applause, and was 
offered, at the close of the performance, one hundred dollars 
to repeat the character on the following Saturday night. 

So much was said out of the theatre smout this permrmance, 
that when I was in treaty with Haywood and company, How- 
botham made a positive stipulation, that 1 shauld open in 
Tyke, which 1 agreed to do^ on condition that he gave ms a 
Saturday night at the Walnut Street Theatre for my benefit, 
and should not ask me to repeat the part. 

Hy second attempt was by no means so saccessful as my 
first; six weeks had elapsed, during which time all my 
theatrical friends had been urging me to turn my attention to 
what are termed the " Heavy Countrymen/’ of which Tyke 
is the best speoimen. The audience expected too much, and 
were disappointed. In the first instance they were agreeably 
surprised, and in the second, proportionately disappointed, al- 
though they warmly applauded the effort. Three times in the 
course of my theatrical career, 1 have received the marked 
approbation of the audience, for acting parts totally dissimilar 
to my usual cast of characters, and from which I expected to 
reap anything else than reputation. Dr, Canttvell, in the 
"Hypocrite,” Ti/ie, in the " School of Reform,” and Old Nelson, 
in “ Jonathan Bradford,” will ever be remembered by me, as 
characters which proved to the audience 1 was capable of 
affording them amusement in a more varied line of the drama, 
if Z chose to turn my attention to them. 

The seventh of May, 1831, is deserving of record, ns being 
the day which gave birth to the firm of Maywood & Co., the 
only management assuming anything like stability since tbe 
days of Warren and Wood; they opened the Walnut Street 
Tii^re with the " Foundling of the Forest,” and the " Bleep 
Walker,” remaining open until the Slst day of July, at which 
time they obtained possession of the Ohesnut Street Theatro 
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CHAPTER XXII. 

New Management. Stars announced. Forrest and the Gladiator. 

Warren's last appearance as an Actor* 

Thb season of 1831— 8'2, was opened by Maywood and Co., on 
Saturday, the 27th day of Augdst, at the Walnut Street 
Theatre, with the melo drama of uie “ Heart of Mid- Lothian,” 
and the farce of “ Raising the Wind,” in which I personated 
Jeremy Diddler. 

On the Monday following, Messrs. Jones, Duify, and Forrest, 
opened the Arch Street Theatre, with Sheridan’s comedy of 
** The Rivals,” and Black-Eyed Busan.” 

On the 17th of October, the Chesnut Street Theatre once 
more opened its doors for the season, announcing as stars en* 
gaged, Mr. Sinclair, Miss Hughes, Master Burke, Mr. C. KeaUf 
Mr. Anderson, Madame Bartalozzi, Mr. Finn, Mr. Hackett, 
Mrs. Barrymore, Miss Clara Fisher, and Mr, Booth. > 

They say the lirst blow is half the battle : but should that 
blow fail, what becomes pf tho aggressor ? The first star pre- 
sented to the public was 

Mh. SINCLAIR 

who was announced to play Francis Oabaldistone-, in **Rob 
Roy,’* on the 17 th of October. As a singer, he was once tho 
pride of the Loudon stage; the sucoeesfiil rival of Braham, 
whose triumph in English music, in conjunction with Miss 
Stephens (the Codntess of Essex,) in ** Guy Mannering” and 
' Rob Roy,” form the subject of many a pleasing reminiscence 
in the musical world. Tliirty nights was announced as the 
utmost limit to which his present visit to the ITniled States 
could possibly extend, (at least so said tho play-bills, which, 
like the newspapers, never lie) . The prices of admission were 
raised to the old standard, and public expectation wrought 
up to the hifihost pitch. This unnatural excitement proved 
the grave of his reputation : he fell a victim to bis own fame. 
The wreck of his former self, he wM called upon to realize 
the moat extravagant expectations, and failed most lament- 
ably, sealing the fate of the Chesnut Street season, whose 
prospects appeared so brilliant. His voice had fled ; in Vain 
the managers endeavoured through the columns of the nei^* 
papers, to persuade the public^e sung as well as ever he did 
— the man was there, ’tis true, but the voice, which could 
keep a crowded theatre in breathless ^ence to hear, 

^ vm gone; Us KW 
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pasAed, and he was rapidly descending to that position, where 
snauagers become fertile in framing excuses to avoid entering 
into engagements which they knew must fidt. It is a 
soproe of regret to the admirers of Mr. Sinclair—*^ and their 
name is legion ,^' — that ho did not retire w'hen he could have 
done Ap with eclilLt. His visit to the United States was ioju- 
dicioUB ; he must have been aware that" his powers were im- 
paired, if not entirely loBt> and that no recollection of what 
he had been could be brought forward to shield him before 
the audience of the !N^ew World, where he presented himself 
as a candidate for public approbation, relying upon the force 
of his reputation for a favourable reception, furnishing an- 
other proof of the tenacity with which public performers 
ding to that applause they have been accustomed to receive, 
untu sounds of an opposite nature awake them to the un- 
pleasant truth, that their attraction is gone, fled like a dreun, 
never to return. 

I have heard Mr. Sinclair sing, when admiring crowds 
could scarce obtain admission within the spacious walls of 
Oovent Garden Theatre ; when his name was suilicient to fill 
a concert room to overflowing, and his ballads the theme of 
praise on every tongue ; but 1 should never have recognized 
the gentleman who appeared this evening as Francis Osbal- 
diston, as the John Sinclair, claimed as the Scottish Minstrel, 
and the King of Song. 

The failure of this, their hrst star, and the greatest name 
they could offer, had a most sinister effect on the future pros- 
pects of the managers during the season. 

Messrs. Jones, Duffey, and Forrest were active and enter- 
prising opponents, watching to take advantage of every false 
move their adversaries might make. Mr. £. Forrest played 
**Metamora” on the same evening at the Arch Street Theatre, 
which terminated so fatally for the treasury of the Ohesnut 
Street, and on the following Monday thejr produced Dr. Bird’s 
tragedy of the “Gladiator,*’ (24th of October), The reception 
it met with was enthusiastic, and notwithstanding the opinion 
of the London critics to the contrary, its success was well 
deserved. As a ffrst attempt at dramatic composition, it re- 
flected honour on its author. Accustomed as* an actor is to 
striking scenes, 1 was taken by surprise at the effect produced 
at the closing of the second act, the nsing of the Gladiators 
in the arena, and the disposition of the characters as the act 
drop fell, I do not believe was ever surpassed in any theatre 
ia the world. ^ ^ 

But the author committed a iblunder in composition ; unless 
he was prepared with something more vigorous, he should 
have ended his plot here, instead of oommencing it. The 
very exceUenee of the situation and action just depicted; 
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prepared you for aomething more startling yet to follow, 
while the third act, which immediately ibllows, is the worst 
act of the whole play, as if the author had exhausted himself 
in the commencement of his task ; and instead of rising gra- 
dually to the point oi excellence he here acquired, he sinks 
below mediocrity, and, with the exception of the deBcr%»ticn 
of Phasarius and the death of Bpartacus, he nerer again rises 
above it. 

It would be superfluous to say one word on the subject of 
Mr. E. Forrest’s performance of Spartacus : it was the per- 
fection of melo-dramatic tragedy, to the excellence of which 
every frequenter of the theatres bears willing testimony. J. 
li. Scott merited the thanks of the author for his performance 
of Pharsarius, and the managers for the scenery and dresses. 
The play was produced in a style worthy of the reputation of 
the actor, by whose liberality it was presented to the public. 
It was repeated almost every night during Mr. E. Forrest’s 
engagement, and retains its popiflarity undiminished to th^ 
present day (1843). ’ 

On the 14th of September, I had a misunderstanding with 
Maywood k Co., which led to my retirement from the Chesnut 
Street Theatre ; the cause, an attempt to forfeit me one dollar, 
by the management, for having prevented (by the loss of a 
night’s sleep,) the necessity of their changing the pieces an- 
nounced for performance. Without the usual notice in the 
Green-room, but on the mere supposition that I had played 
the part, Mr. Kowbotham, the stage-manager, sent my name 
to the press for Mandeville, in the ** Young Widow, not 
only a long but a difficult part ; the lirst intimation 1 had of 
it was the printed bill, at half past ten o'clock, on the even- 
ing preceding. 1 told Kowbotham, at once, I would not do it. 
My unfortunate {many might ikinh it fortunate) faculty of 
committing a given of number of words to memory in the 
shortest space of time, was too well known to the managers, 
who, after many kind phrases, and the ** blarney” which 
usually proves successful with an actor, when a manager is 
anxious to coax him into a disagreeable thing, 1 agreed to 
attempt it, on condition that a rehearsal was called at one 
o’clock. The performance of the evening, in which I sus- 
tained a principal pa|^ was not concluded uhtU half-past 
twelve o'clock, when, wRh Ike prompt-book in my possession, 
1 left tho theatre, not to seek repose, but to read incessantly 
for three hours. By four o'clock, I had completed my task, 
and retired to bed, when in the morning I was summoned to 
attend a ten o’clock rehearsal. Notwithstanding this was a 
violation of terms on which 1 consented to study the charac- 
ter, it wa^ my intention to have been there — ^s^dent alone 
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prevented it* I fell mleep, and did not awake until aften 
eleven o?clocK* finding it imposeibld to be at ^e theatre in 
tim to rehearse a piece, which does not occupy an hour in 
acting, 1 devoted the forenoon to reading the part attentively, 
and to my great satisfaction, found I was perfect. X told 
Bovi^Mtham the reason of my absence, who laughed, and 
thaiaRd me at the end of the performance, with the remark, 
that ho did not know how the devil 1 got the words into my 
head. Having fuldlled my promise, I could scarcely expect 
pun-ishment, where I was fairly entitled to remuneration for 
antra services; therefore, on Saturday, I was not only sur- 
prised, but indignant, to hnd a dollar retained from my salary, 
with the notice on a small piece of paper, explaining the 
cause, which read thus : — “Mr. Wemyss, one dollar, keeping 
the prompt book of the ‘Young Widow,' from rehearsal.” 
I refused to submit to this act of injustice; the managers 
seemed to treat it as a good joke ; but I had not inclination 
^ be joked out of my money. I made a formal demand for 
the restitution of the dollar, which being refused, I told them 
that I would commence a suit for its recovery, if it cost me 
twenty times the amount. I received a reply from Mr. May- 
wood, stating that the rules and regulations of the theatre 
were imperative, and binding upon all ; that they would be 
enforced in every case, without reference to persons ; that the 
money coutd not be returned ; that I was at liberty to adopt 
any course I might think proper. 1 therefore, forthwith, 
issued a summons against Maywood, liowbotham and Pratt, 
for the enormous sum of one dollar, unlawfully by them de- 
tained. Before the day hxed for the hearing before the 
magistrate, they cooled a little. Pearing to risk an exposure 
which must have proved most discreditable to them, they 
Bent me the money, with the costs, to the magistrate's office, 
and contented themselves with addressing me a letter^ 
stating my services would not be retiuired in the theatre at 
the expiration of the present week. Nothing would have 
pleased me better than such an arrangement at the com- 
mencement of the quarrel, for I never could forgive the 
meanness of the act ; but now, my character as an actor, and 
a man, required I should submit to no measure which could 
appear to place the managers in thought, and myself in the 
^ong, in a cause so oppressive and ^rannical. ' 1 refused to 
PIcept this discharge, as it was termed ; hut the breach of 
^BOntmet, it actually was; my engagem^t being for ten 
imixU/hs, and not for one week — we tried thh question also, 
wliph was decided in my favour, by arbitration. I returned 
to the theatre, on the 27th of October, after an absence of 
|hiir vmktp during which, they had to pay me my stipulated 
umWi tfx img nothiog i u&tdl their vml>iUty to pay their 
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salaries, left; xBe at liberty to ttim the tables, aad discharge 
them from being my maBters, instead of their disoharging me 
as their ^rvant. The hostility thus^ engendered, continued 
in active operation for years. Considering Mr. Pratt had 
been my partner ; Mr. Mayvood, the acting manager of iba 
Baltimore and Washington Theatres, on my aeooni^ and 
Mr. Rowbotham was the stage manager of my creating, In the 
Chesnut Street Theatre, I was, even if in the wrong, from old 
associations, entitled to some little courtesy. But when, by 
express stipulation of engagement, I was exempted from at- 
tending more than one rehearsal of a new piece, and not 
bound to attend an old one at all, except at my own pleasure 
and convenience, I am at a loss to account for this transaction. 
It is true, Mr. Rowbotham said he had selected me as an 
example, that he might say to others — Why, we forfeited 
Wemyss. How then can you expect to escape!” Good logic, 
this ; but applied to a bad subject, when he proposed to 
make me a victim to frighten others into the performance of 
their duty. 

Early in November, I received from Warren the following 
letter, dated Baltimore : — 

** Deau WEMvas 

"" What arc you about— .arc you a Walnut Street play-actor, or a 
Chcsiuit Street play-actor, or no play-actor at all ? Do write, an»i let me 
hear tlie news. Do you think there is a possibility of my acting at either 
of the theatres in your city, during the present season ? 

Yours, very truly, 

(Signed,) •* Wiiaiam Wabrkn.** 

I showed this letter to Mr. Maywood, and the result was an 
olfer of an engagement at the Chesnut Street Theatre, the last 
he ever ftllfilled, commencing with Falstaff, on the 19th of 
November, 1831, and terminating on th€( 25fch of the saine 
month, when, for his benefit, he appeared as Sir Robert 
Bramble, in the ** Poor Gentleman.*’ I played Frederick, and 
in the last scenes of the play it was evident that the old 
gentleman’s memory v^as failing. In the beginning of the 
fifth act, he suddenly laid his liand upon my shoulder, and 
said, “ Frank, lead me off tho stage, for I do not know what 
[ am talking about. He finished the part, committing 
blunder upon blunder, itntil it became evident to the audience, 
who kindly cheered the last momenta of his public ca^br 
with their long and continued approbation. He never acted 
again— and thus closed the theatrical life of William Warren, 
one of ffie greatest favourites, both as a man and an actor, the 
Philadelphia stage ever possessed. As a manager, he long and 
ably directed the theatre in Its brightest days; nniversidtj^ 
respected, his m}sfori;nnes in the latter part of his life^ Wb 
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with imiY^erflal ^mmiseration, hnt littlo assistandd.. iiMiiif 
1% BaltimcMte, on I'riday. October 19, 1832, aged 66 ’years, 
those friends who best knew his worth, and 


remdmbeTed by all, as the smly representative of Shakspeare’s 
liniial^table Sir John FalstaC The last time his name was 
annll^oed, was at the Arch Street Theatre, on the Slh of 
J>i(j3nber, when he intended to take lefive of the audience in 
bR address,4n the character of Ifalstaff. lie was too ill to 
Wppear, and 1 regret to state the amount ef the house lor his 
last benefit, was a disgrace to the frequen^ters of the theatre — 
Wving him, in sickness, to re^et he had sufierod lus name 
to be announced, and that his friends, in the hoar of his 
utmost need, had entirely deserted him. 

Miss CLIFTON ' 


appeared as Lady Macbeth, on the 10th of December. She failed 
to excite the slightest attention, possessing no requibite for ati 
^actress but personal appewnce, and deserving only of notice, 
'as the first lady belonging to the American stage, who was bom 
in the United States, and put forth pretensions to be considered 
a star. Her first benefit in Philadelphia, took place at the 
Chesnut Street Theatre, and (with the exception of Madame 
Heloise) was the worst house ever seen upon such an occasion, 
withilfthe walls. The performance was Bertram/* and the 
Lottery Ticket;’* Hamblin playing Bertram to her Imogene. 
It is an ungracious task, to speak of any lady in other terms 
than those of praise, therefore 1 must be excused from enter- 
ing into any further discussion, upon Miss Clifton’s merits as 
an actress. She played AstartC, in London, in Lord Byron’s 
Manfred and lattely supports Mr. Forrest during his star 
engagements ; but owes her position entirely to the system of 
newspaper pufilng, so fatal to the real interests of the drama. 

On the 17th of January, 1832, B. T. Conrad produced a five 
act tragedy of some merit, for Mr. Murdooh*8 benefit, under 
the title of Conrad of Naples/* at the Arch Street Theatre. 
Mnrdoch as the hero, acquired a goodly share of reputation, 
and certainly acted this part better than J. K. Scott, who 
afterwards attempted it. 

1 must not forget to mention a rpw which took place on the 
17th of December, at the Walnut Street Theatre, in conse- 
-qUence of Mr. Hamblin breaking down in the character of 
luchard the Third, his old enemy, the asthma, preventing 
Jw from proceeding beyond the third act. An apology was 
Xb to the audience, who quietly sat out the new piece of 
Me Evil Eye but when the curtain rose upon the farce of 
V^aieing the Wind,” in which 1 had to perform Jeremy 
IfBddler, the audience gave strong proof of their determination 
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violent disapprobatiori, I Venitited to expostidate witli* M- 
Bowbotham njKin the folly of attempting to proceed,; bWt he 
asked me if 1 was afraid — 1 aaid^ rTo ; but the ladies ar€^** 
*‘Qo on !” said he. ''Up with the curtain/’ said I. Bht no 
sooner had we chmmenoed fhc second act, and the detelbaina- 
tion of the niahagern'ent to proceed in S||lto of op|msitiou 
became manifest to the audience, than some geioilemi^. 
blackguard, (aside) threw a large piece of plaster, e^tractid 
from the roof of the pit passage, with some force upon 'the 
stage. It fell at the feet of Mrs. Charles Grech, wM wA 
acting Peggy, and whose face miraculously escap^ tib doh- 
tact. Her husband, who was on the stage, represgnting tha 
character of Old Plain way, in an instant seized the hffenmng 
missile, and hurled it back upon the audience with the em- 
phatic phrase, that the man that throw it, was a blackguard and 
a coward. A gehcral row ensued, in which stoves were^hver- 
turned, hot coals distributed, and the melee ended by Idllving 
actors and aifdienco in the da^ the lights being rapidly 
extinguished. How many black lyes, and how many useless 
threats were altered I stop not to detail. That Mr. Green was 
wrong in throwing a handful of rubbish among the audience, 
is not the question. Ho was undoubtedly right, in pfotcotihg 
hia wife from insult ; and his noble expression, that ^ oared 
for no danger; he only wished to bo placed beWle the 
scoundrel who threw the plaster, or any one who would 
justify him ; and as far as strength remained, ho would pro- 
tect a woman agaiiisftHhe whole aBsembled crowd, one after 
the (;ther, gained him a host of friends, and saved the manager 
much future annoyance form his ill judged perseverance. 

Miss Hughes appeared at the Chesnut Street Theatre, as a 
vocalist : her success was not equal to her merit. Blahehard, 
one of the glories of the British stage, in its best days, also 
appeared on tho 2ord of January, at the Chesunt Street 
Theatre, which was now opened ; one company doing double 
duty, playing at both theatres on the same night ; a cry amusing 
to the actors, liot unprofitable to the managers, but decidedly 
deprecated by the audience, who could not discover why an 
actor, passing from the comer of Ninth and Walnut Street, to 
Sixth and Chesnut Stareet, should be worth double the price 
of admission, in a force, which they had paid to see him in a 
full play, in the early part of the evening. 

Blanchard opened as Bon Lewis, in •* Love n^kes a Man.” 
To say thftt it was an excellent piece of acting, would only be 
to reiterate what every body, conversant with the stage, has 
already said ; but it Wanted actors of the same school, now, I 
am Sony to say, jOsst fading from existence in the counterparts. 

' K 5 ^ 
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Tkd plAjr iA obsolete to the present generation ; and Mr. 
B]Eanonaxd*s Mlnre to attract was owing to no want of merit 
on b|s part, bat a want of judgment to appreciate snob acting 
bytbe audience, who prefer "Mapoleon,** ^^Zanthe,” or any 
dramatic representation, where the eye can be gratified, to 
smarsi dialogue and repartee, which form the •essence of 
comedy* By the old authors, therefore, Monsieur Gouffe, 
with Ms imitation of the Monkey tribe, would fill the theatre, 
while an eflort ** to raise the genius, and to mend the heart,” 
would fail. 

The 18th of February, 1832, should bo marked in the dra- 
matic calendar with white stone,” having introduced a 
young lady of superior talent, in the person of 

Miss VIKOENT, 

who made her first appearance on any stage, at the Areh 
Btrett Theatre, in the character of Clari, taking not only the 
/tudienee, but the aotors,^y surprise, who, while congratu- 
lating her upon her mcri%d success, felt that the profession 
had acquired a gem of talent of the highest order. To Mr. 
Hamblin the public were indebted for the introduction of 
this young lady, whose aho^t but brilliant career forms an 
epocl^L the history of the American stage. From the night 
of heg^ebut, she rose in favour with the audience, who felt 
justly proud of their countrywoman; until the citizens of 
Hew York and Boston, confirming the opinion of the critics 
of Philadelphia, placed her, by unanimous consent, at the 
head of the arduous profession she had chosen. Had her life 
been spared, she would have created in London as great a sen- 
sation in the dramatic world, as did Miss Fanny Kemble in 
the United States, or Madame Baohel in France. Her person 
was small ; her features not remarkable for beauty, yet bore 
the stamp of intellect, which, when lighted up by the enthu- 
siasm of her assumed character, captivated the hearts of the 
audience. She died before her reputation had reached its 
v^nith, lamented by all who knew her, occupying without a 
^val the proud station of the first actress in America, 

^ t It is singular, that while female talent, (previous to the 
appearance of Miss Fanny Kemble,) was at the lowest ebb 
upon the London stage, the native actresses of the United 
^tatea should have presented a galaxy of talent, in the persons 
ffibf Miss Vincent, Miss Ann Waring, Mrs. Bichardson, (Miss 
Jefferson,) Mrs. Willis, (late Misa Warren,) all the Plaoide 
Umily, Misa Polby, (Mrs. Anderson,) Mrs. Kent, Miss Mary 
Miss Kiddle, Mrs. Flynn, and others. Had the managers 
the London Theatres been aware of its existence, many 
^Quld have been translated to the great metropolis, ae attrac" 
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tionn of rare toIhb* 1 lui>ve been Burpiised tbat Mr. Price* 
while famishing the American stage with Earopean talent* 
did not attempt the task for which he wat so well qualified^ of 
introducing some of these young ladies to a London audience. 
The speculation would have been a profitable one, for talent of 
the highest order in England is always sure to command ^ 
success. ^ 

The season of 1831 and 1832, was also mark^ by another 
addition of Talne^ in 


Mft. G. H. HILL, 

better known as Yankee HiD, who, from a very humble posi- 
tion in the Arch Street Theatre, in which he was frequently 
insulted by the derision and disapprobation of the audience, 
suddenly became a star, and what is more extraordinary, a 
good one too. Discharged in disgrace from his situation, for 
refusing to assist as a courtier, in the coronation scene of the 
** Exile,*’ glad to escape from an audience who ridiculed him, 
desperate in his oircumstanoes, allld reckless of oousequenoeS, 
he applied to Mr. Simpson, of the Park Theatre^ Hew 
York, lor permission to attempt a Yankee character. His 
snocess at once enabled him to enter the lists, as a star, 
to share the praise already bestowed upon Haokett in this 
new species of dramatic character. Making the heft of his 
time during Hackett’s absence in England, he proved a formi- 
dable rival to that gentleman, on his return, beating him on 
his own ground, in the very characters of his own creating. 

There is a quiet, natural manner in his acting the ** Down 
East Yankee,” which takes possession of the risible faculties 
of his audience, giving them full employment during the tiine 
he continues on tho stage. He is the best representative of 
what may be styled American comedy. His success in London 
was a just compliment to his talent. The stage is indebted to 
him for the possession of several good acting pieces, written to 
display his peculiarities, lie proved for many seasons one of 
the most attractive stars, until forgetting what he had been, 
in what he was, he aimed at an unenviable notoriety out of his 
profession, which has materially injured his prospects of 
future success. Had Mr. Hill been a man of eduoation, he 
would have supported himself with credit in the position he 
had suddenly reached. H aving boldly breasted a storm, which 
threatened to annihilate his claims as an actor, and triumphed 
over it, an overweening vanity has proved more detrimental 
to his fame, than all the artifices of Ms enemies could ever 
have accomplished. 

What an agreeable th^ it is for a manager to be comnelledf* 
against his wUl, to retain an actor,«iuid what a pleasant life the 
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actor leads ^l^xing the period ! Every day I expeHenoed some 
aunovanoei of Brhich 1 could make no formal complaint, but 
wHon I kneV was done with an intention to promote misun- 
derstanding, Mrs. Knight being engaged at the Chesnut 
^ Street Theatre, wished to open Ip Kate O'Brien ; knowing 1 
' was a member of the company, and remembering the manner 
In which this piece was received on its first representation, 
naturally wished me to act Charles Paragon. 1 had caught 
a severe cold, which, affecting my throat, compelled me to 
remain in the hojise, when I received a letter from Mr. 
Maywood, requesting 1 wonld make an effort to come out 
upon the present occasion. I replied that I would do so, on 
condition I was not requested to act any other part on that 
evening, as 1 did not feel sufficiently recovered to resume my 
duty in the theatre. With this understanding, I 8uffer<3d my 
name to be announced. Mr. Booth having arrived unexpect- 
edly, Hamlet” was announced for the play, in which I had 
usually acted Ostric. Much to my mortification, 1 found my 
pame ini;he play-bill, but was assured by Mr. Kowbotham, the 
stage-manager, it was a mistake, and that Mr. Mercer would 
act the part. 1 was not even called upon to rehearse it, and 
certainly should not have consented to stand upon the stage, 
an inactive spectator, for half an hour, with a bare neck and 
an ulcerated sore throat. But bo goo*d an opportunity to mor- 
tify me was not to be lost. At the end of the third act of the 
tragedy, Mr. Maywood came to me to know whether 1 intended 
to play Ostric ; I replied decidedly not ; when Mr. Bowbotham 
appealed to the audience to be suffered to omit the second 
scene of the fifth act, in consequence of my indisposition. I 
was not even aware that such a request had been made, 
until when discovered as Charles Paragon, I was astonished 
to hear a few sharp hisses, perfectly unconscious that they 
were directed towards me, until after the scene was finished, 
when 1 was informed of what had taken place. I wasted no 
words, but sent a card to the newspapers the following morn- 
ing, in explanation, stating the famt was with the manage- 
ment, not the actor ; that the whole part was not forty lines, 
and that any actor could have easily committed them to 
memory during the fourth act of the play ; that Maywood & 
Co. were in possession of the knowledge that I would not do 
jit, early in the morning ; that I regretted the interruption 
. which had taken place, but that I was certainly not the offend- 
^ iug party, having left the sick chamber to aid the manage- 
ment, which had endeavoured to represent me in a most 
offensive position before the audience; that the Chesnut 
iPtreet Theatre must indeed be reduced iu respectability, when 
¥U(di a request, as to omit a scene with such an actor as Mr. 
Booth, was resorted to, ifo gratify a petf^ spirit of revenge 
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upon an actor. This, however, was the last scene of the con- 
test. I aj:'reed to cancel my engagement, receiving my benefit 
on the 10th of February, on which '‘occasion I revived 
Goldsmith’s comedy of the " Good-natured Man/’ and left the 
Chesnnt Street Theatre, after ten vears* service. 

On the 14th of March, 1 entered into an engagement with 
Bufiy, Jones, and Forrest, for a few nishts at the Arch Street 
Theatre, opening in Roderigo, in ** Othello, " and Delaval, in 
" Matrimony,” in which Miss Mary Buff was the Clara. It 
was during this short engagement as a star in the city of Phila- 
delj hia — g-f>~<hd yra-c-i-o-u^s I — that I had the pleasure of act- 
inpr Count Yalentia, in the Child of Nature/* for the benefit 
of Miss Vincent, who represented Aramanthis with all that 
simplicity which had already won the hearts of the audience. 

Early in the month of April, 1 paid a fiying visit to Albany 
for twelve nights, where I made my bow as Charles Paragon, 
in “ Perfection,” Mrs. Knight being the Kate O’Brien. Mr. 
E. Forrest, Mrs. Pelby and Miss Pelby, were also there, play- 
ing on the same nights, so that if the citizens of Albany did 
not visit the theatre, it was not for want of attraction. ' • 

As the English tragedian Kean, was driven ftom the Ameri* 
can stage, for refusing to act Richard the Third in Boston to 
a handfal of spectators, I was Surprised that the American 
tragedian, E. Forrest, ventured to dismiss an audience, whose 
paucity in numbers he did not choose should int>erfere with his 
desire to witness a little/it7i at the circus, where the Greek,” a 
well-known billiard-marker in the city, was advertised to play 
Richard the Third. The theatre being closed, the manager, 
Mr. Forrest, and myself repaired to the circus, without a com- 
ment from the disappointed few, who laughed at it as a good 
practical joke on a rainy night. 

** That such a diObrence there should be. 

Between tweedlc dum and tweedlc dee.’' 


The fortnight 1 spent in Albany was delightful recreation, 
parties of pleasure being formed to Troy, th^e Shaker Settle- 
ment, and other places of interest in the immediate neigh- 
bourhood, every day after rehearsal ; and although I did not 
return to Philadelphia much richer, 1 was gratified with the 
hospitality displayed towards me by the Albanians, and look 
back with pleasure on my short visit to their city. 

On my return, I became regularly attached to the Arch 
Street company. The season closed on the 18th of June, * 
when, for the first time for several years, the actors were re- 
gularly paid, all demands honourably Isettled, and Met^srs. 
Bufiy, Jones and Forrest in high credit both within and witM 
out the walls of the theatre. It was at the Arch Stre^ 
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Theatre that Bheridan Knowles' play of the Htmchbach'’ 
was first acted in the United States, J. B. Scott being the 
Master Walter, and Miss Biddle the Julia ; the play was as 
well, if not better acted, as a whole, than I remember to have 
seen it since, although " the Julia” had not yet given to it 
the stamp of fashion, which crowded every Theatre in the 
United States when Mies Fanny Kemble was announced to 
act the part. 

It was in ISM that the Anderson Row took place at the 
Park Theatre, Is ew York, where the worthy citizens made the 
unwonted call for Mr. Price, that they might hiss him. What 
the exact nature of Mr. Anderson's offence was, has never 
been ascertained by the profession ; so many rumours have 
been afioat, that 1 should be afraid to asaigu a cause. It is 
sufficient to record , the facti that he was not permitted to act 
ip the United States — ^rather a heavy sentence for a private 
quarrel. 'But his behaviour was not calculated to conciliate, 
but rather to irritate his opponents. He paid the penalty of 
^his foll^ and rashness. The audience lost the opportunity of 
*hearing a clever singer, and he returned to London, to rail 
against America and its democratic institutions, on all occa^ 
aions, for the remainder of his life, and then to be forgotten. 

it was in the summer of 1832, that 

M». THOMAS RICE, 

better knotm''a8 Jim Crow, made his appearance at the Walnut- 
Street Theatre. 

Did you infer hear of a jolly black diamond?"— -T om aj»j> Jhaiiy. 

This gentleman, whose representation of the character of a 
negro raised him to affiuence, made his first appearance in 
ri^adelphia in the summer of 1832, at the Walnut Street 
Theatre, The roars of laughter with which his extravaganza 
of Jim Crow (the original of which was a negro of Pittsburgh, 
known as Jim Cuff,) was received, his excellent acting as well 
as singing, soon induced offers from managers, which filled hu 
pockets and their treasury. He was for a time the " lion” of 
the mipor theatres. With an innate tact for husineas, he im- 
proved the opportunity his popularity afforded, by collecting 
all the really beautiful airs which the negro sings while per- 
, formitjgjhis daily labour, and writing himself the “ libretto," 
to introduce a novel species of entertainment, with the im- 
posing title of Ethiopian opera. His Bone Squash" was an 
H^mtising affair, the music truly delightful, and ably executed. 
iRphe "Tirginny Cupids,” although vulgar even to grossness, 
met a good reception. With this capital, Mr. Rice crossed the 
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Atlantic^ and tntned tlie heads of the chimney sweeps and 
apprentice boys of London, who wheeled about and turned 
about and jumped Jim Crow, from morning until night, to 
the annoyance of their masters, but the great delight of the 
cockneys. That his huancial affairs have been improved by 
the trip there is little doubt, but his popularity in his native 
country has been lost, by his endeavour to ingraft the English 
dandy with the American negro. 

In London, where a black man is scarcely a||pn, it might be 
remarkably **fuhny,'* but the broad caricatnire of the Ame- 
rican negro was the attraction of Jim Crow at home, who, 
when converted into an English gentleman, was a most insipid 
creature. As an actor, Mr. Bice’s reputation depend upon 
his black face ; and how he contrives to keep it white, mi^ht 
be matter of grave debate, begrimmed as it has been for the 
last ten years, at least three hours in each of the twenty-four. 

In private society, Jim Crow is a ** Jirst-rate” companion : 
full of anecdote, possessed of vocal abilities, and agreeable in 
conversation, he makes a valuable member of any social club. 

1 have paid him many hundred dollars, during my manage- * 
ment, and am proud to say, in business he is both jui^ and 
liberal, never attempting to squeeze the last dollar from a 
manager with whom ho may have contracted an engagement 
which proved a losing speculation. His practice on such 
occasions having generally been voluntarily to resign a portion 
of his right, by good humouredly observing, in his negro 
slang : — Lookye here, my master, this has been a bad job^I 
don’t think you ought to suffer to this tune ; live and let live 
is a good motto — hand over — r, and I will give you a receipt 
in full, and wish you better luck another time.” The few dol- 
lars remitted, unasked, in this manner, have beeh repayed, with 
irtcrest, by engagements when he was not actually wanted, 
but always cheeifully received by those managers who knew 
how to appreciate au act of kindness cleverly proi^red, and 
when accepted never forgotten. 

He played in “ Whirligig Hall,” for the managers’ benefit, 
on the 28th of July, closing the season of the Walnut Street 
Theatre with eclat, the last of distinction, to managers and 
actors, for many yeai;fl. The fall of 1832 witnessed the general 
revival of the drama throughout the United States, by the 
arrival of Mr. Charles Kemble aud his daughter, and a suc- 
cession of stars, of more than c-ommdii brilliauco, from England. 

* As a fipecimen of the distress which actors endured during 
these throe years, 1 give a copy of a letter written by one of 
the (^dest, as well as respectable members of the profession. 
The name I withhold, in respect to his feelings. 
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(Directed,) To M*. Wkhtsb, preseat. 

SiA 4m in a of menial agony, debating whether X shall 
** plsy the Roman,'^ or •* nobly live and see my family starve." Do, for 
Hieaven's sake, render me a amail pecuniary assistance, any you think 
propep-^e are destitute. By so doing you will greatly oblige your old 
firtend." 

I need scarod^ add the letter produced the desired effect, 
and the gentleman, when 1 last saw him, was as heartj and 
good humoured as il he had never known an hour’s distress. 


CHAPTER XXIV. 

Commencement of the Season of 1852—^3. Rivalry between the Arch and 
Walnut Street Theatres. Mr. and Misb Kemble. Dr. Bird's Tiagedy 
. of ** Oraloosa." Disagreeable Accident. Mr. Kemble’s Acting in dif- 
ferent Characters. Death of Mr. Warren. Treatment of lus Family 
by the Managers of the Chesnut Street Theatre. Statement of Facts. 
Building Of a Theatre m Pittsburgh. Offer of its Management. Tia- 
gedies by Dr. Ware and Jonas B. Philips. Fanny Kemble and hei 
Journal. 

I HOW approach the period of a revival, when actors were no 
longer to be seen lounging about without employment, but 
when really clever actors were eagerly sought for. Jones, 
Huffy and Eorrest had contrived to pay their performers, with 
regularity f Maywood & Co., by placing their actors on two- 
thirds of their actual engagements, also received receipts in 
fhU, and both parties commenced the season of 1832<— 33 with 
every prospect of success. At the Chesnut Street they an- 
nounced Mr. Charles Kemble, and Miss Kemble, Mr. Sinclair, 
the Ravel &mily, James Wallaok, Miss Vincent, Madam 
Pearon, Mrs. Austin, as the stars ; while at the Arch Street, 
it was known Mr. E. Forrest was the chief attraction, Mr. and 
Mrs. Hilson, J. R. Scott, Mr. Hill, Mr. C. Kean, Mr. Cooper, 
presented a formidable array in opposition. 

The campaign was commenced by the Arch Street managers, 
on Wednei^ay, the bih of September, 1832, with the comedy 
of the Poor Gentleman,” and the faroe of ** How to Die for 

Hofe.” The company consisted of Mr. W. Forrest, Huf^, 
Jones, Murdoch, Wemyss, J. B. Scott, D. Read, H. Knight, 
% Placide, Horton, John Green, Thayer, Jame^ Thompson, 
and Howard; Mrs. Stickn^, Miss Biddle, Mrs. Jones, Mrs. 
^ H* Knight, Amelia Fisher, Mrs. J. Greene. On Saturday, the 
the Chesnut Street opened with Barrymore’! military 
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^ectacle of Napbleon,” and the Ikrce of the " Loltei^ 
Ticket;* in which Koberta-^the true Buodeasor of Jefferatm, 
and the only ono doaervin^ of that title, until the atriYhl of 
AV, E. Burton--*pl 0 yed Wormwood. Thua the raco W«B 
fairly commenced, each Btiriving for afloendanoy ; the looatioii 
of the Ohesnut Street Theatre ghing it the preference with 
Btrangera, beoanaa the Arch Street was difficult to be foundi 
unless you left your home for the purpose of going there. 

The first grand struggle took place on the &th of October, 
when Hr. Charles Kemble made his firsc appearance in. 
Philadelphia, in the character of Hamlet, at the Chesnut 
Street Theatre, and Mr. E. Forrest produced Dr. Bitd's 
tragedy of “ Oraloosa,** at the Arch Street. With attracUon 
so equally balanced, tho town was fairly divided. Etezy 
body was anxious to see Mr. Kemble, whose reputation as an 
actor stood higher than that of any performer of the present 
day, while Dr. Bird’s great success in the ^ Gladiator/* ex- 
cited an no less degree of curiosity to witness his second at- 
tempt as a dramatic poet. The result of this exertion on the 
part of the managem^ of both theatres, was full houses for’ 
A succession of nigbtMinring the respective engagements of 
the Kembles and Mr. E. Forrest. 

Dr. Bird’s tragedy of ** Oraloosa*’ did not increase his re- 
putation. From the author of the Gladiator” something 
better was anticipated ; while the present play fell below the 
previous production of tho doctor’s muse. Keither plot, 
incident, or dialogue would bear comparison with his former 
self, while the same glaring error, of producing a climax at the 
end of the third act, by the death of Pizarro, in tho banquet 
hall, beyond which he could not rise, was again Committed. 
The audience were evidently disappointed, and Mr. E. Forrest 
judiciously struck it from the roll of his acting charaotezs, 
after the first season, conscious it was unworthy the fame of 
the author, and would never produce anything but mortifica- 
tion to the actor. 

To me the 10th of October, and tho tragedy of "Oraloosa^** 
form no pleasing remembrance, although they can never be 
forgotten^having caused me, in mimic fight, (too real for 
fancy,) the loss of two front teeth, which Mr. E. Forrest^ in 
the furor of acting, displaced from their original stroi^liold 
in my mouth, by a thrust from his sword at the head ot Don 
Ohristoval, occasioning some of the wags of the green-room an 
opportunity of making a bad pun, by declaring that Forrest 
wished to teach me the proper pronunciation of the name of 
the play, by forcing me to say to him, O/b-ihtpan-loose-m /'* 

I oenfeMi X oonld see little merit in this, but it served to ^ 

L 
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majce a laugh at the timoi and perhaps diverted an angry 
leeling from an a'wkward accident. 

On the 12th of Ootobei;, J^Clss Fanny Kemblo appeared as 
Bianca, in Fazio.*' Strange as it may appear, connected as 
1 have been with the American stage for twenty years, 1 
never mot Mr. Charles hemble, or his daughter, in the United 
States, either as actor or manager. 

I never had the pleasure of seeing Mias Fanny Kemble on 
the stage but once, for a few minutes, in the second act of 
the Hunchback/* when, in anticipation of a treat of no 
ordinary nature, 1 was summoned by the call-boy of the 
Arch Street Theatre, to which 1 belonged, by the pleasing 
intelUgenca that an unexpected change of performance re- 
quired my ptisence there immediately. 1 left the theatre in 
n very ill-humour, consequently am unable to olTer an 
opinion upon the acting of the young lady, I therefore take 
It ifor granted she was a prodigy. That she revived tho 
prostrate fortunes of the drama in the United States, admits 
|iot of a doubt; her popularity, and the name of Kemble, 
made the theatres once more h fas^nablo place of amuse- 
ment. * , 

I had long known Mr. Charles Kemble as tho best repre- 
sentative of high comedy belonging to the British stage, 
lie was acting at the Glasgow Theatre, in 1814, when t made 
my first appearance as an actor. 1 received trom him, at that 
period, much good advice, which, like all advice offered upon 
the same subject, was disregarded. But no one who was over 
devoted to his profession, can hear the name of Kemble, 
without pointing to it with a feeling of pride, to prove that 
tho prolwion of an actor is not incompatible with the 
bearing and manners of a gentleman. The society of *Hhe 
Kembles** has been courted by bU dasscs, and their fame is 
interwoven with tho history of the stage for upwards of half 
a century. 

As an actor, Mr. Kemble enjoys a popularity that may well 
be envied. If I were asked to designate the most finished 
piece of comedy acting 1 ever witnessed, I should say the 
Lovemore of Mr. 0. Kemble, in “ Tho Way to Keep Him.*' 
There was such an exquisite ease about it, which divested the 
mind of the idea of acting, and presented the reality— you 
forgot Mr, C. Kemble, and saw only before you the heartless 
man of fashion he represented. Here ho was without a rival, 
but Ufee all— (managers, sliall I say, or) — actors, vanity in- 
duced him to attempt Macbeth, Hamlet* ^nd Eichard the 
Third, recalling the excellence of his brother, (John Kemble,) 
In those parts ; producing a feeling of disappointment, that 
one BO perfect in his own walk of the drama shonld render 
himself (rfmoBt zidiculoos^ by attempting the hsro of tragedy. 
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beyond his grasp. In Bomoo, Heoneya, or Lord Hastings, he 
is equally at homo as iu comedy ; hut beyond that, in tragedy^ 
he should never attempt to soar> ana whenever he does, 
feiilure is sure to follow. 

When he arrived iu the United States, ho perhaps did 
wisely to act as a foil to his daughter’s excellence, but, vdth 
his Benedict, Mercutio, jmd Young Mirabel fresh in my le- 
collection, 1 experionetd a feeliDjf of resrret that he should 
have placed himself before the audiencv> in such a faituution as. 
to detract from the high position he justly holds as a finished 
comedian. The delight with which his performance of Mer- 
cutio, on the 8d of November, was hailed, and the change of 
opinion it immedi ifcoly produced in the minds of his audienci^ 
as to his ability as an actor, must have proved lb him that the 
Philadelphians knew liow to appicciate what really excel- 
lent. It was the themo of convcisatioii throiiglumt the city : 
“Did you Komblo last nighf*— you lost a treat ’ I never 
siw Mercutio acted belbre I — hope he will repeat it.” This 
was enthusiasm, compared with the faint praise reluctantly^ 
yielded to hi i Sir Thomas Clifford, and the downright abuse* 
bestowed u])ou his llauih 1. 

On the li)th ol Octohci, we received tlie intelligence of the 
death of poor ^Vairen. Dully, Jones, and F(^rr‘‘£.t alwayte fore- 
most in deeds <»f eburity, at once offered the theatre for a bene- 
fit to tiio widow and himily, which took place on the 27 bh, 
Booth playing Old Norval, to the Young Norval of William 
Warren, who made las fa^'t gppearauce upon the fetage on the 
occasion. The c( uduc*" ct the managers of the Ohesimt Street 
Theatre w«is of a widely difierent character towards the widow 
of the ono who haddiieoced the theatn'e in their pdi^esfliou, in 
its brightest days, il.tving iu my possession a pamphlet, 
p^^hlishcd at the time, 1 bhafl transcribe the whole as an act of 
duty, to the memory <. f ono whom 1 called friend during life, 
and the rocollecii m of one whese kindness cai% never be ef- 
faced. That the insolence of those in power, received no re- 
buke from the hudK^occ, is another p’oof of the ephemeral 
existence of an actoi V i^o pulai i fcy. Scarcely cold— and already 
forgotten, — ^farewell to thte, Wanen. 

• 

TO THE PUBLIC^TATEMENT OP FACTS. 

Having been advised by many of my late latbex’s fuciids to withdraw tny 
motlier'b uaiiu from before Uic public, on the oecasion of a benefit an- 
nounced by the manage ih of the Cliesnut Street Theatre, it becomes an 
Imperious ditty to show that public, before nhom my lamented father was 
lor upwards of thirty yeaia au approved tlio reasons which forced we 

toadvipt my present course. 

A# soon 08 xny father's death boeaiuq known in Philadelphia, the rnaua- 

san of (he Arch Street in eomphnnee with a wish cxpieseed 



184 


TfiBATRlCAI^ BIoe^BAPHY. 


through Mr. Booth, in iho kindest mimnor .'ippropriated on evening ^or the 
benefit of rof mother ; and in order to secure the aid of Mr. Booth, Satur. 
day the 27tli of October, was fixed upoii. The result is well known. I 
arrived from Baltimore on the Thursday previous, and on the following 
m'ening, Mr. Rowbotham of the Ohesnut Street Theatre, informed me 
that the managers intended to give a benefit at Ihcir liouao. This was 
thankfully accepted on my part, as it was voluntarily ofi'eied upon theirs. 
The success of Mr. Kemble and his daughter, suggested the idea of an 
application to the former gentleman, for his aid upon the occasion. Mr. 
Maywood the acting manager, approved of it, and advised me to do so. 
My surprise was, therefore great, on the receipt of Mr. Kemble’s answer, 
which follows, to find that the managers had thrown an insurmountable 
obstacle in the way of my wishes ; notwithstanding, it has since appeared 
that Mr. Kemblanlayed two nights after the expiration of hia engagement 
on Thursday, thr^flrst of November. 

Copy of a Lbttbr addrisssbu to Miu KBM11T.B. 

(pV 

« October 29 th, 1852. 

** Sir is with reluctance that I trespass upon your attention, person- 
•ally unknown to you as I am ; but my motive will, I trust, prove a better 
excuse than any other I could olTer. 

*»My father, the late William Warren, with whom 1 believe you were 
onee acquainted, after a scries of misfortunes resulting in a total ruin, be- 
came through the failure of his health, incapable of assisting his family by 
his professional exertions. His distresses accelerated the work of time, 
!|^«nd after a long and painful Illness, he expired a few days siima at Balti- 
"ino», lepi^ing his family dependant upon the resources of those members 
of who in consequence of their youtA and peculiar situation during the 
aickness of their father, are now in some degree unfitted for the task of 
suitably providing for them. 

** The mallal^hrs of the Arch Street Theatre, with the greatest kind- 
ness, devoted an evening— Saturday l^t — to their benefit} and the 
managers of the Chesnut Street Xheatn^^ve made a similiar olTex ; but 
unless hacked by some strong attraction, I fear that it will not be essen- 
tially serviceable, and therefore, I have ventured to ask, if it be not in- 
compatible with^our engagements, that you, sir, will lend your powerful 
aid on the occasion. 

You will materially oblige me by leaving a line containing your 
decision, at the box office of the Chesnut Street Theatre, 
am. Sir, 

" Your's mostf respectfully, 

(Signed) « William Wabrbn." 

Copy of Hr. Kbmrlk’b Answer. 

Mansion House, Oct. oOtU, 1852. 

‘ '' I am favoured with your letter, and regret that circumstance 

should have made such an application accessary. On speaking with the 
manager, of the Chesnut Street Theatre upon the subject, he informs mo 
that it if his intention to appropflato a night for the benefit of your 
famUy; but that it cauuot place this week on account of previous 
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amttgement^t My engagement in New-York, will take me ftom Phila 
delpMa in a fell? days, so that it will not be in my power to comply with' 
your ret^uest* Hoping that the public will be more mindfbi of the plea* 
Bure which they have derived from the talents of your late father, *iian 
votir letter seems to anticipate^ and fill the house t6 overflowing, on the 
night devoted to ^is family, ^ 

' I am Sir, your obc^ent servant, 

^‘(Signed) **C. Kijmble.*'' 

Copy oir Mn. WariUsn’s Lettbh t6 Maywood & Co. 

" Thursday Nov. 1st, 1852. 

CaNTLEMKur As previous arrangements have prevented your devot* 
ing a night for my mother's benefit this week, I wish to know definitively, 
what night next week will be convenient to you, and terms on Which 
it is your intention I should take the house. The 'mrliest night that 
your arrangements will permit you to dispose of, will be the most agree* 
able to me. Your answer early enough to afford an opportunity of ad- 
vertising the result in the papers of to-morrow afternoon, will oblige, 
Your's respectfully, 

(Signed) « Wuliam'Waurbn.’* 

This letter remains unanswered. 

On Saturday, about noon* I waited upon Mr. Rowbotham* who verb- 
ally informed me the benefit would take place on Tuesday or Thursday, 
but which, he could not say. I then inquired the terms, to which, he 
gave me no satisfactory answer ; but merely replied, ‘‘This is for s^our 
bcuefit, not ours, and you shan’t lose anything by It.” 1 saw Mr. R* 
again at the theatre in the evening, and he there told me that Tuesda^'r 
was the night determined on. 1 .as^ed what pieces^ and hj|»' ed(j||^rpd 
whether 1 intended to play myself, 1 told him no ; and he then said 
something about “ The Good Natured Man,” I told him I could not 
advise about the pieces, but to play any five act Gomed|g^ which embraced 
the strength of the company. This was the last interview I had upon the 
subject. Although I wished my card to^have appeared in the newspapers, 
of the city on Friday aftcmootii their d^y rendered it impossible to in- 
sert one before Monday, which would,,lU(ve been useless altogether. Thus 
I was completely ignorant of the entertainment selected, until the play- 
bill appeared :-*-“ Simpson & Co I”—*, A Ilornipipe ! r— “ The Peasant 
Boy I I!” As the terms of the night were still unlinown, it became ob* ' 
vious to all my friends, that the benefit was intended merely to produce 
the nightly charges to the raanagets, through the tise of my mdtber's 
name. 

A gentleman was deputed to wait upon Mr. Maywood, under thdfte cir- 
cumstances, and urge a a postponement, to which Mr. Maywood replied, 
such arrangement was impracticable j and Mr. Pratt added as anobjOetlOD 
tliat there would not be twenty dollars in the house. 

Following the advice of my friends, I declined the benefit altogether. 
Mr. Maywood's opinion being—- “ That the pieces were , as good as any 
thing that could be done.” Mr. Ilowbotham’s— •“ That I was badly ad- 
vised.” Mr. Pratt's—*' That 1 liad no claim ; but it was a matter of 
Gluirity altogether*” 

(Signed) *'Wii^4AnWAfiEKiiU"l 

November 7th* i 4 ^ : 
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niftdo tio applicatioti fo the managers of the diefiuif {{(fecit 
I'hcatre ; it fsa tlicir own oA1sr« and accepted— not claimed-^by me* 

Comment Js uimecei?aary ; but it is surprising that a feeling 
of public indignation at such iranton insult did not overwhelm 
the managers. They wisely attempted no explanation. 

I copy the rolloiving compliment from the National Ga- 
zette 


'' TO Mr. WARIIF.N. 

Pull many an actor h&vt 1 seen. 

Who ranted till hi*? face was black. 

But none, mctliinks, c*cr trod the <iecne, 

I liked bO wdll as thee— Old Jack. 

Let Thomas Cooper walk the stage. 

Or Edmund Kean again come back. 

To fret, and strut, and fume and rage } 
Thou’rt worth a thousand such— Old Jaclu 


Thy jokes arc new, tho’ often told. 

Thy merry wit is never slack, 

Thy sterling worth, like wine that*! old. 
Is better every year— Old Jack. 


Then let me see thee once again 
At Oadshill— swiftjy by the track. 
And tell how many thou hast slam. 
To keep thy credit up— Old Jack, 


I wish to view thy waggish air. 

To see thee drink thy favorite sack : 
And, mug in hip0, devoutly swear 
Thou bad'st nof^rUnk to-day. Jack. 


] wish to SCO thee slay the dead. 

And gravely take him on thy back, 

And swear that human valour’s fled. 

Or only lives in thee — Old Jack." P. B. T. 

A young musician, named Allen, produced tjuite a flensktion 
M tbo A^ch Street Theatre ; playing on the violin a la Paga- 
on one string. As a boy, ho waS quite ol^er, much 
applauded, bnt did not draw money ; youthful prodigies rarely 
aucoeed. He was, howcvi r, (le'i^Tving ef Buocoes. 

The IComblea having made qnite u sengatimi in the fashlona- 
Wo of society, were not long absotit frOm tho city. 

They returned again on tho 5th of December, after an absence 
of Httio ISiero than four weeks. Charles Kean was engaged at 
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ili6 Afch Street Theatre ae a counter attraction, and answered 
the purpose of the managers, if not his own* 

It was during the month of January I reoeired a letter from 
my friend, George A. Cooke, of Pittsburgh, requesting me to 
famish him a plan for the building of a theatre, proposed to 
be erected in that city of smoke and industiy ; the manage- 
ment of which he wished me, when finished, to undertake, ii 
1 had nothing better in view. I was too glad to aocept the 
proposition, and applied to Mr. Haviland, the architect, for 
assistance. From the plans famished by him was erected 
what may justly be termed the model theatre of the United 
States^-eleganoe and comfort being combined, both for thd 
auditor and aetor. Of this I shaii haye to gpeak more at 
lame. 

The course of true love never did run smooth ; and no actor 
ever attained the highest honours granted to his profession, 
that envy and malice did not attempt to wither ** the bays” 
that encircle his brow. 

After a career of success, which might truly be termed tba 
Kemble mania, the divine Fanny was accused of having spokem 
disrespoctfully of the Americans in their own capital, the city 
of Washin^on. Among other charges, the serious one of 
having said, the Americans did not know how to sit a horse 
correctly, and to maintain that tho leit,«and not the right, 
should be the path the law ought to direct as the rule of the 
road. For this terrible crime of entertaining an opini^ of 
her own, and daring to express it, she was to be doonmd and 
called upon to give an adoount at the bar of public opinion 
assembled within the walls of the Walnut wreet Theatre, 
whore placards Were distributed with the intention of proving, 
in this land of freedom, that a lady's tongue, from time imme- 
morial her weapon of ofienoe an well as defence, must be 
bridled, and not pe permitted to wag in ridicule of any thing 
American. 


CHAPTER XXV, 

J. P. Wilkinson. Journey to the West. Beautiful Scenery* glue Situa- 
tion of Pittsburgh. Dramatic Festival. Opening df the Pittshiugh 
Theatre. Tyrone Power. 

JoRBS, DulTy, and Forrest, at the close of the season, were pte^ 
sented by the actors, and others, with a silver cup, valued at 
one hundred dollars, for the honourable manner in which 
they had discharged aR their obligaMons, since th^ undertecd: 
the management of the Arch Street Theatre. The cup Wis 
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presented by Morton M’Michacl, Esq., in one o( his happiest 
speeches, and received by Mr. Jones, the senior partner, with 
a suitable reply— nearly one hundred gentlemen being as- 
sembled on the stage, where an elegant cold collation was pre- 
pared; and the song and anecdote enlivened the company, 
who dispersed about two o'clock, a. m., highly pleased with 
the events of the evening. 

On the 26th of March, my old friend. 


J. P. WILKINSON, 


made his first appelbance in Philadelphia at the Walnut 
Street Theatre, as i^hraim, in the “ School for Prejudice,*’ 
and Geoffrey MuffinOip, in Amateurs and Actors." Occupy- 
ing, Os he did, in London, with Arnold of the English opera 
house,, d high station among his contemporaries, ior many 
seasons, and being known as the original representative of 
Dr. Logic, of universal renown, it would have been reasonable 
to suppose a full house would have assembled on the ocoa'^ion. 
On the contraiy, the meagre appearance of the audience was 
sufficient to damp the energy of any actor. That Wilkinson 
should have been so coldly received, and wholly neglected, 
was a slur on the dramatic taste of the city. Tho character 
of the Parish Charity Boy, so well understood in the British 
metropolis, and so totally unknown in the United States, the 
representation of which made Wilkinson the magnet of attrac- 
tion fona whole season, in a London theatre, produced not 
the slifntest approbation. The feeling of the audience was 
one of disappointment, which must have been mutual. If 
they thought the actor dull and prosing, he must have thought 
^em cold and ungenerous, The dogged stupidity of the 
Charity Boy, kicked and cuffed by every body iu a London 
lodging-house, was not appreciated by an audience over ready 
to laugh at the air and smartness of a Lissardo. 


WiUdnson boro his disappointment like a philosopher, 
giving proof of his judgment and gooa senso, by iulfilling all 
his engagements, giving utterance to no complaints, and rc*- 
turning to his native country— to forget the folly which in- 
duced him to travi|f as Murtoch Del any says, “to see foreign 

E arts"— tjO enjoy hiS reputation at home, in the bosom of a 
appy family circle, of which he is not only the head, but the 
pride— an honourable and an honest man. 

On the 5th of July, 1833, 1 started fiHr Pittsburgh, acoom- 
paxded by my wife, my two yotmgest children, and their 
nurse, wisely resolving not to abandon housekeeping in the 
city of Philadelphia, or to remove my family, until 1 saw whe- 
ther the prospects oi success, so brightly painted, would bo 
realised. 
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A journey to the West, in 1833 was not what it is now — 
railroads were not so numerous. The whole 300 miles was 
performed in stages, without a single stoppage throughout 
the route, which was advertised to be performed in four da^ 
and a half. 

We started rather in melancholy mood — shaking hands 
with one, nodding adieu to another, and kissing the tears 
from the cheeks of the children about to be separated for 
the first time from their parents— these thoughts occupied 
our minds for the first few miles. We had but two pas- 
sengers, besides our own party, who left us at Lancaster, 
so that we were undisputed mastersN>f the vehide until 
we arrived at Carlisle, rendering the first night’s jour- 
ney very comfortable. At Ohamoersteirgh, wbnie the two 
routes from Philadelphia aud Baltimore jdnod, wo re- 
ceived an addition to our numbers, by no means pleasao^i^ 
six grown persons aud three children, increasing the |^y. 
Thus, with every seat occupied, containing nine passengers, 
and the addenda of five children, the remainder of the jouzney 
was to be performed. Thus crowded, we commenced the 
ascent of the mountains. Fortunately the weather was fair, 
and never shall I forget the grandeur and beauty of the scene 
which met my eye, as 1 reached the summit of the Cove 
Mountain. The amphitheatre of forest, with all its rich and 
varied foliage, the farms in the valley beneath, the village at, 
the foot of the mountain, made us all forget every aanmuce 
in exclamations of wonder and sur][}rise — our fellow-tweets, 
like ourselves, crossing the mountains for the first iim* The 
rapid descent, continuing for three mUes, without interrup- 
tion, alarmed the ladies, but delighted the childriai, andt as 
darkness began to shadow the earth, at the close of the second 
;^ay, the rain in torrents, continuing with slight intermis- 
sion to the close of our journey, banishing the prospeot of 
further comfort, and affording no opportunity of enjoying the 
mountain scenery as we progressed. 

When we Bedford, we were detained two hours, a 

most seq^onable reH<^d,o the ladies. We should have supp^ 
here, but being heavw laden, and four hours behind our time, 
every wbody had retlr^ to rest, but those ilfeose duty it was to 
attend to the StagO/inn its arrival. A gltss of mi]jt-punch, 
and a cracker wa^ oll^that could be obtained in the way of 
refreshment ; thankfiu for that, I was too old a traveller to 
render a disagreeablo^^ation more irksome by the exhibition 
of bad temper, where 1 knew there was no remedy but en- 
durance. Mrs. Wemysa, too, although much fatigued, laughed 
at every thing with that happy disposition which enabled her 
to convert present annoyance into food for amusement to the 

• 5 
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w!i6l« pvtbff iktid suffocated as we all were, ^e deolared that 
never in her Hfe did she behold so beautiiVil a scene as the 
setting sun, la passing through Mount Heasaut. 

the morning of the filth day, we entered the city of 
Pittsburgh, about seven o’clock^ the rain descending rapidly, 
and giving to the Birmingham of America a desolate and 
dreary appearatiet*, sneaking any thing but welcome. 

l¥e drove to the iixchange Hole!, v/berc the hospitality 
which we received at the hands of Mr. M’GuJro, soon restored 
US to good humour. My friend. Mr. Ocorge Cook, was at the 
h6tel before we had finished breakfast, and by 10 o’clock on the 
rooming of the lOtl/of July, 1 found my self within the walls 
of the theatre destined to be the field of my future operations. 
. Here carpenters, ^mtera and gilders v/erc busily employed 
what appeared to be a shell, which would scarcely be 
TOtdy by the first of September. The activity and business 
fiablta of the contractors, Me^fers. Roseburgh, Scott, Reynolds 
and M’OuUough accomplished the task in the given time, to 
iih#surpriae as well as gratification of the citizens of Pitts- 
burgh. 

Pittsburgh, at this period, was at the height of prosperity, 
resembling a beehive, where no drone is Eufferod to exist. 
The roaring of the furnaces, the clank of the hammer, were 
UTKseasingly heard, day and night, while tho activity on the 
banka of the river, and of the canal, the constant train of 
drays laden. With merchandiao for the Wcf^t, moving slowly 
along, streets, furnished a novel and pleasing sight — while 
the d^ng of steamboat bells, and the roaring of the high 
prp«!sure steam engines in the boats, as they arrived and 
departed, gave the best assurance of the prosperity of the city, 
aud the business enterpiise of its inhabitants. 

' city in the United State is more romantically situated, 
or mn boast of finer scenery in its immeiliate neiglibourhood. 
Situated on the banks of the two rivers, the IVJonnogahelaand 
Alleghany, whose juiicfion at this i>oint form the Ohio River, 
the City of the Three Rivera, clouded tis it is in endless smoko 
from its factories, j) 0 &s 8 sses advantages not often met with in a 
manufiieturing town. A walk of a quay tdr of an hour in any 
direction places ydu above the smoke, So much complained of 
strangers, and presents to the Viewlandjsicapesin which the 
>e^’of an artist revels with delight, and shady retreats upon 
'^tahillB, where, free from observation, they can wander, and 
ponder upon the endless source of wealth which the coal 
minA beneath their feet pour daily into this city; of industry. 
And^ here it was 1 expected to take up my future residence. 

Whmver is acquainted with the duties of a manager of a 
theatre^ kaow that during the last few weeks of building 
there is no time for the director to be idle. Bix weeks %aa 
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fiolm ofHf my when hj the anrival of n few mem- 
beiie ef my compnny, I wae made aware that the time •»- 
proached for the opening of the theatre rapidly approached. 
On Wednesday^ the 2Xst of August, I received an invitatien 
from the directors of the theatre company, to meet them at 
the Shaktpeare Ilouse, io coniinomorate the completion of 
their labours. I cannot give a better description cdT the 
evening, than I find in The Statesman of the 28th of August, 
headed : — 

Now THEAVRit— DnAMTATTC FtsTivAb.^n WednStday eveaiiw# ^ di^ 
rectors of the Pittsburgh Thestroguv^ an excA|^ent supper to Wemyss, 

and the contractors, to ceUfhvSte the completion of one of the hamtsoniert 
buildings whii^ the city of Pittsburgh ever poasted. At nine o'clock, 
about sixty (^tlemen sat down to supper, at the Shakspeare >ii£»use, 
provided in Mr. Wilson's best style. Harmony and good hmnotir per- 
vaded "throughout 1 no oUe left the table but with a fiseling of regret that 
the hours had passed so rapidly, on an occasion devoted * to the faas^ of« 
reason, and the flow of soul.' The company retired at a late (early) hour, ' 
mutually pleased witli each other's company. The following Dsgular 
toasts were given from the chair, on the occasion 

Thu Drasia — Its agency in exerting a salutary influence is to bo esti- 
mated not by the standard of possibilities, but by that which is incorpor- 
ated with its design. 

WTtLiAM SnAWfexAiuc— .The child of nature— he reprusents her as the is, 
without often marring the chastenesf of her colouring, or the simplicity of 
her Imagery. « 

Thx coNTRACTORrtor TBB New Thbatrr— T he skill and promptltttdo 
which completed It, are in good keeping with the taste which fi^ithed the 
model. , 

The Western Drama— May it reflect the warmth of genuine feeling, 
united with radiations of classic taste, upon the emporium^of arts and Ike 
workshops of industry. 

Mu. WeMYSS, the present MANAfKR OP THE PlTtSPUBOlI TtfBATRE— 
With pleasure wc greet his presence, and trust that his urbanity and anxiety 
to please, wilt meet the reward due to his individual and professional 
merit. 

After the applause with which this toast was received had subsided. 
Hr. Wemyss rose, and in a neat speech, of which we can only give the 
substance, returned thanks as follows ^ 

GENTtEMEx.— In rls^ to acknowledge the favour you have Just oon- 
ferred upon me, perhi|ik the best method of returning my thanl^ 
be to assure those gentlemen, many of whom 1 see around me, (m^osc 
undaunted persevetauce In the good cause we owe the erection of 
which 1 may boldly affirm, in point of elegance of structure, dtiwqwon, 
convenience, and comfort, iKith to auditor and actor, is not sntfimtbd by 
any in the United States ;) that so long as it remains under my dUvection, 
no exhibition shall ever take place within its walls, calculated to' cause a 
feeling of regret to any individual who may have c^ributed a single dol- 
lar towards its erection. 

Gentlemen, as far a? one mm's eflfhrtican be directed to render your 
hmusementa ^odrec of gratification, mine will be devoted totiMilmd* 
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Overiurcfi \»iU be inade to every actor of superior talent, who may be at 
present, or shall hereafter arrive, in the United States ; and I doubt not 
that many, if not all, will be induced to visit your busy and prosperous 
city. 

For the kind manner in which you have been pleased to receive the 
toast of our worthy President, relating to my humble self, I can hardly 
thank you as I ought. I will not longer trespass on your time, but will« 
with your permission, propose the health of the ' President and Uireco 
tors of the Pittsburgh Theatre.'^ honours, drank w.th three 

times three, and one cheer morO^l^g^^ 

The following volunter toasts were f^ren on the occasion. 

Eoccatiox.— The only TBpaA. steam that will work without firictiou ; the 
engine of theworld. 

Tb» lADils OP PiTTSBDBGH— •Where they take the lead, who will fear to 

follow* ^ 

Mr. i . R. Smith, the Scenic Artist of the Pittsburgh Theatre>~In this 
ini^ance he has demonstrated hy the touches of his skill, that the warmth 
* and aspirations of the youthful imagination can be transferred to canvas, 
lb the language of Shylock to Portia, ** How much older art thou than 
ifiy looks?" 

The New Thhathb— The elegance of the structure and the rapidity of 
its eompletion, proves that Pittsburgh, in point of taste, skill, and enter- 
prise, is not surpassed by any city in the Union. 

The MancHOP Eefinemext ANoLisi-RALm — Wehail those lovely har- 
bingers of a New Era," even amid clouds of smoke auil the fulmina- 
tions of intolerance. 

The Pabss— As connected withathe drama, the devil is said to be in 
both, but is harmless so long as he is bound by boards^ 

The oooAbxox of oca Meetixg.— May we all continue to be stockholders 
in fellowship and good feeling, and ever ready to pfiy our instalmcuts on 
eiach share of the good things around us. 

The ekcoijaaoemext of the Drama— The strongest evidence of a re- 
fined civilization in every age coincident witli the progress of literature 
and the arts. 

The AiJTHORrry of caiticibiw— When prompted by spleco, though it 
may slightly wound, the missile generally rebounds upon the hyper-critic ; 
but when guided by science, taste and impartiality, it exerts a salutary 
force in meliorating literary society. 

PrrTSBURQH.— Her moral force, without classic taste united wiUi prac- 
tical exhibitions of it, would be deficient in an important fellow-lever. 

The theatre being finished, was opened on luAiday, the 2nd of Sep- 
tei^ber, with an address, written by N. R. Smith, Esqr., of Pittsburgh 
and spokmi by myself. 


ADDBBSS. 

When Genius, hovering in his native sky. 

O’er climes untutored cast a watchful eye, 

As yet, while thought was cradled by the Nine 

AM {aimed by aephyxs ftom Olympus’ shriae, 
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Ho sank at length from his empyreal height. 

And shed o’er Greece the rays of classic light. 

The Muses triumphed and the Graces smllod. 

As brightened forth the dawnlngs of their child ; 

The plastic power of Genius entertwined 
Strength, fervour, beauty. In the infant mind ; 

And reason, memory, judgment, formed the skill 
To curb the passions, and control the will. 

Still as the urchin Thought up, he Knew 
Ho art to bring mcn*i» foihWj^to view. 

Nor yet their virtues, tijjfct moral plan 
Might meliorate, ciialt immortal man. 

To give perfection to the skill tAefMausc, 

Thalia and Malpomcnc infuse, ^ 

Greece rose in splendour as the lambent flame 
Which Genius kindled, blazoned forth her fame; ' 

Arts, science, arms, possessed the aspiring soul, ^ 

And the bright Drama crowned the boundless whole. 

The N ine survived the ravages of time. 

And waved their trophies in another clime. 

Rome caught the Grecian spirit, and her pride 
Conceived new honours, sfiread her laurels wide. 

And triuniphcd Ipng the mistress of the si>hcre, 

Till ruthless ruin cheeked her high career. 

Ilio torch of Genius, though its flame had waned, 

W’as not extinguished, for the spark remained; 

And fanned by preeies from the Muses* bower, 
llcl limed at length with renovated power. 

To (lOthic night succeeded all the fame. 

And more, thatgavc to Greece and Rome a classic name , 
The crest of Kurope rose as Science spread. 

And o’er the world its light and lustre shed; 

Shakspcarc appeared tiic Drama’s claim to try. 

Gave it new worth, and fixed its destiny. 

At length, when Freedom planted here the Tree, 

And called our soil the Home of Liberty, 

Beneath its shade she fixed the Drama’s scat. 

Where all the kindred ties of Nature meet, 
liail to Columbia, free and unoppressed. 

And hail the rising glory of the "West^ 

Queen of the West, wc trace thy rapid riso 
Prom fores^looin beneath inelement skies* 
rrophetic v^on did not ken this age— 

He— an enthusiast— madman— to presage. 

That thirty years would throng a bleak, wide waste 
With wealth and pride, with fashion, beauty, taste. 
I'astc and refinement here have joined to rear— 

Adoiu a Dome, that pleads 3/01/r guardian care. 

Taste shall unfold what taste alone imparts. 

Enlightened iiitcllcets and generous hearts ; 

And hero the Dtatna shall display confessed, 

The Nine s^ili vigorous, the Muses Ificst. 
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The i>lay Woi the "Bt»y Body,** lad the eftefpldce, "Of Am 
To-morrow*** The eoiht^hoy cohsilted of hir. Addams, Mr. 
John Seftom Hr. Charles Oreen, Hr. Henry Eberle, Mr. 
George Smitn, Mr. William Smithy Mr. D. Kice, Mr. Hub- 
bard^ Mr. Bannister, Mr Speneer, Mr. Wallace, Mr. M’Dongal, 
Mr. W. 8«^n, Mr. Ginbrd, Mr. Parsloe, Mr. Hath well, 
Mr. Warren, and Mr. Wemy»; Mrs. J. Befton, Mrs. Green, 
MrB.Bmith, Mrs. Ttimeri^ Miss Jtilta Turner, Miss Turner, 
Mrs. H. Eberle, Mrs. M^Bon^l, Mrs. Hubbard, and Miss 
Hathwell. There were also engaged, who never made their 
appearai^ in fulfilment of their contract, Mise M*Bride, Mr. 
and MrsTOfciokney, Mi*. Mflfiken, Mr. Mttor, and Mr. Cuddy. 

1 had made my arrangements upon a sesJe much too large 
for the fbpulation. Half the number of actors would have 
been suffieient. It is therefore, not surprising, that the first 
season was by no means productive; and my Pittsburgh friends, 
(who are numerous,) will excuse me for the declaration, that 
^ their judgment in theatrical matters was most singular. The 
^ copapany would bear comparison with the best in either of the 
"^Atlantic cities ; yet they selected the worst actors, (with the 
exception of Mr. A. Addams.) os their especial favourites, and 
even hissed poor Spenoer, (who afterwards perished with Fan- 
ning, like a hero, in Texas,! from the stage, because he dressed 
^ like a gentleman, and would persist in wearing white kid gloves 
in the street. Another amiable trefit in their character, was 
a practice they had of hissing the manager on the last night of 
the season, merely in wanton sport, always salving his feelings 
with a goid house. Booth they pronounced a md actor ; E. 
Forrest they did not support during his first visit ; and yet 
several years afterwards they crowded the theatre nightly to 
witness the performance of noth these gentlemen ; although 
the former disgraced himself as usual^ by appearing in Hamlet” 
in a state of intoxication. Yet this theatre, when I became 
acquainted with the taste of the oitisiens, and experience 
taught me how to manage it, proved the best and most pro- 
fitable, ever under my contred. 

The receipts of the first night amounted to fi92 dollars 62 
cents, which fell to 101 dollai^ on the Mcemd. Forrest’s first 
night was 394 dollars 25 cents ; yet he was the first actor of 
repute, who played under one hundred dollars, (" King Lear,” 
the character,) While Mr. Booth’s first night was 34$ dollars ; yet 
he played Kenbeil Glentoy to 112 dollars, and Feaoara to 106 
dollars. Mr. Powei^s first night wad 353 dollars, his second, 
^119 dollars 25 cents. In fact, the worthy oiiisens of Pittsburgh 
aedmed to think their duty performed towards the manager, 
if they received a star of the b]:^^htelt siature with one good 
house, and made hhn a great beu^t^ on thHS fTstem— one for 
you, the other for him. 



MBAni0Ai. wmATm, 


m 


The following letter of Booth’s deserres a place from its 
singularity. It pears the Baltimore post mark of the drd of 
Deoember. 

(COPT.) 

** TuBSDAY NfOllT. 

** Stage O^ce^ onec note; 

I am, as the Pj^ch say, ew route, and hope to readi Pittsburgh in time 
to begin on Monday night->bar sickne^, ny lord judge, and other delays. 
Messrs. Managers of the West, you are jihvtly the cause of Uad 

you not announced Mr, Booth as being engaged in Pittsburgh and Cin- 
cinnati, Hamblin never would have cotcfieU tnc here as he did. It is best, 
in my humble opinion, not to Announce unti^hc beast arrivos. 

Y^'s as in duty bound, 

(Signed) « J. B.*' 

" Good I— -commence with I am— conclude with J. B.---^h0ionjugateah-- 
the villain ! « 

To F, Wkmysb, Eag. 

Theatre, Pittsburg, Pa.’* 

During the time the theatre was building, the stockholdem 
were aii:aious that nothing should bo left undone. to render it 
as perfect as possible. And entering into this feeling, 1 re- 
solved the arrangements of the interior should be made 
worthy of imitation by larger establishments, Every dressing 
room was carpeted and furnished. The green room furnished 
in the stylo of a modern drawing room, with piano, ottomans, 
chairs, looking-glasses, ficc. The whole coating upwards of a 
thousand dollars. 

During the tirst season, from the 2nd of Septemb^, until 
the 8th of January, upwards of four months, the receipts 
amounted to seventeen thousand six hundred and twenty- 
seven dollars and thirty seven cents ; to which is to be added, 
one thousand dpllars for season tickets ; making in all, 1{1,327 
dollars. Out of which the stars received 8291 dollars, and the 
actors from their benefits, 846 dollars. 

Notwithstanding one or two unpleasant occurrences, I was 
enabled at the clohe of the season, to state, that during one 
hundred and eleven nights, not a single change had^ taken 
place in the piec(% announced to be performed, whl^dl for 
variety, could ohalfttige competition. 

On the 10th of January, 1834, I took the company 
the river for six weeks, to Wheeling, where we acted to an 
average of seventy-five dollars a night, in a large room, mis- 
called a theatre. Eussel Smith painted some very pretty 
aoenery, and 1 escaped with a of three hundred dollars, 
which enabled me to keep the company together, until my 
return to Pittsburgh on the 23rd of February, for the pur- 
pose of presenting to the eithEens the inimitable 
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TYEONE POWER. 

Who that over saw his laughing face, Imt must regret his 
lamemtahle end, as one of the lu starred'* passengers of the 
lost, idieamship President — the ocean for a mve. When I 
tot saw Power act, he was considered a li^t comedian of 
mediocre talent, possessing so much (]tTiickBO.Ter, that it was 
impossible to keep him quiet in any one spot of the stage for two 
consecutive seconds. This failing he never entirely divested 
himself of; Jt was co^icuous in the " Irish Ambassador/’ in 
Ratler, in How to Wy the Rent/’ or in PaJ Rooney,— an- 
noying to every actcor who had to support a character in the 
piece ; b# not unpleasing to the audience. 

Chance . installed him as the Irish comedian when pDor 
Connor die4 so suddenly. His success at hrst, was by no 
meaits extmordinary ; it was tolerated as a good natured 
of an actor, to aid the management in a dilemma. He 
Tosc in public favour slowly, and it was not until bis return 
ftjom the first visit to the United States in 1833, that he be- 
came an actor of consideration in London, where, prior to his 
death, fame and fortune were struggling who should crown 
him fastsest. He was a noble, generous-hearted fellow, always 
willing to do a charitable action without making a parade of 
to lorm theatrical capital upon. 

Kfis career in America was brilliant beyond comparison, 
seldom playing to a bad house; frequently crowding the 
theatre to excess. An universal toourite with actors, xnana* 
gers, and the public ; good humoured Paddy Power, his cog- 
nomen behind the scenes as well as before thq curtain. His 
last appearance but one, in Pittsburgh, was marked by one of 
those dis^aceful scenes which render theatres, and all con- 
nected with them, a bye- word for the finger of scorn. In the 
play of the Irish Ambassador,” Mr. Green and Mr. Hubbard 
were both so intoxicated, as to render it necessary to remove 
tho first named from the theatre ; and the latter actually fell 
upon the stage during his performance. Mr. John Sefton 
read the part of one delinquent, while I had to officiate in a 
similar manner for the other. r 

Power bore the mortification with remarkable good nature; 
having been in a great measure to blame, for dismissing the 
riihearsal at 12 o’clock with one of those complimentary 
IfBqjsehes yclept blarney,” which he knew so well how to use 
proper occasions. Whether he felt what he so neatly 
wished himself to take the ride for amusement 
he recommended to the actors, is a matter of no importance. 
In fciPowing his adviee, Mr. W. Sefton, Mr. A, Addams, 0. 
Gre^hi ftod Hubbard totuixicd to tbo dty» a^ Bob Bogio would 
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say, in prime order — the consequcnoe of vrMcli has been 
narrated. ^ - 

The theatre was filled with ladies, which I need scarcely 
add, did not ocohr again daring the season. It was a death- 
blow to our reputation, and resented as every similar exhibi- 
tion should be, by every respectable citizen absenting himself 
from the theatre ; although, as the manager, I was the inno- 
cent sufferer. 1 bowed with r^pect to the decision which 1 
felt to he just, and recommended the course adopted by the 
Pittsburgh audience, as worthy of imitation ; it is the only 
one to prevent a repetition of insult. It should have been 
carried one step further, by a marked o^rmination never to 
permit the offenders again to appear ^on the stage of the 
l*ittsburgh Theatre. # 

1 had used every endeavour to induce Power to visit Pitts- 
burgh, had teased him into compliance, and was sorry to part 
with him on such terms, just as the audience Were beginning . 
to appreciate his merit. He agreed to play one night moron 
to prove to the public thalt he acquitted me of all Maine, and 
rather accused himself as the author of the evil which thus” 
brought his engagement to a premature close. He alludes to it 
jocosely in h4 KecoUections of America. Poor fellow, his 
fame is cherished in the old as well as the new woxld, and 
many a heartfelt sigh has been breathed to the memory 
Poor Power. i 

He commenced his engagement on the Slst of March, with 
Sir Patrick O’Plenipo, in the "Irish Ambassador,” and 
finished with Paddy O’Bafferty, in " Bom to Good LudL” 
He was delighted with the theatre, and makes honourable 
mention of. it ia bis account of Pittsburgh. 

I subjoin his letter, upon the subject of his engagement 

(oopr.) 

** Mv Dkah Mr, Wshybb:*-' 

I perceive that you purpose re-openlng the Pittsburgh Theatre, in 
F(*bruary. Now, 1 shall he here in April, and if, about the end of that 
raontli, or in May, you think a visit from me to my countrymen there 
will answer our mutual end, I shall be most happy to meet you ou the banks 
of the Ohio, I congratulate you on the terms you appear to part with your 
constituents — and in the way of news from England, have tmly to tell 
you Huiin & Co. are gone to the devil. Never was failure in quackery 
more absolute than this attempt to •* gag” the profession, by joining the 
two theatres in one. Allow me to beg an early reply. I act here until 
the 7th of February, iiurt on tlxe 17th open in Bosluti. With best wishes, 
believe me, Truly Yours, 

(Signed,) " Tvbon£ Powjsb / 

'* Manbioat House, Philadelplua, 

January ’ 
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CHAPTER XXTI. 

Removal to l>ittsburgli. Visit from the Author’s Brother. Lake £rle. 

The Falls of Niagara. Bad Roads. The Ohio River. Cincinnati. 

Commencement of the Fall Season at Pittsburgh. Strange Changes. 

Lease of the Walnut Street Theatre. Burton^ as an Actor and Author, 

Mr. and Mrs. Wood. Miss Philips. Jaihes Sheridan Knowles. 

FiiVBtSGi the theatre ^th oarefnl management could afford a 
comibHable Hveliho^ I lost no time in sending forniyfhmily 
from Philadelphia. I hired a house iu Libi^y Street, and 
made up mj mind to a long residence in the city of Pitts- 
burga. How little do we know of our future destiny, which, 
in despite of out daily labour, urges us on to the fulfilment 
Allotted by Date to eveiy member of the human family. 

We soon had the pleasure of beheldlug our children seated 
^mce more at the table, from which they had been daily 
missed, and again under the eye of their ever aunious and 
affeeiionate mother. 

During the BUxnmer, I had the addition of a fine little Pitts- 
bdigh ooy to* my family, and a visit from my brother, Oaptain 
Wehtyds, of the British army, whom I had not seen for 
twenty years. We parted as boys, and met— he, a veteran 

Offiieer, and I but no matter. If my position in society 

was altered, my pocket had been replenished by my long 
cohtse of buffoonery. 

in his company, 1 travelled through the State of Ohio, 
finally taking a steamboat on liake Brie, in whieh we descended 
to Buffalo, and so croasiim into Canada at Black Book, pro* 
oeeded to the wonder of the world, the Palls of Niaj^ra, 
which every Boglishman, travelling for pleasure, takes the 
wliest opportumty of visiting. If I attempt no description 
Ot thlNn. it it bedUhse they cSnnob be described. I was fool 
efiOR^ to veUiufe under toe mighty cataract, which frat of 
daring is daily nraoiised ; and only those who have Stood upon 
the rocks, and seen the mighty flood, whioh in an ins&ni 
might overwhelm them, can form any idea of the various feel- 
ings which in so short a space of time crowd into the human 
mind. HoV insignificant does man appear when thus braving 
his Creator— placing his life in jeop^dy— for what ) to say, 
"/Aetvf been under the PMU of What romantic 

fol^l 

Prom Port George, We crossed Lake Ontario to Toronto, 
where Oaptain Wemyss met some of hjte old mBitai^ dompa- 
nionSi in whose soci^y we spent a diflightIUl evening. The 
following morning we retraced our steps, returning towards 
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PittftbiMrgh throtigb the coimtty of the Seneca Indiatw, paying 
for our nde, but drag^g the coach two miles for one it 
dragged us. Never did I see such roads ; eyeiy five minutes 
was neard the driver’s summons to dismount, for we were 
stallid again; so with the assistance of a rail, we contrived to 
extricate the lumbering vehicle, in which we had engaged a 
passage to the ^town of Erie. We returned by this route, pre- 
ferring it to the Lahe conveyance, during a high gale of wind, 
and as we progressed along the margin of that sheet of igater 
we beheld so placid a few days previously, wo beheld it lashed 
into fury by the wind, exhibiting one Hjut c|re8t of torbuleut 
foam on this inland sea. w 

After a delightful trip, we arrived in Pittsburgh, from 
whence we proceedlad in a few weeks to Wheeling. Otir my 
return, Captain Wemyas took his departure fbr the West 
Indies, and left, for a time, a void in our family circle, which 
he had enlivened during the summer. 

My wife and the little Pittsburgh stronger accompanied me 
on a visit of business to liouisville, Kentucky. In our passage* 
down the Ohio, we enjoyed the beautiful scenery of that splen* 
did river. At Cincinnati, where we remained one night, 1 of 
course paid a visit to the theatre, then under the direddon of 
liussel and Rowe, of New Orleans. The proud Queen of the 
giant West is a Philadelphia in miniature; the same regula- 
rity of building, the same cloauliness of appearance, ana the 
same industrious population. The citizens who founded such 
a place may well feel proud of their handiwork, liouisville^ 
although a more active place of business, is far behind Cin- 
cinnati in what may be termed the picturesque and beautiM, 
We remained tlibre one week, and ascending the Ohio, retnmed 
^to Pittsburgh to make preparations for the fall season at the 
theatre, which commenced on the 8th of September. The 
company, Mr. John Sefton, William Seftctii Oxley, C. Port«p, 
J. G. Porter. Schinotti, Kent, Lewellen, De Cordova, J. Reed, 
C. Green, Harris, and Wells, Mrs. C. Green, Mrs. Kent, Mrs. 
Roper, Mrs. Lewellen, Mrs. La Combe, Mrs. J. Sefton ; new 
face'i, and many of them actors of talent. At the commenee- 
ment of the season an eKort iTas made by a committee ef 
those who took an interest in the welfare of the theatre, to 
secure the performance of one legitimate flve*act comedy 
in each week, the play to be chosen by the committee, who 
affirmed that this species of dramatic, representation kras most 
congenial to the taste of the citizens of Pittsburgh. The 
night selected was the Wednesday in each week. The first 
play, the ** School for Scandal,'' a judicious soleotion, which 
filled the lower boxes, but the pit, ghilery, and upper 
• were The second comedy, " She stoops to Conner/' 

was followed by the like result, whorem the repetitioh ef tim 
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** School fop Scandal^*’ as the third attempt, failed to procure 
even the attendance of the committee ‘ themselves, vruo gave 
up any further attempt in despair, leaving me for the future 
to manage the theatre in my own way, with the promise of 
their fattire support in any effort which should not be con&i'< 
d.6red as degrading to a temple dedicated to the muses. 

The failure of this attempt to make one decent house each 
week, induced me to turn my thoughts to other cities for per- 
manent support, convinced, thereby, that Pittsburgh could 
not be relied upon for a longer season than six weeks or two 
months at any one tim. 

Since my depart!^ from Philadelphia, strange changes had 
taken place. Duff^ and Forrest had abandoned the Arch 
Street Theatre, which Maywood and Co. had taken, leaving 
the Walnut Street without a tenant, which being advertised 
to let, 1 was deliberating whether to return to the East, or to 
bend my course still further to the West, towards Cincinnati 
and Louisville, where the theatres leased by Bussell and 
JEowe, were offered to me for the winter season, when my 
friend George Cook, unexpectedly made his appearance at my 
house, and during dinner, on the Sabbath day, issued his or- 
ders for my immediate departure for Philadelphia, thus:— 
4^aid he, "I have been thinking over your affairs, 
and 1 am afraid the Western theatres woirt answer your pur- 
pose, you must go over the.- mountains this eveuin|;, and at 
once secure the Walnut Street Theatre; this city, it is evi- 
dent, will not by itself support a company of actors, and as 1 
brought ypu here, 1 feel in bound to see you placed in 
as good a position as I found you, when you adopted my ad- 
vjice to try your fortune in this city of iron and smoke.’" 

In eight hours I found myself comfortably seated in the 
Pittsburgh mail coach, ‘^en route” for Philadelphia, to pro-* 

r » for the leafle^of the Walnut Street Theatre in that city. 

suddenly are resolutions tahen, which alter the course of 
uvenU in man’s life. 

'When P arrived in the city of brotherly love, the first per- 
son t surprised by my unexpected appearance, was my worthy 
friend Louis A. Godey, who had become a “Benedict” since 
we parted. I at once communicated to him the object of my 
Visit. He did not seem to think very highly of the specula- 
tion, and even dissuaded me from making an offer; but a 
letter from Pittsburgh, with orders all but peremptory, de- 
cided the matter. 

In foi ty-eight hours after my arrival, all the preliminaries 
wor^ agreed to. Bent four thousand ono bundled and fifty 
dollars per year, exclusive of the rooms occupied as bars, 
whi^ on account of a recent law, prohibiting the granting • 
of tiVem licence to theatres, I reftu^ to have anything to do 
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^ithf and the stockholdoTB received three thousand doUars 
per year, for breaking a Jaw which tha manager thought 
proper to obey. More of this hereafter. 

I agreed to pay one thousand dollars in advance upon sign- 
ing the lease, and the stockholders agreed to re-decorato and 
paint tho theatre aecording to a plan famished by myself. I 
left them to prepare the lease for signature^ while 1 proceeded 
to Kew York to complete my arrangements* I remained 
there two days, where Thomas Flynn, on behalf of Mr. 
Hamblin, promised many things which his proprietor after- 
wards failed to ratify. 

1 returned to Pittsburgh on the ti^Mth day after my de- 
parture, with my lease in my pocket, to^repare for opening 
what was now first christened the American Theatre in Phi- 
ladelphia. 

While I was in Philadelphia, I visited the Arch Street 
Theatrei where Power was performing as usual, to good . 
houses, and I learnt that Mr. Maywood was hourly expected 
with recruits from England, for the stock company. These 
were Mr. Hamilton, Mr. Lindsay, Mr. Bronton, Miss PelhanC 
Miss Elphinston, and Mr. W. E. Barton. The last, the orJy 
one destined to add to the resident talent of the Ametlcaa 
stage ; although, on his first appearance in Philadelphia^ he 
did not meet with a very favourable recepitlon. Ho Mser 
had he played Guy Goodluok in John Jones,** than the Phi- 
ladelphians discovered they had acquired an actor worthy ^ 
succeed Jefiersdn ,* and he rapidly rose in estimation, assuming 
at no distant period, tho pj^oud title of a successful star; 
rather an unusual honour to^ stock actor on the American 
stage. With him originated the Gentleman's Magazine, which 
he sold to Graham, the present proprietor, to turn manager ; 
an unfortunate exchange in a pecuniary point of view. 
However, h^ pride might have been flattered in converting 
Cooke’s Circus in Chesnut Street^ into ^e most splendid 
theatre the United States could boast, where for a short 
period he was pre-eminently successfhl; but finally sa^k 
under an effort to sustain a fourth theatre, where those il- 
xeady established were rapidly changing hands for want of 
support. Mr. Burton as an author, possesses talent of no 
mean order, and whether as manager, actor, or author, is alike 
indefatigable. His industry deserves that success which the 
writer sincerely wishes may ultimately crown all his efforts. 
As an actor, he is entitled to the first rank in his profession ; 
however public opinion may vary upon some points, all will 
admit his title to be just, when pronounced the t^st low 
comedian of the American stage. 

My first business after my axtival at Pittsburgh, was to 
despatch my artist, jp, auasell Bmith, (a name sinct^^i^eU 
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knowa in the annals of fame,) to Philadelphia, to decorate 
the interior of the theatre. And well did he execute that 
work. The design was formed thus : each tier of boxes was 
decorated with paintings representing some celebrated battle 
in the history of the ITuited States ; around the dress circle 
were placed medallions of the heads of the Presidents j around 
thO second tier, the heads of celebrated generals, and around 
the third tier, the heads of the naval heroes ; between each 
medallion and its corresponding painting, was a large bur- 
nished gold star, the whole forming on a pink ground, the 
most pleasing interior 1 over saw. I have seen them more 
gaudy, but never on^^ chaste. 

The time for opeffing was fixed for the 22d of December, 
1834, the Monday previous to Christmas Day, giving me 
ample time to bring my season to a successful termination in 
Fit^bnrgh, and to make the necessary arrangements for re- 
turning to the city of Philadelphia after an absence of 
eighteen months, during which DuiTy jbd Forrest commenced 
the campaign of 1833 and 1834, at the Arch Street Theatre. 
4)n the 28th of August 1833, with the “ Iron Chest’* and the 

Young Widows” J. R. Soott playing Sir Edward Mortimer. 
The stars announced, being E. Forrest, Master Burke, aud 
Mm. Conduit* who afterwards became notorious as the cause 
of and Mrs. Wood's fracas in Now York, and this may be 
the^ost appropriate place for the following remarks. 

Mr. ard Mrs. WOOD. 

These distingtiished vocalists made their first appearance in 
the United States, at the Park Theatre, New York, on the 
IPth of September, 1833, as the Prince and Cinderella ; and 
at the Chesnut Street Theatre, as above related ; here their 
first engagement was not a profitable one. It was not until 
the lf)ilk»wing season, when they produced ** La 8K:>mnambula,’ 
that theatre was nightly crowded with delighted auditors. 
The le^y, as Mi^ Pa^n, had long enjoyed the reputation of 
being the best English singer of the day. Mow well she de- 
served that title, let those decide who have heard her in 
"Norma.” As to her merit, there is no divided opinion ; but 
as to the merit of Mr. Wood, there are as many opinions as 
critics ; no two agreeing upon the exact rank he ought to 
hold as a vocalist. 

To the Woods belongs the credit of establishing what Mrs. 
AcAtin and Mr. Berkeley commenced— ^ a taste for English 
on so firm a basis, as to render it essential to the sue- 
ceeg of a theatrical season. |piey made the citizens of these 
United States in loye with music, paving the way for the 

mm l&x« vA Mm m Mx, WUsoe, 
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GivCbelei, Hiss Foolo, &o. The only thing now wonting to 
place the American theatres in the same ranh as tho best in 
Europe is “ The Ballet,” for which Fanny EUsler \m left a 
hankering wish, as Halibran did for the Italian Opera. 

No person has been treated so harshly by tho Amorican 
public os Mr. Wood ; twice driven in disgrace irom the stage, 
and on both occasions without cause, or even reasonable com- 
plaint, on the part of his persecutors. 

Mr. E. Forrest refused to act for the benefit of the poor, in 
his native city of Philadelphia, during a winter of more than 
common severity; but nobody dreamt of hissing him from 
the stage, or forcing him to retire fronii^ profession, because 
he denied the right of any committee\> dispose of his ser- 
vices as they thought proper, or to exact from him two hun- 
dred dollars, (the compensation he received for acting nightly,) 
for the same purpose to which they generously proposed to 
contribute the price of a box-ticket. As a matter of business 
he refused his professional st'rvices, which nobody presumes 
to sny he had not a right to do; but ho offered publicly, 
through the newspapers, to double any sum that either of tha 
gentlemen who were so clamorous on the subject of his refusal 
wou^d g\.ve for the relief of the poor, Jrom one hundred tojiee 
hundred dollars; but they declined this just mode of testtng 
the sincerity of their charity, designating tho proposal 
insult from a purse proud actor. Much uudeseWed obloq^ lias 
been cast upon Mr. Forrest’s name for the want of feeling he 
exhibited iniefubing his professional aid for this benefit; but 
I can see no evidence of want of feeling in the proposition 
which accompanied the refusal. It was a determination to 
maintain tho right of control over his bnsiness capital (». e,, 
his talent,) at the same time that ho was willing to contribute 
generously to tho wants of the poor. 

The demand made upon Mr. Wood waaof a similar nature, 
but tho exercise of the same control was refused. It was in- 
tended OA charity to au indiyidual, a member of the pro- 
fession, who had not the slightest claim upon his consign- 
ation that she should expect, and her friends demand, the 
gratuitous services of Mj. and Mrs. Wood on her benefit 
night. Was Mrs. Conduit the friend or associate of Mrs. 
Wood I Assuredly not. They possessed nothing in common 
but the unenviable title of actress. Tho attack made upon 
Mr. Wood was followed up with the ferocity of savages, and 
disgraceful to a civilised icommuniiy. He was, per&ps, un- 
wise, for he might easily have turned the tide of popular 
tndignation into admiration, by at onoe acceding, in bland 
terms, to the wishes of those asaembled for the avowed pur- 
pose of insulting him, and olTerkig the services of himsell 
uud Mus. Woq 4 lor benei^r} but he pr^erre^ his 
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ind^pendenoe to his interest, refusing to yield to threats what 
he had already declined to entreaty. Jlis 8ubRe<xueut con - 
dnct, in Spitting in the, face of the reporter of the Vokivm 
and Fjnqnirer — the newspaper which produced the mischief - 
admits of no excuse ; but it was a, manly feeling which prompt- 
edi the act. He was too young and powerful to attack an old 
xnan, for the purpose of castigation, without a charge of 
cowardice ; to have challenged him would only have been to 
have subjected himself to a column of abuse in the news- 
papers, on the audacity of an actor, whose profession, it 
would have been said excludes him from the title of gentle- 
man, daring to seek^e redress of one. He did it*, therefore, 
to provoke from the reporter a demand of that satisfaction 
for an insiilt no gentleman could brook, which he was anxious 
aaid williiiLg to &ord him. But these wholesale assassins of 
reputation always shrink from the responsibility of j^rsonal 
encounter ; in a court of law, and not the court of nonour, 
he sought his redress, receiving several thousand dollars for 
preventing Mr. Wood from peacefully pursuing his profession. 
Hard sentence this, for an assault unattended by violence. 
Had the reporter spat upon the actor, the judge, I am in- 
clined to think, would have pronounced no suoh heavy 
P^^ty. The courts of New York fined Bennett of the 
H^ld five hundred dollars for libelling a judge, and Wood, 
the actor, thousands, for spitting in the face of ** one of the 
ffentlemen of the press,” who had not only libelled him, but 
through the influence of the newspaper for which he wrote, 
fomented a conspiracy which drove him from the stage. 

The sober second thoughts of the people convincing them 
that Wood had been most hardly dealt with, and wishing 
once more to hear the syren notes of Mrs. Wood, he was in- 
vited to cross tho Atlantic, with an assurance that the past 
was buried for ever in oblivion. In an evil hour he consented 
again to visit the United States, to be again insulted, without 
having given any oag^e of offence ; but Philadelphia, not New 
Turk, was the scene of his last degradation. 

The Opera of Norma” had been produced at the Chesnut 
Stareet Theatre, as opera alone can be rendered efieotivc, with 
a full band of instrumental music, and a full chorus of well- 
drilled singers ; but the result proved that the managers did 
not reap a full harvest. The receipts wore unequal to the 
expenditure j they could not pay their singers and musicians ; 
and because Mr. Wood would not consent to do it for them, 
sacrificing his share of the proceeds to the necessity of the 
thentre, he was, a second time, oon^lled tu resto his pro- 
fessienid engagements; tho^i^nly osence laid to h|o oharge 
a refusal to proceed^ udth the opera without being paid 
for ms s^ces, aocot^g to oontrap When the managers 
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and himself agreed to bring what they represented to 
losing engagement to the theatre, to a termination, no idlnkoll^ 
was made by either party to the fact of the follondng night 
being the one appropriated for the benefit of Mrs. Bailey. 
Mrs, Wood at once volunteered her services for n concert, to 
be given by Mrs. Bailey, at which Mr. Wood was not per- 
mitted to sing; he prudently declining to appear when 
rumour pointed out ** a row,” without an object. Thus the 
Woods were, a second time, driven from the shores of America, 
victims of unjust persecution. Keari^ who had offended, was 
severely, but perhaps justly, punished ; ilmderson merited his 
fate, and courted it ; but Wood was the YHjtim of newspaper 
violence and misrepresentation, and, to crown all, he had in- 
vested the greater p^t of his professional earnings in the 
stock of the United States Bank — ^lost^all lost ; so that his 
recollections of the United States must be very agreeable ; 
and if the notes of himself and his wife were now considered 
as of little or no value, those he received in return proved 
more worthless. 

The death of Mr. William Forrest caused the Arch Street 


Theatre to dose for the season as early as the 4th of February, 
On the 11th of June, Mr. Duffy produced Dr. Bird^s new play* 
of the Broker of Bogota,” written for Mr. E. Forrest. Why|i 
has been so seldom acted, might well be asked; for asiiai 
effective acting play it is superior to either the ** Gladiator** 
or ** Oraloossa, from the pen of the same author. 

On the 23rd of August, 1834, Maywood and Co. commenced 
their season, in the Arch Street Theatre, with the play of 
‘‘ Man and Wife,’* and “ Simpson and Co.'* Maywood having 
visited England during the vacation, sent over, as recruits, 
Mr. Burton, Mr. Hamilton, Miss Pelham, and Miss Elphin- 
Btone, who made their first appearance in the United States 
thus : on the '25th of August, Mr. Hamilton as Sir. B. Ba^- 
bite, and Miss Pelham as Lady Teazle, in the School for 


Scandal;** on the 2Cth, Miss ElphingtoneiSS Juliet; and on 
the 3rd of September, IBurton, as Dr. Ollapod, in the " Poor 
Gentleman,” and Wormwood in the Lottery Ticket.’* 
I'ower and James WalUck played each for a few nights ; and^» 
on the 18th of October, the Chesnut Street Theatre open^.^' 
with Borneo and Juliet,** ' 

Miss PHILIPS » 

home, 


acting the part of Juliet. This young lady’s fame 
theatrioal world was of very recent date,> and, althom^ 
ported by Wallack, always a favourite with the Phil?^ , 
public, hw engag«ia«irt WM not an attcaettro 
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managdxiB had raised the prices— to one dollar^ boxes, and 
fifty cents to the pit, which, might have caused the iailur^ , 
more than any want of talent in Miss Philips, who is univer- 
sally respected for her private worth; and having retired 
from the stage, is scarcely a fair (yet she is a very fair) sub- 
ject for criticism. 

'tPhe stars announced were Matthews, J. Wallack, James 
Sheridan Knowles, Mr. Ternan, Signor Lanza and pupils. 
Miss Philips, Miss Fanny Jarman, and Herr Cline. 

On the 27 tU ol Ootobey, 1831, 

JAM^'* SHERIDAN KNOWLES 

played Virginiua, in his own play of that name. We had al- 
ways supposed Vii'ginius to be a Roman ; but to use a little 
Irish slang on this occasion, he was *'a Creek” — what a de- 
lightful Irish brogue he had. This was not tragedy upon 
stilts, but upon hand- crutches.*’ Mr. Knowles has been 
«juBtly termed the Shakspeare of the present ora of the drama, 
and to carry the similitude a little closer, he determined to 
prove, like the immortal bard who preceded him, that a di- 
vine author may bo a very bad actor. The London critics, 
when they permitted, or tolerated the performance on the 
sta^, of this truly good author, permitted him to exhibit 
himself in a position which his vanity made him fancy he 
was fitted for. I will not do him the injustice to follow him 
through the career of antics he was permitted to play ; but 
turn with pleasure to the record of the reception given to hia 
literary talent, leaving his acting where it is, and from whence 
no labour can remove it — the theme of laughter to those 
whom he has made his brethren of the sock and buskin — the 
actors. 

On the 8th of November, a public dinner was given to the 
dramatist, at the Masonic Hall, by many of bur fimt citizens, 
at which Matthei||^ was present; and where justice was 
awarded to one whose plays had fur years delighted his hosts. 
,tJpon this occasion, and in such a scene as this, Knowles was 
home— his good humoured blarney making every one 
^ft^sont pleased with himself, and consequently pleading 
jlirillrtjfcpdy* Whoever had the good fortune to he pre'^ent at 
not will remembfr it with feelings of pleasure — 

.expentf^^he feast of reason and the How of soul imparted 
and beob nnd hilarity to the dullest present. 

Wsacrili^Q 10th of November, Matthews, after an absence of 
theatre, V®ars, again appeared before many of his old friends. 
jCssaiaiial n London, thift if his life should be 

a i4)g enough, he was determined to contradict in per- 
to hid ciiculated, by pla;|fing his <*Trip to Arne* 
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rica,” word for word, before an American audience, and 
leaving tliom to judge on tlieir own soil whether he had do* 
signedly misrepresented them. His 63:pected acquittal was 
but a disagreement of his jury: and the result aided the 
speedy disHoliition which followed his return to England. It 
is a subject of regret to mo, that I arrived from Tittsburgh 
twenty-four hours too late to shake hands with him. He 
started for New York the very day 1 returned to Philadelphia* 


CHAPTEJi XXYII.X 

Keturn fVom Pittslmrgh. Eclipse of the Sun. Opening of the Amet lean 
Theatre, Walnut Street. Gratifying Reception. Mr. Oxley. Mr. A. 
Ad<lamtJ. Firemen's Fund Benefit. ** Zanthe.'* *' Tom and Jerry.” 
Awkward Accident. Misconduct of Actors. “ Last Days of Pompeii,” 
E, T, Conner’s Performance of Glaucus. Sheridan Knowles. Miss 
Emma Wheatley. Coney and Blanchard, with their Dogs. Close of 
the first Season. Introduction of Mr. Hadaway to the Walnut Street 
Tluatre. 

On the 29fch of November, 1834, the i^ittaburgh TheiMif^ 
closed its iiiird Season, having been open Bevehty-Ave ni^ta, 
during which Gouffee, (the Slonkey man,) Miss Mary 
Mr. Charlea Mason, Mrs. Sharpe, Mr. CtMiper, and Mies Pria- 
oilla Cooper, (Mrs. Kobert Tyler,) Mr. A. Addams, and Mr. 
Hill appeared. 

On the let of December, I started with my family in the 
Good Intent Mai) line, for Philadelphia; and in oar progress, 
witneBsed.an eclipse of the BUn at the top of the AUoghany 
moantaing, the moat beautiful and Bublime sight ever seen 
from such a position — the ahadow of darkness on the trees, 
looking indeed like the shadow of death, as described in the 
Pilgrim's Progre.ss, « 

On Monday, the 22nd of December, 1884, according to pre- 
vious announcerapiifc, I oiwnod the American Theatre, Wal- 
nut Street with the following company: — John Sefto% 
William Sefton, E. Connor, John Mills Brown, Charlea Portigc^" 
J. G. Porter, Charles Thorne, A, Jackson* W. Kent, Schinqliti, 
De Cordova, LowoUen, Bodney, Caldwell, Mestayer, Spr^gSbO, 
Fenner, Forrest, Wemyas, and Barrymore ; Prompter, Mr. 
Huntley ; Miss Mary Dull', Mrs. Duff, Mrs, Kent, Mrs, Thorne, 
Mrs. Conduit, Mrs. Cooke, (Mrs. Koper,) Mrs. Da Combe, 
Mrs. Brown, Mrs. Jackson, Miss Charnock, Mias Buth, 
Poaroe, Miss (^pespic. Barrymore was the stage 
manager ; Clemons, the leader of the orchestra ; tho play, 
‘‘ Wild Data/* and the force, the « Dumb ^llo»” When I 
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peared as Eover, my reception was most gratifyingi to my pro< 
Seaslonal pride. Net content with the osnal demonstration on 
the appearance of an old tavourite, aa the curtain fell upon 
the last act of the play, I was loudly called for, and receive d 
by such applause as rarely falls to the lot of an actor. The 
wee of the “ Dumb Belle” introduced John Sefton, after an 
absence of some years ; it was admirably acted, and at the 
close of the performance, I was again called before the curtain, 
and while bowing my acknowledgments, an auditor proposed 
three cheers for the success of Mr. Wemyss and the American 
Theatre ; which weM given with a hearty good will. 

The first draxna^ produced, was “ The (folded Farmer,” in 
which Mr John Sbfton laid the foundation of his theatrical 
fame. To him this part, which he at first refused to play, 
and to the last moment fumbled about, has put more money 
into his pocket, than all the catalogue of parts he ever acted, 
put together. At the Franklin Theatre in New- York, under 
the management of Dinneford, he played this part one hundred 
times, during the first season, a thing without precedent in 
the annals of the American stage, either before or since. Mr. 
Sefton had a clause in his articles of agreement with me, by 
which he had the right to choose his part in the dramatis 
personsB, where there was more than one low comedy part in 
a i^ece, and he insisted on playing Harry Hammer ; but Bar- 
rymore insisted that he was the only man in the theatre fit 
for his “ thief’" in the " Golden Farmer.” It was finally left 
to my decision, and although John Mills Brown played Ham- 
mer, much to the mortification of Sefton ; yet 1 4o not think 
my friend John has any cause to complain of the result, 
offended although he was by the choice, and first played 
Jemmy Twitoher as an act of favour towards me in the ma- 
nagement of the theatre. Vell^ vot of it^* we know what we 
are ; but the best among us know not what we may be. 

1 laid out a plan from which I never departed, to produce a 
new piece every Saturday night, and the steady perseverance 
in this plan, first gave the WSnut Street Theatre one night in 
the week, on which the manager could draend upon a good 
house by very moderate exertion. And Saturday still pre- 
serves it prerogative in that theatre. 

On the 29th of December, 1 introduced to the Philadelphia 
public, their townsman, Mr. John Oxley, as a star, (one of 
minor importance ; but who still continues to sparkle, while 
brighter constellations have been totally eclipsed.) As an 
actor, he was unknown ; but he made an impression which 
hss since enabled him to wander about, with the admitted 
right of having his name placed in ilpge letters on the play- 
bUls, whenever he performs. 

The ‘^Amazon Sisters,” followed tho Golden Parmer,” in 
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t^hich Miss Mary Dnif and Mrs. Kent sustained tiid heroines 
in a masterly swle. On the first of January, 1835, the 
** Deep, Deep Sea^' was produced; but notwithstanding Barry- 
more's acknowledged tact, it failed to please, and was with- 
drawn after the second night. On the 6th of January, 

Miu A. ADDAMS, 

after so long an absence from Philadelphia as to havo been al- 
most forgotten, made his bow to a crowded house, in the 
character of Ilamlet. Had he peri]||tted me to choose, it 
would have been either Djimon or Virgfcius. He pleased his 
audience, hut in either of the latter characters ho would have 
carried them away with him triumphantly. Why Hamlet 
should be hclected by so many clover young men to try their 
powers, is a Subject upon which pages might he written. Of 
all the characters of Shakspeare, the melancholy Prince of- 
Deimurk U tho most difiiculfe to attain excellence in. John 
K-cmhle, Oharles Young, Edmund Kean, and Junius Boot^, 
arc tho only actoTH who have, in my mind, approached the just 
conception ol this part. 1 do not like Macrcady, with all his 
study — he is too cold and constrained ; and although Ai 
Addama* representation ia on a par with E. yon'est's, yet they 
both want that liiutih so requisite |o complete the pictute, nei- 
ther of them h'lving any pretcnsi6na above mediocrity in this 
character. Addarna played twelve nights, on each successive 
pcrformaiico rising in favour, until ho wrs fixed so lirmly in 
the good dpiriion of the audience, that nothing has been able 
to destroy his popularity, and no man has laboured harder to 
effect it— disappointing his audience frequently, yet always 
forgiven, and always received with kindness on his return to 
reason, to offend in a similar manner on some occasion when 
his services were most needed. 

Gifted by nature with a commanding person, not only a 
handsome, but an expressive countenance, a voice capable of 
being modulated to tho tones of the softiuit flute, yet power- 
ful enough to out-rant the loudest lungs of any actor who ever 
tore a passion to rags, Mr. Addams should have distanced all 
competitors. He is the only one who ever had a chance of 
shaking Forrest in his position, and made him tremble for 
his title of the (**par excellence") American tragedian. The 
genius of Addams is superior to that of any American actor, 
but the study and application requisite to make that genius 
available, was wanting. While Forrest, by tact in the manage- 
ment of his U'.; ncoumulating wealth, Addams was 

deiifroying both his |iboket and his health by a oourflo of dis- 
sipation which placed public opiuion at defiance. His engage* 
u 6 
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mont with me, which nhoTild have been profitable to lu both* 
was of no eervice to him, and a poative loss io me* Ko one la* 
boured harder than myself to reclaim him. That he has 
‘Chosen to throw away such advantages is a source oi regret to 
all his friends. 

On Tuesday, the 27th of January, took ^ace the first 
benefit in aid of the Fund for the Support of Disabled Fire- 
men. The house was filled; Addams acting Damon, and 
Oxley, Pythias. The following Address was written by Robert 
T. Conrad, on the occasion, and delivered by F. 0. Wemyss : 


The city slumbers : o’er its silent walls 
Night’s dtisky mantle, soft and silent, falls ; 

Sleep o’er tiie world slow waves its wand of lead 
And ready torpors wrap each sinking head ; 

Still’d is the stir of labour and of life. 

Hush’d is the hum, and tranquilliz’d the strife ; 

Man is at rest, with all his hopes and fears. 

The young forget their sports, the old their cares. 

The grave or careless, those who joy or weep. 

All rest contented on the arm of sleep. 

Sweet is the pillow’d rests of beauty now, 

And slumber smiles upon her tranquil brow ; 

Bright are her dreams4<*>yes, bright as heaven’s own blue, 
Pufe as its Joys, and gentle as is dew ; 

They lead her forth along the moonlit tide. 

Her heart's own partner wandering by her side ; 

’Tis summer’s cve : the soft gales scarcely rouse 
The low>voic’d ripple, and the rustling boughs. 

And, faint and far, some melting minstrel's tone 
Breathes to her heart a music like her own. 

When, hark 1 oh, horror I what a crash Is there !— 

What shriek is that which fills the midnight air ? 

’Tis fire— ’tis fire I She wakes to dream no more; 

The hot blast rushes through the blazing door. 

The Topm is dimm’d with smoke, and, hark, that cry 1 
** Help ! help i— will no one aid ?— I die 1 I die !” 

She seeks the casement, shuddering at its height— 

She turns again— the fierce flames mock her flight I 
Along the crackling stairs they wildly play. 

And roar, exulting, as they seize their prey ; 

'* Help ! help !— will no one come ?” she can no more, 
But, pale and breathless, sinks upon the floor. 

W ill no one save thee ? Ves, there yet is one 
Remains to save, when hope itself is gone ; 

When all have fled, when all hut he would fly. 

The fireman comes to rescue, or to die ! 

^ He mounts the stair— it wavmrs ’neath his tread, 

IXe seeks the xom, flames flashing round his head, 
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He buysiJ the door, !io lifti her prostrate frame, 

And turns agedn to brave the raging flame. 

The fire-blast smites him with ila stifling breathy 
The falling timbers menace him with deatli. 

And sinking floors his hurried stops betray^ 

And ruin crashes round his desperate way i 
Hot smoke obscures, ten thousand cinders rise. 

Yet still he staggers forward with his prize; 

He leaps from burning stair to stair — On ! on I 
Courage ! — one cfTort mure, and all is won ; 

The stair is passed, the blazing hall Is braved. 

Still on— yet on— once more ! thank If^aven, she's saved ? 

The hardy seaman pants the storm to b^c. 

For bcck’nlng fortune woos him from the wave ; 

The soldier battles *neath the smoky cloud. 

For glory’s bows is painted on the shroud ; 

The fireman also dare each shape of death. 

But not for fortune’s gold, or glory’s wreath ; 

No selfish throbs within their breasts are known. 

No hope of in-aise or profit cheers them on. 

They ask no meed, no fame, and only seek 
To shield the sufTering, and protect the weak ; 

For this, the howling midnight storm they woo, , 

For this the raging flames rush fearless through. 

Mount the frail rafter, head the smoky hall, 

Or toil, unshrinking, ’ neath the tottering wall ; 

Nobler than those who, with fraternal blood. 

Dye the dread field, or tinge the shudd'ring flood; 

O’er Ihcir firm ranks no crimson banners wave. 

They dare, they suffer— not to slay, but save ; 

At such a sight, Hope smiles more heavenly bright^ 

Palo, pensive Pity trembles with delight. 

And soft eyed Mercy, stooping from above. 

Drops a bright tear— a tear of joy and love. 

And should the fireman, generous, true, and brave, 

Fall, as he toils the weak to sliield and save ? 

Shall no kind friend, no mlnist’ring hand be found 
To pour the balm of comfort in his wound ? 

Or should he perish, shall his orphan say, 

** He died for them— but what for us do they ?'* 

Say IS it thus wo should his toils requite ?— 

Forbid it justice, gratitude, and right ; 

Forbid it, ye who dread what he endures, 

Forbid it, ye whose slumbers he secures. 

Forbid it, ye whose hoards he toils to save. 

Forbid it, all ye generous, just, and brave ; 

And, above all, be you his friends, ye fair. 

For you were ever his especial care ; 

Give to his cause your smiles, your gentle aid— ' 

The fitematt’s wounds we heal*d^ the orphan's tears arc stayed* 
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At the close of the perfenoance I ^ras called before the 
curtain, to return thanks on behalf of the committee, ■which 

did. 

^ On the following evening, I produced “ Zanthe,” founded 
upon Kenney’s tragedy of " Ilernani,” which had failed at the 
Cnesnut Street Theatre, with Hr. Charles^ean for the Hero. 
The secret of this splendid drama, which is now vivid in the 
recollection of the andienco, was simply this: — I was pre- 
paring Gustavus,” with a Ball Masqu6, to surprise the citi- 
zens, when by some means Maywood & Co. were apprised of 
my movements, and e^ideavoured to forestal them. Much to 
my annoyance theyiinnounced Gustavus,” and produced it 
on the night of my benefit. Barrymore, whose fertile genius 
in a theatre was never at a loss, came in, and perceived by my 
face that something more than common was the ma‘Aer. I 
handed him the plav-bill containing the announcement of 
what we intended to be our great card, and for which Russel 
Smith, Landers, and the waidrobo keepers, had been working 

^ incessantly from the night the theatre opened. He burst out 
into a hearty laugh, and slapping me upon the shoulder, said, 

Nev^apnind, governor, we will give them a Roland for an 
OUvorSbtthem have ^Ouatavus,* we will give them a coro- 
nation a^ell as a ball mas(|uo, and not lose an hour cither, 
lo triumiie T* — and away he went. In something less than 
an hour, we returned in high glee. ** All right, my master, 
and Wednesday shall see us in a now style before this audi- 
ence, or I will forfeit my head.” Wednesday did see us tri- 
umphantly successful. Ror eighteen nights “ Zanthe” crowded 
the theatre ; but all is not gold that glitters. Notwithstand- 
ing we received in lour nights, two thousand two hundred 
and sixty-five dollars, yet the average was unequal to the ex- 
penditure. The extrk expense nightly, was — brass band, 20 
dollars, four drummers, 3 dollars, one hundred and twenty- 
five supernumeraries, 26 dollars 25 cents, wax candles, 140 — 
351b3 every three ni^ts, say 7 dollars, two pound red fire, at 
3 dollars, 50 cents— 7 dollars; in all, C 3 dollars, in addition 
to the dresses and properties, which were in Barrymore’s 
usual style of extravagance. And if " Zanthe” was found at 
the end of the season in debt to the treasury, it had given us 
a reputation for spectacle which has served the Walnut Street 
for capital, ever since the memorable 28th of January, 1836. 
Its Huccass was perfect, and taught the managers of the aristo- 
cratical theatre, ''prudence.” They never attempted the 
eame thing again ; but quietly suffered me to enjoy my repu- 
tation as a mnor theatre. 

The favour with which "Zanthe” was received, induced me 
to revive " Tom and Jerry” with new scenes, and every pro- 
perty on the same scale as when first produced at the Cnesnut 
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Street, ia 1823, uader Warrea aad Wood. The 9th of Feb- 
ruary saw the curtain ready to rise upon^a house of 482 dollars. 
Every thing promiBed a rich harvest ; all was marred by the 
miscoriduct of Mr. William Sefton, who was the Jerry of this 
evening. His brother John first called my attention to him 
during the open^ chorus. It was eyident he was in such 
a state of intojolation, that if he got through the part, it 
would he a miracle. My piece was evidently sacrificed, and I 
made up my mind to endure the mortification as best 1 might, 
resolved that in his person, such an occurrence should never 
take place again. At the conclusion Af the second act, while 
1 was giving some directions to the m^er carpenter, being 
dressed at the time for Falstaff, in the^ Masquerade,” one of 
the carpenters in running across the stagOi slipped and fell 
between my legs. In endeavouring to rise, he brought me to 
the floor with nim, falling on me and twisting my leg under 
him. This accident lamed me for life. For twelve monUiB, 
1 was unable to walk without the aid of a stick, and never 
perfectly recovered the use of my knee. Therefore, I have 
cause to remember, " Tom and Jerry.” * 

On the 23rd of March, “The Last Days of Pompeii” was 
produced with twenty-two now scenes, painted by Busael 
Smith. The design of the last scene was truly ma^Ifioept ; 
bufc whether by accident or design, failed pn the first night. 

1 was present at this representation, for Barrymore had pro- 
mised to outdo himself : and he. certainly kept his word. The 
three first acts had proceeded much to the satisfaction of tho 
audience, when Barrymore came forward and prepared them 
for a failure, by stating that his last act had never been re- 
hearsed. Blander succeeded blunder, until, to crown the 
whole, the quick match which should have fired Vesuvius, 
was cut, and passing backwards and forwards on the traveller 
like a squib, was the only eruption which Was to bury 
Pompeii. Down came the curtain amid the jeers and laughter 
of tho audience. Barrymore, half crazy, seized one of the 
side lights, and, at the risk of having his eyes blown out, held 
the lamp until the powder ignited. A most brilliant display 
of fire- works succeeded. Elated, and dotermined that the 
audience should seo what elTect his last scene had been in- 
tended to produce, he insisted upon raising the curtain ; but 
the carpenter, whose duty it was to attend to this matter, 
had' left his post. Pp went Barrymore himself, the fire- 
works blazing away all this time; and very well worth 
seeing they werc-^-but powder won’t burn for ever. Just 
as he succeeded iu raising the curtain, the last spark ex- 
ploded iu a pufi of powder, and all was darkness. Such a 
roar of laughter, and such a shower of hisses followed, that 
Barrymore ran out of the theatre to avoid the shame and 
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moitifleation of meeting any of the actofs* Of conrse the 
fate of the ^ Last Days of Pompeii” wa$ sealed. It cost 
twenty-three hundred doUare, and was played six nights only. 
This induced me to hurry on the benefits as fast as possible 
and the season closed on the llth of April, with Connor’s 
benefit — a young man who, from this vexwfailing piece, in 
which he acted Glaucus, became one of tne most popular 
stock actors ever known in Philadelphia : thus proving that 
it is indeed an ill wind that blows nobody good. The receipts 
of the season amounted to twenty- seven thousand nine hun- 
dred and twenty-five dollars, which, for ninety-six nights, 
gives an average of dollars per night. 

The theatre open^ again on the 2nd of May, with Yankee 
Hill, who played to a succestioA' of bad houses ; followed by 
Mr. and Miss Cooper. Sheridan Knowles played Icilius, for 
Cooper’s benefit — rather an ancient looking lover for Yir- 
•ginia ; however, it proved th^ kindness of the author’s heart. 
Miss Emma Wheatley a^d Master Bowers, Mr. Charles 
jgjaton ; and finally, Oonef and Blanchard, with their dogs 
Hector and Bruin, and Jim Crow Bice. This season was 
injudioiot^. Having succeeded in establishing the Walnut 
Street as a winter theatre, I should have been content ; but 
the summer season having been looked upon heretofore as 
exclusively belonging to this theatre, I was induced to make 
the trial, which cost me eleven or twelve hundred dollars 
during the fifty-six nights it was open, and is only remarkable 
for having introduced Hadaway to this theatre, who became a 
reigning favourite during the whole of my career as manager. 


CHAPTER XXYIII. 

Madame Celeste. ''The Blind Beggar of Bethnal Green.” Sheridan 
Knowles. Emma 'Wheatley, Mrs. Austin’s Farewell Benefit. A sad 
disappointment. Miss Booth. Abbott as Hamlet.” Balls, John 
Heeve. Actors, and their Imitators. Complimentary Benefit to Mr. 
W. B. Wood, Brough* Mr. and Mrs. Wood, Great Success of ** La 
‘ Somnambula.” 

|r MUST now proceed to trace the progress of the Chesnut Street 
Sfhbatre, from the time of my opening. On«the same night, 
22d, Celeste, whose career in Europe had added to her 
previously acquired fame, played in the Wizard Skiff,” and 
the ** Wept of the Wish-ton-wish.” Elliot offered to come to 
the American at the conclusion of his present engagement. I 
unfortunately declined the proposition, because I considered 
the tenoB exorbitant, thus losing a good auxiliary, and, what 
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would have been of far greater con8eq[uence, depriring May- 
wood and Co., as the sequel proved, of their most attractive, 
and always to be relied upon, star of the season. On the 
29th, Miss Philips was announced to play Mrs. Beverly, but 
‘did not arrive, in consequence of some accident on the rail- 
road ; she, howe^r, appeared the following evening. On the 
7th of January,^ Gustavus” was produced. On the 12th, 
Emma ^’heatley, and on the 14th, James Sheridan Knowles, 
with the wonderful Diavolo Antonio, and his ej^ually won- 
derful sons. On the 20th, Knowles produced his own play 
of *‘The Blind Beggar of Bethnal^Green,*' playing Lord 
Winford himself, Emma Wheatley supporting me character 
of Bess. The play made no great imprelhion, and was acted 
only a few nights. After this, Knowles gave a series of 
lectures on dramatic literature. Hero Riohard was himself 
amn f in such a sphere he moved without a rival, and those 
Tmo heard these lectures were warm in their expressions of. 
admiration ; but I doubt if the author realised much money, 
however he increased by them 'Sis literary feme. Mrs. 
Austin’s farewell benelit, and last appearance, was announced 
for the 16th of February, the lady playing AiielJn the 
** Tempest,” and Zulima in ** Abon Haasan.’* The house was 
a very indifferent one, the weather very bad : and the mana- 
gers announced another night for that purpose, Feb. 10th, 
when sh# made her last curtsey to the Philadelphia public, 
as the Princess in ** Massaniello,” and ** Cinderella,” after a 
residence of eight years in the United States, during which 
time she laboured hard, and successfully too, to establish a 
taste for English opera ; and her reception induced others, of 
higher talent, to cross the Atlantic in search of fortune. The 
Chesnut Street Theatre closed for the season on the 21st of 
February, with Mrs. Teman’s benefijl; the pieces, *'Faasio,’' 
end ** The Young Widow.” The purpose of closing, the 
avowed necessity of reducing the price of admission to the 
standard of last year. 

I must now travel across the Alleghanies, and bring my fall 
season in Pittsburgh to a close, whicli commenced on the 
17th of October, 1836, with A. A. Addams as Damon. , He 
was always a sure card with the citizens of Pittsburgh : and 
started the season with a house to the tune of 259 dollars; 
his benefit 313 dollars; after whi(?h I despatched him across 
the mountains 40 play '*Jack Cade’ at the Walnut Street 
Theatre. Murdock made his first attempt as a star,” aided 
by Mias Yos, Hill, and afterwards by Conner and Miss Mary 
Duff ; he was not considered of snflicient importance. He 
had two benefits^ neither of them worthy of a stock actor in 
CQHunoa brottc Mb auM«no«. AIM on tiho o«c«aionB 
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otlier AtaT3» tho first hr^tt^e amounted to 185 dollars 50 cents, 
andt the second to 1 58 dollars 75 rents. 

Music beinjif thr order of the day, 1 made an arrangement 
with John Thompson Norton, Hhiit, ^'rust and Cio/fi, on their 
way to New Orleans, to stop four nights at Pittsburgh. A 
Bubscription paper was well filled to insure me from loss in 
this attempt, and on the second of November my box-sheet 
presented the unusual spdctaole of five hundred places secared : 
even what are termed the flies” were taken. Night ap- 
proached, but with it camo not the stars of the evening ; the 
canal boat bringing me ^he very oon^olatory information, that 
my party, in despite of warning, had insisted on taking Leech*B 
line of boats instead of the Express line, and that in all pro- 
bability the gentlemen would arrive about four o’clock on the 
following morning. The deception practised by this line often 
proved a source of annoyance from which there was no redress ; 
«ut I had cautioned Mr. Norton in Philadelphia, and he there- 
fore sinned with his eyes m»dn. 1 had to call upon Murdoch 
tp aid me by playing DiM Dasball in My Aunt,” and re- 
turned between two and three hundred dollars at the doors. 
Norwaa this the worst of the loss : at least half of those who 
had subscribed for the four nights at once withdrew their 
names, and several were bo much offended as to abstain from 
vhnting the theatre again during the season; it was not, 
tWefore, in the best of humours that 1 met the abftntees** 
at the breakfast table. They performed on the second of 
November to 280 dollars, on the fourth to 191 dollars, and on 
the fifth to 182 dollars. The three houses scarcely yielded as 
much as the first would have done, and one night out of the 
four lost altogether. For this disappointment I received only 
an allowance of fifty dollar from our original engagement. 

On the 7th of November Mr. and Mrs. Teman appeared in 
** Fazio” and “ Personation.” On the 20th of November, Miss 
Booth (now Mrs. Charles Burke) took her first benefit. This 
young nuly improved rapidly in her profession^ and at this 
early period of her career gave promise of her future popu- 
larity. She was a great favourite with a portion of the audi- 
ence, although her style of acting was by some coxisidered as 
coarse and vulgar— wanting the refinement necessary to per- 
sonate a lady ’upon the stage, and approaching in assuomtion 
of character nearer to the manners of a chambermaid. Lpgan 
beat us all this season in the receipts of his Itenefit ; and on 
the 28th of November the theatre closed, as usual, with my 
benefit, Miss Ann Waring playing "Therese.” In six weexs 
Addams, Murdook, Miss Vos, Hill, Norton, Hunt, Trust, 
CiotiSi, Wr. and Mrs. Teman, Mr. Conner, and Miss Many Doff 
ajmarefi, bo that the worthy citizens of Pittsburgh coiud not 
wm juetico complain of the want of attraoUou, 
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On tbe 19th of October— Tell it not hi Oath, publhsh it 
not in the atreetn of Ascalon <’* Mr. Abbot made hia firib 
appearance at the Cheanut Street Theatre as Hamlet. ** Oh 

Crttlee!^ 

Do the actors in Ungland suppose tbat^Americans are 
totally ignorant of the position they occupy in their profes- 
sion in their own country? Abbots in his best day, never 
aspired to even second rate parts in tragedy in l^ndon, 
where he was admitted to be the best walking gentleman be- 
longing to the British stage, and capable of better things# 
hai^g pretensions as a genteel oomediagi of repute. We ootud 
have tolerated him as a light comedian, superior in every 
respect to Mr. Balls, who followed him tcMiis country, and 
allowed his claims to the foremost rank in that walk of the 
drama ; but as a tragedian, capable of playing Hamlet, it wae 
impossible he could succeed, and any mortification he may 
have met in this career is to be attributed to bis own fooliim 
vanity. Whoever had the pleasured meet him in private 
society must remember him witli feVhgs of regret, that he is 
not longer spared to occupy a place at the festive board, he so 
much graced, where few men possessed so happy a talent of 
making himself generally agreeable. Whatever may be the 
opinion of his merit as an actor, placed beyond the sphere of 
his ability, as a companion all must yield to him their full ap* 
probation.^ 

Hfe was a fellow of infinite worth.”-*>.SKAK8P*ARiE. 

Miss Emma Wheatley was the next star, followed by the 
over sncoesstul Celeste, producing with great effect the 

Devil s Daughter,** and commencing the announcement of 
her one hundred and one (mure or les^ farewell benefits, with 
** Victorie,” and the ** Spirit Bride/* 

Balls made his first appearance in Philadelphia on the 16th 
of November, as Yapid, in the Dramatist,” and the Three 
Singles, in the ** Three and the Deuce.” He was a sprightly, 
dashing, good looking fellow, possessed of more impudence 
than talent, seldom knowing the words of his part, and keep* 
ing the audience in good humour by never allowing them m 
opportunity of discovering his weak point. His first migage* 
meat was, 1 am told, a profitable one to the theatre ; but, tha 
novelty worn off, speh a losult could never be expected a^nu 
Ilow 1 hate bastard starring * Why don’t the public £iiBh 
the matter by turning a few of them adrift ? Where Went 
is really overwhelming in its effect, the. starring system may 
be endured; but if aver a well regi^ed drama is to hike root 
and flouidsh, the profession mast be stripped of aU eaEotioa ^ 
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On thd 17th of Pocember, 1836, one of the drolleet ol all 
4roll QQznediami appeared in the person of 

^ Mb. JOHN KEEVE, 

anetber, and a bright Yictim to oonviviality. From an actor 
whose mbes and merriment did keep his audience in a roar, 
descending to the besotted buffoon, uttering his own coarse 
and vulgar jokes to make the million laugh, and the judicious 
grieve; rarely treaUng his audience to the words of the 
author, but by his rt^ comic powers, retaining possession of 
their kindly feelings to the last moment of his career. N ature 
had endowed him^ with such rich powers of mimicking, that 
he dared to enter the held against the MatihewSf on his own 
ground, and with success, in a piece called ^*1, 2, 3, 4, 6, by 
Advertisement,” in which he acted on his first appearance in 
Philadelphia. 

As an actor, he was ajpoilt child. From the night of his 
first appearance in t^fEnglish Opera House, he gained a 
plaoe in the good graces of nis audience ; and as a droll,** 
was little Inferior to Liston, the great buffoon of the English 
stage. Beeve never knew the excitement or privation of the 
Strmling actor’s career. His first attempt was made in the 
metropolis; and notwithstanding his erratic course, to the 
last of his professional existence, he possessed the undiminished 
ikvour of the audienoe at the Adelphi Theatre. When he 
played Boh Acres, in Sheridan’s play of " The Rivals,” in 
Philadelphia, he found himself charged with the high crime 
and miBuemeanour of being an imitator of Burton, whose 
popularity had been acquired by a close imitation of the best 
points in Reeve’s acting This is not an uncommon occurrence 
la theatricalB ; first iii^ressions, if favouiablc, bearing great 
weight in the minds of auditors. Miss O’Neil is said to have 
fonned her style of acting from Miss Walstein, who was 
iwgtoted in London, as an imitator of Miss O’Neil— ^Elliston, 
ia the same manner, of Tom Cunningham of Bath— Mrs. 
JerAan, of Mrs. Brown, of the York Thealre, who, in comedy, 
ibared the same fate as Miss Walstein before the London 
public. While tl^e imitators reaped golden opinions, the real 
Simon Fures were rejected as b^e counterfeits; but Reeve's 
failirre In America was owing more to his intemperate habits, 
than any other cause; increased, perhaps, by the mortification 
0f finding himself considered second to an artist whose greatest 
merit was, that he could imitate such an actor as John Reeve 
mmcessfully. ^ 

On the X8th of JanuaiY, Mr. and Mrs. Wood appeared in the 
opm of The Maid o( Judah/’ aided by 
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Mb. BBOTJGH, 

who made Ms fint appeanuioe on tbe PMIadelpIiia stage, in 
tMs opera. 

There was a jolly miller ones lived on the River ]>ee, 

He drank and sang from mom to night, no one more blythe than he; 
And this the burden of his song, forever used to be— > 

I care foi nobody, no not I, since nobody cares for me.** 

Here is at once a character olmy good^^turedfriend Brough, 
a better companion over a boon or a bottle, than an actor Rpen 
the* Btage. Aa a ainger, a valuable adjunct to Mr. and Hra* 
Wood, and like a satellite, deiiving lustre from their superior 
fame. He has travelled throughout the United States, respected 
wherever he went, and hia ^maence regretted as the loss of a 
capital good fellow, ever ready to perform a generous action, 
seeking his reward in the Gonsoiou8n#i of having performed a 
nleaaiug duty to one of his fellow beings. Long may his jovial 
laugh ring over the board of festivity, and sueceaa crown him 
wherever he goes. His name in theatricals must be associated 
with ** La Somnambula/* and will descend to posterity, so long 
aa the (harming music of that opera retains a place in every 
lady’s musical port folio. 

La Somnambula” was acted for the font time in Philadel- 
phia, on the llth of February, ISSGf and for fifteen consecutive 
nights held possession of the town — the Chesnnt Street Thea- 
tre closing on the 25th of February, for the season, the engage- 
ments of Mrs. Wood elsewhere, preventing a longer stay ; hav- 
ing acted in Philadelphia, from the 18th of January until the 
20th of February, 


CHAPTER XXX. 

Discoveries in the Moon. Sol. Smith vs. the Man-monkey. Tine 
Spirit of ’76.” Coney and Blanchard. The ** Infernal Machine.” 
Opening of the Theatre in Washington. A Drunken Ghost in ** Ham- 
let.” « The Jewess ” Mr. Murdoch* A Curious and luterestl^ 
Scene. News of the Capture of Santa Anna Close of the Walnut 
Street. The Wilmingtcm Theatre, Indlffbrenec of the people of Wil- 
mington to Theatricals. 

Tan American Tkeatro in Walnut Street opened for the sea- 
Bon on the aSnd of August, 1886, with ** HichaM th^ Third," 
Booth playing Richard to fiSfidollanj quite cheertng proB- 
On the 29th, Addams played OthallQ to Booth’s Iago» 
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to 591 dolto. Mt. ForbeB, Miss Yos^ and Kioei (Jim Crow,) 
Bucceeded Addams and Booth. 

On Saturday, tho 5th of Se^mber, the first new piece waia 
produced under the title of Discoveries in tho Mo6n,” (Rice 
was the author,) founded on the well>rememberod hoax. ' It 
was very saocessful, and withdrawn only because Rice's en- 
ff^ments would not permit a longer stay. ''Bone Squash 
Diabola,” for which Clemens had written the music, and 
Landers prepared the machinery, was transferred to the Bow- 
ery Theatre, New York. Thus we lost the credit of its ori- 
ginal production. ^ 

Rorbee and Mufi Vos did not add to the receipts of my trea- 
sury ; but on the u5th of September, Sol Smith, the cherished 
favonrite of the south-weBtem theatres, made his bow in Phi- 
ladelphia, as Mawworm, in the " Hypocrite.” Gouffe played 
on the same occasion ; and here we see the difference of value 
between intellectual and physical acting, (1 am indebted to 
my friend Oxley for the observation). The gentleman and 
actqr received from the citizens of Philadelphia, on his bene- 
fit night, 140 dollars, while the man-monkey, on the previous 
night, received 444 dollars. 0 tem-pora J 0 mores / 

On the 23rd of September 1 produced a National Drama 
entitled “ The Spirit of ’76,” in which the oostumes, scenery, 
* &c., of the times were carefully preserved. ‘ It was played 
seven nights, to an average of 257 dollars, and was then with- 
drawn, to make room for Coney and Blanchard, and their 
dogs, who held possession of the theatre for fourteen nights. 
On the 16th of October, Mr. Ward t#ok his benefit, previous 
to his departure to join Maywood and Co., at Baltimore and 
Washington. Mrs, E. Knight and Mr. Hill both played a 
short engagement. On the 24th of October, Mr. Benjamin 
Brewster, a young lawyer of much promise, dramatist the 

Infidel,’* from Dr. Biras novel of that name. 1 regret that 
1 was in Pittsbnrgh on this occasion, for 1 thjmk that his play 
deserved a better fate than it met at the hands of my stage 


mt^ger. 

^ The next pfece was a horrible pe^tration, under the title 
of " Fiesohi ,* or the Infernal Machine.” All 1 can say about 
it is, that it was played to infernal had houses, and consigned 
to the infernal regions, with the hUssiv^s of the actors. 
Hacket played one night, on the 18th of November ; and on 
the 21st, Addams attempted Richard the Third. Booth and 
Rice, (Jim Crow,) played : the former. Sir Giles Overreach, 
and the latter in ** Oh, Hush \” on the 28th, to 857 dollars. 

Qn the 25^i of December, 1835, 1 opened the Old Theatre, 
in Washington city, with "Therese,*' and "Kill or Cure;’* 
following it by Booth, who played an engagement, profitable 
to me an weU as himaelfi Eyorythiug seeme4 to promise a 
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^ood season; bni^ notwitbstanding the did of A* Addams, Mri 
E. Knight, Mary Duff, Signor Vivalla, and many others, the 
first fortnight was the only one attended with profit, and I 
closed it on the 8th of Kebruary following ; one incident only 
o^iirring worth record — a drunken ghost, in ** Hamlet !”— A 
spirit steeped in spirits ! Poor Pacfdy Field, could yon have 
found no other part to disgrace yourself ini Although no 
subject for laughter, yet it was too comical to 'see this ghost 
staggering across the stage, and then, in despair, missing the 
entrance by which he should have left it. A fellow-feeling 
for a fellow-failing, 1 presume, alone indltoed Booth to proceed 
who laughed as heartily as any of the audience. 

On the 15th of February, James Wallaok 9)min6noed a short 
and very unprofitable engagement. 1 thought 1 had achieved 
a great triumph in obtaining his services. Had 1 known what 
I discovered afterwards— that in concluding this engagement 
I was enabling Maywood A Co. to continue, for twelve nights 
longer, their successful career with the Woods, which Mr. 
Wallack’s time would have interrupted, 1 should not have been 
so well pleased with the idea. People are sometimes too cun- 
ning for themselves. 

The Annual Benefit promised to the Firemen's Fund took 
place on the 18th of February, and even with the aid of Mr. 
Wallack, I am sorry to add, was a failure, 39 dollars, 25* cents,,, 
being all the money I had to pay over to their treasurer pn 
the occasion. Wallack’a last night, on which occasion ho 
played Eienzi, was only 68 dollars. He never on any engage* 
ment proved a fortunate star to me. 

On Monday, February 29th, “ The Jewess" was produced. 
This was an alteration by myself from a drama called ''Esther 
the Jewess.'* The only merit it contained- was its pageantiy, 
which was the most superb of any thing yet offered to the 
public of Philadelphia. The allegory, headed by Time, re- 
presenting every nation on the face of the ^obe, was of such 
an imposing nature, that 1 boldly assert, the last scene has 
never been equalled in America, or surpassed anywhere. , Tho 
beauty and variety of costume, formed a tableaux on iHhich, 
the eye rested with feelings of delight. The far-famed 
" Kaiad Queen" had no single scene that could oomparO wiil^ 
the last scene of the "Jewess," although as a whole it far 
surpassed it, having something like interest attached to its 
plot, and a sucoession of brilliant scenes, while the " Jewess" 
boasted of but one, but that one was a citef cfxuvre. It was 
played fourteen nights, and withdrawn to make ropm for 
" Norman Leslie." 

This piece was dramatised by F. C. Wemyss, in conse- 
quence of Hamblin demanding half the receipts of each night's 
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perfotmaiiycd f<a tl^e vm of Mibs Kedina's drama from the eame 
noTel. 

Murdoch^ With whom 1 had entered into an engagement to 
pay him 275 dollars per month, for three months, and t^e 
the proceeds of his benefits, made his first appearance at the 
Walnnt Street Theatre, under my management, as Bover in 

Wild Oats,” on the 12th of March. He told some one, in 
particular confidence, and that somebody repeated it to every 
body, that he had no interest in the receipts on his benefit 
^ nights, so that ail the advantage I expected to reap from the 
engagement was loBt,^and at the expiration of the time 1 de« 
clined renewing or making him any further offer, but such 
a one as 1 made to Hadaway, Conner, and others regularly en< 
gaged in the theatre. Thus terminated, on the 2nd of July, 
the attempt to make a ''star” of Mr. James E. Murdoch in 
his native city— not much to the satisfaction of either party. 
Ifhat pear was not ripe. 

On the 25th of May a scene occurred of such a character, 

, not often Witnessed within the walls of a theatre. The per- 
formance announced was " Othello,” and " Perfection the 
proceeds to be appropriated in aid of the people of Texas, the 
public sympathy being deeply excited by the fall of the Alamo, 
and the inhuman butchery of Fanning and his asBociates. 

^ Hews of the capture of Santa Anna arrived In the city, and 
Mr. Coffee, of the Exchange Heading Boom, knowi^ that 
Colonel ChBders of Texas was at the Walnut Street Theatre, 
with the Texan Committee, came directly to the theatre with 
a slip received from Hew York. Colonel Thomas Florence, a 
member of the Commltte, read it from the boxes, eliciting the 
most enthusiastic oheers. Colonel ChUders addressed the 
audience in a complimental strain, and alluded to the threat 
made by Santa Anna, " to place his blood-red banner of Mexico 
on the dome of the Capitol of Washington;” and reversing the 

P icture, adverted to the perioff, when it was not improbable 
bat the Star Spangled Banner, aiding the Lone Star of Texas, 
would fioat from the gilded domes of Mexioo, as a sign that 
the tyrant had fallen — that the people were free. 

The theatre closed on the 4th of July, with the Boston 
Boys in 76,” and " Black Eyed Susan.** , 

, The Pittabnrgh Theatre opened on the 2nd of April, for the 
kpring season, and closed^ the 14th of May. The stars who 
^ appeared, with the exoe^on of Herr Cline, presented not a 
irery brilliant array. 

On the 29th of May I opened the Theatre in Wilmington, 
Delaware, a very little, snug affair, but out of place in such a 
Kotwithstanding Conner, Miss Mary Doff, Murdoch, 
Oxley, and evon Miss Fanny Jarman appeared, in six weeks 
the Whole receipts amounted only to 886 doUars, an average of 
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24 dollam a night. Booth oould only play to 33 dollars. It 
was impofisible to oxcito Btifficlent intoxest abont the drama. 
With the exception of a few^ the citizens nMther oared about 
the aotora or the theatre. 


CHAPTER XXXI. 

opening of the Season of 1836. '*The Broneo Horse.”, Out of evil 
sometimes cometh good. Booth. Finn. tHis melancholy fate. For* 
rest. Mr,, Mrs., and Miss Barnes. Success of *' Lafitte.* Farewell 
engagement of Mr. Tcrnati. Mr. DenviUe. Gresasuccess of Thalaha*** 
New play by David Paul Brdwn. 

On closing the BeaBon^ on the 4th of July, 1886, 1 applied to 
the Btockholders to replace the stage, which had become posi- 
tively unsafe. They refused; but Mr. Henry C. Freeman 
lindly gave me permission, if I thought proper, to do it at my 
own expense. As I intended to open my season with ^ the* 
** Bronze Horse,” I was compelled to forgo the exhibition of 
scenic pieces, for which the Walnut Street had acquired a re- 
putation, superior even to the Bowery, in New York ; or have 
the stage relaid. Of two evils 1 chose the least ; and, at a cost 
of one thousand dollars, Mr. 8anrlers, and his assistantB, com* 
pleted the alterations. 

A new difficulty now arose. Miss Waring, upon permission, 
had been acting for six weeks in New York, with Mr. Ham- 
blin, in the music composed by Mr, Henry Allen, expressly 
for her voice. I now wanted her assistance ; she refused to 
return, and fulfil her engagements. Mr. and Mrs. Muzzy, also, 
having had overtures from Mr. Barry, also violated their con- 
tract. Mr. and Mrs. Houpt, who were enwed, also refused 
to come to I’hiladelphia, having made their arrangements 
with me the means of obtaining their own terms with Pelby. 
Mr. Collingbourne, and Mr. and Mrs. Watson, 1 had voluntarily 
released. Mrs. Willis was engaged at the Park Theatre, New 
York : and to her kindness in foregoing, under these eixoum- 
stances, a more eligible situation, was I indebted for the 
means of opening at the appointed time, but not with the 
pointed piece. The ** Bronze Horse” was not produced un^ 
the 3 1st of August; and is {he|||^t piece upon record that 
ever ran fifty nights, in one seaso^n the city of Philadelphia. 

1 opened on Saturday, the 27th of August, with the " Fate 
of Calais, ” and the May Queen.” The mouey saved by the 
mhiconduct of those actors proved a source of profit on the 
Beeson, Tfhich, for the fipt time, netted neai^ly five, thoiisand 
doHara ; the success of the ** Bronze Horso*^ rendering it ufi- 
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necessary for me to supply the plaoe of any of the delinquents 
until after Christmas. Verily, out of evil sometimes cometh 
good.'* Buasel Smith increased his reputation tenfold by the 
scenery; and repaired to Boston, to the New Theatre, (The 
Iiion,) to paint the scenery, and also superintend the ma- 
chinery. Mr. John Wiser supplied his place during his 
absence ; and in the Walnut Street Theatre acquired the first 
practical lessons in the art of scene-painting, in which he, also, 
nan become an adept. 

^ Booth was the first star, commencing with the ** Stranger,” 
on tlie 6th of September, 1 did not wish to break off the 
connection of Booth’s name and the Walnut Street Theatre, 
or I should have declined this engagement ; it was paying a 
premium to keep him from performing at any other theatre 
iXL the city. Mr. and Miss Cooper followed— the Bronze 
Horse” still continuing his career. On the 8rd of October, 
Mr. Finn appeared in the Clandestine Marriage an actor, 
whose dreadful fate in the Lexington steam boat makes his a 
name which never will be forgotten. To me he addressed the 
‘last letter he ever wrote upon the subject of theatricals, and, 
in all probability, the last he ever penned ; and I cannot do 
better than subjoin it, although it was two years from the 
present time. He was ice-bound on the western side of the 
Alleghany mountains, and from Pittsburgh had addressed me 
a letter of complaint the subject of which I was anxious to 
remove. He remained to act (as ''e passed through Phila- 
delphia, returning from that unloitimate engagement), for 
Celeste’s benefit, at the Chesnut Rtrect Theatre ; and, so de- 
layed, became a passenger on board the Lexington ; whether 
perishing by fire or water has n^^ver been ascertained. 

United Slates HoteJ. Saturday Evening, 

** DsAK WlCMYb^, 

1 did not receive voui letter till alii r 1 had Jiiushed acting . or 
should have replied betorc, 

** I think nry explanation of circumstances will exonerate Mr. Jackson 
ftom having unnecessarily communicated the contents of your •'con’i 
dential letter.’ From the tenure of youi first IcUei, lie naturally con- 
cluded it was left opLional with him h* renew ; which he had no hesitation 
in doing, previous to the rcceijit of your counteracting letter; and on my 
claiming the fulfilment f that promisis he was obliged, iu self defence, 
to slate your sentiments. Noi did he consent to make another engage- 
ment till the Wednesday foUo||||bg, and then only after consulting with 
“Mr. Simpson. ^ 

You admit that the failure of the mails was the cause of hie not re- 
<^Ying the one etssenting to the renewal. This did not reach him till last 
Suhday ; but what was he to do, in the absence of all information, but 
decide for the best ? 1 pass by the circumstance of taking a long, ex- 

pensive, and hazardous journey ; the one from Pittsburgh being the most 
dreadful 1 ever eucouutered— two nights uut, in an open board box, half 
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froze to death, and nearly hurled in snow— because they i^erc the first, 
though severe peiianct^s, for committing a most glarings act of folly. I 
took exception to what seemed a mipricious movement without sufficient 
motive, because the time subsequent to the expiration of the first week 
was unfilled by any one else, and had, (apparently, at least,) a wish to 
exclude me from participating in the next, for the mere purpose of ex- 
clusion, 1 have no reason to complain of Pltt8burgl\; bad as it was, it 
was better than I anticipated; the people suffering, and those who could 
afford to pay for amusement preferred sleighing. In hotter times, and at 
another season, 1 have no doubt the arrangement-^ven after sharing LIO 
dollars— would have been a paying one ; but I am convinced it is the 
wrong season for Pittsburgh. The naviganon is stopped, there are no 
boatmen or travellers, the labouring classes are out of employ, and I defy 
the power of any professional locomotive to dra#them« 

Mr. Jackson told me the whole of your communication about myself, 

‘ also the words, until you hear from me again but this did not alter the 
position in which 1 was placed, because wc had no reason to suppose that 
it would be in two days, as you did not state when. It is evident therc^ 
was a conspiracy of the elements to thwart our prospects, in which I was" 
a material snOcrer m mind, body, and Cbtate; and we can .only fall back 
upon the melancholy ^'on -olalion afforded by the proverb, * bad now, 
bettor another turn {‘ Imt that othei time must be the better by being 
milder. 

• Y->un ovir (December oxcepted), 

HhNH\ J. Finn.” 

«.)Id fp’. 'vtiv; hri 'im" rvod me .,uxiouff to continue in the 
^rrod ot-iTiinn " Tin. Stran^fifo as it may appear, lioh^ been 
^ / / / f ;•<' of )iutl C ompany ; had been at the Hay- 
marko.; 'i iu''’rr >. ir> ! ^i.dor, wh '.t . he was the original Thomas 
in the , - W » r ’ ^ hy '.u-n to.cellcnt acting of an insig' 

niheant '.litru hu iUirially ii. he ucceas of the piece. He 

then mm-nci! u) hi‘« native country, ^lor Finn was an Ameri- 
can actor, aUhoiis:}i ho never laid claim to any indulgence upon 
^,hat ^co^e, hut htood befor(5 hid audience on his own merit,) 
'll.*! became one of the managers of the old Federal Street 
, lire in ihistoij; and liuully a and one of the bright- 

e,5t in the galaxy. No need shrink to have their merits 
weighed by the M *y*dnrd that gave pre-eminence to Finn : his 
Lei'll ^‘giiby, hi? Fbilip (larbois, hid V’aul Schack, his Beau 
Obaiteriey, have nev^r been enuilled on the American stage; 
and although it has ijjtirrly been the fialiion to laugh at nis 
Hamlet and his Roiacc, I have dC\.n them worse acted by gentle- 
men who claim the diguiiied appellation of tragediaus. Baring 
this engagement, he actqd Lord Ogilby, Paul Pry, Philip 
Garboia, l^aul Schack, i)r. Pangloss, Billy Black, Beau Chat- 
teiicy, iVIawworm, Jack Humphries, and lUchard the Third 1 1 
On the 12th of October, Air. and Mrs. Ternan played a short 
and profitable engagement, proving that it may be advantage- 
N fi . 





im mfDMmA to descend the stilts^ tM ebafige ytm 

S otmd in the same city. No one nndentands this hetto than 
r. £. Forrest, who tiieB the market all rotmd, and sometimeff^ 

' although rarely, refuses a bemr fora wwae offer, hy thiameadui 
keeping np the e:Kcitement that adds to his popularity. 

Hr., Mrs,, and Charlotte Bames, played throe or four nights, 
and now the “ Bronze Horae” was suffered to rest, to ms^e way 
for ** liafitte,” the niece which caused the destruction of the ^ 
Bowery Theatre, New York, in 1886, and the announcement " 
of which here created ij^re than usual exoitemeut. It was 
first acted on Friday, October 2Btb, the audience leaving the 
theatre with a dete^ination to hiss it on the following night. 
But a few judicious alterations,* the chief one the arrangement 
of the Pirate's Island, altered the sentence. What fmled so 
signally on the previous night was received with cheers on 4ts 
^ second representation, and keeps possession of the stage to the 
* present hour, as a favourite drama. It was played for twenty- 
one nights : Conner, Mrs. Willis, and Mrs. Preston, not for- 
getting Woodhull, gained much credit, while Percival, by 
whom it was patched together, as Oudjoe, made quite a favour- 
able impression on his audience. The music was well selected, 
and what is of more importance, well sung ; and no piece could 
be more satisfactory to the management, after having so nar- 
rowly escaped total damnation. 

On the eventful 7th of November, the night the Pennsyl- 
yaui#Theatre opened, ^^Lafitte” was played at the Walnut 
Street to 628 doUars, a proof that the audience who support 
it, do not come in such numbers as supposed from the northern 
Liberties; a little tact and better judgment in the building, 
would have rendered a Theatre of their own profitable. I was 
very sanguine in my hop^ and felt the disappointment : it 
crippled my resources. But the general crash, — suspension of 
bank payments, desolation and ruin in the community, — not 
the building of this place, from the loss of which I had per- 
fectly recovered, — caused my future difficulties. 

On the 13th of December, Mr. Denville, a gentleman whom 
I had known with Macready under the name of Stuart, ap- 
peared in a well- written drama, entitled Minerali.'* In what 

g oftition to place him as an actor, would puzzle a Philadelphia 
kwyer : at one moment he would strike out some point so ex- 
cellent, that the audience testified their approbation in a 
burst of genuine applause, the sound of which had scarcely 
.subsided, when he would do something so totally ridiculous, as 
to raise doubts as to his sanity ; and so laughed at, aud so ap- 
plauded, he continued to act for six nights, when JLUchard the 
Third and Shylook convinced the audience he was non compos 
mentis, in which opinion, however reluctantly, I am compelled 
to acquiesce. Bunn got up Manfred” for hixu and Miss 
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Clifton ab Drury Lane, whic& liad a most smccessfol lUBi and 
there Onded his reputation as** a star*** 

B After a short interval, during which hammer, paint, and 
nails were busily employed, ** Thalaba" was placed before tho 
audience on Monday, the 20th of February, producing in six 
nights, ^285 dollars, the great^t average of any piece I ever 
played at the Walnut Street Theatre. It did not cost one*third 
of the money expended upon ** ^anthe,” bringing a return, as 
compared t||that muoh-talked of drama, into the treasury, 
during the run, of more than double the amount of money. 
On the 20th of Aarch, David Paul^rown's play of " St Pail 
the Prophet,” was acted for Conner’s benefit to '7 23 dollars. 
How the accomplished author, who iiAs present, bore the 
butchery, — for it was worse than murder, — of this his seoond- 
born, lives in his own recollection. Whatever he thought, he 
uttered no complaints j but I will entrust him with a secret, 
which, if he continues to write for the stage, may atone for the 
mortification he must have endured, and prevent the possi- 
bility of a similar occurrence: Hever permit a play to be 
brought forward for an actor's hemfit never does re- 

ceive the necessary attention, either of scenery or dresses, added 
to which the performers seldom know the words of their parts, 
and more than two rehearsals can never be obtained. The 
manager feeling no interest in the result, beyond receiving his 
nightly charges for the incidental expenses of the theatre, will 
not lay aside his 0 V 071 business to promote the advanti^ ex« 
cluflively of one member of his Company. 


CIIAPTEE XXXII. 

A Liberal offer ! Suspension of Specie Payments. Mrs, H. Lewis. ^ The 
Vision of the Sun.” Conner, as Richard the Third. Mr, Walbournc. 
His Failure. The Havel Family. Au Amusing Declaration. EL 
Forrest. Mr. and Mrs. Keelcy, Miss Ellen Tree. Mrs. OiMiM. 
Cookers New Circus in Philadelphia. Mr. Vandenoff. Public Dinner 
to E. Forrest* Non-attendanee of the Profession. 

On thu 3lBt day of July, 1837, my first lease of three years ex- 
pired. The gas was to be intr^uced at the Chesnut Theatre in 
the fall, andsl also wished the stockholders to introduce it in- 
to the Walnut St. Theatre at the same time. Whether it was 
finesse on the part of Mr. H. Q. Freeman, who, although only 
the treasurer, wm in fact the sole director of the placo ; or 
whether it emanated from the board of directors, consisting of 
Mesara. Montclius, Wickersham, Peddle, LajuB, Donaldson and 
Freman, the proposition made to me was, to renew my leas<i^ at 
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an adTanoe rent of one thousand dollars, foUbne rear onW> and 
they would introduce the gas. Liberal ! thrice liberal oifer. A 
noble retum for all my exertions— for all the improvementaifc 
I had made to their property— but not an un^usual one with 
landlords, and associated companies are the worst of landlords. 
You can fix the evil upon the shoulders of n#pne individual ; 
but every act of grace is the work of eaoh particular agent. 
It would not at that time have answered my purpose to thtow 
up the theatre ; but if 1 had done so, as the resi||t proved, it 
wluld have saved me from ruin. Mr. Oooke, whose eques- 
trian company had beeifso successful in Mjur York, came 
over to see me, in company with Mr. Amhe:^ on the subject 
of occupying the Wa^nt Street Theatre as a drcos. My lease 
forbid^ng me to under-let the theatre, without the written 
permission of the board of agents, rendered it necessary to 
consult those gentlemen. Mr. Cook’s offer was a most liberal 
\>n6 — three thousand dollars, for three months, with full se- 
curity, to be deposited in any bank of Philadelphia, nominated 
by the stockholders, to leave the property in the same con* 
dition he shonld receive it.— The conditions of my lease, re- 
quiring an advance payment of 1000 dollars, and 200 dollars 
per week after that, until all paid, the first payment com- 
mencing at the expiration of one week after t^opening for the 
winter season, left the stockholders in ftdv||||M payment six 
mcnths, from the diet of J anuary. Unfortunffiely, all the rent 
was paid before ibis offer was made ; and, not satisfied with a rent 
which they have never received before or since, and the profit 
which would accrue to them from the rent of the bars, which 
would have been 1000 dollars, they refused their assent, un- 
less I agreed to pay them 1000 dollars fonst. As they had al- 
ready 2000 dollars of mine in their hands, 1 declined, stating 
at the same time, that if they refused their consent, arrange- 
ments would be made by Mr. Cooke, before he left the city, 
to build a circus in Chesnut Street. Mr. Freeman laughed 
at the idea ; but 1 had pledged myself to Messrs. M’lntyre and 
Eogers, who held control of the Lot, in the event of our ne- 
gociation being broken off, that I would bring Mr. Cooke to 
them. 1 appri^d Mr. Henry G. Freeman of the fact ; he was 
still obstinate, rendnding me of the lawyer introducing his 
client : 1 send you a fat goose, pluck him, he will bear it.’* 

But 1 was tired of being plucked in so barefaced a manner. 
The stockholders of the Walnut Street Theatre, <A their agents, 
were the sole cause of the erection of Cooke’s circus, since 
filtered by Barton, and now posso^^ed by Welsh and Co., Mr. 
Cooke was anxious to ocoujpy tho Walntit Street Theatre: the 
fame oi his ]^ew York exploits had made the citizens of Phila- 
delphia anxious to see him. The avarice of Mr. H. G. Free- 
mm und his associates forced him to erect another bollding. 
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I introdu^d him (#>0 gentlemen named abova» and all the 
preliminaiy arrangements were made before Mr. Cooke left 
^e oity. When past recal, the agents told me they would 
give their assent, if 1 could prevail on Mr. Cooke to stop opera- 
tions. This 1000 dollars 1 had denied, they were determined 
to have, and so jltoposed and so obtained in increase of rent 
for the year ISS/T^ith the fact of a new drcos staring me in 
the face by way of a pleasant opposition. This was my punish- 
mcnt, fool that 1 was, with a building in the city, of my own, 
which might have answered my purpose, nntil 1 could obtaiii 
a better one. l^ould have said *'lo as it was, for 12 or 
1400 dollars oumy in gas fixtures the stockholders received 
an interest of 1000 dollars per year Ml Ys it wonderful the 
manager should have been ruined 1 He ought to have been a 
wiser man, and said, ** no : the gas I must have, but I will pay 
no more rent; or, at most, the interest on the^cost of intro- 
ducing it**— and I would ha'Oe got it But, throughout my whole • 
desdings with the board of agents, the more 1 yielded, the 
more they demanded, until, provoked by insolence, 1 hastily 
severed a connexion, in which they seemed to think I had too 
large a stake, to be driven away from the possession, so long 
as it was in my power to retain it. 

While Cooke was erecting his building, 1 made up my mind 
to a long Bummi|^eason and a late opening in the fall. Here 
again I decideo^vrong. My season could uot have been: 
worse ; and, by not being open at the usual titde, the pit audi- 
ence had found another place of amusement ; and thus the 
main support of the Walnut Street Theatre was for the pro* 
sent destroyed. 

In proceeding to ^Pittsburgh, 1 adopted the resolution of 
having no Stars ; but taking my whole Walnut Street Conf^ 
pany to produce, in rapid succession, those pieces which had 
^leen most sucoessful in Philadelphia ; and Kussel Smith and 
his brother were started ofi, one month in advance, to prepare 
the scenery. 

On the 10th of April, I opened to 300 dollars. Mr. Conner 
not arriving, the Wrecker's Daughter was changed to the 
Stranger ; and so well was the play acted, that, for once, the 
Pittsburghers burst out into a hosannah for their manager. 
This was, numerically, the strongest company ever seen in 
the Iron Oity, accompanied by the adjunct, for the first time, 
of a corps de ballet The company with which 1 opened the 
theatre possessed more talent ; but the orchestra never ^ras so 
complete, and now the efforts of actors were appreciated, not 
as four years ago, laughed at. The first week's business pro- 
duced sixteen hundred and twenty-three dollars and seventy- 
five cents, or an average of two hundred and seventy dollaiB 
per night 
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Wdl doAe^ too, rnttMtit ihd aid of a Star. 

The first drama was Zanthe,'* not liked ; a little grumbling ; 
but the first niji^t’s receipts 423 dollars 37 cents. The 
next uras I** Lafitte” — ^hoase, 461 dollars 87 cents; a great 
hit Then came the “Bronze Horse but, as if firom pervert 
utyt it was pronounced a humbug/' and iHt manager’s cha- 
racter, in consequence, at fifty per cent, discount. It was ex- 
cellently done. Bat the secret, it must bo told : Madame Oe- 

t ite, on her way to the West had arrived, wanted to play, 
d her services were declined ! \ } She, or rather her husband, 
Elliot, went grumbling bn his way. leaving me to meet all 
sorts of “ hle$singi* £pr my refusal. But 1 had determined no 
Star should act during this season ; for 1 well knew, i£ 1 took 
one, 1 must, perforce, take all the rest, or give offence. Be- 
sides, I had, at a very early period of my mana^ment, made 
known to all these “ wanderers ” ihAtt as my time in Pittsburgh 
was always limited to a certain number of weeks, announced 
at the beginning of the season, they must make their engage- 
ments with me before I left Philadelphia, or make up their 
“ hooks'* without Pittsburgh. To this rule I rigidly adhered ; 
and to that, more than any other cause, were the citizens of 
Pittsburgh indebted for the visits of the brightest Stars, while 
their fame was at its height. Serjeant Tslfongi's pUy of “ Ion,” 
brought one good house ; and “Norman tour quito 

obmplirnentary to my pride as an author. 

“The Jewess,** [on the 13th of May, brought 358 dollars 
62 cents, with an excellent box sheet for Monday ; but here, 
a “ malignant star** crossed my path. On Sunday, the 14th, I 
first heard of— the Suspension op Speoik Patmenm; and, on 
the 15th of May, actually turned from the doors over 200 
dollars, for want of change. Such a row — such swearing- 
some at the banka, others at the theatre, — all declaring 1 had 
specie enough and would not pay it out.. 1 might have had 
speciei for 300 dollars 1 had deposited with Mr. Cooke that 
morning, which 1 could have had, and as much more, for ask- 
ing ; but I was so amused by the quaint speeches— half funny, 
half threatening, that I heard at his counter d^ing the day 
— as every new refusal for change was answered with— banim 
stopped payment, that I forgot my own business, until the 
doors of the theatre opened, and I found myself in a very 
awkward predicament. One hundred dollars of specie, which 
I promised to return in the morning, was all 1 could raise ; 
and I only m ade bad worse by paying that out. If the thought 
bad only struck me in the afternoon, I might have sold tickets 
by tile handful, by promising silver in chaime to parties of 
four of more, t^t is, a front oenoh. Under this arrangement 
—during the panic— I might have filled tiie house every night 
at the slight cost of “ thirty doUars discount/’ Two hundred 



•THi&TEIOAL Blt)e(AAnrr: 2S1 

and fifty dollar^ oftlp^e, nigMy, would have seottted me 
fire hundred dollars per night How readily a mistake may be 
pointed out, after the fact becomes apparent to OTery one. It 
was a decided miss; for the citizens fm the theatrical mania 
BO strong upon them at this time, that, specie or no specie, 
they were deteifllbined to come, buying two tickets, one for 
present, one for future use, when they could not obtain change 
for their notes. 

Hr. James Wallack was permitted to pass through with^jm 
being allowed to play, declaring it jras the first time in 
life a manager had ever refused his profierod services, in a 
city in which he had never acted. My worthy friend, Finn, 
also used his rhetoric, to convince me I ought to relax in his 
favour; and, when I would not, “then,” said he, “ I’ll relas: 
in yours— dine with me, and I will make you drunk, if I can, 
out of spite.” I don’t know whether he kept his word : but 
I saw hW comfortably seated in the stage, at four o’clock in* 
the morning, on his way East. 

The Jewess,” was below par. “Thalaba" mustered only 
250 dollars : and the “ Last Days of Pompeii,” 218 dollars ; 
“ TheStsyp Spangled Banner,” 267 dollars ; and “ Abon Hasaan,” 
for my benefit, on the 3d of J une, 3 837, only 1 75 dollars. Kor* : 

did not his^me this season-^this accounts for the badness 
of the housefff mfk 

Thus was thf% 08 t brilliant season ever . anticipated (lut 
short, by a circumstance which could neither be foreseen or 
prevented, in which I had not the slightest agency; but,, like 
many more, was finally eiigulphed in ruin, without even sym- 
pathy, while the course of the banks was leg^ized, or galvanized* 
They were suffered to proceed with their business, without 
interruption — no charter Was declared forfeited. 

This season, with the disasters of the last eighteen nights, 
|.rodnoed ten thousand seven hundred and fortyrix dollars, 
making an average 223 dollars 7fi cents per night ; but at one 
time the average was over 300 dollars, and a prospect of con- 
tinuance : but 1 had only seen the beginning of the end in 
J ’hiladelpWL 1 had the prospect of a season which would 
require sa^ices, which, having so lately escaped from th^ dif- 
ficulties of building the Pennsylvania Theatre, 1 was not pre- 
pared to meet. 

To prepare for the continugfico of my season, so as to avoid, 
if possible, thesnooess which every body anticipated to attend 
the opening of the Kew Circus, Kussell Smith and Landers 
had been preparing the “ Vision of the Sun,” with which we 
were to have opened: but delay— excitement out pf doors— 
always apathy within— the piece was not ready till the 80th 
of June. So 1 opened the Walnut Street Theatre on the 
17th» persuading Conner to attempt Bichard the Third i ! 
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Shade of Shalcspeare^ forgive me ! He did it^and it 
Iroim^ The pit boye were vociferoufi in their applause ; and 
he has played it on one or two occasions since, when, I thank 
my lucky tftars, I was not present. For “ Thalaba/ or La- 
htte " 1 want no better or more efficient man ; but the idea 
6i Conner, as a tragedian— don’t lot me puxeue it. On the 
1 9th, Mrs. Henry Lewis, an actress of the Oobourg school, but 
a good one, and one whose value I appreciate, opened in Bianca, 

f ** Fazio.** On the following evening, she played Matilda, 
the “ French Spy she also played Bichard the Third, 
rginiuB, audOthwo,‘%nd to say how the audience liked 
« her, is only to say, she had 472 dollars on her benefit night, 
notwithstanding tbo thermometer was ranging at 82°, a 
pretty good proof of success. 

“ The Vision of the Sun” had been looked for and expected, 
ai the opening piece : the scenery, machinery, &c., could not 
. be excelled. But the disappointment— always throwing cold 
water upon any piece — ^showed me thp receipts of one hundred 
and fifty-four dollars, as the first return of a piece, the last 
&cene ot which cost nearly three times the 'money. The 
second rnght-^Saturday night, too, was twenty dollars worse. 
On the 4th of July, it was to 456 dollars, and the following 
night 97 dollars. It was played altogether ten nights, two 
of which, the 4th of July and the 18 th — t^ ni|^t the Penn- 
Ipvania was launched— produced 1009 dollm 7*centB. Any 
other piece would have possibly produced more on these two 
holiday gala nights ; and the other eight nights, collectively, 
yielded 961 dollars 25 cents. A heavy blow to the treasury. 
“ Damn the Banhs"' — all caused by the banks. This was the 
general cry, and why not join it : for, seriously, they deserved 
a little harder treatment than harsh words, 

Honda/, the 10th of June, introduced to the Philadelphia 
audieaiee one of the most astonishing men that ever trod the 
stage, whose fame was made^by and expired with Tom and 
Jerry. 

Mr. Walboume was the original Busty Bob ; and Pierce 
Egan, in his Life of an Actor,” classes his p ^o rmance of 
this part, as giving him a title in the^ch^lff fame be- 
side John Kemble, Mrs. Siddous, and ^1 the great actors 
t contained in his Catalogue of Parts Acted” — which can 
never be forgotten by those w||o witnessed them. Here is the 
note, page 14 *‘Mr. Wal|>oume’s personation of Dusty Bob 

h^ been unanimously decided b^ the public, as one of, if not 
the greatest triumph of the histrionic art ever exhibited upon 
the stage.” Kean, the first tragedian of the day, with the 
utmost liberality, gave it as his opinion that, during the 
whole qouxsp of theatrical career, he had never seen any 
performance equal to it^ Murden, a comic actor of great 
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celebrity, exclaimed—** Good lieatenB ! is it poBsible— do not 
my eyes deceive me ? Most certainly, it is a real du&tma'n 
they have got upon the stage. I am very sorry the profession 
has descended so low aa to be compelled to resort to the streets 
to procure a person of that description, to maintain the 
character.” He left the house in disgust— nor was it until 
introduced to Mr. Walboume, behind the scenes, that ho 
would believe it was an actor. ' Further ipraue than this ie 
superfluous. 

Booth , played a few nights, and then with J. E. Scot# 
Henry 0. Pearson, formerly of Philaaelphia, now of the New 
Orleans Theatre, also played with Scott ; but his acting ap- 
peared to the audience an attempt at Vnrles^ue. If sucn 
was his motive, he was most successful ; but ms reason for 
such a course seems mysterious— very, . 

On the 13th, 1 opened in Pittsborffh, with ihe Walnut Stredt 
company, with ** Damon and Phythias,” and the ** Agreeable 
Surprise.” On the 16th of September, Mr. Connor resigned 
his situation, because 1 would not take Mr. Proctor out of thc^ 
part of Gaulantus, which he had played in Philadelphia- 
quoted precedents never heard of, and, if allowed, only prov- 
ing him to be wrong in the construction placed upon them by 
the usages of all well regulated theatres. I endeavoured to 
combat this ^lly in vain ; he was obstinately bent upon card- 
ing a point which, in the relative position of the two actoili 
would have been unjust to Mr. Proctor in every souse. I had 
taken no part in the foolish quarrel, which had driven people 
from the theatre in disgust ; nissing and applauding both of 
them every night ; and I resolved 1 would not now interfere^ 
To Mr. Connor 1 had resigned my position in the theatre as 
an actor, permitting him to play all the light comedy, as well 
as the leading melo-drama. He had become a great favourite ; 
and at the very time his services were most needed, he ihought 
proper to withdraw, which he (8d, at the close of the season. 
Mrs. Lewis, the Ravel family, (with Gabriel,) the Ninth Won- 
der of the World, Master Meer, Mr. Marble, and Master Burke, 
were the 8||rs of the season, which closed on the 4 th of No- 
vember, 1837 ; whm they paid me their usual compliment of 
hissing, which they neglected last season, and gave me 378 
dollars for my benefit. There was nothing heard but — how 
bad the company Is— nothing te compare to last season; until, 
one Sunday afternoon, when the subject was being discussed, 
1 asked for a sheet of paper, recapitulated all the names, and, ' 
to the utter confusion of the grumblers, proved that they had 
only lost Mr. and Mrs. Green, and had acquired Mr. and Mrs. 
Herbert, Mr. and Mrs. Meer, and Mr. and Mrs. Kent. To their 
being caught in this trap, I owed the exertion they made for 
my ^nefit night for Pittsburgh was labouring under fright- 
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fal poouiuaxy difi&dnlty, from the ruinous rate exchange# 
and almost total absenoe of specie funds in their basinesa 
transactions. Kotwithetanding this general depression, in 
seven Weeks and a half I took 10,604 dollars— an average of 
230 dollars per night. It is true 1 paid to the Havel Family 
their own tetms, and the other stars received a considerable 
portion of the money ; but I here wish to draw a comparison, 
odng forty-siz nights in Pittsburgh, and the same number of 
joights in Philadelphia, the Walnut Street Theatre having 
#6en closed dipring the time the company were in Pittsburgh ; 
7,940 dollars— an avera|e of 172 dollars 60 cents ; a. difference 
in favour of the small city over the large one of 67 dollars 40 
cents per !night, n^thwithstanding Booth, Hice, (Jim Crow), 
Marble, Connor, Murdoch, and Scott, and a new scenic piece ; 
and, strange as it may appear, Booth’s beneht yielded 475 dol- 
lars 75 cents, and my own, the following night, 483 dollars 25 
* ceuts^equal to 969 dollars, in two nights, or one-eighth part 
of the whole amount of the forty-six ^ghts' reoeipts ! ! This 
yras ^erally the case ; the money mado in Pittsburgh was 
lost m the Walnut Street Theatre ; whose doors must have 
closed but for the timely aid received, in cash, from my 
western friends ; yet it is but justice to state, that the ex- 
penditure for producing pieces, in the regular course of 
business, was charged to the account of the Ifalnpt Street 
^eatre — the Pittsburgh Theatre receiving the advantage 
derived from scenery and properties, also dresses; and, most 
of all, the travelling reputation of such pieces as “ Zanthe,” 
Thalaba,'’ ** Norman Leslie,” &c., &c. For many seasons, 
Pittsburgh was a source of profit and pleasure ; but when the 
tide did turn, 1 must show a differeftt statement for forty-six 
ni^ts. Locked in by ice on the Ohio, Alleghany, and Monon< 
gahala rivers, shut out by snow upon the mountains, 2,308 dol- 
Fars was all that was received during forty-six nights of a winter 
season, at the doors of the Pittsburgh Theatre ! Unfortunately, 
the Walnut Street Theatre could not return the compliment 
of a cash remittance, to make good the deficiency; the 
season in Philadelphia being almost equally disastrous during 
the severity of this more than usually severe winter of 
1839-1840. 

The Ghesxlut Street Theatre opened, for the fall season of 
1836, on the 20th of August; Mr. Kobert Hamilton, Mr. 
Brunton, Mr. Lindsay, Mrs. Broad, and Miss Morgan, were 
announoed as additions to the regular stock company ; with 
Power, Mr. and Mrs. Heeley, Bllen Tree, Madame Celeste, Miss 
Philips, James Wallaok, Dowton, and Gabriel Havel, with a 
Freneii troupe. 

Genmial Harrison visited the Chesnut Street Theatre, to 
witness Power’s first appearance for the season, in the << Irish 
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AmbaSBador*'* On the 14th of October^ Power’s angaifemoiit 
closed ; the actor more popular and as attractive as ever : and 
on the following evening 

Mb. akd Mbs. ICEELEY 

appeared, the former as Peter Spyke in a " Loan of a Lover/ 
and the latter as Lucille in a drama of that name, and Ger- 
trude in tho faroe. Little Bob Keelcy, and his still less Wife, 
(Miss Goward,) were a pair of turtledoves worth oaging^ He 
is not the only actor who owes his first approach to fame to 
^‘Tom and Jerry/* His admirable performance of Jemmy 
Green was one of the gems of the piece ; quickly bringing the 
representative before the audience, as an actor poBsessed of 
more genius than heretofore ^conceded by the public. He was * 
transplanted to the English Opera House, where he became a 
universal favourite. Mrs. Keeley was there received nightly* 
with smiling faces, and applauding hands, as the soubrette, 
worthy of a place by the side of Miss Fanny Kelly, impartfiig 
such a vigour of colouring to every part she undertocA, arto 
win the hearts of all, both male and female. The popularity 
of the Keeleys in London induced the ofiers, which for a time 
placed them before an American audience ; where, if in a pe- 
cuniary point of view they were not benefitted as largely as 
they should have been, they have left a reputation wluib, 
should they again visit the United States, will make liiem the 
most profitable stars a manager can en^ge. Unfortunately, 
it was not until they were on the point of leaving us, the 
audience began to appreciate their value, and utter useless 
regrets that they had not availed themselves of the oppoi^u- 
nity offered, to witnes'i tho performance of these talented 
artists, who must have returned to England with no very 
high idea of the judgment of our citizens in theatrical affairs. 
They continued to act during their first enmgement in Phila- 
delphia, Until the 29th of October, when they were followed 
by Mr. James Wallack and Miss Clifton. 

The Bowery Theatre in New York having been burnt to 
the ground after the second performance of “ Lafitte,” on the 
23rd of September, a dramatic festival took place within the 
National Theatre, (Thomas Plinn, the manager,) as a farewell 
benefit to Mr. Thomas Hamilton : and no one ever better de- 
served such a compliment, for his integrity in all business 
transactions ; the 16th of November the night selected— the 
volunteers on the oooasion, Power, Dowton, Haokett, George 
Barrett, Miss Clifton, Miss Watson, Madame Celeste, Hamblin, 
and Miss Charlotte Cushman, who sung ** The Open Bea the 
pieces—^* Henry the Fourth/^ Wept of the Wept-on-Wlsh/* 
and ''Three Weeks after Mamage.” 
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Oft the 28th of Kdvember, Celeste produced "La Bayadere,” 
uftder the title of " The Maid of Cashmere,** which has re- 
taifted its hold in the affections of the people from that date. 
Oft the 6th of December, Talfourd^s play of ** Ion” was first 
acted in America at the Waln^u Street Theatre / Mrs. Teman 
being the original representative in the United States. For 
the copy of the play I was indebted to Pierce Butler, Esq. 

On toe 17th of December, Celeste took another farewell 
benefit, (Qitery,— what number was this 1 I have lost count,) 
and on the 20th, the Kavel family, with the immortal Gabriel, 
commenced a career in Philadelphia, closing the year 1836 in 
a perfect blaze of theatrical success. The Ist of January, 
1867, fell upon a Sunday, and the new year introduced as 
Julia, in the " Hunchback,” 

Miss ELLEN TREE: 

an actress who does not impress her audience violently in her 
faj||ar at first, but gradually increases in their estimation, 
dnl finally having obtained a place in their hearts, there she 
remains in defiance of their better judgment. Bhe must 
pardon me if 1 do not entertain so great an opinion of her 
talent as many of my contemporaries : my admiration of her 
sister, Miss M. Tree, (Mrs. Bradshaw,) whose performance of 
Clati and Zaide, in the " Law of Java/’ placed her so high in 
my estimation as a tragic actress, that 1 forgot her fame as a 
singer in my eulogium upon her acting — may render me an 
unfair judge of her merit; her best points painfully bring to 
my recollection " the light of other days.” 1 have never seen 
Miss Ellen Tree perforin any part in the numerous range of 
characters she sustains, that left such an impression upon my 
mind, as to make me desirous of witnessing it a second time. 
She came to the United States heralded as tho best actress of 
the English stage, (yet strangely enough her great fame in 
England was acquired after, and not previous, to her first visit 
to America,) which, being tacitly admitted, no critic was uu- 
gallant enough to analyse her claim ; besides her charming af- 
ability in private life turned the heads of half the editors, who 
bit the other half, and thus she triumphantly acquired golden 
opinions everywhere. May she long continue to convert them 
into eagles! She acted during her first engagement, Julia, 
Rosalind, Lady Townlejj, Letitia Hardy, Mrs. Haller, Mari- 

? nna, Beatrice, Juliet, jjady Teazle, Portia, Mrs. Oakley, 
)onna Yiolante, Juliana, Tiola, Donna Olivia, Kate O’Brien, 
and Hary in the drama of ** The Daughter.” If variety be 
charming, surely here is enough to charm any one ; few stars 
favour their visitora with such a list. 

Mrs. Gibbs, formerly Miss Graddon, played for Walton’s 
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benefit, in “ Cinderella,” on the 25th of January, and IM^iw 
Grove, on the SOth, played Juliet. On the 14th of February/ 
1837» poor Kowbotham, one of the firm of Maywood and Co., 
died. He was one of my oldest theatrical friends : 1 induoeth 
him to cross the Atlantic, in 1827. Few actors have left be- 
hind them a name more unirersally respected. His loss will 
be severely felt in the Chesnut Street Theatre, aa an able and 
strict drill Serjeant. 

The Arch Street opened on the lat of May, 1837, with 
“ Paul Pry” and the “ May Queen.” Power, James WaUack, 
Mr. and Mrs. Keely, Miss Ellen Trei, the Savnl Family, Miss 
Turpin, and Celeste, all played short engagements ; the last 
named lady closing the theatre on the sSi of Jnly, with ano- 
ther final leave of her American friends, written by a deaf and 
dumb poet, and presented to Celeste by General Morris, of the ^ 
New York Mirror^ as the play-bills politely informed us. 

The Chesnut Street Theatre opened for the fall season, *fall. 
of mystery. Not a star announced as engaged, but brilliantly 
lighted with gas on the 18th of August^ 1837; the pl^y, 
« Every one has his Fault” in which Mr. Harrington, oni' at 
the most sensible actors to be found among us, made his first 
appearance as Lord Norland, assuming a position which he 
held while he remained in the United States. On the 29 tb, 
the Budget premised made its appearance : £. Forrest, Hackett, 
Jtice, (Jim Crow,) Ellen Tree, Charles Horn, Bedouin Arabs, 
Miss Horton, Mr. Brough, and Mr. and Mrs. iy’ood. , 

To oppose this galaxy, was offered tbe horses, ponies, clowns, 
and equestrians of 

COOKE’S NEW emeus. 

which opened on Hie 28th of August, 1837— the most perfect 
affair of the kind yet offered for support in Philadelphia ; but 
as the Yankees never saw anything upon which their inven- 
tive genius could not improve, so the style so new to them was, 
before Cooke’s departure, thrown entirely in the shade* He 
had opened the eyes of Welsh, llaymond, Bancker, and other 
equestrian managers, and discovered to them a mine of wealth, 
waich they have been working successfully ever since. No 
foreign circus can ever again compete with them — so it should 
be ; and their enterprise and energy deserve the success they 
have met. For a short period tb^circus waa the rage, the 
fashion, the everything, it continlbd open until the 21st of 
December, when, followed by the good wishes of the commu- 
nity, Cooke, and the different members attached to his esta- 
blishment, proceed to Baltimore to reap honours. 

Miss Horton was the first star of the seahon at the Chesnut 
Street Theatre > ahe appeared as Cinderella on the 30th of 
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Angufit. HiU, the best of all Yankee comedians was the next ; 
then James Browne, a genteel comedian of the first rank ; he 
pUTod Boh Acres and Baron Frederick Willinghiirst, on the 
«18th of September, inducing Mr. W. B. Wood to remark, that 
he belonged to the breed of actors that he feared was ex- 
tinct— ^great praise, Mr. Browne, from such a source. I never 
heard a fault found with Mr. Browne’s acting by any person in 
the city ; but 1 do not recollect over to have seen him play, 
except upon the occasion of some actor’s benefit, to a tolerably 
filled house : indeed it was one beggarly' account of empty 
boxes succeeding another, each night of his engagement— a 
striking proof that Philadelphia has receded from the high 
and honourable poa^ she once occupied, which induced actors 
to look up to her decision of their talent as the pass- word to 
success. Alas 1 the same educated class of society rarely 
darken the doors of the theatre ; and I fear the breed of the 
audlenee, as well as the actors, is fast becoming extinct. On 
the 25th of September, Miss Ellen Tree played a round of her 
favourite characters, and on the 9th of Octooer one of the most 
extraordinary men belonging to the stage appeared among us— * 

Ma. VANDENHOFF. 

This gentleman for many years enjoyed a high reputation as 
an actor, in Liverpool and Manohester. In an evil hour, 
anxious to increase his fame, he accepted an engagement at 
Oovent Garden Theatre, where he made his appearance as 
King Lear. The press treated him with much severity, but 
with more civility than the audience. The manager, disap- 
pointed in his expectations, tried every annoyance to induce 
him to abandon his contract. I remember seeing him in a 
very indifferent molo-dramn, founded upon Scott’s novel of 
** Kenilworth,” in which he acted the part of Leicester, the 
audience hissing him regularly as he left the stage. If this 
also wat a managerial device, it failed ; he had evidently made 
Up his mind to receive, at least, the wages of his fall. His 
look of indignation plainly swd, Insult me if you please, 1 
am defenceless ; but I can’t afford to relinquish my bond : the 
sovereigns I must have and he got them. A compromiso 
took place ; for a stated snm of money he agreed to leave the 
theatre. He returned to the country, hoping to receive from 
hie former patrons syn^athy and support. Here he was 
doomed to meet anothermappointment. The fate of all unsuc- 
Ctalful aspirants for theatrical honours awaited him. During 
his absence Mr. Salter had so well supplied his place, that the 
audienma would not permit the managers to discharge him, or 
to plaee him again in a second-rate position, to make an open- 
ing ll^ ThoHoataguofiiudtheCapu- 
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lets of old never carried their fends to greater length ; blood 
flowed^ drawn by the fist instead of the sword, of the oppon^ts. 
In 1822, every dead pieoe of wall in Manohester bore an in- 
scription : Salter for ever — V<mdenhoff for ever^No rejected 
Actors — giving the town an appearance of an election, during 
the discussion of some popular question. In Manchester, 
Balter was the favourite, but in Liverpool the odds were as 
deoidedly in favour of Vandenhoif. The managers were com- 
pelled to retain both the actors — at Liverpool Vandenhoff 
taking the lead, and in Manchester Salter was to be the hero. 
After a short lapse of time, YandenhofT returned to Louden, 
making now the Haymarket the scene of trial, with no better 
success : but with the iron nerve ot a map^f genius, conscious 
of haviqg been unfairly treated, he made the third attempt, 
and succeeded, being considered one of the best tragedians of 
the English stage — indeed we may class him next to Mr. 
Macready. K ot having been announced at the oommenoemient 
of the season, he appeared without the usual preparation of 
pu^\ puf, puff. As an actor of cold declamation, he stapds 
unrivalled— his Cato, and his Adrastus in "Ion/’ may bo 
quoted as specimens of excellence. He made his first bow to 
a Philadelphia audience in Ooriolanus, producing neither won- 
der nor displeasure. 'Mrs. Flynn supported him throughout 
his engagement. Jim Crow (T. Bice) was the next star. The 
traitor ! the deserter ! the black varmint ! — what induced him 
to go to the Chesnut Street Theatre 1 Poor, Gumbo Cuff I thy 
fame has gone— perished, thy broad humour : converted into 
a Bond Street dandy— Jim Crow turned aristocrat ! ! Ah the 
Walnut Street Theatre, a star of the first magnitude — on the 
boards of Chesnut Street, a thing to frighten the audience 
from the boxes. Mr. Bice found this secret out too late : after 
one good engagement — the reward of his English fame,— he 
was consigned with diminished attraction, and almost anni- 
hilate^ popularity, to the minor theatres, which he should 
never have left. All the new farces he brought with him, 
were formed for the meridian of London: too genteel for 
American negroes, and, consequently, troublesonoie only to the 
actors, and unproductive to the treasury. Bice*s excellent 
performance of Othello in the " Black Opera,” has redeemed 
his reputation. Why don’t he associate himself with Palme’s 
^'Ethiopean Opera Company T His splendid voice and business 
tact will create for Mm, under such an arrangement, another 
fortune. 

On the 15th of December, a public dinner was tmidered to 
Mr. E. Forrest, by his fiallow oitixens of Philadelphia, fbr the 
able manner in which he had acquitted himsdf upon the Lon- 
don siBge, claiming as an Ameriomi, in the metropolis of the 
BriU^ empixe; the right to ourolM as an actor with Aw 
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oTnif^^ilAR^okt Kean., and Kemble. Nicholas Biddle, at this 
loan, (alas! for human greatnesa; had he died 
^fore the anapension of specie payments by the banks, what 
a ^epui^ien had been his in the history of after ages, — now 
the $figer of Boom is pointed at his memory, as a financial 
Ohnrlataii» who, by his wild theory and speculation, ruined 
tbonsands of his countrymen 1 1 !)— was announced to take the 
l^ir; but being prevented by sickness, his place was Supplied 
by tJhief Justice Gibson, supported by Judge Eoger, Mayor 
Bwift, J osephjft. Ingersolh Morton M’Mdohael, Louis A, Godey, 
£. Holden, &o., &c., Ao.«v Mr. E. Forrest, and his friend, Mr. 
Leggett, of New York, being duly introduced by the Commit- . 
tee,«the good things provided for the occasion by mine host of 
the Merchants’ Hotd, (Mr. Sanderson,) were dispat^ed with 
the usual celerity on such occasions, and the speeches, which 
were, excellent, commenced. Mayor Swift’s allusion to the 
first attempt of Forrest to act in public, under the influence 
of the laughing gas, at the Tivoli Garden, in Market Street, 
caused a roar of laughter, in which no one joined more heartily 
•than the tragedian himself. Forrest’s speech had in the de- 
livery too much of the Metamora style about it, but the mat- 
ter was decidedly good; and although protesting that he was 
po aotor here, (at the festive board,) yet he never acted so 
wtU in his lifk, as during this reply to the compliments pro- 
fusely showered upon him. 

When a public dinner is given in honour of a naval or a 
milita^ hero, their professional brethren are sure to muster 
in iheir strength, — nothing but dv^ty can induce them to 
absent themselves : the same' '^esprit de corps’* governs states- 
men, lawyers, and politicians; but a dinner to an actor, as the 
reward of literary serrico rendered to his country, was such 
an unusual event, that the novelty should have induced the 
attendance of every actor who respected his profession — their 
numbers ^ould have spoken their feelings in this juj^ cause 
of triumph to their arfc In the days of J efferson, Francis, 
Warren, and Burke,, what a display would have graced this 
table; but while the bar, the press, and even the pulpit, were 
represented fully, the stage alone was numerically absent — 
W. B. Wood, Maywood, myself, B. S. Conner, Charles Porter, 
and Howard the vocalist, were the only members of the pro- 
fession present. A deputation should have been there from 
the theatres of Boston, New York, Baltimore, and Wash- 
ington, anxious to avail themselves of such an opportunity of 
proving that the stage was, and is, a profession &at any man 
of learning m^ht feel proud to embrace. 

Asa compUment to Mr. B. Forrest, t]^ dinner was a 
flattering^ mi^k of the estimaiion in which hit talent was 
held in hit natiTo city j but I should hayu pJPcferred recording 
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that he waft to be found aa the Esteemed guest of those gentte- 
men who met here to do him "honout at their prirate dwell- 
ings, giving to the actor a clsihi to the position of a gehtle^ 
man, in the society of gentlemen, upon terms of admitted 
equality—respeOted and r^pecting. Is this for ever to be 
forbidden ground! It has been asserted, that the conduct Of 
the foreign aotors has been such as to close the doors of sooiety 
against their admission ; but gentlemen, in mercy, visit not 
these sins on the heads of your own countrymen. The time 
is fast approaching when all your aOtots will be Americans ; 
givelih^m, then, an inducement to eAvate their profesEdoU'*- 
shoW^fiem that the doors of society are thrown open to them, 
courftng their admission. You will find them tnen rational 
companions, eager to wipe out the stain of vagabondism 
unjustly stamped upon their brow for ages. 


CHAPTEE XXXIIl. 

Opening of the American Theatre. " The Destruction of Jerusalem.** 
Tntr(^uction to Captain Marryatt. Destruction of Cook*s Circus. 
Movement of Maoiagers in his behalf. Pittsburgh again. Mr. Parsons, 
the actor and preacher. A Curious Letter. A Rebublican Lady. 
Madam Augusta. Bad management of her husband. A (.etter of B. 
Forrest’s. 

On the 15th of Kovember, 1837, 1 opened the American 
Theatre in Philadelphia, with Booth as Hamlet, followed by 
the farce of the ♦'Welsh Girl;” receipts, 344 dollars. I had 
hoped, by remaining in Pittsburgh, to have escaped the run 
of success which Cooke commanded with his Hew Circus ; my 
company, too, had undergone a change not mnoh for the 
Latter ; Conner had left me for the Chesnut Street Theatre. 
My force stood thus : James Anderson, stage manager, Messrs. 
Hadaway, Proctor, William Warren, C. Porter, Addams, Bice, 
Joseph Smith, Bent, Herbert, Vach^, Grierson, Percival, F* 
Myers, Wemyss, Wilks, Jackson, Me Conachy, J. Van Stavo^ 
reen, Crouta, and Bannister ; Mesdames Kent, Procter (Willis,) 
Bannister, Herbei^ Wilks ; Misses Warren, Prioe, C. Price, 
Packard, White, and Eutlu 

On Monday, the 20th of Hovember, Bannister's play of the 
"Destruction o| Jerusalem,” nicknamed the " Destruotioii of 
the Walnut Street Theatre,’’ was produced; the scenery, by 
Eussel Smith, W^ grand and imposing the temple of So- 
lomon, and Uie market-place of Jeruttdem, with the last 
scene, m exaet copy of Martin's picture of Satan in Councili 
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surpassed anything 1 had seen for elTect. [Jnfortunately« I 
made Satan an angel of light ; had 1 represented a devil, 
with homsi hoof, and tail, the piece would have succeeded ; 
hut a hue and cry was raised that it was the spirit of truth 
and not the spirit of evil I raised. This proved fatal ; pro- 
fanity, sacrilege, contempt of religion, and a catalogue of un- 
heard-of crimes were laid to my charge. The Press thought- 
lessly joined the foolish cry ; and after the sixth night, the 
pieei was withdrawn — ^yielding, in six nights, 11 Cl dollars to 

f ay 2700 dollars, a loss, in the second week of the season, of 
539 dollars. On the Allowing Monday, by hard labour, a 
new drama, the " Demon of the Desert,” was produced— 

Mr. Booth was sert for, arrived on the 11th of December, 
and played Bichard — he also failtU. By the six nights 
engagement I lost 356 dollars, a very pretty beginning of 
a season. Marble played three nights— worsr a9id worse ; the 
receipts of the engagement, including his benefit of u hich ho 
received half, amounted to only 321 dollars. Christmas night, 
another new fftece, 196 dollars ; but Thtcuba” was not more 
* fortunate than its predessors. A host of benefits followed, 
most of them Proctor's and Mrs. Kent’s the only pro- 

fitable ones. I now jtriod Porter the giant, and Maj or Stephens 
the dwarf — no use. On the sixtieth night of the season 1 an- 
nounced Scotch Clans and Irish Chieftains.’* in which Mr. 
Anderson's stage arrangements were admirable; but the 2Sd 
of January fxsd their doom, Nothing could succeed ; the 
** Destruction of Jerusalem*’ had, indeed, spread a blight upon 
the theatre; 80 dollars, 40 dollars, and 50 dollar house® were 
more frequent than agreeable spcotacles. The first glimpse of 
success was my compUmental benefit, the arrangements for 
which having been completed on the 8th of February, 1 had 
the pleasure of seeing 1,084 dollars in the house—the pieces 
being the "School -for Scandal,” and "State Secrets.’* The 
volunteers on the occasion were, W. B. Wood, R. C. Maywood, 
B. S, Conner, Mary Anne Lee, James Howard, W. 0. Brough, 
W. E. Burton, Thomas Faulkner, H. G. Allen, George Taylor, 
Mrs. Hamilton, Mr. Walton, and Mr. Pearson. On this occa- 
sion I had the pleasure of au introduction to Captain Marry att, 
who, be his faults what they may, is an excellent companion. 
Who brought him behind the scenes I do not know, but ho 
did not leave bhe back of the house as straight as he entered, 
sundry glasses of champagne having elevated him to a state 
happy forgetfulness for the time being. This seasonable 
fidi^f to the funds of tne treasury, although not as large as I 
7|md my friends had calculated upon, was most serviceable, 
a Oil the 3d of February, a most appalling calamity took place 
iU Baitimors^ the destructioui by fire, of Cooke’s Amphi- 
theatre^ and all his splendid stud of forty horsea*»not one 
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saved! In twelve bouis reduced, froin comparative WeiAtli^ 
to want and misery in a foreign country. ^ A meeting of the 
citizens was held in his favour, and resolutions passed to open 
books of subscription in his behalf ; to apply for the use of the 
Holiday Theatre for a benefit— prices of tickets to bo 2 dollars 
each ; and a circular to be addressed to managers of the dif- 
ferent theatres, to co operate in measures for hia relief. 

Managers needed no prompting to such a deed. Befoanthe 
resolutions were passed, Mr. Cooke was in possession of a mtter 
from me, placing the Walnut Street Theatre at his disposal 
for any night he chose to name, witoout reference to my en- 
gagements, which I undertook to regulate, so that they should 
not interfere with any action for his immAiato relief. 

Hamblin, of New York, presented him forthwith with his 
original theatrical horse, Mazeppa ; which induced others to 
offer him splendid horses; so that the great bnmt-out was 
shortly on, his feet again, and able to open his Circus, in 
I'liiladelphia, on the 6th of March. He met||tttle or no en- 
couragement; even the benefit At his own^eatre was 
failure. Oh, Philadelphia, this was not thy usual mode of 
treating misfortunes ! — where the sufferer, too, was admitted 
on all hands to be worthy of thy sympathy. 

In answer to my letter, I received the following : 

« Pebruaty 8th, 1838* 

'' My DeAH PttfEND, 

I am requested by Mr. Cook to say that the anguish of his mind, 
and bodily illness, have jointly been the cause of his delay in axuvrerisg 
your kind and welcome letter. 

^ ^ M r. Cooke accepts your oll’er, and will be happy to hear when the night 
IS appointed. If Monsieur Toiison’* will give you no additional trouble, 
1 will come over and act Monsieur Morblcu, as 1 havo never appeared in 
PliiladcJphia. Mr. (’ooke acknowledges your kindness most gratefully, 
as theJirH manager who has stept forward, and will always acknowledge 
tlic real obligation. Be kind enough to reply as early as possible, and pro- 
bably I shall set off on the receipt of your answer, to make wl^tever in- 
terest 1 can among Mr. Cooke’s friends. 

I am, for poor Cooke, 

'' Your very obedient servant, 

(Signed) **J. W. AftinjiitsT.^ 

*' P. S. Address Mr. Thomas Cooke, Gay Street, Baltimore. 

" To Francis C. Wemyss, Esq., 

Walnut Street Theatre, Philadelphia.^’ 

# 

Thd benefit took place at the Walnut Street Theatre, on the 
21st of February, (Wednesday). ** The Battle of PoictierjL*’ 
Herr Cline, *nd ** the Weathercock receipts 660 dolto, 25 
cents. Mr. and Mrs. George Jones acted nights, anil, 

Booth once more— three nights, 184 dollars, 56 dollars^ 1T4 
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dollars. Oh deaP 1 oh dear ! Battle of Poiotiers,*^ prodnec* i 
in lavish style, by Barrymore, with the ceremony of the In 
atallatiott of the Knights of the Garter, on the 10 th of 
Pebmary. A more horrihle failure than any thing yet / Mrs, 
Barrymore, four nights, only 220 dollars; and on the 21st of 
hlarch I brought this ruinous season to a close, with the 
*'Poor Gentleman,” and ‘*Sam Slick,'’ for my benefit— 279 
dogifs. Oh what a house. 

IWver did I turn my face towards my Pittsburgh friends 
with so joyful a heart, asl stepped into the stage, on the 26 th day 
of March, to commence fhy spring season, which opened on the 
Slat of March, 1838, with *'Paith and Palsehood,’’ and “Tho 
Secret;” house, dollars. Monday, 2nd of April, 239 dol- 
lars — ^manager and actors elated by the view of full houses. 
Nothing raises the spirits of an army so much as a'^sudden 
victory. In the midst of gloom and defeat, tho same result 
followed in the theatre. Tho actors seemed to have acquired 
new energy; ^d for eleven weeks, good humour, good houses, 
and good livd| made every one happy and contented. Tho 
"benefits this season were all good. In this the citizens of 
Pittsburgh evinced good judgment. Nothing makes a clever 
actor more desirous of returning to a city than this attention 
to his interest on the night of his benefit. 1 wish the exam- 
ple Was followed e]pewhere. My good friends of Philadelphia, 
adopt this, even if it does proceed from the West of the 
mountains ; the talent of your stock actors will be materially 
improved by it. On the 12th of April, Mrs. Watson played 
Diana Yernon, in *^Bob Boy,’’ and treated the citizens of 
Pittsburgh, for the first time, to an opera : playing The 
Barber of ^ville,*' on the 16th, to a house of 348 dollars. Dr. 
Valentine was the next star: but his eccentricities did not 
Boem to meet the expectations of his auditors. On the 7th 
of May, Mr. Parsons commenced an engi^ement : this gentle- 
man was a favourite— but, on the following season, provoked 
the wtath of the Pittsburghers, by a very foolish speech, 
#hich they resented, by throwing a portion of one of the 
benches at his head. If I, as the manager of the theatre, 
could laugh at their fun, and turn the practice of hissing me 
at the end of each season, into a good-humoured joke, perfectly 
itndeiBtood between the audience and myself, surely he, as 
Jnty r^esentative, should have possessed more sense than to 
'Wkiee as an insult what was intended as a lark*’— a foolish 
nne if you please, but iipt a justification for the impertinent 
speech he thought proper to address to them, and which they 
so prom^ly resented. Mr. Parsons is now engaged in preach- 
ing Holy Gospel, and has learnt, 1 hope, that soft words 
frequently turn away evil designs. May his ministry to his 
Heavenly Master prove more successfol than his stewardship 
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did to mOi $b hiti oai^hly ond— and^ aboro all, let him remem« 
ber he cannot serve God and Mammon ! ! ! 

Here is a letter from a gentleman studying theology, with, 
a view to being ordained a minister : — 

(oopr.) 

# 

'' Mv dbab Wbmvss: — M rs- Shaw’s engagement^ no goi First night, 
105 dollars; second night, Lady of Lyons,” 126 dollars; third night. 

Ion,” 80 dollars. What do you think <11“ that? This place of Fitts- 
hurgh is not worth the attentions of any manager. T am disgusted with 
It, and never again in iny professional character, wlM I visit it. A monkey 
show, at a ftp a head, is equal to their - deserts, and fully adapted to tlicir 
intellectuality— ^rnore is beyond their conception ; blast them* 1 am al- 
most sick of the ways of management, if surh is to be mp succetSf and I 
think yon will agree with me too. Therefore, if 1 was not already engaged 
to you, for Baltimore, I should, I think, decline the whole matter ; hut, 
as it is. I will do all I can to make things go right. u 

Please write mo by return, and give such instrucnons ns you may, 
think proper. 

“ Yours truly, 

** Pittsburgh, Nov, 16, 1838.” (Signed,) ‘'C. B. Parsoks," 

On tbe ISfch of May, 1838, Bulwer’fl |day of the “Lady of 
Lyons” was acted, for the %flt time in the United 8tat«s, at 
IHtkhurgh — for my benefit I Mrs. Proctor (Mrs. Willis, Miss 
If. Warren) was the Pauline, and Bannister the Claude Mel- 
notte. Jim Crow Eice was the last star of the season, which 
closed on the 16th of June, 1838, with Mrs. Kent's benefit, 
“ The Kent Day,” and “ The Pet of the Petticoats,” — amount 
of house, 30G dollars. I returned to Philadelphia and opened 
the American Theatre in Walnut Street, on the 23d of June, 
1838, commencing a season which lasted for three hundred 
and eighty-five consecutive nights, or sixty-fout weeks and 
one night, unprecedented in the annals of theatrica.ls — once 
more rising to the height of popular favour as a manager^ 
Oh, fleeting fame ! how evanescent !. The “ Comedy of 
Errors ” and “ Jim Crow in London” — the houses very bad 
indeed. • 

On the 10th of August, in face of remonstrance £rom all 
quarters, I produced a pageant, entitled “ the Coronation of 
Queen Victoria — it was scoofissfui.. I followed, aa nearly as 
1 could recollect, the arrangement of KUiston's grand spectacle 
of the ** Coronation of George the S’onrth,” refreshing my 
memory from the London newspapers, which were filled with 
the accounts of the coronation pf Britain's youthful queen. , 
It tau^t the audience once more the road to the Walnut 
Sjireet Theatre, which they appeared to have forgotten ; yet» 
0 5 ' 
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Mrs. BanniaWs (Mrs. Stone's) republican feeling were so 
much anneyed, that she so far forgot her position to the 
manager and the audience, as to hiss the last verse of God 
save the Queen for several nights, inducing a few in front of 
the theatre to follo^w her esample-^rather an hazardous ex- 
periment, and perfectly uncalled-for. Her livelihood depended 
upon the success of the theatre which she thus tried to em- 
barRiBs. 

On the 24th of September, 

MADAME AUGUSTA * 
a 

appeared to a house of 877 dollars, hlled with ladies, wherever 
a seat could be obtained. She was young, handsome, and pos- 
sessed talent of the first order in her profession. The an- 
nouncement of La Bayadere, under such circumstances, created 
. an exoRement which the folly and stupidity of Mr. St. .Tamos 
overturned. He engaged to furnish the servicos of his wife, 
'(Mrs. Bailey,) as Nin^ ; Mr. Bishop, as the Unknown; and 
Mr. Archer, as Olifour, with twelve ladies as a corps de ballet. 
He arrived in Philadelphia with Mrs. Philips, in the place of 
Mrs. Bailey; no Olifour; and Mr. Ilorncastle, lent by Mr. 
WaUack, for one night, from the National Theatre in Kew 
York* Mr. Pickering, at the lagt moment, stepped forward 
and read the part of Olifour, from the score : but for this act 
of kindness, the audience must have been dismissed ; yet Mr. 
St. James never Offered him the slightest compensation. 
Horncastle being compelled to return to New Ycfcrk, Madame 
Augusta was announced in Three Dances; the engagement 
destroyed; for La Somnambula, as a ballet, did not prove 
acceptable in face of such a disappointment. 

On the 1 9th of September, I received from Mr. Forrest the 
following letter, in answer to a question, why he was not 
announced as engaged at the Ohesniit Street Theatre 1 where 
they had been so anxious to secure his services a few months 
boforC} when ho so misled me as to his intentions, 

''My dbar Weymbssi^A press of business prevented answering 
your letter yesterday. 

" As to J. R. Scott, I have a rule which forliids my playing for any bene- 
fit but the benefit of the Theatrical Fund,” I shaU be most happy to pay 
him, out of my own purse, fifty dollars a week during the engagement, 
and I have no doubt that a like sum paid by you, would secure his services. 

** In answer to your question, why I have not performed at the Park 
' Th^tre, listen— Mr. Price, to suit his own purposes, chose to Infer that I 
would quit the profession this year, and so engaged the best of the season 
to fordgners, and to the exclusion of all native histrions. 1 always take 
pleasure in welcoming to our shores any exotic talent ; but certainly not 
to the entire exclusion of that which Is " native and to the manor born.” 
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I went to the National Theatre, where I was offered my own time. 

“ Ab for Maywood, he did not offer me an engagement, qfcom sc, as you 
must be aware that arrangements of the Chesnut Street Theatre are made 
in BubBorvicnce to the wishes expressed or implied of the Park manager. 
Perhaps, however, hi^ anti-republican principles were so shocked at my 
consenting to deliver a fourth of July Oration before the democracy of 
New York, that he determined to punish me for my offence, by excluding 
me ftom the Chesnut Street Theatre. But whatever motives < operated 
with liim or others, thanks to the ** real people,” I have, so far, been 
going on swimmingly. 

** Last night, my benefit was between IIW and 1500 dollars. 

|||^ ** Yours sincerely. 

New York, Se^lS, 1838. (Signed,) Eowm Foaawx," 


CHAPTBE XXXIV. 

Return of Forrest to the Walnut Street. ** Amilic.” The Mj^t Stcect 

Theatre and Circus In Baltimore. A losing Concern* Parralas study- 
ing Theology. 

di. * 

On the 25th of October, E. ForreRt returned to the theatre, 
where he first received those exhorbitant terms which swelled 
his fortunes; and the patrons of which he had displeased, by 
breaking a pledge made by himself— unBolioited by the audi- 
ence— that so long as the doors of this theatre (the Walnut 
Street;) wore open to him, he wanted no other home, iao,, ^c. 
(See his address in 1829, at the close of his engagement with 
Ainaloe and Blake.) We have him here again, and so let hy 
gones be hy-gones. He played Othello in a masterly style, to 
572 dollars; Damon, to 515 dollars; Claude Melnotte, to 558 
dollars ; Macbeth to 879 dollars ; Metamora to 654 dollars ; 
Metomora to 703 dollars i and Claude Melnotte and William 
Tell, for his benefit, to 86^ dollars. As the price of admission 
was only fifty cents to the boxes, and twenty-five cents to the 
pit, I may assert that more persons visited the theatre during 
this engagement, than on any previous occasion for the same 
length of time. He repeated Metamora on Tuesday, the 23rd, 
to 413 dollars; Gladiator, 589 dollars; Claude Melnotte, 375 
dollars; Gladiator, 477 dollars; Eichard 111*, 428 do^rs; 
Gladiator and Oarwin, for benefit, 851 dallaia. 

So determined was he at this time, in his opposition to May- 
wood, that when I laughingly proposed to cut him out of 
« Anoilie,*’ if I could get the music, he turned jest into 
earnest, by stating he knew Simpson had it ; and if I would 
really do it, he would undertake to get it from the Park 
Theatte. I>pne, and it was done— well done, on the I9th o 
Hpyember, in eighteen days from the time of this conreraa 
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tioii* FcfnenA leffc Philadelphia for Kew York, on the BOth of 
October ; on the Slst, 1 received thia letter— 


My DiBAit WKUYes Simpson has protniscd me the words, music, Arc., 
complete, of the opera of Amilie,'’ with this provision, that I pledge 
myielf that what he lends shall not be copied, or used in such a way, that 
amy other theatre may appropriate it to its use. I have pledged myself to 
this, and I expect the same pledge from you. Mr. Brough will he the 
hearer*of ** Amilie" to you. ** Yours respectfully. 

New York, October 31 , tiB38. (Signed,) Edwin Forrest.” 

This indejid, quick work. Broneh returned to New 
York to engage Bishop and Mrs. Charles Horn ; but some mia- 
undeiBtanding about terms with this lady, whose husband first 
demanded one thing, and then another, nearly overturned the 
whole arrangement. I proceeded to New York, and succeeded 
in obtaining Bishop and Madam Otto, engaged several chorus 
Bingeiin||||nd returning, commenced active preparations. The 
•Walnu^Btreet Theatre presented the appearance of a large 
academy of music — every room hada piano goin^ ; Mr. Taylor, 
Mr. B. Cross, Mr. Allen, and Mr. BrehOp, each plied the chorus, 
trom nine in the morning, until four in the afternoon of each 
dhy, while Brough and Madame Otto, with Bishop, devoted 
ove^ hour to acquire their parts : the painting room was all 
activity, and the wardrobe "presented a lively scene ; and at 
half-past eleven o’clock, on Monday night, the 19th of Novem- 
ber, 1 had the satisfaction to hear the curtain descend upon 
the finale, followed by cheers, and such applause as rewards 
a manager for past labqur, by the knowledge that the receipts 
of his treasury will be increased. Congratulations poured in 
from all quaifcers; for twelve nights. “Amilie” retained 
triumph^t possession of the btage, and was reluctantly laid 
aside, to make way for the second engagement of Mr. For- 
rest, which, by contract, commenced on the 3rd of December. 
Bishop, as the Chamois Hunter, established himself as a tenor 
singer of taste and judgment ; the broken English of Madame 
Otto threw a peculiar charm around the part of Amilie, while 
<4Brongh did his best to aid the efforts of the other two : the 
chorus was excellent; and, the great object effected, the 
charm of novelty was gone, and the love-spell which held the 
' city ^ New York captive so long, was broken before it was 
heard &om the Bps of Wilson, Seguin, and Miss Sheriff, in 
the city of Philadelphia. 

, The Front Street Theatre and Circus, in Baltimore, having 
sprunj^ phosnix-like, from its Hsh^s> the stockholders under- 
takinl; to rebuild it for Cooke^ whose misfortunes had induced 
him to return to England, the lease was offered to me ; and on 
the 8rd of December, 1838, one of the most beautiful theatres 
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in the United States, erected by Minifee, was opened to the 
public, with a large dramatic, as well m equestrian corps ; 
the latter under the direction of S, I^ichols, — the pieces of 
“ Loan of a lover/’ equestrian exerolea, and the farce of 
liaising the Wind** — amount of house, 525 dollars ; the com* 
pany, Hr. Fartsonfi, Mr. J. Smith, Mr. and Mrs, H. Bberle, Mr. 
and Mrs. Kowe, Mr. Kussell, Mr. Winans, Mr. Peceval, Mr. 
and Mrs. Anderson, Mrs. Proctor, Mrs. A. Knight, Mrs. Cra- 
mer, Plnmer, "Ms* Collins, Mr. and Mrs. Jackson, Mr. '^ansta- 
voren, Mr. Wooubury, Mrs. Groves, Mr. B^rry, Mr. and Mrs. 
Foster, Joe Mur^y, and a strong coi^js de ballet ; the eques- 
trians, J. Aymarf Whittaker, Kichols, Knap, Hows, Andreas 
and Son, Hiss Nicholas, Mr. and Mrs. C 0 A 9 , B. Myers, Lip- 
man, Mr. Woolford, ring-master, and a cor^^ of Lilliputian 
dancers, under the direction of Amherst ; GoOtin, and Mr. and 
Mrs. Gardner, were engaged, but did not come. Hy nightly 
expenses were three hundred and twenty-eight dollaiB ; the cOn- . 
sequouca was, in nine wdiks I lost 2,768 dollars : the whole 
equestrian department, horses and riders, were a deadweight 
upon the stage performance ; the “ Bronze Horse,** for ton nights* 
averaged 400 dollars, I desj^tched the horses to Philadelphia, 
and endeavoured to retrieve losses by a succession of show 
pieces. Parsons who was the acting and stage manager, at # 
salary of fifty dolkrs per week, was studying theology in the 
theatre ; neglecting the business, and caring about nothing bitt 
receiving Ms money from the treasury in which he was, 
punctually personified; I gladly cancelled bis engagement, 
and have never met him since. In the pulpit his labours may 
be more sucOessful ; but from his career — 1^ sudden return to 
the stage — I fear the love of notoriety,’ not religion, is the 
guiding principle. 

I ought to have known Baltimore better ; but 1 thought a 
dashf with everything of the best around me, would have made 
at least one brilliant season. It was a fatal error : had 1 con- 
fined my efforts to the stage alone, and followed ihat season 
by a circus, without dramatic performance, I should have hll* 
the right nail upon the head. At the end of a season of one 
hundred and twenty-one nights; they made mo a J)exiefit of 
7S1 dollars, for which they have my thanks ; although they 
would not come to see Burton, Balls, J. Sefton, Marble, Wood 
and his dogs, Bmma Ince, and Mary Ann Lee. 

On the 3rd of December, at the American, in Philadelphia, 
Forrest, Oxley, and Mrs. Shaw, played seven nights, yielding 
to Mr.. Forrest 1,467 dollars but to the treasury of the theatre 
— noihinpJ deducting the amount paid for the services of 
Oxley and Mrs. Bhaw. Mr. Forrest’s second engagement eh- 
tedled a loss upon the theatre. 

On^ 9th of Februaiy, Nichols and his horses, ficom BaUL 
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fnore^ commdiiotd m engagement with the ** Forty ^Thieves;'^ 
iutid if in the Front Street Theatre they had proved a most 
Improfitable speculation, at the Walnut Street Theatre, fi<v 
seven weeks, they continued to draw good houses, not only 
retrieving losses, but leaving a surplus in the treasury. 
This season was one of singular changes : oommeucing on the 
23rd of June, 1838, the middle of October found a deficiency 
of over five thousand dollars ; the 20th of March found the 
whole loss retrieved, and a continued gain t(^the termination 
of the season, on the thr^e hundred and eighty-fifth night, the 
14th of September, 1 839 ; the best, and, in fact, the only great 
season I ever had in the Walnut Street Theatre, which was the 
Sink that swallo^bd up all the gains of Pittsburgh, and con- 
tinually cried iVtore, more / The equestrian^ drama produced, 
was Forty Thieves,” “ El Hyder,” “ Timour the Tartar,” 
** Cataract of the Ganges,” “ Lodoiska,” Blue Beard,’* and 
the “ Tiger Horde.’* During th^ engagement, my master- 
carpenter, James Landers, left me to build the stage of the 
, new Bowery Theatre ; he was a loss, indeed ; he is the best 
' theatrical carpenter and machinist in the United States. 

The Pittsburgh Theatre, this spring, opened on the 13th of 
May, 1839, with “ Laugh when You Can,” and “ Raphael,” 
&Us playing Gossamer. The citizens of Pittsburgh almost 
kOled him with kindness out of the theatre, if they did not 
answer his expectations behind the curtain ; his head was not 
hard enough to attempt the game he nearly fell a martyr to ; 
to see a Pittsburgh ho7i viv»ni under the table, is a task few 
attempt who know them, and fewer succeed in accomplishing. 
Hy friend Balls was a child at this game, and they laughed at 
him for his folly, until an attack of mama a~poiu turned a joke 
into earnest, and both parties withdrew from the contest, 
equally ashamed of haviug participated in it. 

On the 22nd of May, the Bedouin Arabs astonished the 
natives, while Miss Mason, Mr. and Mrs. Sloman, John Sefton, 
and Mr. B. Forrest, kept up the ball most sucoessfully,* the 
season closing on the 29 th oi June, with A Lesson for Ladies,** 
and ** Cramond Brig,” for my benefit ; a little hissing, as usual, 
and a splendid bottle of Champagne to wash it down after- 
wards; this was my last visit professionally to Pittsburgh. 
3£r. Parsons superintended the following season, and Mr. 
Jackson finished the game, in 1840, with a loss of four thousand 
dollars in seventy-two nights, the greater portion of which, 
unfortunately, remained unpaid. 



DHBATEIOAL BIOC^BAPHT. 


25i 


CHAPTER XXXV. 

The Walnut Street Leased to Cooke. Opening of the Chesnut Street, 
A Galaxy of Stars. Madame Vestrxs. Mr. Seguin. Miss Sheriff. 

On thf 2d of 1838, by permisBion of the board of 
agents, I let the Walnut Street TWtre to Cooke, for the pro 
duction of horse pieces. This consent, gentlemen, twelve 
months sooner, would have been worth several thousand 
dollars a-year to you, prevented the buildjpg of the Circus, 
and saved your tenant from ruin. Kow it was a matter of 
indifference , and yielded by you for the sake of the income 
derived from the bar^, the theatre being closed at the time. 
He produced Mazeppa,’’ in splendid style, followed it with 
“ Napolean,” so well done by Barrymore, which failed; and 
on tibie 25th of April, the ** Cataract of the Ganm*' sharing a 
similar fate, ho closed his doors on the 25th of May, never to 
open them again in America ; returned to his native oountry 
with blighted prospects and ruined fortune, to commence a 
now career, at a time when age should have been rendered 
comfortable in retirement. He left behind him a name res- 
pected by all with whom he had the slightest business trans* 
actions. May snocess attend his future movements. 

On the 28 th of April, Hfv. Vandenoff appeared as Cato. A 
new pieco entitled ** Sam Weller,” from the Pickwick Papers, 
seems to have been very successful at the Cheanut Street 
Theatre, rather an unusual occnrrence there with that style 
of dramatic literature. On the 1st of June, Conner played 
Richard the Third, to how many spectators is not recorded ; 
and on the ‘26th, Mr. W. B. Wood claimed the honour of being 
bho first representative in Philadelphia of Claude Malnotte, 
in The Lady of Lyons,’’ — sixty won’t do for twenty-six years 
of age ! Why did he not try Col. Hamas'* 

On tho 25th of August, 1838, the Chesnut Styeet Theatre 
was announced to open with a host upon host of various at- 
traction ; but one damper to the whole— prices were again 
to he raised^ of course to be again lowered. The list of stars 
ran : Mrs. Mattliows, late Madame Vestria; Miss Sheriff, Ma- 
dame Celeste, Mademoiselle Stephen, and a corps de ballet; 
Tyrone Power, Charles Matthews, Wilson, Seguin, Mons. 
Hazard, Bedouin Arabs, James Wallack, and Hackett. The 
pieces on the first night, Wives as they Were, and Maids as 
they are,” and The Ladies’ Man;” a very good bouse. 

The 8tb Qotobei: brought before us 
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tanvfn TESTRis, chaRlbs matthbws,) 

appealed aa Gertrude^ in i'he Loan of a Lover,” attd 
Julb^ ia **One Hour, or the Carnival BaU.” Without 
entering into anj defence of the faults of Mrs. Charles 
Hattheira, to her the American theatres are indebted for the 
itiaprovement so appare?it in tl\^ arrangement of postage, 
oarpets^ ottoman’s, grates, fenders, centre-tables, &c.| in 
drawing-rooms; ^avel-walks, beds of flowers, hothouse 
plants, in gardens, are ^ all her work. Among the number 
of ladies who have attempted the difficult task of managing 
a theatre, she aloi^ has succeeded. Look at the perfect man- 
ner in which thp light pieces were produced at the Olympic 
Theatre, in London. Every thing requisite to complete the 
iUurion of the scene was t/iere^md she insisted, as a sine 
qua non” with the Ame^can managers, that they should Ze 
kere also. For this alone she deserves the gratitude as well as 
admiration of every visitor of the play-honse. As nn actress 
in the varied extent of the drama, she has no superior and 

auditor who could listen unmoved to her ” Clara,” in 
The Barrack Boom,** may for ever renounce all claim to taste 
or judgment in theatrical matters. The prejudice excited 
againm; her by an unfortunate expression, said to have been 
uttered by her at Saratoga, prevented her from receiving an 
impartial hearing at the hands of an American audience ; her 
en^^ement was a failure both in xiR>ney and reputation. But 
thu u not to be attributed to want of talent in her profession. 
The absurd my that she was no actress, and unworthy of the 
reputation she enjoyed, was raised by prejudice, and was any- 
thing but creditable to the judgment (^hich was never used) 
of the American public. The manner in which she resented 
the mortification she experienced was ill-judged ; and her at- 
ta<^ Upon Jim Crow Bice, although not intended as ill nature, 
was construed, and gave him an opportunity to lampoon 
her with effect, in what he termed his own lyric style, turning 
all her efforts into ridicule. Every body joined in the hue- 
and-ezy against her, and seemed determined to prevent her 
BUooesB . every opportunity was eagerly seized to wound her 
pride. How well this succeeded, her speedy return to England 
I>roolaims ; but this result was the effect of accident, not de- 
sign. A brilliant campaign was anticipated for her ; and her 
failure is to be attributed to occurrences which took place out 
of the theatre. To her husband, Mr. Charles Matthews, the 
audience was better disposed ; every thing he did was appre- 
ciated, and the praises lavished upon his professional efforts 
wdre intended as another thorn to be planted in her side, by 
building up a rapqtation for him upon her dowfifalL His 
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merit 1 am folly willing to admit ; bat I qaetti<m wbethpt be 
felt flattered by the approbation he received in the tTntted 
States. He made his appearance in Philadefohia as Peter 
Spjke, in<‘ A Loan of a Lover ; ** Motley, in ** He would be an 
Actor;” and Charles Swiftly, in One Hour, or the Carnival 
Ball.” Their engagement was a sucoesalon of house8^(a.d^ 
worse, worst ; and on the 20 th of October, they brought it to a 
cloM with “The Welsh Girl,” "Clatter tjerm Patter,” "The 
Handsome Husband,” and the Carnival Ball.” They declined 
visiting either Baltimore or Boston, i^d returned forawith to 
Loudon, where Madame, no doubt, has recovered the equani- 
mity of her temper, and arrived at the conclusion, that the 
Yankees are uncivilized brutes, who oandbt appreciate good 
acting. In truth, she has good cause for her spleen. 

Celeste followed, as Madeline, in St. Mary^s Eve and to 
oppose Porrest'a career at the Walnut-street Theatre, played 
nightly in two pieces, and, on the 3d of November, announced • 
positively her last appearance (until the next time). Her fare- 
wells have become truly laughable ; but they seem always fo 
answer the purpose of a full house. 

Power played on the 5th, Bory 0*More ; and on the Isth, 
after his usual success, announced his benefit, Pandheen 
O'Kaiferty, in " Bom to Good Luck,” and Larry Hoolagan, ia 
" More Blunders than one,**v^hen his rich brogue was no longer 
heard within the walls of Old Drury, but was transferrea to 
the Haymarket, London. 

Mrs. H. Cramer played Mrs. Haller, on the 26th of Novem- 
ber ; a really clever stock actress. And on the 4th of December, 
Celeste again — Toujour Celeste ! another farewell benefit on 
the 22d of December. Wallack, now the popular manager of 
the National Theatre, in New York, played the BrigaUd; 
Mrs. Walstein, a humble but useful member of the company, 
took her farewell of the stage, on the 8th of January, to seek 
retirement in the arms of matrimony — may she be happy. 
On the 14th of January, 1839, Mr. Beguin and Miss Sherm 
opened in " La Bomnambula.” Of Mr. Wilson, it would be 
superfluous to say more than that he supported his high repu- 
tation as 8 tenor singer, and warbled himself into tne good 
graces of the audience. Of 

Mb. SEGUIN, 

1 may add, there is a vein of rich, comic humour flowing 
through 'every part he undertakes, which would have made 
him a favourite as a comic actor in the best days of the dranu^ 
without the aid of the rich bass voice which reaches your ear 
In a full tone of melody. He is the bilflb par cAeceUenoe of 



op^ a position he mil long retain; and strong in- 
mast he be that riTals pretemdon to famc^ who can wrest 
thetitle from him. 

Miss SHEBIFP, 

althoogh the last; namod^ by no means the least of the trio in 
the list of the sostgatresseS who have visited the ITew World* 
Bhe stands second only to Mrs. Wood; apd the success of the 
ppera of ^^Amllic/’ at Kew York, has given her fame and re- 
putation throughout the Tlpited States superior to any she 
enjoyed in Jjon£>n. Aided by Wilson and Seguin, she accom- 

S 1 the usuif tour of European Artistes, returning to 
id with pleasant reminiscences, a purse well filled with 
,the result. of Yankee admiration of her talent; not 
hSiVing been involved in any theatrical fracas, so fatal to the 
popularity of the stars, who frequently permit their tempers 
to get the better of their common sense, and by one hasty 
expression of anger mar all their future prospects. 

On the l8th of January, “Amilie,** the mtwic of which 
bad enchanted the New Yorkers, and held possession of the 
stage to the exclusion ol any other opera, was produced at 
the Ohesntit Street Theatre. 1 had presented it sufilciently 
wall at the Walnut Street to destroy any great excitement ; 
the airs had become familiar, and. notwithstanding the full 
force of the chorus from the National Theatre, it failed to 
draw money. If I am asked for my proof, behold it in the 
fimt, that neither Miss Sheriff, Mr. Wilson, nor Mr. Seguin 
would venture to take it for a benefit. It was one of those 
fhir (unfair) movements in management, which frequently 
overthrow well-laid schemes. That the opera was better done 
at the Ohasnut Street Theatre, as a whole, nobody will bo 
fhobhardy enough to deny ; but there were detached portions 
batter executed at the Walnut Street, while the scenery was 
superior to that presented at Old Drury ; and many pre- 
fisrred the counterfeit to the genuine ''Amilie.” 

Herr Oiine, Mrs. Watson, and Miss Clarence Wells, filled 
up the month of February ; and the 4th of March astonished 
us with the presence of my old friends, the Slomans. She 
opened in Isabella,” ho in *'Sam Savouiy” — attraction 
gone never to return ! While their numerous personal 
mends rejoiced to see them once more, the public in general 
' cared nothing about them; and even Bloman's ten comic 
failed to produce a house on his benefit night that he 
W^d have been wilUng to pay five hundred dollars for, be- 
fore the doors opened, as he did to Mr* Warren, for his first 
bos^ In Philadelphia* 
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CHAPTER XXXV 1. 

^le Season of 1859-40. Increase of the Prices of Admission. A bisas-' 
trou 9 Step. A Compliment from a distingpished soiiroc* Forrest, as 
•* Richelieu.” Return to the Old Prices. Barnum. Booth in a Crazy 
^it. A Letter, but no Answer.' Mrs. FitawUliams. Miss Vandonoft. 
Charles Rcdii. Mademoiselle Fanny Kllalcr. Celeste. Death of het 
Husband. 

• 

Tbb lato fieason at tho Walnut Bfcreet Theatre having in 6ome 
measure retrieved the losses of the previoiHf one, and my ar« 
rangementfl for the campaign of 1839-40 giving me confidence 
of a continuation of success, having secured the services of 
Forrest, Burton, Hill, Mr. and Mrs. Seguin, Horn castle, and 
Latham, Kichola, and his horses to commence upon* Mr. 
Henry G. Freeman, after these engagements were made, gave 
me notice that the board ot agents had come to the conclusion, 
not to renew my lease unless I agreed to raise the price of a^r 
mission to the Pit (the support of the house, that nothing but 
this stupid arrangement could drive away), to thirty-seven and 
a hdi cents. Never having previously charged more than 
twenty five cents, and having resisted every argument of 
Forrest. Augusta, and others, to tamper witn the prices, I 
was compelled to yield my judgment to the dictation of 
gentlemen who, understanding their own business, might, at 
least have given me credit for understanding mine, after, with 
care and laoour, having raised their theatre to a repuWion 
it had never, since Blake’s time, enjoyed* Remonstrance, 
argument, all was vain — the alternative, leave the theatre. 
Would to heaven I had done so. But throughout my whole 
business connection with Mr. Jl. G. Freeman — (for the other 
gentlemen of the board were but his satellites ; they might 
oppose his views, but, on the system of freedom of election, if 
they did, next year they could not retain their seat in the 
board, his overwhelming vote and interest placing any puppet 
he chose to nomiuato in the position of an agent)— the more I 
yielded, the more ho demanded, until at last worn out by the 
positive injustice of his demands, and the insolent contempt 
with which a letter addressed to the board of agents was 
treated, I resolved to give up tbe theatre. Forced to drive 
away the staunch support of the housp, by levying an advance 
of fifty per cent, upon the admission, for no other reason than 
that the OhoSnnt Street Theatre had advanced their prices; 
and Mr. H. C!. Freeman being also a member of the board of 
agents of that theatre, sacrificed me. What was the Chesnfit 
Btreet Theatre^ or it? arrangement of prices to me, or to my 
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attdienoe % They had contiauallT trifled with the prices of ad- 
Qflmn, 1 iieTier-**mamtaiiiing that one fixed price was the 
way to insure steady patronage. The conseqnenoe was, when, 
as it had always happened, the Ohesnut Street managers re- 
duced their prices to the old standard, 1 was charging seventy* 
dre and thirty-seven and a half cents, the same price, and poa- 
seeeed not . the power to reduce to my old prices, without the 
cemaeni of the board of agents, (that is, Mr. H. G. Freeman). 
After having ruined the engagement of every star, and played 
fifty-seven nights under ihe expenditure of the theatre, fifteen 
of which yielded only fifty dollars, and in one hundred and 
fourteen nights having lost six thousand dollars, on the 25th 
of January, 1840, 1 graciously received permission to do 
as I liked, with regard to the prices. 1 did not lose one 
night in availing myself of it Closed for a week, hoping to 
make the audience forget it — but they were not to be whistled 
back — my ruin was sealed — the doom irrevocable. The board, 
of agents of the Walnut Street Theatre, who should have been 
'my support, the cause, the only cause. During a season of 
two hundred and sixty-one nights one hundred and fifty-five 
produced less than half the amount of the nightly expenses 
required to keep the doors open. The seven worst weeks ran 
thus: 320 dollars, 284 dollars, 261 dollars, 292 dollars, 839 
dollars, 813 dollars, 251 dollars, not the amount of a single 
good house to pay the expenses of a whole week. Whoever is 
fiuniUar with the expenditure of a theatre may make a oalcu- 
iarion of the losses entailed upon the poor manager, by g^tle- 
men attempting to conduct hia business according to their no- 
tions of right and wrong. What a debt of gratitude 1 owe to 
the committee of the Walnut Street Theatre stockholders— 
which 1 found a bam, with scarcely snfilcient scenery to act 
a plain comedy, tragedy, or farce, and which I left the best 
stocked theatre for melo-drama, with machinery, &;c., in the 
United States. 

Endeavouring, if possible, to stem the tide which I thus 
early saw must bear me immediately on to ruin, I had pre- 
pared appropriate decorations, by Hiolge; and although I 
closed on Saturday, the 1 4th of .September, the longest theatri- 
cal season on record, I opened on Monday the 16th, with the 
theatre renovated, newly painted, seats re- covered, Iprosenium 
altered, and kept my curtain down exactly half an horn be- 
yond its time. So like magic did this appear, that it was 
tbtee nights before the audience could be a<?sured that such a 
thing had been accomplished. On the Wednesday evening, 
whila seated in the greenroom, my ears were; assailed by three 
hearty cheers, which 1 at first supposed were meant for appro* 
bation Hr. E. Forrest, in Damon, but on walking to the 
stage, 1 was told the audience had just discovered the decora* 
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iions, and were calling; for the manager. Upon this effort^ ao 
well arranged against time^ the press were.perfectly silent ; a 
proof what attention their reporters pay to the affairs of«a 
theatre, where the manager does not request a notloe. I was 
anxious to avoid the notice of any change of prioe in the ad* 
mission, and leave it to its own course. 

Forrest commenced the season with ** Tirginius,” to 898 
dollars j played the "Gladiator,” "Damon” twice, "Metamora” 
twice^ and "Othello” and "Oarwin” for his benefit. On 
Tuesday, September 24th, 1839, 1 moduoed "Hmhelieu” in a 
style that surprised elrerybody. dresses cost me six hun* 
dred dollars, and were made by A. J. Allen. The costume 
the* exact age of Louis Xlll. of France, t^ scenery new, the 
chairs and tables of the same style and date ; so perfect was 
everything, that after the first night Mr. Forrest called me 
into his room, and after many compliments, concluded thus ; ' 
" For what you have done for the honour of the profession i 
will play one night gratuitously for you at the end of thiaT 
engagement; select any play you think proper.” Suoh a 
prolfer, on such an occasion, from such a man, was a feather^ 
in the iap of a manager, which no one has been able to plnck 
away from me. 1 never heard of his being equally liberal to 
any of my contemporaries. The play was cast thus t Kiohelieu, 
E. Forrest; De iSlauprat, Cornier; Banadas, Matthews; Be 
Beringhen, Wemyes; Joseph, Vach^; Francois, J. Smith; 
Louis ZllL, Grierson; Hugu^t, Porter; Gaston, Burgess; 
Clermont, Myers ; Captain of Archers ; M'Bride ; Governor 
of the Bastile, Kemble; Jailor, Horn; Julie Mortio^ar, 
Mrs. Hunt; Marion De L’Orme, Miss Matthews (now Mrs.' 
Edd^). Although the play was thus well acted, the re- 
ceipts of the first night were only 38 J dollars; second, 868 
dollars; third, 367 dollars; fonrth, 342 dollars; regularly 
falUng off slightly every night. The blight of the prices had 
fallen upon this whole engagement, and every star engage- 
ment that followed throughout a season which promised so 
much. Forrest's benefit was 852 dollars, but at fifty cents, 
and twenty-five cents, he had last season 862 dollars, and 
851 dollars, instead of 576 dollars, at increased prices. 1 de- 
clined taking " Richlieu,” and selected " Metamora,” which 
was acted to 289 dollars. The offer was a liberal one on the 
part of Forrest, although not so productive as we both an- 
ticipated. This first engagement, at the commencement of 
fifty-six nights during the year, loft the treasury a deficiency 
of about seven hundred dollars, including the expenses of 
producing the play of " Richelieu.” Of Mr. Forrest's per- 
formance of this part I can scarcely find words to speak in 
terms of sufficient praise ; it was one of those masterly efforts 
of genius that sets criticism at defiance, full of beauty, fnU of 





bnt m etxd^avoiir to i^alyze tho latter would lead 
your pen into 0 strain of panegyric before you had completed 
half a dozen sentences, by the discovery of a flash of genids 
so brilliant, as to make you doubt the correctness of your 
judgment, and pronounce the fault you had determined to 
expose, a necessary foil to the excellent eifoct which followed. 
He evidently devoted tio time to the study of character, but 
committed the words of the part tb memory in a hurry ; ap- 
peared in it before the public in a hurry ; before them, to 
polish his crude idi^ of the author aS chance might direct ; 
giving lull sOope to his ^imagination — an effort no one but a 
great actor would have dared to attempt. 0?hat Bibhelieu was 
not in years au old man, even at the time of his death, history 
informs us, but having been a ron6 in youth, his impaired 
constitution became too feeble to support his extraordinary 
vigour of thought and mind. Borrost represented him as a 
fehble, tottering old man, thus availing himself of stage trick 
to give greater eifoct to his outbreak of passion, and the 
anathema pronounced on Banadas at the end of tho fourth 
' act, was equal to any of Edmund Keanes best efforts, of a 
similar nature ; taking his audience by surprise, and charging 
onward, until their admiration broke forth into an involun- 
tary acknowledgment of his excellence, continuing several 
seconds after the fall of the curtain hid the actor from their 
view. His sudden appearance before the king and the con- 
spirators, who are congratulating themselves upon his death, 
and the overwhelming agony of his tone and countenance, 
when refused the pardon of ])e Mauprat, by his sovereign, 
was the perfection of art — but his 7<a, ha, ha. Count Baradas — 
ha, ha, in the last scene was not deserving of tho applause it 
received, and unworthy of Forrest — in my opinion the greatest 
blemish in the whole play;— but as a whole, Richelieu will 
never And a better representative. Macready and V andenhoff 
both fall infinitely below Forrest,, by comparison, in this 
Character. The former gentleman shows the effect of long 
application and intense study thrown at once into the shade 
by genius; yet it is strange, that while every body admits 
lUchelieu to be one ,of Forrest's greatest eflbits, tho receipts 
of the treasury* when he acts it, fall short of Lis average 
houses. The cause of this must be in the play, which is 
devoid of interest to a common obaorver, and too classical to 
suit the taste of that class of society who form the majority 
of visitors to tho theatre. 

Burton, on the 5th of October, played ^'Paul Pry and 
Billy Lackaday.” For six nights his houses averaged only 
165 dbllate ; his benefit was 653 dollars. Hill ^iollowed with 
no betl# Buoeess : two hundred people in the pit, Whioh used 
to average 600 dollars nightly, was the result of the oppression 
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on thd of tho stoukkiMm, forced BubnoMcOL to H 
upon mine. ‘ On tlie 4th of Kovember Hr« end Min. Seguin!^ 
and Mr. Horncastle, appeared xn ** Der FreischutB/* I hava“ 
Mr. Seguin’s written testimony, that out of London he ha# 
never Been the scenery of this opera so well put upon the stage ; 
yet the second night produced only 170 dollars. Mr. Serin’s 
benefit only 247; Mr. Horucastle’s 138 dollars ; Mr^ Lathanfa 
194 dollars, and Mrs. Seguin^s 401 dollars. Damn all fitoel&> 
holders and their interference, as Goldfinch damns aH dancing 
masters and their umbrellas, when ilnng into the ditch.'* 
Forrest returned on the 25th of KovAnber; his houses wolsa^ 
than on the former occasion. The horses, to whose exertiens 
1 was so much indebted l^t season, commenced ait the lltdk 
of December, and although ^<The Forty Thieves,” ‘'Marmien," 
The Secret Mine,” “ The Siege of Tripoli,” “ Kenilworth,^ 
^‘Blue Beard,” and “Billy Button” were offered as attractions, 
empty benches— and why don*t you lower the prioesl — what 
did you raise them for ?— were the only obieots that met my 
eyes and ears. The Ist of January, Kew Year's night, only 
269 dollars ; instead of an overflowing pit, three hundred and* 
twenty- four tickets were all that I could sell, with two new 
pieces, in which the horses appeared. Seven benefits, to fire^ 
companies alone, yielded the amount of the nightly expenses, 
up to the 25th of January, Never was a bright pros- 

pect so cruelly killed, murdered, as my arrangements were 
this season. On the 3d of February, I announced a return to 
the good old prices, and a new piece, “ Sadah and Kolasrade.” 
Mr. Sefton having engaged for me in London, Mr. Macintosh, 
the stage carpenter of Madame Testris’ Theatre, a complete 
alteration at my own, expenses, was again made, and gas intro- 
duced to light the theatre, from the borders instead of the 
old plan of wing-ladders. The American Theatre, in Walhut 
Street, under my direction, was the first to introduce this 
method, now so universally approved and adopted in the 
United States. Towards these alterations the Board of Agents 
liberally contributed one hundred dollars, leaving mo to pay 
eight hundred, in making an effort to escape from the slough 
of despond, in which they had plunged me. would not 
do — Sadah and Kalasr^,” with all its l^autiful soenery 
and dresses, failed ; the ffit night yielding only 277 dollars, 
109 dollars, of which was in the pit ; but my pit coirt^oxnem 
were too justly offended to forgive the past, and left me to ex- 
tricate myself^ if I could, Without their aid, although to see 
Master Diamond and Sanford^ they did ouce honour me With 
their prosmoe, to the amount of selren hmiji&edi and four 
tiokete^ in S house of 740 dollars* . On tho of 
Bootib oammenced an engikgement, on the. Iflth^ for tim 
first time, in all our engagements, failed to appear 



260 


THBAmcil. BIO^BAPHr. 


^^Biohard the assigning as his reason, that I was 

negleoting jny buBinei^, by playing for Mr. Murdoch's benefit, 
nt tbe Chesnnt Street Theatre, and until 1 came, he would 
not go upon the stage. This closed our engagement, as I 
would not permit him to appear on the following night. Bur- 
ton played twelve nights to more money at the reduced prices, 
than was received during his previous engagements. £. For- 
rest, aided by J. B. Scott, commenced his last engagement for 
season, on the 22nd of April, In Damon and Pythias,” 
to a house of 241 dollars — ruinous work; giving him fifty per 
cent on the gross amount received each night at the doors. 

Booth, who promised reformation, and professed penitence, 
played Hamlet the I5th of June; and on the 24th, 
Orouooko, in bare feet. His benefit, on the 27th, Octavian, 
Shylook, John Lump, and the first act of Kichelieu. Through- 
out this engagement, he had been crazy ; and his Bichelieu 
^ never will be forgotten — Imperfect, drunk, and dressed like an 
* linglish chimney-sweep ~on the 1st of May. 1 found T could 
no longer place the slightest dependence upon him. He kept 
^th with me, when he had broken it with almost every 
mana^r on the continent; and when taxed with his folly, 
would say — Ask Wemyss if he believes these stories — he knows 
X never break engagements. Alas ! Mr. Junius, I can no 
longer, with truth, assert you never did. His twelve nights 
yielded, inolnding his benefit, 1412 dollars, or 117 dollars per 
night, for which I paid him, as usual, taking the proceeds of 
the benefit, 1200 dollars. Quere ; how much did I gain by 
the operationH While riiin stared me in the face, and Barton 
was converting Cooke's Circus into a theatre in my immediate 
neighbourhood, on the Ist of July 1 addressed the Committee 
thus— 


** Philadelphia, July 1st, 1840. 

Gantlkmjem', 

** The present position of theatricals in this city, and the very 
heavy loss of the present season, having placed me in a situation to require 
some little aid ftom you, I am induct to lay before you the reasons 'Why 
1 think myself entitled to expect from you some consideration. 

It appears from the books of the theatre, that I have expended in 
lumber, canvas, pa4gs, cordage, and tin-iwe, extra carpenter wages, (not 
Including my regular bill for carpenter-wdK of 42 dollars per week,) up- 
7,000 dollars, independent of my rent, which, in six years, has 
«^ <Mited to 20, 9Q0 dollars. Y ou have likewise received d uring the same 
HHi, from the bars for rent vial, twenty-five weeks for the first seven 
^pmths, say 50 dollars per week, 1,250 dollars; forty- five weeks for the 
Ki^Udyear, at 50 dollars, 2,250 dollars; thirty-five weeks for the third 
year, '«t 50 dollars, 1,100; thirty- three weeks for the f»u^ year, at 50 
doUaxs, 1,050 doUw ; fifty-two weeks for the fifth year, at WdoUam, 5,540 ' 
dollars’; forty-eight weeks for the sixth year, at 70 dollars, 3,350-^Total, 
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15,250 dollan. Thirty thousand two hundred and fifty dollarfi !n addition 
to the 27^900 dollars, making the gross amount of 41,150 dollars fbr tho 
five years and seven months, nearly fifteen pet cent* per year, reckoning 
one hundred and seventy-five shares at 275 dollars each. 

The house has been twice decorated hy me since it was done by ^e 
stockholders in 1854; moreover, half the papering and painting of the 
lobbies. 

A mistake of my own, not discovered until too lato to rectify it, 
caused me to pay five months* rent before the theatre was ready for 
performance ; and although I can make no complaint upion that suhject, 
it made to me a diffbrcncc of 1,700 dollars |n my expenditure during the 
first year. 

" I now proceed to state what I solicit you to do, and what .1 trust you 
will accede to« - ' • 

** In the first place to require firom me no payment in advance for the 
following year, but to receive the 200 dollars per week ftom the usual time 
of opening. Thus making a difibrcnce of five weeks in the time for the 
payment of the whole rent. Second, to paint and paper the lobbies and 
vestibule, (a new dome if you thjnk proper,) and also the panels of the* 
boxes, according to a design which I will submit for your approval. Thus 
giving to the house a fresh appearance to enable me to compete with th^ 
other theatres. ' 

** Having laboured industriously for five years and seven months, to 
make the theatre what it is, in point of scenery and machinery, I trust 
you will not think 1 have made any unreasonable demand on your 
courtesy i and by your early answer to this letter, enable me to guide my 
future movements accordingly. 

** There is one subject more to which I would direct ydur attention—- 
IJut police. It is necessary that at least one half of this burden should bo 
borne by those who receive the emoluments of the b^rs, from which, u>ar- 
ticularly the third tier,) all the disorder in the house arises. 

** Yours most respectfully, 

(Signed) " F. C. Wkmybs.” 

This letter remained unanswered, Mr. Freeman met me in 
tiie street, and told me a committee would be appointed to 
wait upon me ; — none came. The Arch Street Theatre was 
pressed upon me by many of my friends, at half the rent I was 
paying for the Walnut Theatre ; and as Mr. H Freeman, Mr, 
Montelius, Mr. Laffies, Mr. Wickersham, hfr. Peddle and Mr. 
Donaldson, after blighting my prospects of almost certain 
success, treated me with contempt, I thought it time to shake 
off the slavery, which had become too irksome, to the will of 
these gentlemen, and sent them notice of my intention to 
resign the theatre on the filst di^ of July, when my lease ex- 
pired. These consistent gentlemen suffered Mr. Dinneford 
and Mr. Marshall, my successors, to open the pit at twelve- 
and-a-ha!f cents, and upper boxes twenty- five cents admission; 
giving them also the rent of the bars, and cbaiging them jho 
more rent than they required of me without them I Thus, in 
p 5 # 





Ireftt free. Thank you & tliouiutiid tinl^' 
^enuemen^ for yoxur Bn^ess. You caught hold of a fool 
when you got hold of me , and having me in your olutcheai, 
you made too pay the price of my foUy* Not satiifted, like 
dhylooki, to have your pound of iieph^ you contiitnally de< 
xhanded more than youi; bargain. Your lucky stara, in m)r 
insolveuoy;^ saved you much ihcdnveniience. Oonld I have 
m^outed the suit commenced, for justice, 1 have no doubt 
Ihe result would have been gratifying td nie> but mortifying 
to. yourselves; and that 1 should have received some few 
thousand dollars as a salvo for all you made ^Wlf und family 
suffer. The rich tpan always will oppress the^oor man ; but 
retnbution sometimes, though rarely, overtakes him : power- 
ful Mends arise when least expected. 1 leave you te enjoy 
, the honour of the money obtained for bar rent, and the know- 
ledge that you, and hot the manager, should have been indicted 
^r permitting nightly the laws to be set ac dehahce within 
those rooms for your exclusive benefit. The theatre closed dn 
•Batutday, the 25fch of duly, for Hadaway’s benefit, “ The 
Floating Beacon,*’ and the Turnpike Gate/' never to be 
opened by mS again, tu leaving it for the Arch Street Theatre 
1 may have committed an error; but in si* years, two only 
yielded any profit ; the other four entailed upon me severe 
losses. Had I been left to follow my own judgment, without 
the interferenoo of the stockholders, or rather their committee, 
I should have contrived to hare redeemed all mishaps. Fet- 
tered in all my movements, I sank beneath the pressure.' 

On the ^Oth Of September, Mr. Oharles Kean appeared in 
the Chesnut Street Theatre, as Hamlet. It is fortunate for 
his reputation he has paid us a second visit, for the Americans 
did not admit his claims to rank as a first-rate artist when 
among us a few years ago. He has evidenl^ly improved in his 
style, but there is much room for improvement left. His 
father! name is a charm around his career which opens all 
hearts in his favour ; the recollection of his excellence must 
act as the strong iiiducement to prove himself worthy of his 
sire’s reputation. The best part he acted, during his present 
engagement, was Claude Melnotte. He looked the part better 
than any representaiye 1 have yet seen, and that is at least 
half the battle. On the 15th of October, Miss Inverarity, 
Miss Foole, Mr. Manvets, and Mr. Martyn, appeared in Cin- 
derella.” Miss Poole was^^decidedly the favourite; Miss 
Inverafity is untoinly in person^ makes horrible faces when 
singing, and will never be a favourite in Philadelphia. They 
pfoduoed a new opera, entitled ** Fidelio,*' with sometlBUOoesQ, 
On the 4th ef November, . ^ 



mQfOkABm. ^ 

. Mrs. FmWILWAM- 

lifctle Plumy Copel^d, whom I had seen a child in TJovqt, 
whom I re, member in London as the Madge Wilddre — maim 
capable of* succeeding Mrs. Bgerton, the essence of fun and 
drollery in female form, made her appearance as Peggy, in the 
" Country Girl f therein showing her judgmenti making the 
audience beUeve she was nothing more than a tolerable 
actress, until, in Widow Wiggins^ i|liQ sent them out the 
theatre deli|||||d,.to talk of nothing else until they could in* 
duoe a frieimMi companion to return to the theatre on the 
following evening. Never did an actress fnake so great a hit 
on her iirst appearance, and nightly she continued to win upon 
the favour of her audience. In twelve nights she acted Po^f * 
Widow Wiggins, Albina Mandevilte, Widow Brady, ^fy 
Scraggs, Helen Worrett, Madame Man etta, Kitty Skylark, and* 
Louisa Lovetrick. In broad farce she is irresistible ; and now 
and then a little touch of pathos falls beautifully from hey 
lips ; but in elegant comedy there is too much of the chamber- 
maid. Helen Worrett was too much for her ; and even Albina 
MaudeviUe would have been as well let alone ; but it is unjust 
to hud fault or quibble about one or two parts, where so many 
were acted in a manner to make her audience anxious for her 
return* Mrs. Pitzwilliam will make more money in the 
United States than any lady who has ever visited it, with thft 
exception of Miss Pauny Kemble. 

On the 30 th of December, B. 0. Maywood announced his 
intention of withdrawing from the firm of Maywood & Co., 
and leaving his partner, Mr. L. T. Pratt, alone in his glory.— 
Maywood had been becoming daily more and more unpopular, 
>at that need not have forced him to lay down the sceptre ho 
had wielded so long. Every manager is popular or unpopular, 
according as the breeze of public favour sets in ; and if the 
stock-holders drove him from the helm, at least he had a sweet! 
revenge, for they sent for him to cross the Atlantic and taka 
charge ^ the Theatre, as the only pexsou capable of stopping 
its downward course. 

Mri Pratt announced that Mr. W. B. Wood, sts his acting 
manager, Mr. G. F. Jervis, as his stage manager, and reduced 
the prico of adnaission to seventy- five cents, boxes, and thirty* 
seven-and a-balf^ntB, pit. Tbli, more than all other causes, 
has ruined' the prospects of the theatre, being an acknow* 
ledgment that talent of a superior order must always be 
charged for at a higher rate ; consequently, when the boxes 
are seventy-fiV^ cCnte, it is generally admitted there is nothing 
worth seeing, and the theatre is deserted ; when, on the con* 
tmyt a dollar is demimded iox jadmission, it is paid nni^* 
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lingly, with many comments on the rapaobns disposition of 
the manager. In the present instance, what an a^eeable 
situation tor me ; the Walnut Street Theatre demanding the 
same priee for admission as the Ohosnnt Street. Hy boast had 
been, superior talent at less prices ; what chance, with equal 
attraction, had 1 for sncoessf—Kone ; yet Mr. Freeman stuck 
like a leech to the bond, until all the blood was gone, and then 
allowed a short breathing time before final execution. And 
this gentleman pretended to be actuated in all these dealings 
by a firiendly disposition^towards me. 

Charles Kean commenced the career of ngU^anagement 
on the 80th of Dfoember, 1889, as Hamlet ;^Reste, on the 
6fch of January, as the Child of the Wreck in the " Wept 
of tfie Wept-ton-Wish ; but horses were drawing better 
houses now than any two-legged animals. On the 11th January 
. she took a benefit, at which poor Finn acted, for the last time, 
Honaieur Jaques — ^left New York for his home after a long 
absence, on Monday afternoon, in the steamboat Lexington, 
*and was one of one hundred and seventy-five who perished by 
fire, by ice, and by water on that dreadful night. 

Coleste^B last benefit, if she does not take another, was fixed 
for the 18th of January. Miss Elizabeth Wood, a daughter of 
the veteran, W. B. Wood, made her first essay as Amanthis, in 
‘^The Child of Nature.” The time was when such an 
announoement would have filled the Chesnut Street Theatre. 
The audience, on the present occasion, might be select, but 
they were not numerous ; the success of the young lady, very 
doubtful. However, on the 4th of February, she appeared as 
Amelia Wildenhaim, in ** Lovers’ Yows.” On the 8th of 
February, Miss Poole, Manvers and Guibelei. A benefit was 
l^ven for the purpose of raising a fund to present to the 
widow and children of Henry J. Finn, an actor of whom 
America should have been proud ; but like all such attempts, 
unless taken up voluntarily by the citizens, they but add mor- 
tification to ^ef: Madame Celeste played the Maid of 
Cashmere, on which occasion I lent the services of Plumer, 
and would have lent the aid of the whole company, and closed 
the Walnut Streep Theatre on that night, could 1 have aided 
the good intentions of both manager and acton towards the 
famSy of the deceased. 

Celeste took another farewell benefit, playing Y anderdeoken, 
in the ** Flying Dutchman,’* Susanne, and the Frontier Maid. 
TSThat an indefatigable lady she is — ^nothing tires — ^nothing 
daunts her. She nurses a sick husband all night, and ^pears 
as fresh as a lark at rehearsal again in the morning. We are 
for over permitting her to say good bye, aUd always glad to see 
her return to say good bye again. 

Yandenhoff and daughter succeeded Celestei and Maywood* 
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beneEt took place on the 9tb of Marcb, Trheii Mr. Wilsopj Mr. 
Giubelei, and Mi^s Sheriff lent the retired manager theit aid^ 
in “ Somnambula,” he playing Jock Howieaon, written by 
Lockhart, the son-in-law and biographer of Walter Scott, for 
Mackay of Edinburgh, to whom the great unknown first rto- 
vealed himself, at the “Theatrical Fund Dinner,** in Edin- 
burgh, as the author of the Waverley Novels. 

On the :^3sd of March, a novelty was offered for the benefit 
of Mr. Pratt, in the shape of “Der Preischute/* itt the German 
language, by a company of Gemmn actors. On thei 20th, 
Herrio Nano appeared as the ^^Giiome Ply,** to a very good 
house. On tl|d 16th of April Charles Kean; and on the 20 tb, 
Wilson, Giubelei, and Miss Sheriff prodiiced the new i^ra 
of the "Postillion of Longjumeau.” Mrs. Pitzwilliam^ Herr 
Cline and Balls terminated the list of stars, and the fheatre 
closed for the season, on the 13th x)f June, with "Laugh when' 
You Can,” and "A Good Night’s Rest.” , 

On the same night Mrs. Arann’s Garden opened with a loud 
flourish of trumpets, under the direction of Mr. Ward, wittf 
an attempted "Eruption of Mount Vesuvius,” planned by 
Macintosh, who evidently did not know what he was about ; 
he was straining to produce an effect of Something which he 
had seen or heard of, Ibut which he knew not how to accom- 
plish. The laugh of derison, at the end of the exhibition, at 
once annihilated all hope of future success. Unpaid bills, 
assignment for the benefit of <p*editors, and a hasty departure 
from Philadelphia, the result of months of preparation, and 
a system of puffing carried beyond the usual bounds ; a for- 
tunate escape, that the deluded spectators did not demolish 
the canvas and boards, which constituted the only value of 
this "Eruption,” which was to astonish the city — and it did 
astonish our citizens so much that they have not yet ceased 
to wonder how they could have boon so gulled. This failure 
was succeeded by a success as extraordinary. On the 17th of 
June, 1840, 

Madebioisellb fanny ELLSLER, 

the 4Jvine Fanny ! the glorious Pauny ! the astonishing 
Fanny ! of the light fantastic toe— who turned the heads of 
all the ladies and the hearts of all the gentlemen, who produed 
a perfect mania for dancing, , until the citizens of Baltimore 
danced into jbhe traces of her carriage, proud of the honour of 
dragging the immortal Fanny from the theatre to her hotel— 
made her first appearance in Philadelphia as Lauretta, in the 
ballet of "La Terantule,” and afterwards dmiced the "Cra- 
covienne.” She was to the ballet what MademoiseUe Garcia 
had be^u to opera, creating a taste which awaits only de- 
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velopement to toake a good corps de ballet a neoessai^ ap^ 
petidage to etety Tvell regolated theatre. It is not too mu^ 
to predict that a theatre appropriated to opera, Italian, as 
well as English and Erenoh ballet, will be lonnd rising up 
among us, annihilating every species of dramatic amusement 
which attempts to rivm it. Why the press should have assailed 
the private character^ of a young lady whose career had not 
been marked by profligacy, black mail editors alone can an- 
sv^er. However their paragraphs may have Wounded a delicate 
and sensitive, mind, they had no efleot u|is)n her power to 
attract crowded audiences. So brilliant a career, in America, 
lias nevor been recorded. Her price, five hundred dollars 
por night, prevenred the possibility of a manager making 
money who had u company of actors to pay at the same time; 
but it wound up Mr, Pratt’s season with an eclat that pro- 
mised to benefit his arrangements. Elliot had in Hew York 
*' played off the admitted attraction of Celeste wHh good effect 
against her all-powerful rival, and made an engagement with 
me for her to play on the same nights at the Walnut Street 
that Ellsler appeared at the Chesnut. This was the first en- 
gagement between us ever conoluded^ but destined to remain 
unfulfilled : in the middle of preparations for her reception, I 
received a note from her husband, stating, she had abandoned 
him, and it was out of his power to comply with the terms of 
his contract. Sick, and deserted, appealing to my forbear- 
ance, and asking commisseration, 1 could not find it in my 
heart to oppress a man so stricken. I returned the agree- 
ment, cancelled, and never saw poor Elliot but once again. 
Deep must have been the provocation that could have induced 
a woman so devoted as Celeste appeared to be to him, to cast 
him off for ever, and on a bed of sickness — yes, of death, for 
he did not long survive the blow. Abandon husband and 
child and fortune, to seek protection in a land of strangers ! 
Many rumours injurious to her reputation were circulated, 
but not one received credence from those who knew the par- 
ties intimately. She returned to the United States, on his 
death, to claim her child, and left America, so long her home, 
beart-broken, to think her dearly beloved daughter — whom 
'te clasp once more to her heart, ime had braved the perils of 
the pcean — had been taught to harbour thoughts derogatory 
to her mother’s honour, and refused the protection offered to 
her by her father’s relatives. Poor Oelerte 1 thy case was in- 
d^pda hard one— -thy last farewell, a mournful one. May 
your fhtnre career be happy and prosperoust 







CHAPTER XXXm 

The Seaion of 1840— Ml. W. E. Burtbn. Charlotte Cushmaa* Kfer 
petfseverance.' Buckstone, Opening of the Arch Street Thi^atra^ 
BitBculiics upon difficulties. Mr. John Braham. Power's last engage- 
ment in l^hlUidclphia. The loss of the steam>«bip President The 
Manager’s last kick. The Opera of "Nortna” produced in splendid 
atyle. Unjust treatment of Mr. Wood. His letter to the Editor of the 
** Hkrald.*' The Walnut Street The^re, under the managei&cht of 
Pinneford and Marshall. Heivio Nano. Mitchell in PhiladclphUu 

The season of 1840-41 is one which wilPnever be forgotten. 
What hopes, what fears, what wishes, what threats ^iid it 
give rise to — to crush in one short year the whole, of the coU- , 
tending powers, each voice of whom, at the coihmencement, 
declared for open war — iour Bichmonds in the field, and all* 
annihilated. Barton had been actively engaged in altering 
Cooke’s circus into a theatre, to be christened The National 
with the avowed purpose of ruining the managers of the 
Ohetnut Street Theatre, little dreaming that his own ruin 
would precede their own downfall. Ai an actor, Mr. W. B- 
Burton hks no superior on the American stage ; but it is not 
always the best actor who makes the best manager ; his faults 
here are : first —want of nerve to fight a losing battle ; in suc- 
cess he is a great general, to be dreaded by all who come in 
oppisition to his interest. 

ills theatre, on the opening night, Monday, the 31st of 
August, 1840, preaesented a scene cf splendour never wit- 
nessed in America. In decorating a house for the amusement 
of the public, if any fault could be found, it was of ornament, 
the gilt moulding on a pure ground of white being too much 
crowded ; the eagles supporting the drapery of the proscenium 
boxes, were the most chaste and beautiful things I ever saw. 
Mr. Foster, who came among us with Cooke, and whose ex- 
perience at the AdeVphi Theatre, in London, gave him all the 
requisite knowledge, soemed. to have bent all his energy to 
this one purpose, and succeeded perfectly. Burton was for< 
tunate, tob, in securing tbe aid of Haviland to superintend 
the alteration^. His opening pieces v^ere the Bivals,’^ and 
" A l^and for an Oliver f his company, Mr. P. Biohings 
stage manager, J. R. Scott, James Thome, Shaw, Whiting, 
Graham, Neafie, T. Placide, C. POrter, Becket, Brooke, Quayle, 
Herbert, Oakey, Stafford, Boulard, Woodbury, Master Bfeed 
J. Van Stavoreen, Bright, Ince, and Beed; Misses 0. Cushman 
Helton, S. Cushman, B. Petrie, Porter, Panny Ince, Jones 
Wilson, Delsmere, Oollinghourno, Flannigim, Wilkins:’ Mes 
damas Brooke, Becket, ahd Ferrets; k etroBg and judiddittdy 
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fltook eompaRy, to viiich hia own name addod a tower 
strength ; yet md not give hia company a fair chance, 
in aver, anxiety to commence the starring system, he checked 
■ their rising ^pularity. Hacket was the first star— the weak- 
est he could, have selected— and -Abbot, who followed, was 
really, as far as attraction was concerned, no star at all. 
Gralmm failed, but appears to have had no favourable onpor- 
tnnity to display his powers, and, in returning to Bngland, 
showed that he, at least, possessed a quality most rare in actors 
— common sense. Of the actors new to the Philadelphia 
public, whom Burton introduced, 

MisstOHARLOTTE CUSHMAN 

deseri^ea more than a passing notice. This young lady is a 
proof of what perseverance, steadily directed to one object, 
^ will accomplish ; more especially where genius, giant like, 
proceeds hand-inhand along with it. She commenced her 
theatrical career as a singer, announced as a pupil of Mr. 
*Maeder, her voice pronounced to be of a most extraordinary 
nature, rarely possessed by a female. She failed, whether 
from loss of voice, or deficiency in her musical education, or 
both, 1 cannot record,* but nothing daunted her. Repudiated 
as a singer, 1 find her grasping at once at the honours of 
tragedy — attempting the part of Lady Macbeth, (since so 
admirably sustained by her,) but at this time beyond her 
powers. Not discouraged by this second failure, if it is not 
too harsh to term it so, 1 find her descending from the stilts 
of the Bowery Theatre, under Hamblin — occupying the 
humble station of a walking lady at the Park Theatre, in 
New York, cheerfully performing any part allotted to her by 
the manager, at the same time closely studying the manners 
and peculiarities of all the European actors, male or female, 
with whom her position brought her in contact; and, as 
subsequently appears, carefully hoarding the knowledge of 
her art thus acquired for future action, yet not advancing 
with rapid stifides in the favour of the audience, by whom she 
was tolerated, but not supposed to possess the talent which 
they afterwards became proud to honour. Her masculine 
mind at once perceived, that the only means of sucoess was to 
cultivate the acquaintauce of the gentlemen conducting the 
. ^wspapers ; fugitive pieces of poetry appeared in the papers, 
aud in the popular periodical magazines, under the signature 
Bharlotte Cushman.” These answer^ the double purpose 
of pl&ctiig her n^e before the public, as a lady of literary 
talent^ and , securing the notice of the pnbliimera to her 
dramatic career. At length, Nancy Sykes, in Oliver Twist,” 
gave lior an eppertunitj of proving what she was capable of 
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accompliflhing. As a portrait of female depravity, it 
painfully correct ; and in all her future career, she never 
passed tne excellence of^tliat perfennancOk tn leaving , tliei 
Park Theatre, to join Burton in Pbilikdelphia* she at once, 
opened the road to ,lhat fame whioh she rapidly acquired 
here she had a field for the prosecution of her abilities, which 
was at this time filled by older and abler favourites in Kew 
York. The success of the "Naiad Queen’* carried her name 
triumphant^ along with it ; and at the end of the season^ she 
had assumed a position, which enabled her to return to the- 
Park Theatre, as the leading aotres^ of the American stage;, 
and her ambition will not be satisfied, until she can add, the 
leading actress of the English stage, as she prcgresses in her 
future career. The visit of Mr. Macready to the United 
States, and the high opinion he entertained of her merif as ^ 
actress, opened the road to London, where her success wiU 
secure not only renown, but fortune, on her return to her • 
native country. 

Of late years it has become the fashion to place theatres 
under the direction of ladies, and Miss Cushman has figured^ 
as tho manager of the American Theatre, in Walnut Street, 
under my successor, Mr. Marshall ; but even the popularity 
of her name could not command success in such an under- 
taking, — hers she proved incompetent. At the end of one 
Weason, W. R. Blake was announced as her assistant, (but, in 
fact, her manager,) to give her an opportunity of retiring, 
without wounding her feelings, sufficiently mortified by tho 
knowledge, that toe reins of power must pass from her handis,i 
or' the doors of the theatre be closed for want of patronago. 
Here is another defeat to be over-mastered ; and I risk little 
in prophesying, if ever a National Theatre is erected in New 
York, upon purely Amrrican principles, Miss Cushman will 
be one of the great promoters of the design, and not unlikely 
the lessee and manager; she is fully impressed with Richelieu’s 
motto—" TAere is no suck word as fail /’ and in the spirit of 
good feeling 1 say to her, go a-head. 

The Chesnut Street Theatre was opened undfer Pratt and 
Dinmore, (the late treasurer,) on the 29th of August. One 
night proviouB to the opening of the National, Murdoch was 
announced as the stage manage^; the performance, the 
"School for Scandal” and "Pojpping the Question;” stars 
announced, Fanny Eilsler, E. Forrest, Power, Mr. and Mrs. 
Wood, and Buckstone, The last named gentleman made his 
first appearance On the 7th of September, as Jemmy Wheedle 
aud S^im Pettibone ; one of the few authors who have proved 
themselves also g(md actors. Buckstone’s reputation depend|K 
more upon his writing than his acting, yet tmere is a quaiub- 
ness of manner and peculiarity of voice, which renders him. 
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witliotit 4ny ckitd to gceaitum, a vahiaiblo membOr of a 
tboatlfoal oMpany* Aa a star, ho has no pretensions to 
idotioe, and wl^ly joined his fortunes to Mrs. Fitzwilliani, 
who fonnd in him an able assistant, and thus maintained a 
position whieh alone ho never could have held with 'succeBS. 

On the 7th of ^ptember, I announced the opening: of the 
^eh Street, Theatre, under my direction. Hiel^ had re- 
dJeborated the house ; the gas had been introduced ; scenery 
painted for a new piece, entitled the Provost of Paris 
iladaway had been appO^^ted stage manager, and every thing 
wore the aspect of a prosperous coiOmencement; Mr- Thomas 
Kewton marred all xuy prospects ; he had, promised me faith- 
fully, if I Would permit him to take off the hands employed 
at the Arch Street Theatre f&r two days, to enable Mr. 
&urt«)n to open, whose gas fixtures he was also making, he 
would bring down all the force from the National Theatre on 
the Tuesday, and be ready for ine in time. 1 assented ; but 
the ^s fixtures were so incomplete, on the first night, at the 
Jfc^mnal, Burton would not permit a single hand to leave his 
ptaoe until all was finished. In this he Was perfect Jy right ; 
bu^ the Jwo days lost on my work were attended with most 
disagreeable- consequences. At idx o'clock, on the evening of 
the 7th of SiSptember, Mr. Nicholson, the Superintend ant of 
the FhiladelpMa Gas Company, sent me word that the pipes 
htid hot been proved, and the gas could not be turned on. lif 
vdn I pleaded the ruin which must follow such a disappoint- 
ment; he replied, the' rules that governed him were im- 
perative, and could n6t be departed from. The crowd, as- 
sembled before the doors, waiting for admission, became 
clamorous; they were sufficiently numerous to reach across 
Arch Street, in front of the theatre. I was compelled to in- 
form them that the gas could not be turned on. While I 
addressed them from the piazza, Mr. Hadaway performed the 
Same kind office on the opposite side of the street. We per- 
suaded them quietly to disperse ; and thus, instead of opening 
tojfive or six hundred dollars, which appearances indicated, on 
the 7th of September, 1 opened on the 8th, with Bice, (Jim 
Crow,) to 152 dollars. Who can control the uncertain chance 
of fate 1 Had I known or dreamed of the possibility of such an 
occurrence at twelve o'clock, I would have ransacked the city 
of Philadelphia, and been prepared with oil to light the 
house upon this unfortunate night. Jt was the first time in' 
my managerial career I, had ever appointed a certain night 
for {my certain event to come offi, failed to accompHsh it. 
If Mr. Newton ha^ been an actor, such an occurrence would 
have been impossible. Why he deceived me, who had ob- 
taintiH^ .for him the contract, id opposition to the dpinibn of 
sevbrat of tne membtis of thhboaard'of a^ts*^^bpiboti^ 



tl^^AYjeilOiLL BlOGBAPBr. 


2li 

for him the job from Burton^ and ahso the alteration of the 
fixtures of the Walnut Street TPheatre, it is a problem I hilTe 
tempted to solve more than once, but it is inexplicable to 
me. The consequence was ruin. My resources had been 
crippled by my last season in Walnut Street ; the aid qf my 
friends taxed to the utmost, to enable me io prepare for a 
carapaiffn, which terminated, as far as I was concerned, with- 
out a blow. On the followin|f night, the gas W;aii very lin- 
perfectly lighted ; and it was half an hour after the time of 
begitmliig^fore the lamps in fron^of the theatre could bo 
lighted, giving to those who presented themselves to pnrchase 
tickets, ideas that we could not he ready for performance. 
The 8th of "September yielded 152 dollarSf tbe Pth, 61 dollars, 
the 10th, PS dollars, the 11th, P8 dollars, Bice’S benefit, on 
the 1 2th, 105 dollars — the receipts of the five nights, 601 • 
dollars ; out of which. Bice, by contract, was to receive 250 
dollars.. On the Monday, a new piece, and a very good* 
one, entitled “The Sixes; or the Devil is in the Dice,’* 
produced only 90 dollars, Tuesday 43 dollars, Wednesday. 
30 dollars, Thursday 18. dollars. On 'Friday morning 
I assembled the company in tho green room, told them 
that a contest like this must be useless, entailing misery all 
around; that they had bettor, before it was too late, prbvlde 
themselves with situations for the winter ; and. thus disbanded 
those who were willing to depend upon my exertions. They 
deserted me not, even in these apparently desperately circum- 
stances ; I deserted them, conscious that distress, starvations 
and misery alone could attend a further attempt to prosecute 
such a commen^meut. The ladies and gentlemen deserve 
my thanks, whlcn I am proud thus to tender them, for their 
kind intentions. On Friday, I did not attempt to open the 
do ore ; and strolling into Burton’s theatre, found myself much 
amused by a good reprosontation of a piece in which old Time 
had provided a safe receptacle for all managers. Moyamensing 
Prison, my friend Burton, it is dangerous to tamper with ; 
true jSkes; a few months found you, among others, ready to 
avail yourself of this same sanctuary. Who would have 
thought that I, who felt mysell strong in the affections of a 
certain portion of the play-going community, should have 
been the first to run, before a shot from the enemy had reached 
me, a victim to the treachery of a friend. I went to Balti- 
more, where no bettenifate awaited me. There politics had 
turned the . heads of the whole population, who were them- 
selves nightly engaged as actors in large processions, bearing 
lanthorns, banners, and soul* inspiring mottos. .Harrison and 
Yan Buten night ^ter night engaged the minds of all, eitdmr 
as active partakets in the exciting scene, or as passive speotk- 
toxs, admiring the splendour wifc which each p&tty Btt<rr6, in 
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iikU ooniest, to outdo the other. Theatres, or axiiy place of 
pu)»H0 amusement, were superfluous ; even those who possessod 
the right of admission would not honour us with their 
presence. Thus it proceeded from bad to worse, untih the 
SOth of Kovember, 1 returned again to the Arch Street 
ThJwre, and opened with Hill, having reduced my prices to 
twenty-flve cents, boxes, and pit, twelve and a half cents, to 
contend against a similar movement on the part of Marshall 
and Dinneford, at the Walnut Street Theatre. I opened this 
time to an excellent' house, although Mr. Kewton had not 
completed his gas fixtures, and I had been obliged to call in 
.another to finish his work. 1 had 246 dollars: the pieces, 
"Sudden Thougl^s,^* "The Green MountainfSBoy," and 
"O. -K.” Booth opened in Kichard, on the l‘2th of Decem- 
ber, to 300 dollars. All promised hope of success, when he 
again placed the thermometer below zero by appearing upon 
the stage drunk. Down went the houses to 70 dollars, and 
3P dollars,' then to 24 dollars, and 18 dollars. The theatre 
^ntinued open until the 30th of January, when 1 requested 
the stockholders ^to release me from all engagements, cancel 
the lease, and 1 retired heartily disgusted with every thing 
couneoted with the Arch Street Theatre, which to me had 
been one source of annoyance after another, entailing a loss 
upon my already crippled resources of three or four thousand 
dollars. 

Rice, Hill, Booth, Sandford, Williams, Wood and hia dogs, 
and Tom Flynn, were the stars. " O. K.” " Now Notions,'* 
"A Wife for a Day,” "the Lion of the Sea," "Norman Leslie," 
" the Serpent Lady,” " the Convict’s Child,” and " the Brazen 
Drum,” the new pieces; the whole season sixty-three nights, 
ten weeks and a half ; the whole receipts, 5630 dollars, of 
which 1000 dollars were paid to the stars, leaving an average 
of seventy-three and a half dollars per night. During the last 
few weeks, arrest for debt followed arrest, execution followed 
execution, until, to keep my person out of gaol, I was com- 
pelled to apply for the benefit of the insolvent laws, a dis- 
charge under which I received M the March term of the court 
in 1841, My large establishments were completely broken 
up. Philadelphia, , Baltimore, and Pittsburgh Theatres, all 
passed from my hands — my property disposed of under the 
sheriff's hammer, at a time when real estate would hardly be 
taken as a gift— ruining me, without aiding my creditors. A 
theatrical wardrobe, the most extenswe in the United States, 
which ten thousand dollars could not replace, sold for one 
hundred and thirty six dollars ! I ! The Peim.sylvania Theatre, 
which cost me fifteen thousand dollars, exclusive of the mort- 
gage of five thousand dollars, sold, subject to the same mort- 
gage, for aixty-two doUois. month of Apr^l, 1^41> found 
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without one cent^ oruahed/h^rt broken and degraded ih nty 
nay own estimation, by the white- washing process I had^een 
compelled to undei^go. I have never oeen the same man 
since. tdffiouUies which previous to this epoch in my life, I 
gloried in surmounting, hare been suffered to master mm^^y 
energy of character, which gave me nerve to face any Emer- 
gency, seems to have deserted me, and I have lived to be re- 
lased an engagement in the Philadelphia thdhtres at one- 
fourth of the amount at which my services therein were 
formerly eagerly sought for. In all^thiSj let me not forget 
my obligations to my good friend, Mr. Samuel Hays, the gro- 
cer, at tigibmer of Eleventh and Water St. He was the 
first os as June, 1S40, to place th8 sherriff upon my 
back, in return for the exertions of myself and all the tnem- 
bers of the Strembeck family, to recommend him customers, 
when he first located himself in the neighbourhood oi Eleventh 
and George Street. I had paid him yearly several hundred # 
dollars, and refused to avail myself of the law's delay in dis- 
charge of this claim : he was the first to cry mad dog, aud^ 
loose the officers of the law upon my falling, but not then* 
hopeless fortune. It was a greater satisfaction to me to pay 
him than it could have been to'him to deprive my wife and 
children of the few comforts which years of untiring industry 
had placed around them. For the attempt, be has not been, 
or will he be, forgotten in our many pleasant recollectiona. 
Should he ever be placed in a similar situation, may he meet 
with no such urgent creditor. As a foil to this, thank God, 
there is one bright spot which cheered me in misfortune. 
Mr. Wilson, and^the carpenters of the Walnut Street Theatre, 
when they heard of the distress which existed in my family, 
entered into a subscription from their hard-earned wages (al- 
though they were also my creditors to a larger amount than 
a mechanic ought to lose by his employer,) and tendered it to 
me. Although 1 did not accept the offering, the kind feeling 
which dictated it is imprinted upon my heart ; and to those 
men I feel grateful for the first really pleasant hour 1 ex- 
perienced from the time of my failure ; it was a balm whieh 
soothed my feelings and turned them once more into their 
proper sphere of action. Mr. » Wilson had been placed in his 
present position by my recommendation to the stockholders, 
and thus proved that his heart is in the right place. 

Having thus brought my connexion, as manager of a Phila- 
delphia Theatre, for the present to a close, let me return to 
the rivals whose movements now occupied the public atten- 
tion. Mr. E. Forrest was at the Ohesnut Street from the 21st 
of September until the 3d of October, when Power succeded 
him, retaining possession until the 24th. On the 27th, Mr. 
and Mrs. Wood, ahd Mr, Brough, with Mr. LoMer, commenced 
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Kp sooner was the name'oi the Woods seen 
(m tfii^ pla|' f>u!lisi, tfien Barton announces in lar^e capitals, the 
Ol||pgenient 6t lifisa Olifton, Hr. and Miss YandenhofiTi Hr* 
$uo&tonei Mr* Braham, Mrs. Pitzwilliam, Mr. Power, Mr. 

' ^'i^^ei. Hiss Poole, Mr. and Mrs. Seguin^ Mr. Hackett, Mr. 
£|ra|Po, and the promise of an ItaUan opera. The steam 
wae evidently rising fast*— Boilers preparing for expansive 
action, to burnt with a terrible explosion, scattering dismay 
on all aroond^ Either these announcements, were a managerial 
device to attract attention from Old Drury and the Woods, or 
the managers must have ffillon into a sleep, or have been guided 
By wrong counsel, to loose thus their hold upon^iese stars, 
who alone could eviable them to resist the eneflBic move* 
inents of their younger opponenf. On the 10 th orfTpvember, 
Fanny Ellsler and Mons. Silvain, followed the Woods. Kalf 
of Fanny^fi attraction is gone— the bouses good, but not great 
, — ^the treasury gasping in agony, and the theatre evidently in 
of^colo pioriUf playing only four nights a week, not opening 
^ doors the nights on which the graceful Fanny did not ap- 
pear. Forrest comes once more to the rescue — a powerful 
ally, but unable to command success. Then Le Compte and 
a corps de ballet ; and, and finally, an announcement that t^e 
theatre will be closed on the 4th of January, to prepare for 
Bet uni’s opera of ** Norma.” No want of amusement in this 
our Quaker City — four theatres open; the Chesnnt, the 
National, the American, and the Arch Street ; Raymond and 
Waring’s Circus, with Lo Fort and Otto Mptty ; Promenade 
Concerts at the Museum a la Musard,hy Frank Johnson and 
and his celebrated band, to usher in the year 1841. 

On the 16th of November, Tyrone Power, so long the able 
support of the Chesnut Street Theatre, deserted Old Drury, 
for the newly erected National, where he appeared as Sir 
Patrick O’Plenipo, and Doctor O’Toole. ' Whether he profited 
by the change in a pecuniary point, is not the question if he 
lost ** caste Burton gained credit for indefatigable exertion to 
annihilate Pratt and Dinmore, who s^m, in Murdoch, inex- 
perienced he was in management, to have placed the reins 
of govemifient in hands too weak to compete with such an ad- 
versary as Burton. On^^he 30th of Noveinber, 1840, one of 
the brightest names in the annals ol English Theatres was an- 
nounced at the National— 




Mr. JOHN BRAHAM, 


who appeared as Henry Bertram, in Guy Manneriug.” In 
his Best 4ay» he was a miserable actor; but supers— and mah 
Bisters, Hio xarely heard— kre not expected tq be actors. H|ir 
as teuQt eiuger of the English stage had long 



baen undisputed : the “JUttle ora^e l>oy’* -waB received wi^ 
aoclamation wheiever he went— his naihe aniholent to d|J. the 
lairgeBt theatre, and no muaical festival was consideTed yrori^' 
attending where Braham was not. Oathedral, conoert*£oom 
or theatre, he was the magnet of attraction* Who that h^t^ 
"deptha’s Kaeh Vow’* could ever forget the vplume of ^1000 
which issued from that diminutive frame, or the ecstacy with 
which ** Waft her Augelg through the Skies'’ thi^iU^d every 
nerve of the attentive listener? He ought to have vMt<5d 
the TJitited States twenty years sooner, or npt have risked hj» 
reputation by coming at all. Lika Indedon, he was only 
heard by Americans when his powers of voice we;re so im- 
paired as <^{leavo them to conjecture wha^ he had been, and 
mourn the wreck that all had once admired. His very fhine 
prepared hif3 condemnation, and he committed a fatal -^rror 
in selecting a concert-room for his bebut in North America,; 
thus dulling the edge of curiosity which would have hlled 
the theatre to overflowing on his first appearance. Then, in 
visiting the city of Pliiladelphia, ho should have gone to 
Oliesuufc Street, which, like the l\irk in New York, can aldhh* 
give rn ftctor lasting reputation. This every star has dis- 
covered, who, in their eagerness to secure hotter terms at any 
other place of public amusement, dig the grave of ^heir r^Oj^n- 
tation. No failure to attract an audience was ever inore^ ap- 
parent than his; while but one opinion — that'of disappoint- 
ment — was heard from every body. Whatever suih Buxton 
promised to give him was intended to be fully paid ; but the 
artist failed to draw the crowds anticipated, and the mansger 
could not fultil his contract. He took his benefit on the lith 
of December, as much displeased at the result of his engage- 
ment as any auditor with his efibrts to amuse. Braliam, ^ a 
composer, enjoys a reputation which will survive even the re- 
colleotibiibf his American failure. Some of hid ballads, for 
simplicity and beauty, have never been excelled. 

On the 19th of December, Burton produced, under the di- 
rection, of Foster, ** the Naiad Queen,” the success of which 
for soxhe time eclipsed all other theatrical atttaotion ; th« 
whole public was directed nightly to the doors of the National 
Theatre- As a spectacle, it has nev^r been e^^malled in the 
United Sta^tes ; but the great charm was the Tifty Female 
Warriors,” headed by Kiss Charlotte Cushmaxi and Eliaa 
Petrie. Such a display of ladies’ legs, no mortal man could 
resl^^ .thc opportunity of seeing— the theatre was crowded 
im^y— Mr. Burton in the high road to reap the reward of 
exertions— fortune lay befpre him. But the dogged 
miit of opposition, mid a detmrmiuation not to be content 
^ own unless h» could bUght all chance of re- 

^ ithe Street Theatwf^ l^dpice^ 
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to jwodttde Koma/’ on tlie llth of J anuary, for wliich 
lie was not prepared eitlier in scenery or dresses. In offering 
Htsa Satton* Mrs. Mardyn, and Mias Invorarity, in opposition 
to Mr. and Mrs. Wood, Mrs. Bailey, and Mr, Brough, he only 
eis^nosed his own weakness; and, notwithstanding Hrs. Wood's 
sickness, after the seventh night, gave him a chance which he 
oonld not have calculated upon, the failure of Norma" more 
thm counterbalancing the success of the * 'Naiad Queen," the 
dresses of which were pressed into the service of the former 
piece, and gave Mr. Bu^on a blow from which he never re- 
ooveredk The public oned out against this course, and his 
popularity as a manager was gone— the charm of his name had 
vanished, and witlfit, all his future exertions — bis doom was 
ffxed* ^he splendid theatre he had called into existence was 
destined to pass into other hands. Yet, after all the row, 
which closed the opera at old Drury, he produced a capital 
piece, in which the hit at failure of Norma,” the supernu- 
jMinries, taking the battle chorus for their cue to strike, and 
ll^loe the theatre in an uproar, caused shouts of laughter and 
applause every night. It was giving him one blow, while he 
dealt to his adversaries ei(;o^and very hard, uncharitable 
Idows they were. 

“JOn the 2dth of February, 1841, Tyrone Power commenced 
iSke last engagement he was ever doomed to act in Philadel* 
phia. He proceeded to New York, where, on Tuesday, the 9th 
of March, he made his last appearance on the stage of any 
country, as Gerald Pepper^ in the White Horse of the Pep- 
pers,” and Morgan Battler, in " How to pay the Bent.'' On 
the following day he sailed from New York in the steamship 
President ; his fate, to this hour, a sealed book — not a vestige 
of the ship, her crew, or passengers, have either been seen or 
heard of. Farewell, Power : long will it bo ere thjypaemory is 
forgotten, and longer ere thy place will be suppli^ upon the 
stage, which mourns thy loss. 

On the 10i(di of April, Burton produced ''Tippoo Saib, or the 
Storming of Seringapatam,” with thirty horses, which proved 
llie mammeris last kiok-^who departed for the National The- 
atre, in New York, hearing me dong with him, as his aid-de- 
camp, and left Foster to produce the “ Seven Champions of 
Christendom," on the 10th oi May, whihh closed the hist sea- 
son of W. B. Burton's management in Philadelphia, not much 
to his satisfaction. 

On the llth of January, 1841, Messrs. Pratt and Diupore, 
aldod by the Messrs. Fry, Mr. and Mrs. Wood, Mrs. Bailey, 
and Mr. Brough, produced the opera of “ Norma,” in 
80 superior as to pluck the feather from the cap of < so able a 
mana^ UB Mr. Wallaok, who, until this day, could boast of 
Annlie'* idi the only opera which had been presented to the 
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American public, as an opera sbonld be lepTesented; bill 
Pbiladel phia now took the lead. The chorus, eixty in number ; 
the orchestra equally full and complete ; the dressts, scenery, 
properties; and lastly, the principal singers, the best the Eng- 
lish Bt£^e could boast **lforma,’' as produced at the Chesnnt 
Street Theatre, was a dramatic representation to be proud of. 
What a pity it should have involved all concemed in diih« 
culty Per seven nights the Theatre nresented an array of 
fashion, pleasing to the spectator, as well as profitable to the 
manager, when Mrs. Wood, from the lightly exertion required, 
broke down under the effort, and the theatre was closed firom 
the 20th until the 2fith of January. On ^e 4 th of February 
it was playedifor the last time, for a oomplfbientary benefit to 
the translator, J. K. Fry : tickets of admission on the occasion, 
two dollars each. The whole affair exploded in a grand row. 
It appears the receipts nightly taken were not suffioient to pay 
the nightly expenditure, and Messrs. Pratt and Binmore 
wished to make the Woods the last party to be paid, wh||i 
they expected, and insisted upon being the first. The theam 
closed abruptly, and a tempest in a teapot followed ; the ma- 
nagers came out in a printed statement in the Courier and 7a« 
qMirev, from which I quote. They go back to transactioi^B 
which had previously taken place, admitting that in forUMr 
engagements there Was an unpaid balance of -546 dollars, for 
which they gave a note; but before it reached maturity, 
urged upon Mr. Wood the propriety of giving up the note, and 
taking for it the picture of Mrs. Wood, in the lobby of the 
Chesnut Street Theatre, which cost 660 dollars— the price it 
appears they paid Mr. Thomas Sully for the picture and iTainei 
Mr. Wood finally consents to this arraitgement, and bore off a 
picture, which Maywood & Co., when ** La Somnambula’^ was 
filling them treasury to overflowing, insisted upon having 
painted, to bo placed in the most conspidnous part of the the* 
atre, as a mark of admiration for the talent of Mrs. Wood, and 
to perpetuate the memory of her mat success, ^ow gentle* 
men, had you spared yourselves this abject piece of flattery, 
you would have escaped the mortification which followed, and 
the proof you gave to Mr. Wood of the high value you placed 
upon the work of art, you so anxiously pleaded to Mrs. Wood 
for the privilege of being allowed have painted, at your 
expense:. 

In order to excite public resentment against Mr. Wood, the 
managers further stated, in previous engagements, (without 
mentioning liow many,) they had promptly paid him 21,377 
dollars^a large snm of money; upon mercantile princi- 
ples, oeriainJy no reason why Mr, Wood should lose by defal- 
cation Upon' present' payments, booause he had made money 
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hf pf^onfl ddalingg between the parties. They aohnowledgo 
a oala^oe due to Mr. VTood of 421 dollars^ but do not oonsider 
i^this a sufilokoit cause for the opera. Which on their own state* 
’a^ent^ it a|f>ears, does not pay. The long and short of the; 
matter is— they agreed to give Mr. Wood for the services of 
hW vife^ and other artists, ono half of the receipts each night; 
t)|e other half was not suiheient to cover the exponditure of 
an opera, produced upon so large a scale, and in so perfect a 
manner. They wished Wood to reduce his terms, and if he 
refused his assent, they had no objections to reduce them for 
him, by an unpaid balance, which he resisted. It appears fur- 
ther, by a card from Mr. J. Beose Fry, that the complimentary 
benefit was accepted solely as the means of meeting responsi* 
b^it|eB to certain performers, assumed by his brother^ in con- 
sequence of the unexpected stoppage of the opera, after the first 
week’s representation. The proceeds- of that benefit have alfM 
been disbursed for such purposes. “ Neither myself, nor any^ 
qm in my interest, (so writes Mr. J. B. Fry,) received any fur- 
tSer reward from the production, than the delight shared by 
* the public in witnessing the proper performance of the work 
of a great muster.’* 

The newspapers, on an exparie representation, attacked 
Wood, who, smarting under former experience, in hand- 
ling a gentleman belonging to the press too roughly, wisely 
molved to give up the contest, and sail for England. Here 
is the letter he despatched to Mr. Bennett of the Yorh 
Usrald, on leaving the shores of the United States. 


At&ea, ship George Washington^ 

-* February 8, 1811. 

" Dxxr Sir, 

" T cannot loavo these shores without expressing the sincere respect 
and esteem which Mr. Wood and myself entertain for tlie American pub- 
lic, while at the same time 1 make known my sentiments towards those 
of my own countrymen, who have been the cause of the principal anxieties 
and annoyance^ which we have suffered in this country. [ can assert, and 
with the most heartfelt satisfaction I do so, that some of the warmest and 
best friends I have on earth, are Americans, and bog that it may be dis- 
lii'netly understood, that had my intercourse and business transactions been 
confined to them alone, no difficulty, I feci assured, would have ever 
taken place between myself and any portion of the public. Eycry per- 
plexity In which I have been conccrnoii in this country, has originated 
with my own countrymen, and lam sony to add, with Englishmen be- 
longing, to my own profession— a profession unfortunately degiaded by 
many belonging to it — who, instead of using the honest means which thej 
posaess te dignify and exalt It, find a delight In seeking to bring down to 
their degraded level, all who aspire to respectability in its ranks. Permit 
me, air, also to observe, that the ojfenc^slaid to my ebafge have been of a 
strictly private fixture, and arising out of my business, with which the 
have Mituedly no more right to inter fisre thui with the privatQ 
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trlinsactloiili of a merdumt* It appears io that mueh mH 

consequent anuoynneej might be spKttdt both to the public an^ 
if those who profess to be friends of the latter, would pay ^esa attentidd>;itel| 
the stories circulated by the envious and dissatisfied of Our professipa't 
and that the press itself would not become less dignified by criticising 
justly, without fear or favour, the performances of the stage, and by com* 
pletely discarding from their employ the services of such reporters as en- 
thely neglect, or totally destroy the prosperity of an actor, because he ia. 
not inclined to pa;^ for extra puff's, or to play gratuitously for the bencAt 
of their favourites, or by any other method'' to' conciliate their good-will. 

1 have lived long enough in the world, togntertain the conviction that a 
plain, straight-forward course is the best, and will not, on compulsion, 
be forced into singifig gratuitously for every complimentary benedtisrh&cli 
a few diitnteregied committee-men think, proper to patro^iae, by coin* 
pelting apl! performers who may happen to be in the country to **volijutr» 
teer" their services, or suffer their high displeasure. 

** With many thanks to all my friends, 1 respectfully take leave for the 
present, without ever intending again to attempt to pursue my profession 
in this country. I hope to return, after a brief period, with Mrs. 'IVood * 
(whose health is at present too feeble to allow her to exercise her art>'^|iittd 
shall bring with me several new operas, with one or more singertl'^ 
established reputation, to support Mrs. Wood, who have not experienced 
the displeasure of any one In America, professionally, or otherwise. 

" Y outs respeotfulljr, 
(Signed) .foiBiiPil Woon.^ 

This may be some consolation to you, Mr. Burton. • If 
Braham proved too strong for your pocket, Korman” aud 
the Woods silenced for a time 'the batteries of your adversaries 
altogether. On jthe 19th of February, t^ie Chesttut Street 
Theatre opened for the benefit of Miss Alexina Fishet:, when 
W. K, Blake, who had been unceremoniously ejected, from 
the Walnut Street Theatre to make room for Tom Flynn, 
played a short engagement, Henry l*lacide appearing on the 
same nights. What a shame the theatre should be deserted 
when such an actor I»lay8 — all proved Useless — and the Ches- 
mit Street Theatre quietly expired, until the^rat of May, 
'(rhen it once more attempted to raise its head, with Bichings 
aa stage manager^^a bad doctor in a desperate case ; but with 
the aid of opera, Miss Poole, Mrs. Segiiin, Miss Marshi^, 
Messrs. ManverS, Giubelei, and Seguin, Mr. and Miss Wells, 
he contrived to keep open until the 21st of *lune, closing with 
'* Norma,”, (which had revived with Mrs. Seguin, Miss Poole, 
and GKiibelei, with a reduced orchestra and chorus,) and 
Faint Heart never won Fair liady,” for his own benefit. 

I must now say a word or two about the American Theatre, 
Walnut Street, which, since 1 resigned the lease, when the 
exaotioiis of the agents became too onorous, had been takefi 
byMeesrs. Ilinni^ford ^d Marshall, Mr. H. G. I'reemeu aHow- 

• PubUiAied In the KeW Vork itevaM, of Thursday, j^obruary Idfl* 
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ingthem to OMn tlie theattOimth tho upper boxes at tweut>- 
iiye ceuts» aaa tbe pit twdye>aud-a‘haif cents^-au importation 
^ low priojM irom New York, not required bj the state of 
i:beatrioalt¥n Philadelphia, but to which eveu the Chesnut 
Street Theatre was reduced in 1845. Bare oonaisteucj, forcing 
a man who had worked hard for six years to improve their 
property; to increase his admission to thirty-seven and a half 
oenis to the pit, and now permitting it to be reduced two 
hundred per cent ; the income of the bars was also surrendered 
to the new tenants* Am I to believe, gentlemen, that you 
designedly forced me to abandon the theatre, or that a feeling 
of anger now prompted your actions towards me by your 
liberality «to my successor 'i At least I know, while they have 
been rent f^ee, you have lost hve thousand a year by merificing 
your previous tenant -*no consolation to me I assure you;^ 
although 1 think 1 had a claim to a little more favour thai^ 
• ever was extended to me, and was by no means sorry to ge 
rid of the frivolous complaints, continually uttered by Mr. 
I^reeman upon some subject or another. On thp 14th of Oc* 
* tober, the announcement met my eye, while at Baltimore ; 
thus it ran : — Under the sole direction of W. E. Binneford ; 
Vr, E. Blake, stage manager, Fredericks, Oharles, Howard, 
Wi H. Williams, J. Barnes, Harrington, Hadaway, N. Porter, 
Ewing, Curfcifl, B, Williams, Henry Colvin, Wells ; Miss 
Mitohell, Mrs. Flynn, Miss Rock, Mrs. Charles, Mrs. Kinlooh, 
Mrs. La Forrest, Miss Murray, Miss A. Einloch, Miss J. £in- 
loch, J(rs. Brittenham, Mrs. Myers ; Collingboume, Prompter, 
and eight corps de ballet girls. The play Honey Moon,*| 
and the farce of ^ A Roland for an Oliver.” Prices of admis- 
sion — lower boxes 50 cents ; second and third tier, 25 cents ; 
the pit 12 and a half cents. J%hilate. 

A very strong company who continued to play with success 
many of the old comedies, but managers never can let well 
enough alone, 1 have done the same thing often myself; but 
a looxeivon sees more than a gamester ; and in stopping the 
career of the company for Mr. Hervio Nano, the Gnome Fly, 
the manager oomimttra an error, which the sudden falling off 
of his houses soon gave him intimation of. On the 24£a of 
December Booth played ; and on the 28th, with a long flourish 
of trumpets, Blake produced his Own play of Norman Les- 
lie,” a very badly constructed tedious melo-drama, long enough 
& three. I never saw Miss Medina’s piece upon tne same 
sAject ; and do not plume mself upon my own ; but com- 
paring the two, and the very eneotive manner in which it was 

n ed u||ion the stage, 1 wonder that any body ventured to 
at it after the first night. Hfffd sent^ce this— but true. 
Shortly afterwards, Tom Flynn assumed the management, 
produciAff V Maaseppa,^ ** Rpek^ood,** and other horse-pieces, 





and The Old as the new^^created liilMi of the tit 

termed it, progressed steadily— n6W pretty good, now 
had, until the end of June, when !Dmneford gtd Karsh A 
closed their first season, cordially hating each other, and dt* 
termined to separate, each endeavouring to procure the theai»ce 
for the following season, without -reference to the other. Notb 
it was I was importuned to make an offer, which my friends 
assured me would be accepted, to resume the reihls of manage- 
ment. I refused steadily to listen to any overture which did 
not come directly from the Board at Agents ; and even then, 
hinted that 1 did not think we should agree twelve months. 

1 felt my grievance at their hands, and smarting under it, 
should j^ave pursued a course so diametri&lly opposite to zUy 
former^ one, that it is fortunate We did not come tbgether*aj^ih 
at this time. We can now maintain an atmed neutrality, from * 
which prc'posals may hereafter issue ftOiU either party, with 
the certainty that they would bo rei»pectfully received, uud * 
carefully considei'ed. On the 7th of July, for three weOlA, 

I assumed the stago management for Dinnefbrd* Here I xhet 
Graham, from MitcheU’s Theatre — a very ^ood actor, whom I 
should be happy to have with me. While here I lost my 
father- iudaw, Mr. Jacob Qtrembock, plaoing my familjjj.ia 
mourning, and gladly closed the theatre, under orders, onflte 
2 1st of July, for Oinneford's benefit—*^ Luke the Labourer,” 

" l>ou Giovanni,” and The Village Lawyer.” ^ 

On Wednesday the 24ih March, 1S41, William Jones ahd 
W. II. Blake opened the Arch Street Theatre, with ** Wives as 
they Were, and Maids as they Are,” and " Of Age To morrow.” 
Mr. J ones had been of age long enough to keep out of such a 
speculation, even with the powerful aid of Forrest’s tal^t, 
the chief inducement. He seems to have forgotten one thing, 
that this talent has at all times to be powerfully paid for. In 
this, Forret>t makes no distinction to friend or foe — any, he 
treats his foes in business with more consideration than his 
friends. Henry Placidc, Eice, E. Forrest, Murdoch, Mrs. G. 
Jones, and even Judge Conrad’s new play of “ Aylesmero,” 
which should have been acted by agreement during his 
engagement with me at the Walnut Street Theatre, and was 
now played at the Aroh street Theatre on the I4th of June — 
nothing could save the management from disBoluti(oD, which 
lingered on to the 25th of J une, when, in spite of aU the care 
and all the attraction that could be offered, its doors were once 
more closed. 

Mitchell, of Hew York, resolved to try the National in Phila- 
delphia for a month or aix weeks* He injudiciously doubled 
the price charged at the Olympic Theatre, and ^ve it up IMf 
|;he very ti|^ ^tiAehS of |^hUade^pl^^^ wmpegSju^n$ to 
Q S 
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Imrlmw m admintblT padbnBfid \>y hi« com* 
wll-#Mg6aAi«)ia has mpedahandaome 
id for Itk fmmetbig zd$l ia the city of Chth&m, whero 
Ilia aadioBM onter into all tho fan and gloe of his pieces with 
itie of iha nsoat antixtisiastio admirers of Hndibras. He 
asKhmoneed his trial here on the 12th of June, 1841, and de- 
from the dty not to^ isToarahly impressed with the 
jodgment or taste of our citizens* 


CHAPTBS XXXVllL 

e 

DiaehSi^ In the Insolmt Court, d&se Manager of the National 
mieatre, New Vorlc. Ifutliiy among the fitage Carpenters. A 
Dilemma. Mr. Park Benjamin versus the Philadelphia Cntici* 
r Burtnng of the National Theatre. The Bowery Theatre closed by 
^Ortor ^ the Chancellor. Thomas S. HemUin^s Address to the 
Pul^c. Hamblin's Generalship. 

Hatim teceiyed my discharge and my protection from the 
Judges of the Insovent Oourt, on the 6th of April, Barton, 
w)^t^d taken the Ifational Theatre from Wilson, in Kew 
Torl^ offered me the stage management, which I accepted, and 

nc , " , \ 

a Wednesday, the l?th, we open^ with the ^'Haiad Queen.’* 


theatnM carpenters there was a feeling, that Philadelphia 
managers had better stay at home-^they had no business in 
jfew Xork. Bvery order was obeyed with a grumble ; and, 
dually, while Burton, who had observed this, was speaking to 
me upon the subject, one of i:he men replied to him, when he 
bad Justly ohservedi that hd had not addressed his conversation 
to him^that the men had made up their mi&ds not to be 
bumbugged* He told him he could leave the theatre* He 
asid be would, and take all the other hands with him too ; on 
wbbh Boxtoa o^led for the masterKuirpentor, and sald^*^ Hr. 
Johastoz^ pay these men whatever may be due to Ibem, and 
lapm them every one out of the buildmg,” Away he w^ked 
into the manager's room, when we both bucst out laughing at 
ihejpretty predicament we were In. This was Tuesd^ aner- 
noeb^the piece was to be produced on Wednesday. He mid. 


|0 worki f {1^ despatched Wv, Hltohe&Si Hibto's master* 


BIOesAMT. Wt 

carpenter^ and Barton wont in aearoh of Frolomr lCa|^ 49 
ask his assistaiUM^ as to Vhara or how a fow oartmtorji oonld 
b(^ obtained. Jake Johnston, who had been with me ah iM 
Chesnut Street Theatre, in Philadelphia, was stanncih to thd 
interest of his ehiplojar. We» Hitohem promised hto oms 
assistance, and One more hand in the mwnG^, and so we had 
to abide the result. Mr. Barton^ oondnot waa prompk and 
judicious; and it we only mt through ditfonlty, good 
government and disdpline throughout the theatre would be 
established at once. He drilled all ^he ladies in the military 
evolutions ; and with a determination that every thing dmula 
be done well, we both went to work. 

On Wednobday morning the rehearsal whs got through tole- 
rably well, although Miss Charlotte Ooshman oonld not find 
her way to the theatre until 1 was despatched in a oab to brings . 
her there in stylo— wishing her, in my heatt, any where but 
bothering me. Here a i^ew difficulty arose : HtsS Blisa Petrie, • 
who had been sent for from Philadislphia, bad not artivadi 
there being now no possibility of seeing her before five or six 
o’clock, wo wore compelled to make ourselves as essy as pcs-* 
Bible uith the assurance received, that she would be with us in 
time. Oh 1 the horrible coufhsion of that afternoon. Nothing 
ready— everybody hurrying everybody. Five o’clock cSibe ^ 
down I hurried to the steamboat, and returned with the 
cheering news that Petrie had arrived, and I had saMy 
left her at Miss Cushman’s lodgings to prepare fbr the (dieatie. 

1 believe this news spurred us both on ; it was now Mtb the 
time when the doors should open. Not a trampareSt wi^ 
for bath hung on a truck either made or mounted. Barton 
now came to me with a face full of anxiety : ** Can in opent 
— Don't give it up until the last moment. Have a placard 
painted, stating tnataome of the machinery has not arrived 
from Philadelphia. If the worst comes to the worst, almilss 
them with a promise for to-morrow evening ; we are on the 
horns of a dlleinma. If we play, in all pri^blUty we daifin 
the pitoe ; if we do not, we damn the prospect of the season. 
Now, vrihera is Johnston 1 Jake, can you get us throtqsll this, 
if we make an ket, to set the bath Scene 1 For the h^ontef 
old Philadelphia, don’t see ui beaten this way.” WettySib 
I will get you through it; all 1 ask is the act drop bafbre the 
bath scene. Burton, he says he will do it; what will you 
dol” (a pause). Thenhesaid, **Haveyou nerve to tiyiti It 
will ^ove your stage znankgership. It Is for you to say. you 
are the master ; I am rea^.if you will run Ae risk/* "09 
ahead P* lu two miniltes, tke doors were and in half bn 

hour the house oomfortebly filled : and at halfusst senin 
o’clock up went the ourtaiiL 1 httl but one btil that wnoll 
ring, to give the carpeutare warning for ril Aetolik 1 Ml 
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lo tola b^olr to i^e efteiy trap ready, and give the cue, Kixen, 
MepTOtotdr, irorked vrell; and never did man aid another as 
Vprton did me on this occasion. The awful bath scene passed, 
without disapprobation — for a most scandalous affair it was — 
but that oter, I felt aasnred that all would go right. After 
Burton had finished his part, with a banner, he headed the 
prodesbion on the sfs^e, acting os the fugleman. Charlotte 
vUshxnan^s admirable method of commanding her female war- 
riopi, whoso dresses and mn oeuvres made the theatre resound 
with applause^ brought the third act, or, on this occa'^ion, the 
fourth act, to a close, amid a peal of approbation. The last 
act took care of it|3lf. I had the pleasure of hearing Burton 
called for ; and black, tired, and begrimed, he took me by the 
hand*, and thanked me. Off we started, in due time, to Wind- 
ht^*6, wh^re, over a hot supper, we laughed at our fears of 
the morning ; and thus ended my first night of management 
in Jsew iprk. To those unaccustomed to theatres, it will 
Appear marvellous, but it is not the less true. 

* ^9^ April, I made my first bow in Kew York, at 

tne National Theatre, (since the summer of 1824, when the 
Chatham Theatre, under Barrere, was in the full tide of suc- 
cess,) as Belpscur, ih ** Is he Jealous V Miss Charlotte Cush- 
mhh playing Harriet, and Eliza Petrie, Bose. As this little 
piece depends entirely on the dialogue, these young ladies 
alaused themjelves at my expense ; if they ever read their 
it certamly was not with any intention of ct>mmitting 
^^ptds to i^emory. Before an audience with whom 1 was 
an occurrence would have been of no oonse- 
^pOncpi but on this occasion, I not only felt mortified, but 
cciypreased my mortification in no very measured terms. My 
reputation as an actor, having some character to uphold, was 
placed in jeopardy by way of joke » and it was not nntU I 
played Flexible, in Love, Law and Physic,” I had an oppor- 
tunity of proving my pretensions to histrionic fame were well 
founded. 

^6 nekt difiSoulty in management, was that Burton, al- 

* iys on the lo6k-out for novelty, and as if in defiance of the 
ftrly bought experience of his late season, in Philadelphia, 
|b aside ^e ** Naiad Queen,” to announce Booth, J. R. 
! 0 tt, and HJsb Clarendon, in " Othello,” for Monday night, 
e went to Philadelphia, on Sunday morning, and on Sunday 
eveni^, about ten o’clock, Mr. Soott, came into my room, at the 
Am^can Hotel, to give me personally information he could not 
Cn the following i^ght. In vain 1 endeavoured to per- 
imhde h^ to remain in New York, as he was here, and if 
disappouitm^t must accrue, to let it fall on the Philadelphia 
m«mgei||. He said no, be had pio<%ed his word to Veturn, on 
Monday, and by the first train in the morning he intended 
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tojstarl;- Why he toi>k the twuhle to «how hUnadf in Wof 
Yolik^ on Bonw etening, to aftj he oould not play on Hen- 
day, is a question more eamly asked than answefed. In 
management, I used to boast i neret suffered mysdf to be 
plaoed in a situation from which, by the exercise of a lit^e 
ingenuity, I could not extricate mys^f with credit. Finding 
arguments useless, I told him to deep upon the matter* ana 
so would 1, and in the morning 1 trusted he would ohaiq^e 
his opinion. My first inquiry, on Monday, was for SootL 
My messenger returned with the intelligence that he was 
gone. Burton awi^ — no Othello^hnd an lego, of whom I 
whom I had more doubt and misgiving than the rest. Booth 
was evidently not hijmself, and the b^ormation 1 had to hn- 

f art to him was not calculated to improve his state of mlndL 
despatched a courier to Mr. Wilson, at his farm, onlsoi^ 
Island, with a request that he would play Othello, to whi<m 
he assented ; and thus prepared, 1 made my appearance at 
rehearsal. The audience received the apology for the ab- 
sence of Mr. Scott with very good humour. Baturally ex- 
pecting it, Mr. Booth, who was to cause the disappointnujmt,* 
the play went on. Kot much to my satisfaction, at the end 
of it, the audience called for Booth, who refused to go on ; 
imposing upon me the necessity of making a se^nd speech, 
and givmg to Mr, Park Benjamin an opportunity of exer- 
cising his wit, by calling me in the newspaper, the tall fsoi* 
tleman in black, mourning the murder of hii friend Bodeiw ; 
which part 1 had acted in the play, and the critioB of PhSbi- 
delphia used to say 1 acted it well. But there fs no aoeoimting 
for difference of taste ; and when ^e are ia Borne, wo ainst 
do as Borne does ; and the o^lon of the editor of the 

New World is intitled to . Pill that space up to svdt 

yourself, good reader. 

This tragedy, which had been heralded as a combination of 
talent, with Booth, .T. B. Scott, Wemyss, Shaw, Miss €. Oolh^ 
man and Miss Clarendon, was the worst performance presented 
at the National TheiiOpre, under Burton’s management; and 
hi8/7}en.dff, ou his return from Philadelphia, did not foi^ to 
tell him of it. For a metropolitan theatre, it was disgrace- 
ful. Wilson’s Othello put the audience to sleep; Booth'ls 
lago was almost as bad ; and Miss 0. Cushman, as Bmelia, 
and ShaW, as Cassio, was the only approach to acting seen 
upon the stage that evening. . 

At the close of Booth’s eng^ement, Burton wisely s^plaoed 
the " Naiad Queen” upon her throne. She fortunately proved 
again triumphant ; but the hiatus in her reign had not been 
profitably filled, and had nearly overthrown ner power, whidb 
yielded on the 24th of May, to ** Bemixamis^Tho Paugbiet' 
of Air,” a clever alteration of a play* by Barton, in which 
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liheihroad pidlitiid sotue eoeheiy l^hich entitled him to bd 
idaoed M the Yatl^ the firtt artists! MIIb OtiBhmanl&BO, 
iiok the iMf hf Btn^rise, id a part. >which, if it had been 
w4ttenibr hei; peenUat styfo; would scarcely have hit the 
mark as well : to this part is ehe indebted foi* all the reputa- 
tion she shortly gained thfonghOtit'the United States. This 
wds the stepping-stone to the li^der of fame she has rapidly 
inouhteti 

On the 58tb of May, " Semiramis,” and “ Love, Law and 
Physic," was the perforijjiance, the last which ever took place 
wiihin the walls of the ill-fated NatioiiiM tPheatre. In the 
afternoon of thaV day, as was :iny custom when 1 expected 
Burton, I walked to the steamboat landing to await the 
arrinal of the Philadelphia boat. On touching the wharf, 1 
wiw joined by Burton; we walked up West Broadway, to 
ti^Ouard Btteet, and as we entered the theatre, Mr. Oakey 
Oalled me, and asked, " If that was Bnrtoni" I said “ Yes.'' 
** Bo you know, Mr. Weymas, the theatre has been on lire 
» ^ minutes since*" He pointed 

n%‘‘^attention.to the place, and on examining the prompter's 
box, 1 found three distinct marks of fire in as many diiierent 
nositions. While thus engaged, Shiers, the gas man, passed 
through frohr the interior of the house, with his torch not 
lighted; 1 l^aid, George, do you know anything about the 
^Sfttre being on fire T"* He treated the matter so lightly, 
$ti:ryii% past without even looking at the spot, which was 
thje o^eot of imriosity to every one dse present, that when we 
dkodVomd firl in more places than one, still burning, my 
were directed towards him. Burton, who had been 
taking to Oakey, now gave orders that all the doors should be 
Snht, and said to me, ^Tho man who did this is in the build- 
ing now." You go one wav. I’ll go the other ; with a strict 
search we may find him." ^We had neither of us any suspicion 
of further danger. We met at the painting room, and prO' 
<^ding to the flies, I stopped suddonV and said, “ Burton, I 
scU^ nre here he remied, That# nothing ; it proceeds 
feom the scorched Wood in the prompter’s box just below 
you.'* '' No, it's too strong for that — it comes in the direction 
of Wilson’s rooms.” While speaking, the door leading to these 
apartments was opened by Mr. HaBsell, who informed us they 
were on fire. The water closet had been fired ; Wilson’s desk, 
and . many of his papers were on fire,>v. while the room was 
]it|ered Up with old play bills and newspapers ; down stairs 
fir©' Wi^ discovered under one of the ottoirians in the Turkish 
©aldom with a box of lucifer matches, from which about one- 
third had been extracted, no doubt for the purpose of igniting 
Walibe pstp&. Wherever it might b© found. The ticket-office 
blunging to the third was the last place where fire was 
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discovered ,* making in all seven fires, vhicfi, in a few minutes 
longer, would tiave rendered aU aid to the National. Theatre 
vain. Mr. Smith, who kept the refectory under the theatrtxi . 
brought me some matches, which, be stated had been thrown 7 
|rom a window. .Thfa led td another search ; and marks of " ' 
' fire which had smottldered and gone out, were found in the 
room next to Mr. UussoU’s bed-room. I went by Burton's 
desire to the police-office, when an officer, on hearing the parti- 
culars, questioned Shiers closely, who denied having any key 
that would open the door leading to Mr. Wilson’s rooms; but 
upon trial, it was iound the key he^:L8ed opened tho^ dpotd 
readily. On this Mr, Shiers was taken \nto custody, 
perforifiance went on as if nothing had happened ; a double 
watch was placed upon the premises, and all supposed to be 
safe. Barton and myself left the theatre together, resorving 
to return Jiefore wo went home for the night. We desired me 
city watchmen, as we passed, to keep a bright look ent for any 
•suspicious character that inight bo seen lurking arouncU 
Between one and two o’clock we returned to the theatre, 
found the watchmen and Mr. Bussell on the alert. Tl% ' 
reported all safe, and retired for the night. 

Between six and seven o'clock, Mr. Bhaw came to my oha% 
ber door, and desired me to get up as quick as possible, the 
National Theatre was in tiames. 1 ordered a cab, whife I hw 
ried on xny clothes, and arrived at the comer of lioonard Str^t' 
and Broadway with Shaw, just in timeio hear, not tltb 
roof fall in. The rapidity of the fiames had been such, that 
scarcely an article could be saved. When theliratc|nt^ 1^ 
the building, ho declares everything was safe; yet he.haa 
proceeded to Broadway, when on looking towards the theatre, ne 
saw ilames issuing from the artist's private room, the last win- 
dow in the upper range. Mr. H. Lewis was the first actor on 
the spot belonging to the theatre, and oh seeking admission at 
the stage room, he waa^prevented by Thomas Hurd, or Heard, 
a man in no way attached to the theatr^^from entering ,* and 
thus Burton’s property#jand my' owui invhe manager’s ropiu, 
which might have been saved, was doomed to destruction. 
the examination, at the police-office, this Heard, was com* 
mitted to take his trial. Why these two men, Shiers aUd 
Heard, were permitted to escape withou,t trial, is, ^ mystery. 
Had I been placed in Mr. Burton’s situation, ‘.the most i^e^rch- 
ing investigation into the can've of the destruotlo;^ of this 
theatre, should never have b^en abandoned by 1 

had lost all power to proiseed farfhey. It now rOPPPlH en- 
veloped in mystery, and a thousand omijectures, with rumour^ 
of all kinds, have assailed the reputation of several of th&ki 
gentlemen, who should, like Omsar’s wife, have ^od above 
suspi^n. ‘ For nay own p^t> I am f^y oonviaeed, if Hea^ 
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triad, irli0tlier ic^nvloted ornat, the irutU would 
llft^,1>^U^(lSscmr6d, ftud the guilty brought to puuiBbmeut. 

claardT cm cf inoendiarism woa never brought to public 
mldca ; .bui who Was the inceudlary* or iuoeadiariea, if more 
tliAa ia now a Aeoret, whldh w^ descend with them to 
theiruTe. 

fire destroyed me the few private dresses 1 yet re* 
ti^bed from my wh<de stcfcki and made me, as an actor, a 
beif^gar indeed. On Sunday morning I started for Philadel- 
ph^ there to remain pntil summoned by Hr. Burton, to 
whom i was pledged until the 4th of July. How faithfully 
1 redeemed that pledge, refusing every made to me, Mr. 
Dinnefotdi and otlfeia, can bear witness ; and with surprise, 
abdmuid’^ net anger, I received the intimation from Barton, 
that lor the following year he intended td attend to the busi- 
ness of the stage himself, and would not make me an offer of 
' the highest samiy he should give to any one, as he considered 
it totmly beneath my notice, l^told him that was all 1 
,wh#^; I should take the Front Street Theatre, in Baltimore, 
the stookholders of which were only wailing for my arrange- 
ments sHth him to be brought to a close. “ The veiy thing 
for you ; go, aud anything in the way of attraction 1 have, 
oommand freely. 1 have no doubt you will do well.” And 
so we psirted ) aud so remain the best of friends. 

It is somehiiat curious to remark that at this period the 
tieatres in |lew-Tork were all at their lowest ebb ;~th6 pro- 
pilby of Hn Sampson in the Park, advertised for sale, as uu- 
3#"«Biaitfe for rent, by Messrs. Astor and Bookman; — his 
proQSsi in all probabilil^ intended as a protection, instead of 
an oppression to Mr. Simpson ; the Kational burnt, and not 
likely to £e re-built again; and the Bowery closed by an in- 
frmotion for non-payment of license, on which subject Mr. 
^omas Hamldin thus addressed his feUow-ottizens 


Bowntv THsatai OLOAsn^-By oxdW of the Chanoellor, on the com- 
p l w ot, and St the request of the managers of the society for the xeforma- 
ti Juvenile ddinquents, 

MV FsLbOHr-ClTlZESS, 

It Is with the most painful fselingslhy duty eompels me to announce 
to you, that the Bowery Theatre Is closed^ in obmlieDee to a mandate from 
the’^Souft of Chancery, sued out and issued, at tlie instigation of the 
miaagers ief;^e aodety, for the reformation of juvenile delinquents. 
Sotmt aii»' Vmns sinee the Legislature of this State inflicted a yearly tax 
of SeedoUars, on the performance of the Legitimate Drama, represented 
in thS'l^sw York Theatres only ; and on this law 1 have already paid up- 
wards |tf> 4000 dollars, which has been applied to the support and main« 
teoanoe of ittves^le thieves and other oUenders. 

It wilt not eurpriae the public to be informed, that in these times of 
UBlvetlsl deprsidoii, 1 am unable to meet this demand on the instant, nor 
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that 1 should solicit the lndulg«ice usually granted in the, papoent 
other taxei^. Last tireek 1 addressed a reepectfUl, letter to thegooUmeu > 
above designated, soliciting si delay. To xny astonishment, this xeasonabld^ 
request has been answered by a suit at law; and an injunction, commanding'' 
me to close my doors. Harsh and hasty as, the measure is, 1 feel it never-'"' 
thelesB my duty to obey it. Like a good cltiaen, 1 shall bovr tp the 
Jesty of the law, although '1 cannot kiss the rod that smites me,* 

** I trust without ofibnee, 1 may be permitted to regret, the act, and 
question the necessity that may be thought to exist, for proceeding to such 
harsh legal measures, for the recovery of a tax due but on the let instants,' 
more particularly wlien the complainants were aware that their proceedings, 
would deprive most unexpectedly upwards df one hundred persmu, ,|em- 
ployed in this cstabli^ment, of all means of obtaining bread in these titnet 
of universal distress. Armed for the present, with iUilttle brief authority^, ’ 
the managers of the juvenile delinquents have strumL a blow which mnst' 
bo severely felt by the honest ami laborious persems in my employ, theiv 
wives and families ; a bloW which 1 think every feeling and manly he&rt ' 
will designate as uncaged for, unprovoked, impolitic and oppresidve, 

(Signed,) *» Thouas S. Haviiun*** 

. fiowBAT Txatae, May 18, 1841.” 

Hy friend Hambliu is a good general, he made eapi^ 
cloBiiig for one week ; raiaed the ire (dander) of the ^wery 
hoys, who would not stand their theatre being dosed. (They 
determined that Tom Hambliu should go ahead, and toey 
pushed him ahead. He op^ed ou the Siih, and played to 
better business than he had seen within the vtidls for two 
yeara The hTational burning down, removed the dangeroiDl 
riyalship of Burton,* Who had compelled him ^ reduce ihla 
priofis, and gave him onoe more a fair held of e&rti<m^ Wbddh 
he soon improved, and placed himself again in a poBit»OA;lied ^ 
from pecuniary embarrassment. : : ^ 

In bidding adieu once more to Hew York, I leave4t With a 
hope to return some day and take up my residence thei^ Myt 
prejudices in favour or Philadelphia have been removeds mid 
I am compelled to admit that Hew York is the hmt city in 
the Union for business of every kind* IWerent expresaiona 
these to those that may be found in the earlier part of tbih 
work ; but “ a wise man corrects error, while a fool perii^^ 
in his folly.’' , 

On board the boat, which, carried me to Philadelphia, I 
found Miss Cushman; the burning of the theatre, and the pro* 
oeedings of the previous day, were of course the topies of oon-p 
versation. .Her suspiemns pointed to a party as ye| unim- 
peached, but who could have no, motive for such ni^t^ilKdical 
act. " '' 

On my arrival in Philadelphia, Mr. Blake tendered me the / 
Arch Street Theatre, for a b^nedt in the^’name of hiarielf and^ 
his partner, Jones^ Mr. Xiew^ Pratt ofl^red thh Ch«|^ ' 
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Ifor t)l^e same purpose ; aud lastly, after muoh 
otfer^ the Walnut ' Here 1 confess, i 
Hreula ra^r have received condolence^ and with a better 
cltianoe of success However, 1 accepted the first ofier, had 
boats of ’i^olunteers ; and on tfio 10th of .Tune, had the mor- 
tifioation io find that an actor really in want should never 
>1;^ patronized. A few dollars would have been most accepta- 
but the citizens of I'hiladelphia were not disposed at this 
.^meut to give them to me ; I lost money by the benefit of 
ieondalenoe^ On the 17th, Miss Charlotte Cushman, with the 
aid of a cotamittee of^arraugement, at the Chesnut Street 
theatre, did not fare much better; and Burton also on the 
IBthy'at lus own tiieatre, was made to feel how little sympathy 
l^e misfortunes of managers or actors meet from the great 
of our citizens. It would be difficult to find three 
aetora J^todlng higher with the public in profe^ional repu- 
taitlouThan Miss C. Cushman, Mr. Burton, and Mr. Wemyss; 
yet on this occasion all were mortified that they should have 
been induced to make attempts which proved so abortive. 
Vanitas^ vamtatis, et omnia vanitas / 


" OHAPrB#XXXlX. 

4>pening of the Front Street Theatre, Baltimore. Addam’s Engagement. 
p Charles Eaton, another Temperance Man. ** The Manager in Distress.’* 
A i^ood Liberality, character iotic uf Sailors. Booth and Addams 

in same piece. Buckstone and Mrs, Fitzwilliam. ** London 
AMattance.** The Press, its Assumptions, and Treatment of Actors. 

* K ' ■ . 

I ooltttJwroED my season at the Front Street Theatre, in Balti- 
more, on Monday, the 6Ui of September, 1841. The directors 
had thought proper to let it to Mr. Ward for a short season, 
Who suffered sad havoc to be mado^ among the scenery and 
mbperties; to replace which put me to much trouble and in- 
^nvenience, and the stockholders to some expense. The open* 
“ing pieces were, Carpenter of Roneu,’’ and Simpson A Co.’’ 
“the company, Wemysa, Matthews, Philips, Thorne, Ash, 
Eddy, Brittinham, iCimber, l^wton, Brennan and Bowers, 
Mrs. Philips, Mrs. D. Anderson, Miss Matthews, Mis^^elen 
Matthews; to whom were afterwards added, Harrison, D’An* 
gelli, nnd Mrs. Smith, Weaver, Lyne^ Clemens, Williams, 
»tinP, Gonrlay, and four ballet girls. The first stars were 
^ the Hungarian Singers, followed by A* Addams, whom I had 
.^ 9 ^ lor three years. , He'played an excellent engagement, 
but ill vho henewitl, hia old failmg ruined our rising reputation ; 
“irould it tfere death, without benefit of clergy, for an actor 
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to appear upon tbe sta|;e drunks On tke 2ad of Ootober 
pefcrated a deed of horror, in attempting to alter 
tragedy of Macbeth into a melodrama, under the tiUe of the 
** Three Witohes of the Blasted Heath/' If it did not enooeed^ 
at loa^^t it gave me an idea of what might bedone with the play 
by the judicious introduction of the pageantry, by which 1 
shall protit horeatier. On the Tth of October, a new play, on* 
titled ** The Black Knight/' poases^ing some merit, and written 
by a gentleman belonging to the preias, was produced. What 
its fdto might have been if the citissens of Baltimonihad 
given ft a fair hearing, cannot now oe guessed at. 0o little 
curioBliy, or to little inclination, to support an American 
author, was exhibited on this occasion, ihe receipts takun 
were only forty-four dollars and fifty cents I damping *the 
spirits of author, actors, and manager— the worst house & the 
season. On the following night the receipts were ^ubled^ 
the audience appeared much gratified, and the authors night 
anight have produced a tolerable house, but the tot night 
cooled his ardour, and he declined the risk of farther mortifi^ 
cation. On the 9th of October, Booth and Addams played ih 
Othello; ’ after which they appeared in Venice Preserved/* 
^Mane Shore,” Pizarro,” and “Douglas/' Charles Katon, 
another temperaiuc man, played a very »good engagement 
singly, beating the two great tragedians ^o prscedS him. 
Eaton was always popular with a certain class. jPoor fellow, 
he went from Baltimore to Pittsburgh, where he ended hi$ 
mortal career, having, in a fit of intoxication^ walked ovet 
the ballustrading of the Exchange Hotel, falling eighty or 
twenty feet, and being picked up a mass of bruisa^t ^Jid 
broken bones ; he breathed and lived a tew hours, hnsyiover 
spoke after the fatal accident, 

On the first of November, for my benefit, I produced 
Zanthe/' to a69 dollars, with “ The Manager Jn Distress 
during the performance of which, many persons, imposed upon 
by the seeming reality, vacated their seats, in compliance 
with my address, and applied at the box otfioe for the retulll 
of their money, to be laughed at for their credulity, losii^ 
good seats to take their chance of catching a glimpfe of the 
stage from the dress boxes, a%best they might. The joke had 
almost ended in earnest ; it was some time before tlm ofiioets 
could restore good humour. It is almost incredible that, in 
Baltimore, where theatres have existed for fifty years, the 
citizens could have been eu prastised upon: thefoM must 
remain in force for many years : and none enje^ed it more 
than the dupes themselves, when the first feeling of anger had < 
subsided. A celebrated slack wire dancer, Madame Eomaninl, 
added to the attraction of the Dal Masque, In “Zanthe;* 
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aftaUdiig the good people ol Btltimore bp the agility of 

1?hu w a MiBoii of wooden, in Baltimore* While playing 
Sdiore/' an nnsophUticated son* of the Ocean was so 
tmapt np in the play that, as l£n. Philips lay down to die in 
the last seene, of wemt, suddenly sprang over the bones, and 
With the activity of a eat, placed mmself at her nde upon the 
stage, saying he would be damned if any woman should starve 
in that manner while he had a shot in the locker ; and he 
aetuaUy insUited upon ^rcing upon her the contents of his 
pnrae. An explanation ensued, and he was conducted back 
to his seat in the boxes, where the audience gave him three 
oheeis ; and 1 shsAl n6T«*r forget the honest smile that lighted 
up hia weather-beaten face. &e was the magnet of attraction 
lor the remainder of the evening, although he had turned the 
kst act^df the tragedy into a farce highly relished by the 
andienhe. > 

On the 18th of l^ovember, A. Addams attempted Cardinal 
Biohelieu. The fhme acquired by B. Forrest, in this part 
should have stimulated his pride ; — drink had done its work— 
the mind of the actor is gone ; he is incapable of committing a 
new part to memory : there was not even an attempt to pro- 
duce effect ; a sol^l boy who should have read the play as a 
task, and read so badly, would have been whipped. At the 
condusioii, the feeling cf the audience was not one of pity, but 
of contempt ; a few d those present, hissed ; but respect for 
Whst he had been, restrained the majority from joining in 
this insult. I know of but one very slender consolation, his 
^dend Booth, butchered this part more cruelly; he was 
laughed at--’ Addams despised. There was 864 dollm in the 
house's he ^repeated the part on the following evening to 32 
doUara; foi^her oomment is useless. 

2Ci^. Budutone and Mrs. FitzwUliam played an excellent 
engagement, terminating on the 10th of December. Beports 
now reached me, fitnn Philadelphia, that Burton's pecuniary 
jMhbarrasments increased so iast» it would be impossible for 
Aim to keep Ms theatre open ; that his scenery, wardrobe and 
other property, was under seizure fof rent, to be sold by the 
sheriff l&is actually took plaoj ^ ; M!r. Kewton becoming the 
purchaser, and Mr. Burton being allowed to proceed, under a 
new arrangement with Hr. Whartoni the ground landlord, 
^vlng him one chance more to recover his losses. 

On Iponday, the 13th of December, London Assurance,’' 
which Madalne Testria, by the aid of furniture alone, had 
made succesifal; and which, for a few nights, revived the 
droppbig fortune of every iheatre in which it was acted, was 
promum m the Front S^et Theatre, in Baltimore, in a style 
vkkb wUt IbeMiinalmed w hug «b wmodjr is talked about 
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at all. I played itfoturteen ni^liiHii teu of which wei^ in euof 
oeBsion ; the weather wae very inclement, hail, xabi, mow mA 
frost, yet the house was well att^ed; if the okrk of the 
weathe^ofQoe had been my friend, its sucoess would hare been 
equal to my expeotations. To my frknd Tom Fiynn, was I 
indebted fbr the oopy^ idthough in a few days aj^rwards i 
received a marked London Book, tom Mr. Meadows, of Coteht 
Garden. Mr. Samuel Butler was the next star, and then the 
horses in ** Bockwood” and ** Mazeppa.” 

Miss Clifton took the Holiday St^t Theatre, which had 
during tftie winter been without a tenant, and on Monday the 
tHlst of January, announced to o]^ it in conjunction with 
Yf, E. Burton ! To Mr. Burton toe speculation at the Holi* 
day Street was the fuial act in the dra^ of his management. 
1 had been open one hundred and twenty-seven nights, on 
Slst of January, 1842, when I had contrived to fulfih all my 
engagements— actors paid in full of all demands^not Dysign* 
ing receipts to that effect, hut receiving their money— all the 
demands of the season, out of doors, discharged, when Me. 
Burton, who had promised me every assistance, but refused 
every request for pieces, &;o., that I made to him, appeared in 
Baltimore to oppose me as manager. In the first week, with 
the aid of Miss Charlotte Cushman, and^^r. Chippendale, 
1 received only 403 dollars ; Chippendale*# nenefili amaunting 
to 54 dollars, and Miss Charlotte Cushman's to |.05 dollars i 
this was a hard blow, but the week that followed w|Hi werso, 
160 dollars being the amount of the week, or 47 dollar# per 
night for the two weeks, in which the Holiday Street Tlmatre 
had been playing to tolerable houses. Finding X could not 
support this coxmict, I called General Welsh to my aid,nn4 
placed the horses in my circus, first giving .a Dress Biud in 
honour of Washingtou’s Birth Day, on the 22nd of Febrim^* 
If Burton had cause for exultation in the commenocment^ the 
horses had the power to draw away all his onstomers but ^oie 
represented by that curse to all theatres, the stockholders’ 
tickets. He retreated from Baltimore, routed and dismaTed^ 
leaving his actors to find their way out of the <fity in the bed 
manner they conld, his own fortunes completely predraM, 
only to be relieved by the benefit of the Insolvent Court, or 
the Bankrupt Act. On the 4th of April, the horses having 
succeeded in vanquishing the foe, 1 again opened the theatre. 
Mr. Proctor, whom 1 ought never to have announced as a 
star, fixed the fate of the season. On the night fla»d|(br his 
benefit he was so intoxicated, 1 was compeUsd tomsmiaB the 
assembled audience. Even the grand encampifidnt, which 
oommenosd on the 16tb of May, was, by bad weath^, rendered 
unavailable. Governor Poster and suite of Fenns^vaiiia, and 
Gnvemor Thomas and suite uf Maryland could not induce the 
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li^i^ to out tluroiigh tmeotB of md the eftoamped 
BOldiete looked like eo many kalf-diowned nrnddarks, I closed 
m the ot Hay, btit cannot now say all the bills were paid. 
?liWter% a^ra, oMcers, even mnsicianSf were in airear. 

^ Mr, Thoms Wildey, Colonel Myer, Mr. Hyde, and Mr. 
Satidmon, form a pattern worthy of imitation, as members of 
$ibeard of aifents, always willing to aid^ instead of brushing 
their lessee. In any difiieuUy in which I was placed as the 
manager of the Front Street Theatre, 1 never asked for either 
ddvice or pecuniary aid,^hat it was not given, and cheerfully. 
To those gentlemen, aim the other members of their board, 
I return iay grateful thanks, not onlyfw favours received, 
blit Ibr oth«^ of ^ater mangnitude, offered, but declined by 
mk,, becauao 1 could not see the justice of placing these 
getltleipeii In a position which might have compelled them 

assume many of my debts, as a reward for their kindness, 
atid the good opinion they entm'iain of me both as a man and 
a manager; It is a proud satisfaction to ine, In surrendering' 
the theatre into their hands, to know that they appreciate the 
motives which guided me in that determination. 

.1 have now arrived at the time when my friend Joe Cowell 
iafbrmB the world he found me in a ** ceUar,^' (and a very 
comfortable baseu^nt it was,) selling pills and periodicals, 
where, could l have commanded, a little more money to 
^ave continued my system of advertisements, I should have 
done well enough, but the funds did not come in fast enough, 
and the monlent 1 ceased to advertise on a large scale, a very 
small pujBe would contain all my receipts. This leads me, in 
a theatrical point of view, to the influence of 

THE TRESS. 

Generally upbh all subjects connected with the daily affairs 
bf know thi^ I here approach a tender subject — ono 
which, like a homws nest, the more you rufflh it, the greater 
ndlflaber of ttin^s will be inflicted upon you. No man has 
l^en more indebted to editors of' newspapers for kindness 
than 1 have, and few have ha,d more abuse lavished upon 
them from a similar source, or have been at times more 
harshly treated. My object, therefore, is to direct the atten- 
tion of my readers, most of whom 1 presume are visitors of 
the theatre, to the maimer in which the press is subsidised to 
deceive thm ; but let them speak upon this subject for them- 
SelVes. ^ 

Thfe circular beai^ date, Philadelphia, April 2nd, 1835. 
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(OOPf.) 

** With a view to avoid some of the inconveniences which result from u 
diversity in the charges of advertising in the several newspaper establish- 
ments in this city, the publishers of the daily papers have recently adopted 
a scale of prices by which It is their intention hereafter to be regulated. 
It has, therefore, been thought due to you, ,a8 well as to themselves, tO 
present tor your consideration the following item which relates to theatres, 
circuses, and other places of amusement; and we take the liberty of 
j.uggesting, that the first of the present month presents a Suitable pc^od 
for commencing this arrangement. ^ 

Exmaor fsom xhs juauLAUXONS ; 

a 

Amusements.— On bills of performance of theatres, circuses, Ac.j noli 
exceeding one square per night, shall be charged two dollars week| 
and no card of any person bhail be inserted on any other terms thibv those 
of the regular rates, All communications to be charged the same 

ps advertiboments, by the square, at the same prices. 

t 

JASPER HARDING, WM. FRY, 

MUFFLIN and PARRY, EDWARD CONRAD, 

^ SARGENT, Z. POULSON, 

JOS. R. CHANDLER. PETER HAY and Cc». 

To Mr. F. C. WEMYSS, Manager.** ^ 

At this period there waft an agreement with thoae newi^ 
papers in which I advertised, to insert the daily advertisement 
of the Walnut Street Theatt©, for sixty dollars per year. 
But these gentlemen, in the plenitude of their power, fix a 
day for a new arrangement, one day antecedent to ‘the date of 
their printed card, Mr. Joseph I?. Chandler, being the only 
one who ipialified the notice, so as not to involve any breach, 
of previous contract. Instead of the first of the pr^nt 
month, his notice ran — at the expiration of existing oontmts# 
This was honestly done, and like himself, although he sano- 
tioned by his name and influence the new|lrraRgement. 

The continued pufilng fostered by this system has had R 
most nialign influence upon the interests of the theatre, and 
a still worse one upon the private character of the actor ; it 
enabled iipumagora to place before the public a class of persons 
who in former times would not have been tolerated beyond a 
flrst appearance. 

There was a time when the opinion of a well-educated man 
(whose refinement of taste in classic literature rendered him 
capable of writing a criticism both upon the le^its of the 
author and actor) was reoeivedi^by thedatter with deference; 
hia fikults judiciously pointed out, induced him to apply a 
remedy, lyhilo praise from the same source urged him on to 
future exceirtioBS. The pit, then frequented by men Urhose 
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jo^gm^nt; the Aotor ^most relied apon>^whose censure they 
drmed^whoie good opinion they courted^ and who decided, 
Ylvn Yooe, upon their merits, during the performance of a 
part — ^these opinions the press echoed, rarely modifying, and 
%om which decision, so confirmed, tho actor had no appeal. 
!niia power the press has lost over the mipd of the actor, who 
hnows that Ibr a few doliars he can have his own opinion of 
ihis abilities paraded in the newspapers, to procure fame at a 
distance from the circle where his merit is known and classed. 


It as the actor’s pocket, not his mind, that is taxed. How 
much will it cost to enable me to travel through the United 
States as a star That is the caloulatioi^ — not, have 1 the 
ability to maintaiit such a position— but have I the money to 
aeoupe it by the puff preliminary in certain widely-circulated 
Uewspimers. The success, like that of all quacks — depends 
Upon the constant iteration of puffs upon merit, which has no 
existence but in the columns of these purchased newspapers. 

Amn, hpw frequently a critique upon the able manner in 
whidi an actor has supported a principal character, appears 
in the newspapers, when no such performance ever took 
place, some acmdent causing a change of pieces, the know* 
ledge of which never reached the reporter, whose article was 
in type, although he had not been at the theatre during the 
evening — and, when discovered, who thinks of it beyond the 
nmmentaiy langh raised against the editor, thus caught in a 
trap, except some minor actor who, having been unceremo- 
nioi;^y abused for acting badly a part he never appeared in, 
is silly enough to seek an explanation or demand an apology 
which, if given, is couched in such languago as to be more 
offensive than the originid paragraph. Who has forgotten a 
oertiun gentleman belonging to the Ohesnut Street Theatre, 
who, indignant at being termed a thing,'’ instead, upon an 
from the editor, which b^ng promised, appeared, the 

flawing morning, thus-— "Mr, called upon us, and re- 

questedjwe would cdtrect the statement of yesterday, wherein, 
speaking of his merit as an actor, we called him' * a thing.* 
We sinoerely ask his pardon, and thus publicly inform our 

readers, that Mr. , of the Chestnut Street is Ko Thing.** 

The wit of this is no apology for its baseness ; but it is a fair 
specimen of such redress as actors feel for such offences. 


i^There are found low-minded men in all trades and profes- 
^ When a manager meets a low-minded editor, his inso- 
leiiw is Intolerable. I can quote an instance in which an 
editor, having been excluded from the free list for a long 
course of unprovoked abuse and hostility towards a theati e 
where he was an invited guest, had the impertinence on the 
foUowiBg nmrniug to in the column of his own paper, 
which he termed the medium of the press, by whose authority 
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lid was refused : he wonld show the arbitrary iaana|6ri that 
** the liberly of the press** was not to be controlled by hjta 
caprice or pleasure* 

The press, politically* should be free as air $ it is the safe- 
guard of liberty, defending at the same moment the rights of 
the governed and governors : but the moment it enters the 
domicile ol a private citizen^ destroy the peace ofhlsfhmilyi 
it should be bound with chains of adamant. What right has 
a man, who, more fortunate in pecuniary ciroumstances than 
his neighbour, can command money fuffieient to publish a iew 
thousand printed sheets daily, in form of a newspaper, to 
utter expressions ilherein as items of new^ calculated to pro* 
voke a breach of the peace, and which, tfttered in the pre- 
sence of the aggrieyed party, would subject this same editor 
to personal chastisement 1 1 ksh, what right has such a man 
to shield himself from the consequence of such an act, under 
** the liberty of the press?'* Bah ! This is the tyranny of the 
press— a worse tyranny than any despot ever exercised^ the 
fear of which is felt in the jury-box and on the bench. The. 
^law of libel is no protection to the citizen from such an assault 
as I have described. The jury cannot agree, legal pVosecutionS 
are expensive; and if, surmounting all these difficulties a citizen 
obtains a verdict* the judge inflicts the mildest sentence the 
law permits him to record, to shield himself from columns of 
abuse, which he has no desire to see launched against him f(k 
the discharge of an unpleasant dutyw The convicted editor, 
in the first sheet which follows the sentence, triumphantly re* 
cords the result, in which he probably states with truth, the 
character of the prosecutor was valued by the court and juiy 
at one cent, which (Lord Byron says, these gentlemen al- 
ways use m for I) paid, and wish the gentleman joy of the 
opinion his fellow-citizens entertain of him. This is the re* 
dress the law affords a defenceless man against one armed 
with a daily press to renew the assault. . I ash any one who 
has been bold enough to tell these self cemstitu ted censors of 
his morals and all his actions, that they should not assail bam 
with impunity, an^ appeals to the law to suppress the agms< 
sion, whether this be not a true picture of the result? But 
reverse the case. Let a citizen, goaded by repeated insult, 
commit an assault and battery upon the sacred person of an 
editor, he will find the law, which will be resorted to, has 
the power not only to fine bat imprison him, while the jnd^, 
in pronouncii^ sentence, will read him a homUy upon the 
enormity of his ofience, and assure him that the^urt is do- 
terminod at all hazards to protect the liberty of the press. 

As a source of advertising bmtnes$, a newspaper is invaht- 
able to the community, and is now extenaie^^ used by uH 
R 5 
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prosper; but why the proprietor of a poptilai* 
sheet for this pni^ose should claim the right, by virthe of the 
liberty r^fthe prm, to regulate all places of public amusement to 
wMch they demand free admission, under the penalty of refusing 
to^orice them in the reading matter, and sometimes even re- 
fusli^ to insert the paid-for advertisement, unless accompanied 
by tickets for the editor, is a practice subversive of the oor-< 
reetinn the press should esdercise (if at all) over these very 
places of amusement, all of which are eulogized until some un- 
fortunate cannot pay his/idvertising bill, ; and then his place 
of amusement, already tottering, is doomedjto certain destruc^ 
tion. Now let me show the amount oij|pioney which the 
tickets demanded &nd given by a theatre would produce, if 
paiddbr, as they should be, if the editor charges for his adver- 
tisement : 

The proprietor, . a season ticket, valued at the minimum 
' price, is 15 dollars; the reporter, ditto, 16 dollars; the editor, 
ditto, 3 5 dollars ; an order to admit four persons every Satur- 
day — this is to treat the devil and the journeymen at the 
manager’s expense. All this has been submitted to, rather^ 
than provoke the ire of an editor. And these orders, which 
in the year amount to 104 doMars, have actually been sold at 
the doors, stopping the money which would have been paid 
iato the treasury^for admission. I must do the proprietors 
justice to say, this last arrangement met with their de- 
cided disapprobation ; but the evil to the theatre remained 
unabated—the same request lor orders was made on the fol- 
lowing Saturday. 1 have now shown that each paper received 
one hundrd and forty-nine dollars in the course of the year, 
over and above the two hundred and eight dollars for pufls 
and advertisements, with the extra cards for actors’ benefits, 
amounting to at least fifty dollars more. Now as twelve news- 
papers, some daily, some weekly, enjoyed these privileges, and 
ibur theatres open, follows, that the enormous sum (exclud- 
ing the fair business'' part of the transaction, in paying for the 
jjjjfcrtisemerits and puffs) of seven thousand one hundred and 
dollars is annually paid by the theatres of Phila- 
to purchase the good will of the gentlemen who di- 
*^i84he liberty of the press, which, with the receipts for ad- 
%rti8ittg, &c., amount to nineteen thousand one hundred and 
#fty-two dollars. A great deal has been said about black 
^il I this is a private affair, altogether iudependeut of the 
m^e^ement.^ if it exist, the actor or his friends pay that ; 
br^, eeitainly, nowdy will doubt tbe freedom of^ the press^ after 
reading this phapter, in its supervision of public amusements, 
following, written by Leigh Hunt, of the London Ex^ 
neiriy mty years ^o, form so good n glossary for 
reporters, that 1 cannot avoid transcribing them 
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A crowded 'kowie* — A theatre, on the night of a peiibnnaBG^ 
when all the back seatB and upper boxes are empty. 

A good acior.^The general term for an actor who give0 
good dinners. 

A fine aeion— One who makes a great noise : a tatterde- 
mall ion of passions ; a clap- trapper : one intended by nature 
for a towncrier. 

A ckarmng ^lay^A play of dancing, music, and scenery r 
a play in which the author has the less to do the better. 

Ore<iLi appltfw,'?<j.—Applause, mix^ with the hisses of the 
pit and gallery. ■ 

Unhoit^nded amjA'^virereaL ap'plame. — Applause mixed with 
hisses from the"t only. This phrase ^s frequently to be 
found at the bottom of the play bills, declaring the reoqptdon 
a new piece has met with. 

Leigh Hunt must certainly have had beforo him ''the 
vision” of the present newspaper critics, making aUowanee« 
fur progressive improvement in the art of puffing. 


CHAPTER XL, 

Opening of the Pittsburgh Theatre, by Dmneford. A failure, Burtpb, 
Forrest Mr. Tasistro in Hamlet Fanny EUaler. ‘ Mias JIane SloiU^j 
Tom Flynn. Rialey and Sons. A Wanton Act. End of the Season of 
181 J -M2. ‘ 


Linne^'ohd, who had become lessee of the Arch Street Theatre, 
opened the winter campaign of 1841, on the 7th of August, 
with Pizarro,” and " Simpson and Co.” His business for 
several months very good ; hue, as usual with the Arch Street 
property, it was a promise of success, to be succeeded by 
failure and abaudomneut. lie produced ''Rookwood,’' the 
" Bronze Jdoryc,” kc . ; finally departed fpr Pittsburgh, where 
the hist seabon had been so disastrous to me, notwithstanding 
the Slomans, M r. .Tones, Brough, Madame Otto, Miss Lee, (wiffi 
La Bayadere,) Eaton, H. J. Finn — all put forward claims to tl^e 
support of the Pittsburghers. The weather was so incleptent, 
that the stars, both from tho east and west, mot half frozen 
the top of tho Alleghany mountains, which was the barrier 
beyond which none could proceed for three Weeks. Mr. 
Jackson, tho present proprietor of the Bowery, was the 
manager. The theatre was open fur seventy-tWo nights, the 
average receipts sixty* two dollars ! I which, deducting the 
money paid to stars and actors for benefitfi^ would make*tho 
treasury receipts about forty dollars. Por tot time eiBOe 
the theatre was buiP^, the actors retumodf to JPhfiadelphia and 
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wHli a l>alan<;e due to them for ealairy, which Wa£< 
afterwards pidd ; at least one-hidf the company were arrested, 
and bailed by my friend, Geoi^e Beale, who started them on to 
me another .batch of chased actors from the Pittsburgh 
Thditreb This was the second losing season at Pittsburgh. 
The weather, and my ^wn folly in yielding to the wishes of a 
few, in oon^erting the pit into a parqnette, (which the gallery 
were determined should not be so occupi^ in peace, jeering 
erery one who took a seat in it, until it was replaced as a pit,) 
were the chief causes in «, bidding farewell to the theatre, 
which I made several attempts again to oc^dv. 1 bade fare- 
well to the last Hnk which had any hold n||Hmy regard as a 
manager. old Pittsburgh friends condeSRnd to call upon 
me when business brings them to Philadelphia, and we laugh 
.at the happy times we have passed within the walls of the 
now smoky palace^the Pittsburgli Theatre, to which, and 
its prcmrietor, Mr. E. Simpson, 1 wish success, most sin- 
cerely hoping that it may repay to him all losses he has sus- 
tained by others, as well as myself. 

Burton opened his National Theatre on Saturday, the 21st 
of August, .difleppointing the audience on the first night, 
Conner being unable to proceed with the play of “ Money.’* 
I was called upon to act Balmour, which I did cheerfully to 
oblige Barton. On Monday, the 2Srd, E. Forrest commenced 
an engagement. How be rims from one theatre to the other, 
like the fox, doubling, until he reaches his starting ground 
again ; more attractive by his temporary absence. It is a 
dangerous experiment, which his popularity alone enables him 
to punue with success. 

Burton produced "London Assurance,’ on the 15tli of 
November, with Browne, himself, Backstone, Miss Clifton, 
a^ Mrs. Fitzwilliam, five stars, determined to eclipse the 
Street, where Flynn had been too quick for him. He 
added an aviary of living birds, and fouiftains of real water, 
to the other attractions of scenery and properties ;^d thus 
dosed the year 1841. 

The Ohesnut Street Theatre, still languished- under the 
manai^ent of Mr. Pratt, Mr. Dinmore having retired, 
open^ for the season with " Much Ado about Nothing,** and 
" Faint Heart never won Fair Lady ” on the 28th of August, 
On the 31st, Mr. Tesistro, a gentleman well known in the 
litmry world, attempted to act Hamlet. He can handle his 
pen much bettor in a newspaper paragraph, than he could 
guide Ms tongue upon the stage through such a part. What 
is there so terrific in those foot-lights, which tonguetie the 
Piost loquacious who appear before them, while those beMud 
them see fie di^cuUy in the player's art 1 Let them try it. 
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jyir. Tasistro^ and^tliey mil be more lenient in tbeir etrictuiied 
upon you. ' , 

On the 3rd of September, the ** queen of danoe,^ Had. Fnnnj 
Ellsler, appeared in “ La Sylphide/’ and then La ^yadere 
but all in vain— the novelty was over. The attraction whmh, 
could enable a manager to pay such exorbitant terme, had 
ceased; this last engagement, bringing the Ohesnut Street 
Theatre nearer to the crisis which all oo^ld now predict.— 
Kichings attempted to revive several of the very old comedies; 
but there is now, alas ! no audience^n Philadelphia to appre* 
date such plays ; and it was a waste of money, for no good 
purpose. Barnil^ Budge” was next tried ; but melo-dmna 
rarely succeeds at this theatre, and nev%r, as the principal 
attraction — ^the scenery, stage, and machinery, v^t modem 
improvement, before, in this, any manager can compete with 
the Walnut Sfcreet Theatre, where every thing is perfect for 
such pieces. On the 5th of October, Hiss Jane Sloman appeared » 
as a pianist ; she did not produce the sensation expected. A 
theatre is not the place for such an exhibition, which belongs^ 
to the concert-room. Mr. and Mrs. Sloman performed on tho* 
samo evening, but the house was not worthy ot the occasion : 
her benefit took place on theaOth. On the 21st, the Bavel 
Family failed to attract even money enough to defray the cur- 
rent expenditure ; and on the 27th of October, the theatre 
closed for the season— a very short, and very unprohtable otie 
—with Biohings* benefit. Alas ! poor Ohesnut, Burton has 
sealed your doom, dragging himself down in the ruin he has 
created around him. 

On the 3lBt of August, the Walnut opened under the ma- 
nagement of Thomas Flynn, Atarshall the lessee, with a ne^ 
piece— a mixture of *‘IJndine” and the Naiad Queen” — 
entitled the Water Queen.” It failed, and merited its fate, 
the transparent sea being the only redeeming feature in the 
piece ; tiring the audience, until their patience was exhausted; 
and half of them left the theatre before the great scene wbjs 
brought before them. If Flynn failed in this, he shortly con- 
verted a defeat into a triumph, by producing the Naiad 
Queen,'’ and throwing down the gauntlet to Burton,— making 
a great noise about this piece, when he was quietly preparing 

London Assurance and took both Burton and the city by 
surprise, on the 6th of November, by a display of carpets, 
cushions, pianos, candelabras, chairs, tables, flower-pots, and 
statues — all real : played the comedy without the assistance of 
a star, and took the gold ofl the gingerbread, while the two 
other houses in Chesnnt Strret yrere dreaming upon the pcs* 
sibility of getting it ready. Had Flynn done nothing more 
during the season, the tact he displayed In this, proved his 
capaony to manage the theatre in a manner most likely to 
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8Uoo«is. Burton, with all his energy^ could not recover 
ficatn this hlpw, ;the stock company of the Walnut Street 
returning more money to his treasury^ than his five stats, in 
the same play. As to Mr. Pratt and Hr. Biohings, they seem 
to have gone to sleep ; and after both Burton and Marshall 
hadt surfeited tho city with the name of London Assurance,” 
they announced the Cheanut Street Theatre to open with this 
play, throwing away some hundreds of dollars, without the 
chance of any return to the treasury. 

The Arch Street Thoativa opened, under the management of 
Mr, Charles Porter, as fhe American Theatre, in contradis- 
tinction to the Walnut, which leaves out thsUrticle ; but soon 
tired of such folly, Mr. Porter resumed the old title of Arch 
Street Theatre. Ho comraeuced on the 28th of March, and 
. liUi^red on.tiU the 4 th of July; the season only remarkable 
for having introduced upon the stage Mr. Kisley and his sons, 

* since so well known to fame and Europe. The performance 
was here merely termed neat— so heat to him, it has produced 
fi fortune nHt. He has many imitators, but no successful 
competitor. His performance is both pleasing and elegant ; 
the ease with which the boys acoompUsh most astonishing 
feats adds to the xd^asure as well as the amusement of the 
audience. 

The National Theatre, under Burton, closed on the *20th of 
January, 1842, never again to open as ** his” theatre. He pro- 
ceeded to Baltimore, where the last nail was driven into the 
cofj^n that was to bury all his ambitious hopes of being alone 
the director of dramatic taste in the city of Philadelphia. 
The beautiful scenery was wantonly destroyed ; chopped to 
pieces, to prevent it falling into other hands ; and whether 
done by Burton or Newton, or by both, Mr. Burton’s reputa- 
tion ns 14 man suffered severely, without attaining the tihject ; 
for Welsh and Mann converted it into a splendid Circus and 
Amphitheatre, in a short time after the destruL-tion, intended 
to have been complete, was perpetrated. WeUli and Mann 
have reaped the harvest which Burton j)} an ted ; to them his 
ruin has been the source of emolument. There is also a story, 
which was made the subject of judicial proceedings, in Balti- 
more, against Hielge, the artist, of wantonly destroying the 
newly-painted scenery, at the Holiday Street Theatre, Balti- 
more, by priming it over with smudge, and also age’Jnst Mr. 
Newton, for so carelessly ripping out certain gas fixtures 
undertieath tlie stage, as to endanger the safety of the house. 
The atiist escaped by pleading orders received to prepare the 
canvas for repainting in some new piece, which never made 
its appearance,, and the manager's oondu^ beoame the subjeef 
of di*<«iflsion>- Mies Clifton also, who, It appears, only lent 
her name for ^ purpose of obtaining theatre for Button, 
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but wbo was never interested in the proceeds; was 
to answer for certsdn unpaid bills, wdilch, It is to be bope4# 
will teach her prudence for the future. Marshall was per- 
suaded to unite his forces with Pratt at the Ohesnut Street^ 
and, hy acting in concert, tosAve both theatres. The amoUnt 
of money agreed to be furnished by the former gentlen^^ 
was speedily swallowed up in the losses sustained ; and Mar^ 
shall, frightened from the course, wisely resolved to devote 
his attention entirely to the Walnut Street. Dr. Lardner 
commenced his scientilic lectures^ with great success; and 
Pratt announced* on the 2nd of March, 1842, that he had formed 
a coalition with W. E. Barton, and with a double company^ 
would open Old Drury, with the play of “Money/' and the 
farce 6f “ State Secrets.** This alliance offensive and defensive, 
between the belligerents, both iruined in the conUsit was made 
too late. ^Nothing could save either the managers or the 
theatres, which were both in the agonies of death. Hackett, * 
E. Eorrest, Miss Clifton, Signor de Begnis, all lent their aid in 
vain. The theatre closed its short season, passing out of th^ 
hands of Mr. Pratt, who had boon engaged in the manage- 
ment from the commencement of the partnership of Maywood 
and Co., in lS3ll;and thus ended the eventful season of 
1K41-2, in which all the theatres supported themselves longer 
-vvithout the aid of any European star (newly imported) than 
had happened for twenty years. To tnis circumstance is to 
be attributed the downfall of the Ohesnut Street Theatre, and 
the failure of Burton at the Kational. The Walnut can 
always do without this foreign aid, and the Arch Street 
never will do, w^h or without it, for a longer period than one 
f^cason, under any one manager. 


CHAPTER XLL 

'I’hc Era of Petticoat Government. Mr. and Mrs. Brougham. Concerts 
a la Mc^aud ut the Chcsuut Street. Charles Thorne at thoO lympic. 
The Black Raven. TJie failure of the Lady Manageress. Pills and 
Periodicals. The author opens the Olympic, Forrest and Mactoady, 
Letter of Forrest to the Editor of the LoSnow Timek. The Right to 
Hiss. 

I HOW record the era of petticoat government ; and as the 
world is now governed, directly or indirectly, let soverei^ 
man say what he pleases in denial,' I see no reason why the 
theatres should net placed directly uUder tbe inliartioe of 
the fair sex. The Cn^esnut Street Theatre was opened on the 
7 th of September, 1842, by Miss 'Mary Maywood/ a« tejseee; 
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iiid ts ihft ebookhoUm Atta^uted UR^^ptiteity of 
thidr theatre lo the mipmaiia^xtteiit of hCn. Eol^ Campbell 
!BCayweod» it #ae hut « joattriumph that they<fihould offer him 
thia leaae, aa the onljr person they could think of to redeem 
their iAterea;!^ He wisely declined all responsibility, placing 
hi^|aughter nt the head of the eatablishinent, he aasaming 
thcWlug. management only. The first performance under 
the new arrangement waa the " Man , of the World,” and 
“State Secrets:” the company — Biohinga, atage manager; 
May wood, acting managei^* W.B. Wood, Andrews, Matthews, 
Thomas Plaold6» Charles, Stanley, ^ Watson, Bberle, Jervis, 
Bowers* Godden, Hmea, Henrie, Pening, and Kelly, the promp- 
ter; Misses Maywodd, Ayres, Helen Matthews, Jones, Thomp- 
son* J^ornum* Sealer ^^eorge ; Mesdames J. G. Porter (Miss 
Huff,) Maywo^, Charlea* Thoman and Kogers. 

Tc cheokmate this move, Mr. Marshall, on the 22nd of Sep- 
"tember, announced that the Walnut Street Theatre would 
open, under ; the direction of Miss Charlotte Cushman, with 
^6 Belle's Stratagem,'* and “ A Nabob for an Hour. I 
reg^ 1 have no list of the company. 

The first effort of the rival'queens was Dr. Lardner, at the 
Chesnut Street Theatre, with “ Historical Sketches of the 
Bevolution,” and Tableaux Vivants and John Seiton with 
“Sixteen-string Jack,” and the “Golden Parmer,” at the 
Walnut Street Theatre. On the 17th of October, Miss May- 
wood received the powerful aid of Madame Celeste, while Miss 
Cushman offered, on the same night, in opposition, Mr. E. 
Forrest* at the Walnut Street Theatre. On tbe Slat of Ucto- 
uer, Mr. and Mrs. Brongxtam mode their first appearance, the 
lady M Lady Teazle in the “ School for Scandal,” and Mrs. 
Fitegig in the “ Irish Lion.” She waa a very bea utilui woman, 
but, as an actress, inferior to any one 1 call to miad as a lead- 
ing stock actress in any of our large theatres. Her success 
was greater than her pretensions en tied her to, but most 
unsatisfactory to herself — ^but vanity must sometimes meet 
with rebuke* Of her husband I am prepared to speak in a 
far different etrain. Mr. Brougham is the best representative 
of Irish characters who has ventured to appear since the loss 
of poor Power ; and even in Tim Moore, which Power ren- 
der^ so irresisrible* he made a most favonrable impression on 
the audience, retaining to this moment their good will when- 
ever he appeared before them. He was the original Dazzle 
iu4he play of London Assurance,” and as a light comedian 
he poiiesses the fiiet grdat requisite — he looks and moves like 
a gentl em n h ' npon the stage, a quality in which most of our 
actors are feiy deficient ; he has, likewise, all the spirit neceS'- 
to siiq|>poit the sprightly dialogue comedy. I do not 
thuik his starring engagements have aide4 hjh purse, but they 
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have giren Hm populadi^^ trill for ever 

most valuable xbember of a . good stock company^trliile hk 

Irishmen, he maf oocaaumally indulge^ as a star, trith succeia* 

* On the 5th of December, Hr. and Hrs. Se^in, and Hv. 
Shrival], commenced the lon^fost opm season ever contintied 
by an ilSnglish oompanji during tmich the^ produced ^vJhe 
Israelites in Sgypt,’^ and only suspended their perform^lces 
for a few nights, on account of the domestic calsmitjr of i^o 
Seguins/ in the deaths of two children, by scarlet fever ; until 
the 17th of February, wh^en a oomplimental benefit whS given 
to Mrs. Segmu, whose worth as a woman, no less than her 
talent as a singer, deserved, under the droumstanoes, Bc|ch an 
expression of feeling by the ladles of Fhifhdelphia. , The per- 
formances were Norma,’* and Zampa,'* two of the best 
operas which the troupe apted, and tlte receipts were worthy • 
of the o^Taaion. x must not forget to mention, that on the 
5i7th of (iiry.) 8 1 3 , t he Stabat Mater ” was produced at the • 
iSr-reet Tl^aatre ; hrst and second parts supported by Mr. 
^v.,:un\, Vir. Shnva.l1, 'ir. bichinga, Mr. Archer, Mrs. Seguln^ 
Mxm. Bailey, and Misa t oad. The Chesnut Street Theatre 
losod f.. fhe sca^o it-iIU Mrs. Seguin’s benefit. The receipts 
of tb't . t ra , ‘‘usou, ivhich must have paid the stars, does not 
^ppoai to hai ^;4isflcd the fair manageress, whose unpaid 
}.u<l aot s' salaries became, thus early, \ soouroe of an- 
lioy.T ce, K pub a very foolish card in the newspapers 
stating the i-orri "''.ces , 1 by the opera troupe, and the amount 
'oBfcby the11o':«tr^\ If the object was to excite sympathy or 
commiHcriition, it tailed to produce dther. Could she have 
«loiie better, «he not have pursut \ the engagement, and 

lew stars, (Booth and Jim Crow only can I call to recollection,) 
ever abate one cent of their demand, in favour of the theatre 
they may ruin, but to which, when the engagements are 
lorinv^d . they are expected to attract not only money enough 
to pay tlicir cngagemci't, but to yield a handsome surplus to 
t t roasury. If they fail to do this, the public will only laugh 

at manager for any complaint he may be foolish enoi:^ 
fcn utter, eithei in the play-bills or the newspapers, both 
fam for the truth of asseriiont / 

Oq the 15th of May, Miss Maywood attempted to retrieve 
lost grtKind, by fitting up the Chesnut Street Theatre as a 
grand Promenade, and giving Concerts a la The 

statues, the shrubbery, ana the fountain were all in good taste; 
but the orchestra, placed in the centre of the sta^, destroyed 
all the efiect. It broke the charm of the scene on the very 
threshold ; and, in attempting to promenade; a lady and gen- 
tleman could soarcely pass abreast of tibds ill-shaped lumbenug 
contrivance. The bal^d under the direction of Mr. Wat^ 
son, Bellini Smithy Mrs. Watson^ Miss Clarence Wells, Mn 
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tUd MiflMi ChUamini^ and IM not letet, iJia liofl 
plftiiiit Mr. lW(aoe. AU prbred failures; the Miioiiiablei 
made their iq^l^eamee on the ni|;lit, andi to speak tech* 
nioallf, thethinlf'did not take. Miss Maywood kept it open* 
thh‘ty>three nights, the hand dhniAiahing efvery week, and 
dnaUr closed, to resign the theatre, on the gist of July, into 
such hands as he sioukholders should dlotate^ 

On the Pth of January, 1843, Mr, Charles Thome, of the 
Chh^am Theatre, inKew York, opened Welsh's Olympic 
Theatre, (late Burton’s Kational,) with Boots at the Swan,'* 
Bell Upon Barth,” and ** Kill or Cure.” The very title of 
tha eooond pieoe was enengh to startle the oitinns, and raise 
a htie and cry aboift the morality of the drama. However 
(devep^e piece mi^t bd, it was an injudicious seleotion for 
* an opening Uight. Burton appeared here as a star. Kight-^ 
my mend k the proper way to redeem your fortune. 
*ToUr talent as an actor Is appreciated and sought after; 
abandon all thoughts of management, and live years will find 
you in a better condition than when you commenced your 
alteration of Cooke's Circus. Whether the atmosphere of this 
house rendered him petulant, or Mr. Thorne did not yield 
that courtesy which every manager should show to a brother 
manager, In distressed and broken circutostnuces, or Burton 
really neglected his rehearsals, as alleged, he refused io go on 
With his engagement, and on the 13th of January, I find him 
enounced at the Walnut Street, with Booth and Hill, in 
" Town and Oountry> Thome, in one week, abandoned the 
city, actors, carpenters, &o., to shift for themselves. 

Miss Charlotte Cushman, like Miss Mary Maywood, dis- 
covered that they were out of their proper sphere of action ; 
that the energy of a Madame Yestris, the only female who 
ever successfully conducted a theatre, did not belong to 
either Uf them. W. it Blake relieved Miss Cushman, at the 
Whluut^ the fbllowlng season ; and, divested of the cares and 
auhoyance of management, she surprised Mr. Macready, by 
iQgour of her performance in the Queen, in “ Hamlet,” 
Macbeth, &c.; which opened to her present good fortune 
’ high reputation. 

What has become of the Arch Street all this time, is scarcely 
worthy of notice, but for the fhot that Mr. Porter associated 
My. Pratt, so ungenerously ousted by his former friend and 
pai^er, Maywood, fTom all participation in the management 
of Old Drury. But It required longer heads and stronger 
purs^ thah P- &. P. possess, to make any thing of such a 
hopeless property. Pratt retired, and the doors were as 
usual clheiaS |0t% before the period aeeason should ba brought 
to its regular cni<du)|iloii. A Ifir. BoSsel was the nmrt lessee, 
Wbo strange td nay, bi reported to have made money^if he 
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he kept rtfueaug W pay faii actoitt* Oixe konai^ 
shoaldm by the appHoatioa ef a eowhide, £or tht defi4«3iiey» 
but 1 did net bear tnat this castigation produced the desired 
effect. The money he retained as liquidating daihagos ^or 
the assault n}>on his person^ 

Daring this titne, I iras quietly oocupied behind tny opuu^, 
selling mf pills atid periodloals, furnishing my Iriandairith a 
capit^ engar, and refusing offers of the most advantageous 
kind to assume the management ^f various theatroa; one 
ff*om my fri^j^ Simpsosi* ox Pittsburgh, so liberal that 1 ihar 
to record it^ mt Only because my veracity might he called in 
question^ but that eve^ body would esnialm^what a fopl t 
if he refused sUch an offer, he deserves overy oril that may 
hereafter fi^ upon his hoad. But I was dateimined never . 
again to place my foot upon the stage, while there remained 
a possibility of obtaining a living by any other method. Day* 
by day, 1 saw the amount of my sales decrease^ for wapt of 
means to maintain the system of advertising 1 had com; 
mmioed, and which proved so successful ; yet 1 despaired ned:^ 
until I fbund that the profits, so ffir from supporting my 
family, were so small^ that we were eating up the goods bo* 
longing to other people. Then 1 came to a lull step, while 
the dendency was within the power of control. 

My old partner, Lewis T. Pratt, noW made a proposal to me 
to unite with him, and make application for the Ohesnut Street 
Theatre, which, after the failing season,^nder Miss Maywood, 
was advertised to let. Maoready, and ptner stars of nmne and 
talent were known to he engag^ for the Park Theatre, New 
York, and with such aid, OhI Drury generally had been sue* 
oessful } without it, for the last twenty years— jievcr. We made 
the application* which was favourably received $ b^t before 
we forwarded the signatures of those gentlemen We had pro- 
posed as security for the payment of the rent, Hr. HarshaU, 
ci the Walnut Btreet Theatre, made an offer, which by the 
payment of a few hundred dollars in advance, secured the 
lease. Bo ended that ; but as 1 never suffered mmlf be 
defeated in any project my mind wa«i bent upon, when pe^e- 
verance could secure the object of my wishes^ I at once deter- 
mined to obtain the National Olympic; and tnmin^ver in 
my mind the beat means of obtaining possession pf dWheatre, 
wmoh, as such, had failed under Burton, Thome, Amherst, 
and Biehings, Mr^ iTohn H. Oxley presented himself suddenly 
before me, to ask my advloe upon the subject of business. 1 
told him I had made up my mind to take th^ National. He 
* proposed joining me id the speculation, and in three days from 
our first oonversation, the lease was 4giied, and possession ob- 
tained. The difloulty was, to ebta^ a Qompany at so late a 
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period i |n we Vkiooeeded beyond our et]^«oiatiottA We 

bad WemjfiBL HaMews, Bbaw, MoBSop, Lewie, Winass, 
faulkneiv B'iaimatng^ Beolcet^ jeniB, Oollingboume, F. Myers, 
Edwsrd% Ooltia, Brown, Bowers, Horn and Neal; Mrs. A. 
Knight, Madison, Abbott, Cantor; Misses Thompson, Wheeler, 
Nonnan, IL Koore, Downs, Porter and Smith— -a very good 
anhy of names. We opened on the 2Srd. September, 1843, 
with the Honeymoon,** and ^ FerfeOtion.** BeOmpts 38 dollars; 
not a very flattering prospect of success. Oxley was anxious 
to obtsin the aid of Jamei Wallack, whp had just returned 
from Borland. Although I agreed perfectly ^h him^ that 
the name in our anneunoe bill would add strengIK I eautioned 
him against expeetiflg much in the way of attraction flrom Mr. 
Wallaok; yeti supposed, after an araence of two years, we 
might oaloi^e upon engaging him without loss. liis first 
ni^t was only 11? dollars; his whole engagement, second 
might, 62 ; third, 7 $ ; fourth w drat benefit 

308 1 1 i then, 48; 64; 84; 48; 52; Ms second benefit and 
last night, 80; whole amount, 677 dollars. Paid Mr. Wallack 
!&7 6 doUars, for twelve nights. The disaBtrous eommenoement, 
although it disarranged onr plans, did not frighten me, know- 
ing that E. Forrest, with whom we ought to have commenced 
our season, and who was engaged expressly to oppose Macready, 
at the Ghesnut, was to follow. The plan was, not to act on 
the same night the same play, but to follow each performance ; 
if Macready played to-night, we acted it the follow- 

ing night, &c. By these means, we succeeded in creating an 
excitenssntAo wituesB the diflerent style of tw6 actors, at the 
head of their profession, in the mvae parts. We had the best 
of the contest, until the petulance of Mr. Forrest's temper upon 
trifles, induced him to leave hastily for New York, and gave 
him the appearance of running away from a contest in which 
he was redSy the victor. If regret could have availed, he ex- 
pressed Mxmwlf freely upon the subject, repenting at leisure 
the hurried aetien of a moment. " Ira fttror Irevis eH/* used 
to be a copy at school for Latin beginners ; Mr. Forrest would 
do well to transli^te and ebnsider it ; it would have saved him 
from the very ridiculous position he occupied in the blind of 
ev^ thinking man, for the petty malcvplenCe iThich, for in- 
juries, real or supposed, he exhibited in hissing Mr. Macready, 
ip the Elinhurgh Thm^tre. Let me ask my American readers 
what would have been the fate Of Mr. Macready, if he had dared 
to hiss Mr, E. Forrest in any theatre in the United States! He 
would have been turned out, if not otherwise maltreated ; 
certainly never have been allowed to act again in America, 
notwithstanding riie u^idoulted ri^kt he might claim as an audi- 
tor te express his disapprobation. Lueky it was for Mr, E» 
Forrest that John Bull rarely ifroubles himself about these 
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trifling quftrr»l of tm htj^oowigdi nneme* 

q^eno6 in Great Bdtain to any but themse^w | and I 10 
not even able to malce capital out of it ior bianainve America 
-^TTbicbi in oWity, I am compelled to suppose^ muat bate 
been bis motive. ^ His own good sense Assures nim beis wtong> 
and having failed to ^produce even a newspaper ^citement 
beyond a passii^ paragraph) be is ashamed the littleness of 
bis conduct. What a pity great men idLould tbimenpose tbek 
weakness. , , < , 

1 copy the following letter from t^i^ew York SpiritvOf the 
Timofi) of tbj^ib of May* ISifl : 

^FOEREST Asn MA0EEid)Y. 

*' Totub Eoirpa ov tsb London Times* — S lU.-tiaving seen in your . 
jouruAl of the I2th instant* anaxticle headed ^'Professioiis} Jealousy a 
part of which originally appeared in Tfte Scotsman publiidied in Edin* • 
burg* I beg leave* through the medium of your columns* to state that aj; 
the time of its puhUeation* I addressed a letter to the Editor of The ScoU^ 
man upon the 6ub»}ece* which* as I then was in Dumfries* I sent to a ftiend* 
in Edinburgh* requesting him to obtain its'lnscrtion^ butasi was informed 
T^e Sceteman refused to receive any communication upon the subject* I 
need say nothing of the injustice of this refusal. Here then I wasdisposed 
to l|.et the matter rest* as upon more mature reflection* 1 did not deeiqlt 
worth further attention ; but noW| as the matter has assumed a question*' ' 
able shape by the appearance of the article in your journalj* I feel called 
upon, although reluctantly* to answer it* ^ 

There are two legitimate modes of evlnci^ approbation and disap^ 
probation in the theatre— .one expressive of apj^bation, by cluing of, 
hands* and the other by hisses to mark dissent ; and as wal.timed «ind 
hearty applause* is the Just meed of the actor who deserves well* so niso 
is hissing* a salutary and wholesome corrective of the abuses of the 
stage; audit was against one of these abases that 1113 ^ dissent was ex- 
pressed* and not* as was stated; 'with a view of expressing his (my) 
cliaapprovtd of the manner in which Mr. Macready gave eflbet to a pai*> 
tlcular passage.’ The truth is* Mr. Macready thought to Introduee a 
fhney dance into his perfornmnee of 'Hamlet** which I thought; Ohd,/ 
still think* a de|secratIon of the scene* and at which I evinced that flUap- 
prohation* for which the pseudo-oritic is pleased to term me an, ' offen- 
der** and this was the only time during the performance that I did so* 
ahliough the writer evidently seeks* in the article alluded to* to convey a 
diflbrent impression. It must be observed also* that I Was by no means 
■ soUtary* in this expression of opinion. 

That a man may manifest his pleasure or displeasure after me recog- 
ntxed^mode* according to ^the best of his judgment* actuated by proper 
motives* ^nd for justifiable ends* is a right* Which* uiitll now* 1 have 
never once heard questioned* and 1 contend, that right extends equally 
to an actor, in his capacity as a spectator* at to any other man* beHdei < 
from nature of his studies*, he is much toore competent to Judge of* a, 

theatridH i^^formgnoe than any sol-dfsanf britic* who has never 
he^an aptor. The writer oi the 
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unvamDUbly sMo^led im? ou( for put^c animadverBion, has eare^Uy 
omitted to Notice ^ foot^ that 1 warmly applauded several points of Mr. 
Ml^eady’s parfotnance i and more than once I regretted that the audP 
once did not second me in so doing. As to the pitiful charge of profes 
sional jealousy prcfexred against me, 1 dismiss it with the contempt it 
merits, oodddentty relying upon ali those of the profession witli whom I 
have been associated, for a refutation of this slander/' 

, " Yours, respeotfdlly, 

March> 1846. **' EnwiK Forhkst/' 

— 3Wmes, 4tA qf JpriL 

Did ever man oocupyi% the poBition of JJr. E. Eorrest, 
pen 80 many lines of bombast and egotism, ||||pe liere pa- 
raded for publication. The audience of wK Edinburgh 
Theatre are fdlly able to appreciate the talent of Mr. 
Ma!5rea4y, vrithout taking iheir cue trom Mr. E. Forrest ; nor 
can hia opinio# of Mr. Macready’s acting, alter the poeition 
^ho now holds of the first Tragedian belonging to tiie English 
etag^ aaj more than could Mr. Maoready's opinion of him 
wr^ from Mr. E. Forrest the proud distinction he Justly 
weawr of being the first Tragedian of the American stage — a 
title sufficiently honourable to gratify the pride and ambition 
of any man. Let him gain **Wys’’ in a foreign land, if he 
can* but hi^ can win no prouder station than he holds, atnong 
his own countrymen. Mr. B. Forrest is evidently smarting 
under the hisses directed towards him at the Princess* Theatre, 
o# his first appearance' there. His vanity forbids him to place 
these to the account of want of talent m himself, or error in 
Judgmi^t of those who ejtercised a right (a very doubtfnl one) 
so to ea.pr^ thtar opinion.' Bat Mr. Maeready was accused 
in the newspapers of having paid per^ns to insult Mr. E. 
Sfatrest. Mr, Forrest believes no such nonsense, but appears 
to have been over-anaious to, repay Macready a supposed debt 
of this land.- , ^8 a .stage director few possess the tact and 
judgment of Macready; and if he did introduce a fancy 
dance in f'HamleC’ (in whkt scene we are left in the dark,) 
his judgment no doubt cpuld give a sufficient reason 

for 4he introduction. Jf it was on the stage where the tra- 
enacted before the Oourt of Denmark, 1 can, as a stage 
manager, ace no ohjeotiou to such a dance, as the prelude to 
the performance whi<ffi follows, rather tending to remove sus- 
picion of the trap be (Haufiet) Has desigufSi to “catch the 
^nsoiehee of the king.” Be it as it may, Mr; Forrest, ns an 
hdtbr, wrong in the theatre to expre^ an opinion at all. 
He % tbo old an artist; not to have witnessed more than once 
an audit^t or several auditors, turned out.by the mandate of 
the pit lbr |n|;erfupt^ the performance, by Msses to the 
ennoyanop ^ the mgnnity assemble to witness a pky, al- 
my cEenhun^ a until now. 
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he has never once heard questioned;’ Why, in th^ Chesuut 
Street Theatre, iu 1826, during the performauoe of Kean in 
Othello” — »'Mr, Wood told the audlonce he had desj&htdhed 
jOicers to eapel such as disturbed the audience, and that ihej^ 
should be prosecuted to the utmost rigour ol tUo la^, The 
officers did thfeir duty, and the pla^y went off without the 
slightest noise. It is generatly believed that the disturbance 
was occasioned by some ap^ntice boys, who were lured to 
express that dislike to Mr. kean, their employer was fearful 
of exhibiting himself .” — United States Gazette. 

• 

K this prd||edmg was correct, what becomes i^fihe ripM to 
kiss ? " ^ 

I think it was pretty strongly questioned, although 1 agree 
with Mr. K Forrest, that it is the beat corrective of thedbusea 
of the stage, and judiciously exercised, of service to the actor. 
It is the only censure he dreads, and is most sensitive upon 
but should never be exercised by one aclor towards another. 

“ We have received the following* note from our frilow- 
citizen, Mr, Hackett,” says the Courier and Enquirer of ,Hay 
9 th, 1646, ‘Uo which we give place with pleasure 

''To TUB Editors of tub Covbier and SvutumRR,— Will ycruaStofd 
me the medium of replying to various inquirers, who are desirous to 
learn whether either of iny old editions of Shaks^dare’s 'Hamlet' con- 
tains any authority for Mr. Macready’s having introduced a *f®^ocy 
dance^ before the play-scene in that tragedy. 

“ Im.PRTMi8— I presume curiosity upon the subject to have grown out 
of the repoblicatiou here of the following paragraph fu>m H Eftitlsh 
journal ; — 

“ * Mr, Macue\dv and Mr. Forrest Mr. Edwin Forrest, the 
Americun Tradc'gian, has written to Uie Eoiidon Times, justifying his 
conduct in hissing Mr. Macready diiring his petformance of ' Hamlet,* 
nt the Edinburgh Theatre. He states, he frequently applauded parts of 
whJhh he approved, and had an equal right to hiss at passages which lie 
thought erroneous. The truth is, says Forrest, Mr. Maci^ady tliought fit 
to introduce a fancy dance into his performance of * liamlet,’ which I 
thought, and still think, a desecration of the scene.’ 

1 will venture to explain, what I suppose, Forrest meahi by a ** 
dance/' * . 

** Hamlet, after hisinstructioos to the players, and hiS oonfidentAial re* 
marks to his firiend, Horatio, just hefpre the play-scene eommenc^s, ob- 
serves to him—' They are coining to the play— I must be idle— -get you a 
place.” Consequently, 1 have always understood Hamlet to mean by the 
woididte, in this situation, that he must seem to have no fixed motive 
or industrious object, durijlg tbd perforinanoe of the play about to be re- 
presented, policy dictating the expedieacy of his appearing listless and unoc- 
cupied, in order 4hal his guilty uncle, the king, might disregard his pre- 
sence, attend closely to the play, fnd becio^ entn^ped into some 
Uonsofciompunctlpiiaiodxem^/ ' . 
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** Mr. however, when I saw him act 'Hamlet* at the Pork 

Thiatre) Ih 1815, appeared to construe the word idle very diiHsrently i . for 
the. reaicm that he immed^tely assumed the manner of a silly youth, 
tossed his heiMi rllfht and left, and sklpt>ed back and forth, ahroSs the stage, 
five or six times iyefore the footiighte, at the same time sw} telling his 
handkerchief, held by. aeorner over his right and’lcft shoulder alternately ; 
indeed# mak^g gyrations nid. unlike those fire-ribbons, which I have seen 
idle and thoughtless urchins out in the air# with a stick burnt to a live coal 
at oni^ end, until the whole court have had suihcieiit. time to parade, and 
be seated, until Hamlet finds himself addressed by the king, who enquires 
after his health. / 

therefore submit whethei^^his manner of Mr. M'aqready's rendering 
the scene upon the stage, is not what was only compara||pe/^ referred to 
as * ajdnc^ danee,^ by Mr. Forrest, being elsewhere, also, alluded to as 
• apas detttouekoirJ fit "all events, 1 beg to state, that in no edition 
of ihakspeare which I own, or have ever seen, is tl^re any pretext for the 
. iutxoduidiQn of a dn^sce. before * the playHBcene, or upon the stage erected 
for the perfonnanoe before the king and court of Denmark. 

The public's obedient servant, 

<* Jab. h, Hackett. 

" Astor House, April 29th, 1846«” 

Who made Mr. Haokett ‘^^.sole judge and umpire'* of an* 
other's thougto 1 He kaa no pretension to be admitted as a 
tragediim..<yHi8 attempt to act a few eharacteiii written by 
Shwpeare, always give rise to a sneer and a smile by the 
aetdm; while oont^pt would be a better word to ex- 
pres^fthe feelinjjs of the audience, who are rarely numeroue 
upou Buch occastons. In his own sphere, Hackett is an actor 
above smdiocrity ; but as a tragedian— good lack 1 good lack f 
— he, writes ^ if he, would say with the immortal bard — 

I am Sir Oracle, 

When 1 ope my lips, led no dog bark.” 

He knowA enough of the buaine^ of the stage, to know that 
two actors ra^ly play the same part in exactly the same, way 
-^surely,, npbody will think of hissing Mr. Charles Kean for 
the (^eat ita|)rovezUent’ he has presented tp the public, iu the 
display introduced into the tragedy of ** KIchard the Third 
yet Mr, Hackett will look in ^inat his, two old editions of 
ShakespAre, cr his twenty-two modern one^ if he possesses 
' them, for the authority for such melo-dramatic display. Every 
actor, occupying the high station claimed by Mr. E. Eorrest 
or Mr. Maoready, has alwajAbeen allow^ to regub^te the stage 
buslpi^ ef th(^e aopUef in which they are engaged ; and unless, 
whilii aU arbUnd is ^fogresait^ WC are prepared te let the 
stage stand' i^ll, evetir, effoirt of a master mfud, aUhough It 
may hot be saej^essiu1«^1forthy of a fair tThd, and edioum be 
preteiMi frail all hstahltls from the professi^ny jealous as they 
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always have been of tbo auoceia ebcb obtains wA iih0 q^iher* 
Forrests calculation no doubt Was, that, aa in America;^ at 
Boston and Baltiiaote^ they drote Hr. Kean from their stage^ 
for an iiapertuienoe they would not brooh, eo the Edinburgh 
people would ohaBtise hie ineolenoe as a foreign artiat. If they 
had driven him from the stage in Great Britimi, the ex^tmant 
and sympathy of the dtizens of the United States would have 
BecuiWd such a suooessiQn of triumphant engagements in the 
theatres in America, as never could be dreamed of by anactoTf 
and he would have closed his profesri^mal career, (if such really 
be his purpose, as he stated In Dubun,} in a perfect blase of 
glory. ^ 

Let me now leave England, and retuth to tho National 
Theatre in Philadelphia where after FortesfO departure, •the 
'^Hysteries of Paris,” dramatised by John Sexton, F. 0* 
WemysB, and James Gann, was placed upon the stage with a 
celerity which astonished every body. ** The King of the 
. Mist,” scenery by Kussel Smith, kept up the attraction, until, 
-on the 28th of December, we had recovered lost ground^ and 
appeared to have the tide of success full in our favour, with 
Silabie, the Ellsler Brothers, the Virginia Minstrels, Ac. 
Booth offered to play, but I confess 1 was afraid of him ; he 
had been playing his usual antics in Boston and Ntfw York. 
I was decidedly opposed to making an attempt, which, if fob 
lowed by a failure, would have agam ruined all chanoe of the 
suooees which now seemed withm our grasp ; unfortunatriy^ 
Mr, Oxley yielded to my opinion. Had I permitted him on 
this occasion to exorcise his own judgment, Booth’s triumphant 
engagement at the Walnut Bti^, which turned the tide of 
popular favour back to that theatre, would have been outs. 
Never did Booth act better, behave more steadily, or draw 
more money than during this engai^ement in Philadelphia, 
(which I had thrown away). A singular piece, under the 
ritle of Blud-arNouns,” in which the actors were all firogs, 
posaearing much merit, was produced, from the pen of Dunn 
English. Several soenes were muoh applauded t but it was 
too long, and beoame tiresome—the ourtain fell, not to rounds 
of applause, bdt to a shower of groans and his^. ** Oieola,” 
a play by OoL Sherborne, Handy Andy,” ** The Enchant^ 
Lake,” « Tara,” “landa,” "The Imp,” **Rookwood,” "Ma* 
zeppa,” *']^bert Emmet, Tom and Jerry in Philadelphia,” 
and another drama by Dunn English, entitled the ** Doom of 
the Drinker,” fSedled to produce money. Our hard fougb^ 
and dearly gained battle, was snatolmd &oxn our grasp in the 
veif hour of victory end trium^, by <me false move. We 
closed on the 27th of April, outer a naemh of 165 nij^tiU 
which the lessees, Wridi and Haxui| were only partiee 
0 
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wko ddwved any benefit Oxley retired from tbe manage* 
meat} and i made preparations to re-opep on the 11^ of Hay. 
I aent for Landers from New York, and with the aid of John 
TITiscr, the artist produced '‘Fortnuio” in a ttylo whioh, 
under any other eironmstances, mast have suceeeded. The 
unfortunate riots in May, 1844, when bloodshed and murder 
roamed throaghout certain portions of the distriotSi placed 
the c^y under matial law. The proclamation to that effect, 
was issued on the very day I purposed opening— the conse- 
quence— nobody could at^^nd the theatre for thirteen nights. 
1 struggled on, ta close without a hope of future effort. The 
theatre was surrendered to General Welsh, who determined 
to establish an ahiphitheatrd upon the scale of Astley's in 
London. He has succeeded, and with the enterprise and ca- 
pital he posseses, must succeed. Welsh and Mann’s amphi- 
theatre in the city of Philadelphia, is destined to become a 
conspicuous place of public amusement, whose fsme will re- 
sound throng every city in the Union. 


CHAPTEE XLII. 

The Ch.e9ii.ut and Wainut United. Miss Cushman Resigns. J. M. Field. 
G. Vandonhoff. Woilacli:. Macrcady. Burton opens the Arch Street. 
¥r- Anderson. Pratt and Wwnyss again together. The Monks of 
Monk Hall.*’ Fear of a Row. Mr. Crisp. Mrs. Mowatt. The 
,), Ethiopian Opera Company* Mr. Fry's Opera of **JLieonora.’* Con- 
clusion* JP^nfs Carowa C^us. 

Thx Cyi^nut and Walnut Street Theatres being once more 
muted under the same management, Marshall opened tho 
OJ4 Drury on the 7th of September; W. E. Blake announced 
as exclmivc stage manager; U. Cnahman acting manager— thus 
giving the lady an opportunity of resigning her digruty with- 
ont wounding her professional reputation. Man and Wile,’* 
and a Lover by ^roxv,” in which J. M. Field, an actor 
whose reputation depeamj more upon the skill with which he 
writes for a newBpaper--^(boionging to the corps editorial 
we must support hun; — thw dramatic tact or genius, played 
Oharlas Awfi^caurt and Harry Lawless. He appeared among 
US, and departed agsin without an enquiry made. On tho 
14th of September, Walnut opened with Laugh when 
you Can,” and “ Woman's Life” — here the error committed 
by Maywood A; Co.^ of chaining seventy-i^ve cen^s and fifty 
cents M tlie Ohesnat Street Theatre, to see the same company 
it lumoving the cornar of ^inth and Walnut 
Street, were only worth fifty cents for tho hexCU fin'd twenty- 



five cents for t|ka !wbs ooinxniited, O. Vajedenlietf was thd 
pnly star* The (^esnut Street was oconpied Iby ike French 
Opera company until the 23rd of Octeoer, when MaOreadj 
opened as Macbeth. Qn the 13th of November, the 
Company, under TatteUini, played BeUini's “Nonna” in iid 
original laneuage ; produced “ BelUeario,” 11 Puritanl,^ 
“ Lucia di lammeurmooT,’” and “ Gemma di Verify.’* Wallack 
played on the 29th of November,' followed, by Haokett hn the 
7th of December, Ole Bull aBtoniehed the audience by the 
wonderful execiition of his bow. On the 18thr Macready re- 
turned, playing “The Bridal,” and the theatre closed for the 
Beason on the 26th ; minus, how many dollani, Mr. Marshall 3 
This is the first taste you have had of theebitters of manage^ 
ment; your actom unpaid; your credit out of doors for 
the first time sullied ; your legitimate sphere of action, the 
Walnut Street Theatea, occupied by Howes as a circus ; and 
the folly demonstrated of one man attempting to conduct 
two theatre^ sin the same ci^ at the same time. 

Mr. Burton, not contented with the success which crowned 
his efforts as an actor everywhere, again grasps the truncheon 
which had fallen from the hands of Busg^I and Devema, and 
assumes the management of the Arch Street Theatre, on the 
8d of June, 1844. Chance threw into hit hands somovexc^- 
lent actors: George Barrett, Burke and wife, and othM 
returning from the south and west, enabled him, after the 
first week or two, to carry on a war with some prospeel of 
success; and where success attends him« he is always indefa- 
tigable in his exertions. Finally, he obtains the theatre froln 
Mr. Lovatt, and opens for the fall season, on the 9th Septem- 
ber, with Mr. Macready as Hamlet ; £. Forrest pldying en th^ 
same night, at the Walnut Street, whose season he congneneed 
on Saturday, the 7t}i, as Damon, determined to have one night 
to himself before commencing the contest a second time, in 
which he was so successful before-^-tbe chance had fied. 
Macready^ »t the Arch Street ThedtrO too, had the best of tho 
battle, it ^ing announced as his fiirewell ettgagetnoht in l%i* 
ladelphia. Throughout ’his tour of the United States, he 
encountered M. E. Forrest, either on Sesame night, or imioiC- 
diately preceding him, or announced In the bills to. foBort 
him. Mir. Macready uttered no complaints upon this deter- 
mined dogging of his traisk, which proved detrimehtsl to his 
purse, if not his reputation. Then why ^Ould Mr; E. Fotrest 
or his friends charge Mr. Macready with uhfairnest, if conduct 
to him, in England t 1 do not beUeve Mr. MaOraaBy sufiered 
themovements of Mn E. Forrest, in London, to engoge his 
attention for an Instant, although thi^ course of conduct Mr. 
Forrest pursued m the United Btates, Mgbi JPAdr 
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Fdirest io fispect some retaliatioii^ irhm the titles were 
diaiigedj end the Ankerlcan tragedian whs the forel(gn artiet. 

The eetoon 1843*14, was noted for the numher of nmfiioians 
of talent who vidted Ameiioa, Ole Bnll, Tieua Tempa, Wal< 
lace, Nagel, &c., ke. Ole Bull waa the only fortunate one ; 
afhereyor he played, the enthusiaam of the dUetianti filled hia 
pochehl, while the Concerts of all the other woro but thinly 
attendd^ 


ANDERSON, 

A man unknown to fhme, of the Macready school, with- 
out a^ime imitatiaA, appeared as Hamlet, in the Arch Street 
The;to : hia engagement was not profitable to Manager Bur- 
ton,* who terminated It rather abruptly, to produce Put- 
nam;** but on a second vidt to the Gheanut Street Theatre, 
under Pratt and WoisyBB, and a third one with Burton, hia 
talent had been more justly appreciated. The attempt made 
to him him off the stage, in re^fation for PorreatlB reception 
in Lbndon, Was fromed down; and what might have proved 
ML unpleasant termination to his career in Philadelphia, be- 
came uie mehns of fixing him firmly in the estimation of the 
play j^oing publio. His latest merit as an actor is the 
eamelil manner with which he enters heart and soul into 
the aSiamption of character, and neyer fiaga from the oom- 
mehoement to the termination — thus oarrYing hia audience, 
onee enlisted in hia fovour, with irreBiatible force along with 
him* There is something too much of vehemence in hia 
Ctode Hehiotte ; and it u only the earnest maimer in which 
he pexforms hia task that covers the glaring ahaurdity of the 
tdrminatioin to the fourth act. His impersonation of the 
Stranger is the beat I can call to xecoUeetion, dnoe Edmund 
Kean, who was in this diaiacter unapproaohM by anv artist 
of his day- M^. Anderson’s future career in the United States 
will be dunilsr to that oi Sr. James Wallaok at the same age 
—triumph upon triumph awaits him— his reward, a fortune 
in a brief i^oe. But, to return to his first engagment, by 
which, haring reaped neither fhme or money, he was so loud 
in his demmeiaiion of BurtonB treatment, as to publicly de- 
clare nothing could induce him to act in any theatre over 
which BuiWi had the alightest oontroL Burton’s good luck 
overcame this obstacle, when Anderson was a card worth 
contending tdt* Sr. Rodney engaged him to act at the Holi- 
day Street Theatre in Baltimore, but could procure no actors ; 
hia first two nights gave promise of such a brilliant engage- 
nient» that when Ro&^ was unable to keep Ids theatre open, 
ho was induced to bury the hatchet, and act with Burton, at 
tha Front Street Theatre, wlure, onoe reconciled, he induced 
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him to return to the Arch Street l^eatre^ tsty io otu^ 
regret. There is now a strohg desire to see hkB again ; and 
his next engagement in the Quaker City will be a great one^ 
act at which Theatre he may — the Arch, the Chesnut/ or the 
Walnut. 

My old partner, Pratt, having obtained the lease of the 
Chesnut Street Theatre, after delays which rendered ancoess 
all but hopeless, made me the proposition to try our fortunes 
once more together — and on the — day of Octofcer we opened 
with “ Simpson and Oo.,” ''Love itf Humble Life,” and ** The 
Blue Domino.” John Sef!on, sta^ manager; the oompianv — 
W. Chapman, Jamieson, Charles Howar(L Wemyss, C. Smith, 
Jordan, Byrne, Mossop, Fortest, Stafford Dawes, 

Brunton, Anderson, Grierson, Kemble, Solomon, Sullivan; 
Miss H. Matthews, Mrs. A, Knight, Mrs. Jordan^ Mrs, Kemble, ' 
Mrs. Smith, Miss M’Btide, Mm. Forrest, Mrs. Hautonville. 
the Misses Wagstaff, Miss Archer, Miss Sinclair, the dancer 
Petite Gertrude, and Madame Ceh^te. In the commencement 
we were doomed to disappointmint ; Miss Kekon, who wan 
engaged to open the theatre, did not arrive ; the Saturday 
ni^t was lost, and the bill announced for Mo^^y, which we 
determined. Miss Kelson or po Miss Kelson* shOhld Commence 
the season, was changed from ** La BylpMde” to the three 
farees named ; and on Wednesday, when the lady did appeeg, 
she played to a beggarly account of empty boxea-^yet insisted 
on playing thegix nights, which yielded her nothing and kept 
the people out of the theatre. Jim CrOw Eire was ^e neegt 
star, and the admirable manner in which he acted the bur- 
lesque opera of ** Otello,” made his enj^ement profitable to 
himself, and of course acceptable to the managers* His re- 
engagement was not so successful ; but thus^ far, desmte of all 
opposition, we Were successful in the pudn point-* wt is, in 
paying the ectors regularly. A Mr. lippard was publishing a 
book entitled T^e Monks of Monk Hall,** in which he ex- 
posed, right and left, the profligacy both of the rich end pow- 
erful, and the poor and worthless of the city of Philadelphia. 
By the advice of my worthy friend, AshbeU Gre^, at that 
time one of the Deputy Attorney Generals, 1 procured an in- 
terview, and he drew up a contract, for Which, under oertalil 
considerations, Mr. Lippard agreed to dramatise has OWn work 
for the Chesnut Street Theatre, and ip furnish mo with a 
copy of tho play in fourteen days from the date of bur agree- 
ment. The scenery was painted, the properties arranged, and 
the piece anhounded for rq>resentatio]i. Ko sooner had the 
bill been placarded, than young Mercer, tried and acq^tted 
for the murder of Peb^on, gsawted the bill-pceter, some one 
having told him that ha figured oopepicueusly in it. Judge 
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Coaitd, tty old and good friend, ouue np to inT house in a 
Btate of gr€»t ezdtementp to «aj tbat eom^ody had told him 
he hgured in the play. I told him that he ought to know toe 
better than to Buppose X would tolerate Buch a thing against a 
frieadj and handed him the sheet to which he allacled, his 
name having been, struck out by my own hand from the play. 

completely satished bin, and he departed with his good 
opinion of me, I am sure, not lessened by our interview, 
Down I went to the theatre — here there was excitement 
upon excitement — everybcidy waa of belief that there must 
be a fling at them — some ]aughed~* 6 thei 8 swore — while some 
threatened, — ^and Mt Singleton Mercer actually applied for 
two huudr^ pit tickets, to give away, for the purpose of a 
gran<^row, which my treasurer was fool enough to refuse to 
sell him : he afterwards purchased taentyjive / and when the 
,play was withdrawn he actually had the impudence to request 
the return of this money. My friend Green, now with me, 
looked over the play, and cm Saturday night gave me his opi- 
nion that there was nothingethat could reasonably be objected 
to in it— 'he and those connected with the theatre alone had 
only seen the tosnnscript. Threats of tearing down the thoatrci 
sacking to, were now openly heard ; and to all applica- 
tions my ^wer was — this play will certainly be acted on 
Monday night. So closed the Saturday performance ; at least 
an assurance to the manager of a full house on Monday, let 
the fesult he^what it might. The play bills, on Sunday, were 
the magnets of universal attraction ; wherever one was posted, 
there was a crowd perusing it. At two o’clock, 1 received a 
note from Mr. M’Cail, the mayor of the city, desiring to see me 
at his house, at four Cdook, upon a subject that would not 
brook delay. I presumed it was the " Monl» of Monk Hall,” 
and repaired with a play bill, at the time stated. His hondur 
met toe with bland cotortesy, and informed me that my play- 
bill was libellous — directed me to see Mr. Green, (deputy 
attmey-genend,) with whom he had a conversation on the 
subject, and to see him again at his office at nine o'clock on 
Monday morning. Away I hied to my friend Green. What 
could we do 1 We both laughed. Well,*’ said he “ this is a 
pretty aflair— I approved your suggestion — I advised you to 
affair ; and now as a public officer, I may be called 
you for acting it. 1 tell you there is no powet to pre- 
v^tybfi doingso ; bu i would rather that you should see your 
friend, Constant Guellou 5 his head is cooler upon this subject 
t^n mine, and you know you can rely upon the advice he will 
give you bung both souna and legal, aud, moreover, guided 
by good feeling for your welfare. l)o nothing in this business 
rashly ; I will me^ yen at the mayor's office on Monday 
montos*'’ My friend Guellou had caught the excitement , 
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and ho had been to my friend A. Godey, to reqneot he would 
Beo me upon the subjeot^the excitement incceaBing eTery ho^r« 
Godey would not adyise me one way nor the other, after hear- 
ing my story, but left the matter to a night’s reflection and 
the interview with the mayor in the morning. 

1 met the mayor, according to appointment, and offered 
him the play to read ; this he declined. I then proposed that 
he should walk up to the theatre and see the rehearsal, that 
he might judge whether there was any thing objectionable ; 
this too was declined. He said ba did not doubt that every 
thing was as 1 had represented it ; but that we had just 
escaped from riot and bloodshed — were in the height of a 
poplar election — ^the blood of all parties warm— (the news 
wal|just coming in of the defeat of the whigs in Kew Tork^ 
on the other side of Oayuga Bridge, in the presidential elec- 
tion) — that he appealed to me as a good cltiaen and the father 
of a family, not to commit an act which might cause me re-* 

g '6t during my natural life, should riot and bloodshed flow 
om it — that if I jpersisted, he could afford me no protection 
from the police of the city. My partner, Mr. Pra^ being 
out of town, 1 told him, in such a case, I was unwilling to 
take the responsibility of withdrawing the play, upon my own 
shoulders— that In aU probability Mr. Pratt would arxive in 
the dlty by two o’clock— to let matters rest as they were until 
then, and I would see him again. In the meantime, the re- 
hearsal went on — ^message upon message, threat upon threat, 
was communicated to me upon the sta^. At twelve o’clock, 
a note came from Mt. Evans, the president of the board of 
directors, advising the withdrawal of the play. My ftiend 
Guellou’s opinion was* 1 had an undoubted right to act it ; 
but were he in my place, he would not, under the dronm- 
stances, run the risk. Thil opinion (as his opinions always 
have weight with me) did more towards the final determina- 
tion than all the rest. Indeed, to Mr. Guellou belongs the 
credit, if any be due, of having prevented the performance; 
ho knows 1 always follow his advice when asked ; and I did 
not dare to let my own opinion weigh as a straw in the 
the balance, after his decision both as a lawyer and a friend. 
At one o’dook, General Cadwallader, one of the board of 
agents, who had been sent for by the mayor, made his ap- 
pearance at the theatre, to request the play might not be acted. 
In half an hour afterwards, I received tne following letter from 
his honour the mayor : — 

(copy.) 

'* Hsyoz’s Office, November lltb, 1844^ 
Messrs. Wbmvss A,fqrk> Frattw. 

'^Gentlemen, as mayor of the city, I have to teqaest that the eahibition 
n piece called the ' 43uaker iJityt* advertised for this eyemng, aSHilo 
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Sttott Thestn^ ni«yBM:taikeid»A>fi>rwUnttIllkTe>M|rill9 
oeouttUQicat^d to Mx* Wernym* 

tlefipectfully y6xix olupdient, 

^ '• P. M'CAtL." 

)** NoTXox.*-^In obedience to this request, the public respectfully In* 
fittmed that the performance will not take place* The entertainment for 
the evening will bo * Grandfather Whitehead.* the * President Incog.,* 
and * He is not a-Miss«’ Pnarrr aud Wtxvpn** 

Ghesnut Street Theatre. Nov. 11. 1644. 

* 4 ^ 

t once more repaired to hh olSlce* 1 proposed to him that 
the etirtai^ ahotUd risey and thel^ormanee he mSered. to 
proceeds so^ote by ecenh: tjiat on tM elightest oppoaitbe hebig 
mapifedted by the audietiee to etop the play^ the corpia 
should itmtauUy lall*. hud iKime other piece be BUbstltuted^ 
, He that wo^d be Juat aa bad as acting the whole 

f lajr 1 the miachief. if imy was really intended, would by that 
time be fnUy accomplished. He stated, that this young many 
Hercet, hag purchased tickets^ r he was inform^, for the 
avow«»d purpose of putting do^wn the play. Then/^ said h 
** why not ar wt hisn. unu bind him over to keep the peace %'* 
** Because. Idr. 1fdmyB% I really think you hate sttu<& the 
4isst blow in your play-bill.^ Sre we patted. 1 yielded the 
pointy and cousented to withdraw the play^ on the oouditiou 
that he would give e statement to the public^ which nhould 
exonerate the managers from all hl^e. ** Grandfather 
Whitehead** was subatituted for The Monks of Monk Hall 
and new diihculty watt to preveuti a row, because the piece 
performed. An exited populace filled the whole 
JpSra from Bixth to Seventh Street ; all the police of, the 
'^3^ could scarcely keep order. The play bills on the boards, 
in front of the building, had to be tom oft before any thing 
like quipt ohtamea ; the doors of the theatre were closed 
by eleven (fmook, and not till then did the crowd gradually 
dUerse* 

My ofunion has nem been changed upon this suhiect* Had 
the play been acted, no row. or at least no more than takes 
ge when any fiLyourite actor disappoints an audience. Wogld 
Uited^ The play wat realiy a good one ; once heard, 
have seou^ a run. Had its satire been aimed at 
and vulgar, it wpnld not have been assailed; but it 
at judges, memheia of Congress, editors, as well as 
thieves and murdereza. I saw a mass of filth and obsoeniinr 
played at the Chatham IS^den as the prohibited play ; I could 


played at the Uhatham h^den as the prohibited play s f oould 
not resogni/ma line. ft‘ is snfficienjt to gay, my xuay was in 
five aotfl^ this in two ; that is proof enough wosa not the 

same, althougli |Cr. Lippard furnish^ tV portion of it. 
H^|o far forgot ns to assault ^r. Aabml Oreen. the 



321 


^ fBJumcAt amAAmrU 

only real Mend lie liad in theirhole traoBaotiOtti $» Hie AtdliOt 
of tne suppression : no opinion iras 6ter moro muidy adopted. 

Having comi^ledwltli tlie request of Hie dty antAormesyat « 
a sacriflee of pecuniary interesl:, at least tlie managm diould 
have been protected from tbe slime and filth of ^e pTessj 
which, from Maine to Florida, harped upon the fiddle atHnye 
offered to them by the Spirit of the Timet in FhUadelphk, m 
obscenity. The mayor never riuul nor saw the play ; no addh 
reason was ever given for the request to withdraw it» I 
yielded a poiut of right to a reque^^m the authorities of 
the city, and what was my reconQ>edKl«*abn8e and slander. 

I have laid the whole of the affair before my readers, yet 
newspaper after newspaper reiterated tl^ libellous falsehoomr^ 
and, in fixture ages» as reference, will be reoeivod, as truth of 
holy writ, in deep damnation td the managers of the Ohesnut* 
Street Theatre, who deserved the thanks of the whole com* 
munity. That Mr. M'Oall did not, under his signature, ae « 
Mayor of the city of Philadelphia, protect us from this injus* 
rioe, 1 have ever felt the hardest part of this altogether hard 
business. The Idea of prohibiMng a play, without even read^ 
ing it, is new indeed 1 the most intolerant censor of the 
pnblio press reads an article before condemuatien. 

The effect of this npon the inteorest of the theatre^ was a 
loss of seven hundred dollars In two weeks, for until Hr. 
Anderson appeared, no one visited the theatre at all. We 
owed the actors one week*s salary, and this they snade e plea 
not only for negleet of duty, but to leave the theatre when 
they pleased, and how th^ pleased. To Hr. Anderson an apo- 
logy was due ; it was not until his two last nights that ne 
found we had really a good company, when they cIicim to 
work. As the attraction of the evexung, on the 22nd of De- 
cember, we produced the Bohemian (Sri,** with Hr. Fraser, 
Hr. and Mrs. Seguin, Honsieur Martin, and Jnlia Turnbull. 
Marshall produced a melo-drama of the same fiame at the 
Walnut, concocted by Burton and Foster; he went sriU fur- 
ther ' he impudently announced Balfe> opera, with s^aroely 
a note of the music. These were good advertiseinettis for enr 
theatre, and the Bohemian Girl** was played thirteen nights 
out of an engagement ot eighteqa, and afterwards revive! in 
the springs. The bitter h(»tilM||k>f the SpiHt of the Times, 
and the succession of libels, dmper whidi af petted in 

its columns against the Ohesnut l^reet ThetHe, Indnojsd Prttt 
and WemySB to prosecute for Hbe],-^e fiiet Hme in my 
theatrical career I ever troubled nmelf to notioe letaljly the 
dang of a newspaper. Mr. HBl fduowed the opera, but with 
no attraction. In order to induce the fssbionable circles to 
oonUnue their visits, vm made an amngeifient to pro d t rij il hs 
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jK<aQsii|ip^ of jCTew To^ Mr«. Chippendale, Hr. John Fisher, 
hilr. John Fovey^ Hr. Djrott, Hr. Crocker, Hr. Gallott, Miss 
ICtaaen Fills, Mrs, Henry Knight,! Mrs. Duvenal, Mrs. Byott, 
Mr. Tiewis, the prompter, irere added to our own com^ 
pany; and it ndll be scarcely believed, ihey could not play tfo 
an averi^e of a hundred dollars per night, benehta included. 
' It there^rO became obvious, that the best plan would be to 
close the d<)ors, drat trying Mrs. Shaw, and a portion of the 
Bowery company Mr.iglarke, Hr. Milnor, Mr. Byott, Mr. 
John Fisher, and Mr. flrdoler, would not do; and the 
Chesnut Street closed its doors, minus two thousand dollars. 
*l!!he Park company, united' with the Chesnut Street, were 
worth one hundred dollars per night ; but the Bowery, the 
Park, and Chesnut Streetball these, with the aid ot Mrs, 
Shaw, the bast actress of the American stage, were worth 


. qply fifty dollars p^ night ; the stockholders, as usual, loud 
in their denunciation of the management, and Dr. D^man 
Complaining that they had no amusement. 

^iTonng Murphy, who had been my calbboy, and who com* 
menced his theatrical career with me, called to know if 1 
would make an arrangement with Palmo s Ethiopian Opera 
Company. We proposed terms, which they accepted, and 
oontmoaced with “ La Sonnam-bu-ola,’’ to 326 dollars. This 
success continued for a month, the only profitable one during 
the management of Pratt and Wemyss . so that negro singing 
and danmg, after all, is the amuBement boat suited to the 
^ audlenoe of the Chesnut Street Theatre, Philadelphn. While 
we were making arrangemonts to produce a niece called 
♦^Fall of ' Kisichaok,” by Ueneral Harlan, tno news <i 
burning of the Bowery Theatre, on the ight of iho ^ >ih oi 
April, reached us. I at once oflered to place the Oliesnut 
3treeh Theatre at the disposal of Hamblin, if nothing better 
ojQTered. Mr. Jackson, whose individual enterprise has erected 
the present Bowery Theatre, and brought successfully to its 
^reeeut condition answered this letter, declining lor the pre- 
^ aeutf, Hamblin issued proposals for a large Theatre in Broad- 
but failed in bringing his proiect to bear. This last 
seemed to have ^ralysod all his energy, and he 
.U p sh resigned to younger iMds the task of future toil. That 
Jackson hits proved himself worthy to succeed Hamblin, 
Spiintod career bears witnem, in the face of all difficulties - 
the new Theatre, which he opened on the 25th 
(Cf ASu^ as firmly in the afiections of the audience, as 
It aver wee in its day<i. Long may he continue to 

^eirfay his good fortune. 

' Sjla the Ith «f J une, 1846, an opera, by Mr. Fry, was placed 
hjjpm the puHic, in a style of which Messrs. Pratt and 



n00jueml SeU 

Wemyas have reason to : evOtv eeone, e^knff 4^e^ 

every property, was perfect ; aixty ohorjatem, and forty^two^ 
znuBiciana ; the principal characters exported by Mr. Fmer^' 
Mr. and Mre. Beguin, Mr. Hiobinge, Mta. Breenton, and Mias 
Ince ; the subject of the libretto, the Lady of Lyons," the 
title of the opera, ** Leonora." A great deal haa been written 
and said about plaginrlsm, and want of originality of thought 
and execution : but 1 appeal to any musician, whether such 
an opera be not a credit^le performance to a composer. Had 
Hr. Fry selected New York, instead of Philadelphia, to the 
first field of his operations, the wikole United States Would 
have teemed with praises— praises, long and loud, would have 
greeted the eye of the composer from all t quarters. The sin 
he committed was daring to present the first lyrical dnuna 
ever composed in America to the citizens of Philadelphia for 
judgment, before the Kew Yorkers had an opportmoity of 
passing upon its merits. $hould It be pdayed with success in 
Furope, how altered will bo public opinion in its favour here ! 
Mr Fry may pluinc upon it as a work of art, to be proudly 
cherished. I kho w no greater mtifioation, as a mani^r, than * 
liavit.g been the means of plamng it before his countrymen, 
ft was acted sixteen nights, although the expense attending 
’^uoh a production, rendered it unproductive both to the 
author and the managars, the Segnins reaped both money and 


Airs Spcuiu’fl perlonianco of Leonora, I can only say it 
was the inost perfect thing 1 have ever seen, since Miss M. 

. Zaide, i.J Coleman'S pUy of tUe - l-ow of Jara,’' and I 
i au maffnity sach unqualitied praise, laA 

presented witt a aUvar pilcber, beamig - 
it, ,, dttaer\ed compliment; a similar 

- ss's: 

the lease received no answer from t^e 

been informed by the gentlemen of tlw bohrd, whether JBX. 

tv tS d-H ^Ke 

a^Uhlir f« by way of dividend. 
other respects like an outcast from Moi^. 

Pratt nor myself would have oocupiod the S' AjI 

irfwrt «pXl the lease to hate been 







tBUtsm£ noikieMt. 


yttt. lHt*u i bopelew ftMempt to IBH-is, 
m triied 184£h46 mi^uM enable ns to work n|>oi)u xliA 
ptockkolders badswQQple securit^r tor their rent» whiobt havliijl 
Keoidtnd ftm, <mt friends, jnstUe to them, if not to ns, vs- 
^Ulted, at leaalt an answer to an application, and I may be 
ptmitted to add, the renewal at least for another year. 

The Ohetont Street Theatre now changes hands etery 
aeasom Potter convert it, gentlemen, into stores, or into an 
hohtf, it will pay you better | while it stands, it will always 
|ns tim theatre for foreign attiaia, without whose aid its doori 
tenet remain, as at preaentj^cfoied. « Burton ears he lost there 
jsU he made by the Arch Street Hleatre, and abandoned it at 
* the end of the season, Maiahall burnt ms fingers with H 
li might be made to pay as an Opera Houses open, only fo 
ifuipose, a few weeks at a time ; but as a re^ar Tempi t 
of the Drama, its fate is sealed for ever. 

The last act of kindness 1 reoeived at the hands of my Ph* * 
ladelphSa friends was a compUmental benefit on the llfth («f 
Mardi, thjs proceeds of which were most serviceable. To th 
^nblio to whom 1 am indebted for man;f acts of kindnei , 
the last by no means the least,) which 1 s&l hope to enjoy, 1 
submit the fiireg^g pages, and if a single individual has de- 
rived an houPs amusement from their perusal, 1 am repaid 
for tte lenjgth of my task, and have but to add with plcasnro 


POnfr Cornet Ojm$» 







